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tm'O ADVIJ RY 
Z7 J ul y 

~EL ~FfiNG 

1959 

I. r~embcrs Present - Dr . L. V . Hobj nson , .Ali'CI.1.~ -1JJ~ , Astrono r 
Mr . Theodore J . Hi oat t , ~"C IN-l~~3 , Publ :l c; Rel ations 
flo:- . V. J . Handma cher , RD XD , Plzysici f-' t 
MD jor Leroy D. Pi ., , WClliPHv1 , Psycholo ist 
CE\pt a in • Pritz , l!."'VlH , Cho.pl nin 
11/'iD jor Robert J . li'riend , A]'C D - /.J..E4g 

II • Intrcrl uc ti on . 'fh.e purpose of t hi~ meet in was s f' oll ows : 

a . Introduce Dr . Hynek , ir Force c onsultant on the UFO Pr ram , 
to the punel . 

b . 
a uthor 

Hear an accoWlt of Dr . Hynek 1 s meeti vri th Aime Michel , French 
of "~"lyin ;r Saucer s and the Straight Line lV'zy-stery". 

c . Di scuss the trends in the progr am as derived from the stat i stics 
of t he s ix month perj od 1 Ja nuary 19.)9 to 30 June 1959 . 

d . Discuss the outstandin{ cnRes for the month of July 1c)9 . 

e . Di scus~ l a test acti viti s of the uri vate ID"Oi tes • • 

III . Di scussion : 

\':as a . 'The meet ing 
ti ves of the meetiup:, . 

o ene'"' by ' jor :b'riend , who outlined t he objec -

b . Dr . Hynek related the events of his visit with Aime !·u chcl, ]'rench 
writer on the subjec t of l.Jl''O ' s , and author of •• Flying Saucers and the 
Str a i g!1t Line 1yst er y " . It \·las pointed out that !Vri.chel i s an en ineer 
with the brench telephone company , i s very ~h arp , very defi.nitely not a 
crackpot , but i s i ndeed ver y biasc in his attitude toward U~'Oo . Aime 
lvlichel ' s opi nion i s that scientifj c investi{utivn was not tl..e province 
of the eovernment , but coul d be done better by priva te individual s . 
In anS\Ter to a query as to \lha 1,. shoul d be done , lvJichel r epl ied th ""~ t 
someone Hho had access to 'lll the data s i t down a nl think a bout it . 
Dr . nynek a l so b r oUf·ht out the follo\linf fact s resul t in from his 
.. n-..eting v:i th r-lichel : 

( 1 ) IVlore seri ous sc i ent i sts interested ir, the UFO 
France t han in t he United States . 1bis group iG , however , 

ubject in 
srrall • 

(2) Report of di~c-shaped objects began in France in 1942 . 

(J) Fr ench general public docs not take much interes t in lJlt'O' s 
while i.n the United States it does • 



• 

• 

c . Fri:l point d out to th panel tha t th most significant 
i nf ormat ivn gai ne from the a i month stati stics 1 J nu 1ry 19.59 to ::, 

r-30 JW1e 1959 , was the fact th· t th s l ope of the curve -' tas gencral J; the 
aome as for the same period in 1958 , and that the number of ceses was 
approxirrr-a t ely 50% of the 1958 tota l for t he period . 

d . 'l'he outGtandin cases for t he month which were d isc\1 Red are as 
followJ : 

( 1 ) Air l ine pil ot .Jiehting , area. of Hauai ). 11 July 1959 .. '!1he 
panel a reed ui th the conc l u.;, jon th 1t the ohject resnonsible for this 
s i ghting was a meteor of the fjl·ebs 11 c l ass . 

(2) 1:-boto aph of an unidentified flying object taken by V!rs . 
Hill i am li' . Barrett of Great Barrin ton , ~ssa.chusetts \lhile vis i t in 
Nor,.rny 2h Jul y 10'57 . The pane) cou l d com to no conclusion on the cause 
anrl recomr. nded that the photograph be sent to Eastm n Kcx1ak for possible 
anol ys j s . 

c . The publ icity beinG ~iven to the UFO n~ hted by Captain KilJien , 
Amc.ricun Air·l ineJ pilot, hin c .• :'cH and 39 passcn{ ers , and other 'l j rline 
pilots on 25 February 19.)9 , was discus sed . r.l'he punel , vTh.J. l e reeine; 
tha t t'1e r robe.bl e c <Juse of t he sicJttinc uns jet refueling , fe l t tha t 
t his c'lse , os do others , indic,, tes incompl ete investigation dtte to the 
fact tha t no Air Force representative ever interro 1ted the principa l 
vri tnessea . The panel reconuncnded that even fter tu i s l apse Captain 
l ... j 11 i an and his co-pilot be c1uestioned for t;he record . (See attaciunent 
rl) 

IV. Suggested Actions: 

a . :'b. tt ~ :a,uc.. lifi.r-i ind ividual representing t h e ~-·r~ be sen t o 
question Capt11in Ki l l i on o!' American Airlines eve n a t t!. · ... l a t e date , 
and a fu l l report be made t o the nanel :1 t an ear l y dot e . 

b . Th·1t in the future the OIC of :T0 iect Bh.le BooJ.~ be authorized • 

to inRt.i Ate aim) 1 ·r · lvePtie.ati()n.~ a t ti1f ::1.r li P.St momr--n~ \oJhc:m , in his 
judgment: ~ cAse "' rrants ~'Jch i d ' t.e attention . 

~iajor . uu.fl.E 
AFCIN- 'E4g 

2 
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'rl e A ri 1 Phenomena A visory Panel , t 1 t;s r~')r:u r mcetin on 27 Ju 
1959 , r view d in detail current crit,ical c· ses of porte l ri J 
sieht i s ; in the cours ~ of the· r d sen s ·on it became app ent that 
th current nro r am of UFO investi ation rem-=tins open to serious pot ntia1 
criticism by the public anr..1 ca11 possibl y pl "'co th Arr i C :in an in • cusable 
li ""ht i n the event of c lose cxam:in1t1on . 1'o \it ; it occu s too " quently 
th.':lt i eel equate investi ations have 1: t r m;1de of c sea that cou l d become 
( f nd :in m ny cases h l V ~ alr ady becomP) c le bra ted co c·es . In somn ce es , 
indeed , the princi e l s in the case \'rcre not interrogated because of 1 .ck 
of adequate personnel . A case in po'nt is that of Capt: in Killian , his 
cre\v , md 39 p.gssence n , ,.,ho on 25 Febrt1ary 1959 , ,.,· tnessed an unE>xplained 
sir hti of three li h t,s that r ~putedl y fol lowed their American i1 l in .. s 
pl '1ne . Th case has: lt·~ady become· welJ - publicized cuse and is likely 
to rennin one o!.' the perpl exing "unknov:ns " in the eyes or tbe :publ ic to 
harass ATI C i!1 fut ure years . There is some ev idence , h.O\'Iever , that~ th i::; 
s i ghtinp may h Ave been the result ol' a r·~fue in oper tion . 

The panel t herefore recomnends that e ven e:1fter the 1 l.pse of six months , 
it i s ~~gent thn t the .r inciPdl n in t his case be interroeated by a 
competent individual or l.nd ividu l s y·epresen tin \.'r i C , f'nd. tnot a ful l 
repor-t be made to th c panel a t an car ly d te . It furth .,.. recommends that 
lv1:'3.jor ]'riend be authorized to insti~ate simila invest i tations a t the 
earliest ooJ~ible moment vrhen , in his judgroont , a case warrants such 
inm1ediate ttention in vie\/ ·.-.ith i-cs nuisance or scientific value . 

Dr . L . V . Robinson , ~CIN-hE4 . Astronomer 

·iX . 'J.lheodore J . i eatt , ArCIN- 4X , Public Rel~ti ons 

!-1r • V. J . Hand......,.. 

Jv1ajor Leroy D. Pigg , vlCLDPRJi , Ps,·chol og i s t 

CC}rytain R. Pritz. EVIH , Ch·1plain 

!~ajor Robert J . Fri em, AF'C IN-l~ h.g , Aerial Phenomena 

Dr . J . Allen Hynek . Air Force Consultant 
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~OIN-4E4g Weekly Activity Repor t 

StrJJ:.CT : UFO Pr~r m 

1 . On Wo .ueod ' 1 5 • 'iY 1~.5 J e t he D.!J -1 :&. _, .t\.?C'l4! ·d UFO AdviSvl'Y 

Panel had it s t1r ct !Ir' Ct1~ . . The purpo.H. ot t h1s Jll} ~tint,. woa to 

brief t~e me:nber~ on t b. U 0 Profrom '" .. poeo :>f t he pa ne 1 • 

r; ... . The P'-".JJ.e l C\?~.Jl. St l or me n que.li f iec:i i n d iv<:r i fied fields ; 

Lt . Col. J.i"'n. l. d u . rallum , Cb.~pl~i,l , }''' Iii 
Mr. Tn.c,:l'ior-e 1 . di e .. l tt , Public Rel :lt1ona , lt.X3 
~..a j. Leroy D. Pie_g , l·sy~hology , Gl!J. ·p . 
1·~ . V. T . H~~ndmnchcr , Pb,ysi c i s t. RD7.34\D 
Dr . L . V. Robinson, AstroPom.el·, hid~ 

T'ne organizations t o wh ich t hese men bej olg gc~r- 1">t: ) l allo~N d 

t ... oir ervices on _ voltJ..lt r ba3io;J . 

3 • 'l'h.e puz j.V~ 0 0£ th(~ pane l i s t •J t V i W t• C ulO~C trou.bl eSC"Q3 

cases , spot treni~ in ·:,he pl·oc,ram , a nd JD3..ce sugge at iono as to tne 

future ootlook . ' ne regu · r m c ting time of thi~ pone l 13 tenta t i ve l y 

t he lo.st Monday of , .h mvnt h . 

( PPr-5771 , Ma.j . ~ • J . Fr i £ nu , 6- ' 216) 
( JNCU~.3IFIED ) 
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CYS ENT TO ' WCLDPF«, Ma j Pig 
IDZSXD, Mr. HaDdDB.cher 

~...~ .... o Advisory n 1 et iUG , 6 -;ay 1959 

}~ j i ' IC f3 l'Y 19.59 
A TTh ; GhL~l>lR in Gr.t hll·1l ' GI" _,t'-:lu;/I' ~ n. J . "1·~ ()II ,; f;/69c;.'J 6 

1 . A e py ol' t he brie 1'i Ill! 
p ~nel, and ll fold<,r c o t fl n~ nL D m~l B 
l

1or your 1nformntion ·u l'C-; ~<:Ll 1 Il . 

2 . 'l'hc i nt ent i on of" . ·v J 
t he la t ~ 'U a.y o~ euc,~ t"' n c. • 

at t he ini ~ia '- •:3ti Jf or tha u 0 
n 1 1 ata t.isticf;\l lnrorne-t:ton arc 

i to sch ·t!ulc ti 

a vi . ,ory 
in ... losud 

e . on 

J . Tl e next sche \ l " l~,~tit1 · o · llhc 1 ancl i 090( • 1~ ca "A" • Bld~;. . t:-63 • 
Hun~r • " 'outh , r- oom ,,r· . J . 

4. The lOa i n to1 i c oi' '.i ( cussl JJ 

o1' t 1 e J:'l) ~ rl)~ram" • 

2 .rncla ' 
1 . 
2. . 

of' 

.·otde 
B .. tef~ng 

cf 3 t 1iS 

111 be • r c c., t..•du e i: OI z~ Stat i stica l ..>t.· Jd;t 

Colo l , 
A:s:.· ·r~- ' 4 
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... !------------------------- SECURITY C flCAfiOfl ((f ezt) 
• 

DISPOSITION FORM 

FILE MO. SUBJECT 

Unidentifi ed Flying Obje cts Advisory Panel 
TO WCLD'l' FIOM ATIC 

ATTN : Lt /Col rarris AFCirl-4E4/~~j F iend/ac/69~16/Blde 828 

1. The Air Technical Intell igence Cent er i s responsibl e for the Air Force ' s 
Unidentified Flyin8 Objects Program. The interes t in this area i s threefold , to 
det ermine if UFO ' s constitute a t hreat t o national security or ere a danger in any 
way, t o determine i f t her e are any areas of scientific interest and t he publ ic 
r el a tions aspects. 

2 . In an effort t o i mprove our method of handling t hi s 
poses t he f orma tion of an advisory p:1. nel composed of per sons 
followine areas: 

Psychology 
Phys i cs 
Astronomy 
Reli ei on 
Publ i c Relations. 

proeram the ATIC 
quali fied in the 

pro-

The personnel for this panel t o be pr ovided on a voluntary basis by Wright- Patterson 
Ai r Force Base and the tenan t organizations . 

3· This panel to meet one day eact. month f or tne purpose of det ecting possible 
trends in t he pr ogram and t o make recomnendations for possibl e improvements in t he 
method of operati on. Tenta ti v~ly t he pane l will rr~e et on t he l ast I"Jonday of each 
month . Members of the panel will be not if ]ed by phone and/or D.F . when a meeting 
i s scheduled. 

4• It is requested t hat ·w·cLDT support t his effort wit h the service of a 
Psychologi s t t o be utilized as sti pulated above. 

5· It is f urther r equested that t his office be notified i f the r eques ted 
support is t o be granted, end the name and t el ephone number of the individual 
assigned, if in the affirmative . 

D D 1 }~~·~0 9 6 REPLAcEs NME FORN • • , OCT • . wHicH MAY IE utlD 

• 

• 

(II< 
H. K. 

( 

\ 

Col onel , USAF · \ 
Deputy for Science and Components 
Air Technical I ntelli£enc e Center 

U.S. OOYaRIIIIOICT PIUIITDIO OPPIC! : ltiJ 0- •• .,~ 
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SECURITY C ' . 

DISPOSITION FORM 

FILE NO. 

TO ATIC 
A'l'i'Na AFCIN-4E4 

Maj. Friend 

1. Mr. v. :r. 
to participate on Subject 

SUBJECT 

FROM 

Unidentified Flying Objects Advisory Panel 

HDZSXD DATE 4 Apr 59 COMMENT NO.1 

Mr. R. D. Hodge/ jem 
JlJ24/Bl4/Rml24 

her, Space Systems Otfice, (RDZSXD). will be available 
panel. 

RALPH D. HOOOE 
Chief, Space Systema 
Otfice ot the Deputy 

Advanced Systems 
Directorate of Systems ~nagement 

D D I ~~~~0 9 6 REPLACES NME FORM 96. I OCT 48. WHICH MAY BE USED 
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1852 0- 88e8'75 

• 

• 
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SUBJECTt Unident:i.fied Flying Objects Advisory Panel 

'1'01 ATIC I/ ljt.. ~, ~ 

( 

FRa-t 1 WCLDPP DATE t 27 March 1959 CCMffiNT NO. 2 
Mr. Warric bao 
22228/B248 R20Q-C 

1. The Behavioral Sciences Divisi on of the Aero Medical Laboratory nominates 
Major ~roy D. Plgg, 24724A1 to serve as a manber of the subject panel. ~1ajor Pigg 
is a trained psycholoe;1.st and is rated a Canmand Pilot. He has a clearance for 
Secret granted 24 Harch 1951. 

2. It is urxlerstood that participation in the activities of the advisory 
panel is voluntary and subject to limitati on by priority obligations on the t ime of 
the ncninee • 

3. Major Pigg , symbol: WCLDPPM, extension 38278, should be advised directly 
of the details of the first meeting. 

HOWARD L. r ARRIS 
Lt. Col. USA F . Di' i.!ion 
Cl . f ueha vi oro 1 Scu•nrcs 

ue , v b . l ·y Aero 1\tedical La ora o r 

• 



ATIC, Subject: Unidentified Flying Obj ects Advisory Panel , 16 Mar 59 

TO: ATIC 
AFCIN-4E4 ~' J 

I' 

l/ 

FROH: EWH DATE: 20 Mar 59 COMHENT 1 t . 2 

Ch (Lt Col) Graham/60317/ac 

1 . The Chaplains Section is very much interested in basic communica
tions . 

2 . Chaplain (Captain) Mervin R. Johnson or the under signed will be 
responsible for attending all called meetings of the pr oposed panel . The 
telephone extension for both i s 6-0317 . 

\ l 

l ' ht, (. t 
IU CHAH.D • AH 
Chaplain (Lt Colonel), 
Installation Chaplain 

2 

LJSAF 



ul3J ..... '"' 1 ' : 

0 : .t1 •• l t, lJ. - ~l1h 

· r 59 

LA E : 1 " h r C) 9 c.; a \.:1 I r\ I .. c;;. 

.r .l i eo tl. /W".Jl./ 52L~.,.,;...~log 263 

~d~ en~1 UJlGStico1ly 1nuorses tis 1 ro~osal ~nd cor1c uro i n op ointmen t 
of l•lr • ... i~at to l..u.t, ... anc. l . , e ~ st ~ at 'tr . .. heoon be l i s t cu as an a l t r ate . 

'-.. --?r t ' { ... • 

L • .I .L ..ti L 
Deputy '-' ·1 i ef 
4 .. J 

• 



SECURITY C.. ION (1/el•) 

DISPOSITION FOR 

FILE NO. SUBJECT 
Unidentified : '1yin Objects Advisor y Panel 

TO EWH FROM A1riC E 1 IVar !J9 COMMENT NO. 1 
ATTN s Lt/Col R • .IvJ. Graham ~'CIN-4E4/Ma j iend/ac/69~16/Bld~ 828 

1. The Air Technical Intellieence Center is responsible for t he Air ~orce ' s 

Unidentified Flyine Objects Proeran1. The interest in t his area i s threefold , to 
deter.mine if ~~o • s constitute a t hreat to national security or are a denser in any 
way, to determine if there are any areas of scientific interest and t he publi c 
relations aspects. 

2 . In a n effort to i mprove our method of handl ine this pro~ram t he ATIC 
proposes the formati on of an advi sory panel composed of persons qualifj ed in the 
followine. areas: 

Religion 
Psychology 
Physics 
Astronoiey 
Publ ic Relations 

The personnel f or thi s panel to be pr ovided on a voluntary basi s by ~frieht -Patterson 
Air ]force Base and the tena nt or ganizations . 

3 · 1L'hi s panel t o meet one day each month f or t he purpose of detecting possible 
trends in the progr am and t o make reconmend ations f or possibl e i mpr ovements in the 
method of operati on . Tenta tively the panel will rr~et on the last Monday of each 
month . 1v1embers of the panel wi ll be notified by phone and/or D. li' . when a meeting 
is scheduled. 

4. Many of the cases reported to t ne ATIC have as a basis religious belief 
or a t l east strong religious overtones . It i s requested t ha t E~·frl suppor t the 
ATIC with the servi ces of a Chaplain to be utilized as stipulated a bove . 

5 · It is furthe r requested that thib office be notified if the requested 
support is t o be granted, and the name and telephone number of the individua l 
assigned, i f in the affirmative. 

D D 1 ~~~·50 9 6 REPLACES NM[ fORM • • I OCT 41. WHICH NA'f IE UIID 

I Ill/ ~ i ! f \ { . v 

H . K . GILBERT 
Co lob~ 1 , U3AF 
Deputy for Science and Component s 
A~r Technica l I ntelligence Cent er 

• 

U. L OOVKR)UOifT PRINTDIO Of PIC It : ltU 0 - t•tu 
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DISPOSITIO FORM 
• 

FILEIIO. SUBJECT 

Unidentified Flyine Objects Advisory Panel 
FROM AFCIN-4E4 <..). )..- DATE 16 Mar 59 COMMENT NO. 1 

4E4/Maj t/iend/ac/69216/Bl dg 828 

1. The Air Technica l Intelligence Center is r esponsible for the Air Force's 
Unidentified Flyine Objects Program. The interest in this area is t hreefo l d , to 
determine if UFO's constitute a threat t o national securjty or are a dan~er in any 
w~, to deterndne if there are any areas of scientific interest and the public 
relations aspects. 

2 . In an effort to improve our method of handling t h i s pr ogram the ATIC pr o
poses the formation of an advi sory p:tnel composed of persons qualified in t he 
following areas: 

Public Relati ons 
Psychology 
Physics 
Astronomy 
Religion 

The personnel for this panel t o be provided on a voluntary basi s by \/right - Patterson 
Air Force Base and the tenant or ganizat ions . 

3 · This panel t o meet one day each month for the purpose of detectiU£ possible 
trends in the program and to make recorranendati ons for possible improverent s in the 
method of operation. Tentatively t he panel will meet on the l ast Monday of each 
month. v'lembers of the pane) will be notifi ed by phone a nd/or D. F . when a meeting 
i s scheduled. 

4. It is requested that AFCIN- 4X3 support AFCI N- 4E4 with the services of~~ . 
Hieatt. Mr. rlieatt will serve as t he Public Relations expert on t he panel descr ibed 
above. 

5 . It is further requested that AFC I N- 4E4 be notified if 4X3 is unable to 
support t his effort. 

? 

D D , ~~~~~~0 9 6 REPLAcEs NME roRM • . , OCT ... wHicH MAY IE uao 

• 

LE 
Colonel, USAF 
AFCI N-4E4 

U. &. OOYiatiiOifT PIUNTDIIO OPPICI : ltll 0 - t•en 
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\ J\1 c Q l 1;~ r ell ~~1 1 nf \) J' (! u .. ,1 ·1. c;ry nul 
XX ~~i 1 I\U : D"';J~ . I rc 16 4./.1l r 59 

A'l'T J I ~ol Holm AkCia- J, l·Jv&-· j .itrienll/ "4c/69216/Hl dt~ OJ.<, 
'£0 I Rl.ilS:XD 

A'.rl'l:h -;lr . .f el !"h LJI')(t r~e 

1. The Air 'l'ech rt1'! 'l l In•.,.l1 1:./ ' c ,·;-.nter ie re~ro,si. bl e for l...e ir ~ orce ' s 

Ua1de n'titied Fly i n!..: Ob j~ct8 ~i:'Of ,..q:"' . ' '! intcr,..st :\ n t~ t e E' ..... -,e. :l ~ t. r~ fo l c • tc 
4e~erm1ne if Ul!'O ' a oout1 'u'• e thr~ot to nat~.ot"~l securi t .: or are a nger in y 
way. to deter·nnne if there U f:i MDY a.rees of scient if • c intt'reat L ud tue bli c 
rela,iona uapoots. 

:r: . Ir.. .~ n ett'ort to j.mpro•-e our metll~d 0.f l-tanii l tt~f th i 3 -r ~ r ~~'l ~ t he '1'IO 
proposes tlle t o-rntition of HU ~~v1 "Or·r T•fl ,~'>1 cc"J1l'pos ed of netr~~~rc .'l qu"'l ; !'i od i n -;,he 
following areas' 

J?by~ics 

.~o l i ~"ion 
.t'sycholoey 
J strono:f\Y 
[:.UbliC f j~).Atio~.R 

The pereon.ne t toT' thi ~ J' (ll',.,., r 
Air .r~oroe He ~ ttnrl t he te"'l~nt 

J• l'Lis pant:l \ .' 1c~i; '"Jn~ d ~l c--;, c a n~rt ~· -,1 .. +~~ ·: r ; ,. - -- ,..,.. ~ '1 t -~t :i r.,.. '~"'~0 '" "' 1'\~o 

trHr..&e t • t h~ •t·o1r ~rr.. ~ t• ~N}e;. r t C').!lr t ' ' c t i n.~ f r r . ,.~ -l i ~ 1~ ~ ·7")\"'~- r t ·; i r "'v· . 
• 

mothod 0t ope.C!l (.. J..OU . I ~u.tativ~l¥ the pbllel will u:e~t ('n thE' l ~st .~. .. ond9y of ea.oh. 
montn. lv~embe!'S o1' the pan£:·1 ,111 ts notif ieu L:t J'u~ne SYf;- /':.•T ~ - . :.• . ;. ,; :l mecti!!t:. 
is ache:l'.llea. 

It i e re~t~Gf:te t.'1.~ t l : ·:.xD support tb.e Air ljChnlc~l JL t c111· rr c \2 Centet· 
~erYices of b ~hyaioist to be utilized as atipuleteu ~b~vc. 

t: J . 

l' ~li,!)OI't iC t 'J ht• f. ~' ql'tf , fto T :t ~ tV' 

aasitnP- l • if ir. t a t aft'irr· :-:J. t1;~ . 

>! I_)_ I I - , I ·! / ~ <: -~ c: , ~ 
. J 1 t /) z. , I 

b] ( itt- 4 r <f-

• 

c ;r.s· i~ 

Scl"'n.J . 'L·~ r 

Le put y fvr Jci ~ncc l-And COLCljX'n en ~~e 
Air ·re~hnic ~ l l!ltE>J lj.genc ~ Ccr•ter 
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Al~ n -f.J, ... 2X I aj •rl n / 69216 

nicl n t1..f t d Aortal Phono , n I> n 1 
~ 1 AUG 1S 

Cys s nt to : 4X3, WCLD PI , 

1 . 'he next rr.oat i ng of t UF p n 1 
4nfor.n 

111 b h 1< ( 
d or th e::t ct 

; tl month 
f 6 pte~ber 1960. You will 

• • 
......... te y talo ho.,,'"" . 

2 . J .. ll durl~-e the lifo f tl c A r •orce prug ~.""Um to investi. ate ru'l 
vallett a i ghting!l of tmid ntif ou ph no, 4ena or o j ects, t t has o n 

reco ni~ou t hat t he n es •• Unl<lentifieu ~ c r iil J ono1~onau or "Unit cnt -
f ied i"'ly tng Jbjects'' ere not · ppro rlato . ln r . .any in3tancas not 1l.n 
assocl.etted with the ei ht ing in< i.e< ted aerl al or fiyin,! ail ( roportG 
have been Jnadc of both ob jects and henoll'.ona . ports ntch ar pure 
1'Lt~ents a r e , of course, o>.."'Cluda<l . . ur t.har, these na:no~ tenu to ot.imu
late t ho p tblic to t ne nat1ral a xtenslon of associating t ho t erm "flying 
saucor' to a l 'eator da ru • 

3. Yo l e.r requooted t .J ·onsidor ~s an of1 i.c \al n t,e ·or t 
"Un l.den tt.fied Ph :nomen /.Joj ctD" r "Uni<t htil'J.od Phano . .... a 
J\G for t he alphab tizod n rr.e , this woulc.l S t&l t · n 1 UPO, " n 
different from the present ' FOtt . 

ro r~~.~ 

or U ject.}' • 
t too 

h. Yo 
r.-.cet ln 

are not restr etc to tto narnas mentioned a 
you should sug~: st nny which you feel to b 

ova, a.n· t t he 
,ore nr opr · w . 

S. r sincere a1 reel t ion is of ferod to ou 1d yo tr or~;anizat~on fo r 
~ ,u i<.l wL ~c t. you gavo t o t ia panel <ltrin .. ~ tho t ast year . Suc h 
he rty attltuda toward coopEjr ation b twoon or ganiz "' tions c: n onl y 
r esult ln succoesful compl etion of our oGsi t nod miss·on. 

1 J ~ 
I :J ' j. / )(: · ,(1 t> / ' ( t f / 

•• 

PHtLI • E.'V .;ucS 
• 

Colonel , U f(F 
.llU.~ .. CI H- 4E 
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2 ,June 1960 

ST B,JEC'l' : liFO Panel tll:!ct.ing , 16 ,June 1960 

] • On 16 ,Jllne 1960 a JFU Pnnol • cot i.nt; was heJ d at A'J <.; . £he follow' n 
mem ers of the panel weru present : 

4r 'lhcodore Hicat.t , A'l fC 
Dr ,J . Allen Hynel< Gansu] tant 
:fr V Handrr.ache r, WADD 
Chapl ain Ji.llian. 'l'horcnsen .,r.PAFB 
Ha,ior Hobert · • F'r'end, Arrc 

2 . 'l'he follo•·Iing subjects were on the aecnda for this r"":eetinf.' : 

, • DaJ ton , Ilassachusetts ice fall , 25 1arch 1960 . 

b . Hudrr.oncl , O!"'eron 'TFO sirh t inc , 2 4 Septer:her 19S9 . 

c . LaCaJrJp , Louisiana UFO !~ifh i.ng , 12 April l9b0 . 

<1 . 1roposcd st 1dy by tLe Aerial Phenomena Gro p . 

3 . a . Tne Dalton, i1assachusetts r·ase (Lee fall) , 25 , arch l9b( . A 

JU pound chunk op icc due a deep hole in tne yaru of , r Larry . ache of 
DaJ ton, Hassachusetts . ~Jhcn the case ·11as reported \r rtoche -vms 
1·cquested ~o ptlt a laree piece of the ice in l1is frecz r , to save 't 
for analysi • r he r ecovered ice was shaved off its out.er cover · n order 
to insure t.1··t. only it.s orieinal composition \-Ias analyzed a.r <.1 i.t. was 
"orwar<.leu to A'l rc in a sealed cont~iner for thi.s purpose . 'lhe sar. le 
\vas analyze<~ at the phys'cs la.., oratory of t!ADD to tlctenr.i.ne its ccrr.
posi tior . A copy of the report of this analysis i!.i attachment fll to 
V1'i~ doc 1rr.ent . '!he anaJysis has not contributed o.n~r inforcr.::1ti.on or 
c1 UP3 as t o the origin of the ice . A report of this case an<.l the 
laboratory re)O'~"'t is to t e for .. ··p"d( ~1 to -overnir.ent aecne:i es 'vh'"' -· y 
have interest · L thi.s a . l.ASA and Ar my Engineers, t Belvoir, 1a. 

r • On 24 Septerr.ber 1059 a UFu was sighted a v Leu~onc , Oreeon by 
a pc ·ce!Tian and an emplo;.ree of the FfJ~ .facility . The FAA inst.all~, tion 
at Seattle , 1pon receiving a report fru~ F'AA , tted.rr.on<l , contacted he 
Air Force ~·r si.eht at Keno Al4.,B near Klarr.ath Falls, Oregon to dete rJ.ine 
if a tareet Has observed near Redmond . The o server on <.lu ty at ?~eno 
replied in the -.f:irmative to Fl"A , Seattle . JSAF interceptors anu 
civi1 i.an aircr?. f~ were scrarr.uled , l 1t v1erc unsuccessful in tncir at"Lempt,s 
at i nterc ep tion . Subsequent. to 21.! Sep1,err.ber 1959 , tne GC .. sitP has had 
s it~i.lar re'tu rns fro;ri the Recl:mond are~ . 1'he GCI G i te did not consi.d~.;;r 

there was a rela tionsnip be tviecn the · i ~) Jal o.ntl rad( r· si.gn i nr , l ut Lhe 
FAA l ogs carr ied them as one report . 1 o report of thi.s case was r;a<.le 



• 

to A'l' r • However , la.i or r~eyhoe , lHCAP , ol taine<l a copy of the FAA 
loes and has si.nce used th Ls case aB~linsL Lhe Air •'orcc . A tel cphone 
i.nvesti e1t ion by A'I IC r evcaJ ed t.J a L the radar sicht. i.ne was pro\ ally 
caused by a gap f':iJler antenna and that the visual si[hti 1 g w .. s 
probally due to a refracti on of the plan t Venus wl ich ,.;as in a 
po~ition thai coincjtlecl with t hat l"C 1>orted l.Jy the witnesses . SAFLT. 
briefed t he Space and Aeronat uics Conr.lttec on tLis case antl 1scu the 
fi.ntl · ns determined by i '1 IC . fhe panel concu r s on the prol a l: le caus 
of this si ·ht inf' . 

c . On 12 Apri.l 1)6t , an objcc struck the e; r ound at LaCamp, 
T <. uis iana causing a loud explosion , a flash o.f 1 ri r_;ht 1 ieh t and 1 ea·vin ~ 
several deep holes in the ground . rhc l ight was obscr otl by one wit
ness ut the eYr>l osion vJas hear d 1 y manJ . 'I he Air Force invest i.e;ators 
t ook sarr.plcs fror'i the rn pturecl cround and forwardecl tnCJ"t to A'1IC alonG 
\·Ji.tr the report . Analysis of the sa~r.ples i~ complcto an<l the report is 
Lc in~ for\varded to A'I IC by a contractor . A teJ ephoneu b r ief of the 
repor t i ndicates that the resi<lUG Ln the holes was metal an<.l inc r eases 
the mysterJ in this cas e . Stcr(,oscooic ; i1<. t.ographs of the r 1ptured 
gr ound are Jrcsently bcinf; .Jr ocessc. ~ . [ t ir hoped that these phoc.o
c raphs co 1pluo v1' th the analy5i.S re:-'ort will sned some 1 i.rht on Lr e 
cause for this c1se . ..o conclusion was reached or sucecstet. J tt.e 
panel • 

d . 1he panel was unamizr&ous Ln the o.:>inion that a cor.prel.enslve 
study of t he ye·~r 1957 woulc..l be rr.ore beneficia] than a cursory e:xarnina
tion of the pEri.vd ar1uary , 1953 to tho present . '1f1e information to 
't.Jp charted on the Ir:H1 car ds used 'or the st lUY d.J.G c..li sc'..lssec.l . Dr .. ynek 
is r cv iev1ing the inf onr.ation for ui.sc 1ssiun c: .... i. tne n Yt panel meeti.ne . 

1.! . 'lhe panel unanin~ously r en r rinr.cu a previous recommendation oy 
Dr Hynek that adequote invest i ·ators be rr.adc available to toe Aerial 
P~rnomena Gr ou '> . It c :)nt i.n 1es to 1 e ao ,. ~·ent. tna "..- t ne irvr :·t i. r·a t.i on 

• • 

pr oLlerr. rcrJ 1lircs indlvi<ll~CJ..ls v:ho nre far.i.li.ar vJith tnc spr·cial nat1re 
of tre UFv orobJ eJT. . Investigators sr 011lcl have backcroun~ ~ .. atrr.os
pheric- o:Jtlcs, astronomical techn Lquc s , an<.l general info.rrr.a tion con
cerr.i ng astronomy ancl physics as well as in eood invcsti.catLve tech
niques . These Lnvestigators t--rould tc usecl on those cases ·~ni.ch eive 
inci;cation of havinr; g r eatest prorr.ise of inLelligcnce or scientLfic 
value : · • r • , LaCarr.p , Louis· ana s · ght ing . 

• r: .. tr.t:l. 1 

1 c -~ vJ1.' 

2 
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REPL Y TO 

AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENC CENT ·R 
UNIT 0 STAT S AIR FORCE 

WRI GHT·P ATT "RSON AIR FORCE B ASE 

Ot-110 

'-TlN OF: AFCIN-4E 

ue H Cl Meeting of UFO P ... nel, 7 April 1960 

t o : AFCIN-4E2 (Col onel Shoop ) 
Major Friend 

15 April 1960 

I find your UFO Panel, 7 April 1960 report most interesting . I 
shar e your concern about "scientific potential" of sightings. I have 
the f ollowing guidance: 

a. My policy is still to divest 4E of responsibility as 
rapidly as possible. 

b . Reference I-B invest igations must be within the current 
limited TDY funds available to 4E2 . 

c . Reference I - C determine with 4D if this is within current 
equipment and manpower r esources available to t hem, if not see me befor e 
commitment. 

PHILIP ANS 
Col onel , USAF 
AFCIN-4E 

• 

l Atch 
Memo f or Recor d 4/ 12/6o 
Sub j : Meeting of UFO Panel 



--------------~.----------------------------------------------------............ ............... 

• 

HE110rl.ANDUI1 FOH HECO?J) 1.2 April 1960 

SUBJEC'1' : Heating of UFO Panel, 7 April 1960 

I . Discussion: 

A. The following topics were discussed: Redirection of procram 
with emphasis tolt~ard possible scientific value , filine systum, and a 
case of falline ice which took place at Dalton , 1assachusctts . 

B. For the past 13 years ATIC has coped with the intelliLence and 
public relations problems presented bJ reports of so- called UFO •s . In 
the latte r days of the 1940's there was some reason surely to fulfill 
the defense obligations or to determine whether the reported phenomena 
would in any way af fect national def ense . 'Ihis was , and has cont:.nued 
to be , the pr imary concern of A1'IC in this respect . Durine the tiozen 
or more years in which A1IC has been the recipient of a total of over 
8000 reports , there has been at no time any evidence that those residual 
reports that could not easily be ascribed to the misidentification of 
corr~on objects such as aircraft, balloons , etc ., showed any hostile intent 
or were devices of a military charac t er . 

C. The convi ction has grown on the part of the people directly con
cerned, and of the panel on UFu ' s , that it has become pointless to con
tinue the type of " scor e- keeping" and monitorint: of UFu sight.i.ngs on the 
basis of hostile intent . This is not held to mean that our fir st look 
at U •'0 reports should not be to detern,ine if they give evidence of possible 
threat to national securiliy, for this is a primary concern ; but rather 
that this should not be the final step in cases which give further indi
cation of having some ereater value because of tneir scientific potential . 
Further , the cases should not be considered individually only, tut their 
collective value shoulci be given equal considerat1on ; i . e . , frequency 
and numbers of fireballs . One might ask why any attention wnatever should 
be paid to this sr.~all l ut steady flow of UFO sightings . 'Io cease all 
attention would first be deliberately to close an important Ai r Force 
function of monitor ing aer ial phenomena . One can never tell when a newly 
launched enemy device might first come to our attention as an UFO re~ort ; 

secondly, the public fully expects the Air Force , as the defense service 
that has obvious cognizance of aerospace, to F.onitor and be aware of evi
dence in the upper atmosphere . A great l oss in public confidence in the 
Air Force might result from co~plete abrorativn of the U~u program. 

D. Furth~rmore , it is now clear to the panel that UFu activities are 
not confined to the Unit ed States, but considerable sucn activity has 
occurred in Fr ance , Italy, Brazil , and of late , we underctand through 
private sources , even Russia is not without si~ilar activitiea . Indeed, 
the panel understands that there are some Husslan scientists wno are 
eiving car eful attention to aerial phenomenaJ broader in eeneral scope 
than UFO ' s , but nonetheless including what we normally hear called UFO 
phenomena . It would be rr.ost embarr assinc if, in view of the rr.any years 
already spent by the United States Air Force on this subje~t , some otner 
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r r o,,p should , in tho i r rela tively short attention to t his subject, find 
or discover any Scientific Potential . It is the panel ' ~ fi rJr, elief , 
based on examined evidence , that the so- call ed unknown sightines ar ~ the 
result of insufficient and i nadequate reportine of natural but unusual 
physical phenomena , oft en perhaps of a meteorolo~ical or astronorr,..:..cal 
charact er . 

~ . The panul fl~ther recognizes that in the next decade sky surv~yors 
electr onic and opt ical , will of necessity incr ease many fold . rew detec
tion devices, such as the Baker Nunn Can,era and lare~ telescof)es <:a.nd radio 
telescopes ar e already in operation, and in particular new electr onic 
devices; e.c. , image conversion devices are in the process of devel opment . 
I t fol l ows, therefore , t hat in the next few years surveillance gr oups will 
have t o c ontend with many of the pehnorr.ena W1 ich heretofore have been 
reported t o ATIC . 1he development of this equipment will of necessity be 
i n£luenced by its ability t o discriminaLe between naturol occurri ne pheno
mena and space probe objects ( r ockets ana missil es) . While these......_s,lrveil
l ance devices will be used for possible scientific pro~ress , it must be 
realisti cally r ecogni zed that they are also, possibly with ref inements , 
the equipment upon which we will depend for the f irst ste~s in defense
detect ion; and it does not call for much imaeination, in view of r ecent 
development s i n the space age, t o r ealize that our ever decr easing time 
allowance for effective reaction i n event of an a ttack will depend 1lpon 
the r eliability and speed of these detectinf devices . It is eq11ally 
dangerous t o thi nk of taking ageressive action due to misidentification 
of an object such as a meteor for an enemy rr.is~ile as it i.s not to take 
action if our detection devices dismiss an ener-.y missile as a Ili~teor . 

In order to r ealize such delicate differences , the ~hysical and cher..ical 
characte r ist ics of various phenomena which have missile- like qualities 
must be exactly determined . Ot her important patterns such as frequency 
of occurrence must also be determined , for this is an indication of how 
oft en our detecting device would be called upon to eliminate such pneno
mena . I t is diff icul t to imagine a device wnich would be aLle to aetect 
missiles or other such objects and not be disturbed by a br ignt met eor . 
1he different iat i ng factors would be small ; therefore , the numbers of 
characteristics and those which ar e at gr eat er variance should be con
sidered to help increase r eli abilit y of such a detector . This , of cuurse , 
necessitates greater knowledge of the char acteristics of both these 
phenom~na and missiles , etc . Ther e is a wealth of material alrea.dy 
in t he ATIC files , tut it requir es furtne r processing for its scientific 
value . 

• 

I I . Recorr~endations : 

A. The panel hereby rec orr~ends a review of past material in light 
of accrued experience , and a t hor ough scj_cntific analysis be made of 
those cases which are determined to be the more outstanding and having 
a hieh scientific potential . 

B. It is recorr~ended t hat in future , after conside r ation has been 
Ci Ven to the threat possibilities, that those cases HlliCh give indicati on 

2 
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1 . 4 ·t'-olt~d ito. ... yo · .i n 'onl1Clt1 '!l 1 f' lder c t 1o1 end nd 
.....nm o. t 1 p c1~. Jh .• )(Jr t t ( oj ct ~.. :000)· ) 

up 

2 . be 1· ··1 .. .1tlotl t .11i Ul JiU.Visory 1 oti 
to the la lt ....,• ~r...,.-.;;;~ of' o th. • which ' 111 ~ 

so eduled ate~. ',c.:rt,a:~b l 'J59 · 

H!CltA.RD .. . .., ).~iOO . 

Colonol, WJ\l 
'-ilN• 4E4 

• 

l Atch: 
o/ o 


