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SM l THSON I AN I NST I T U T I ON 

A STROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 

OFF ICE or T ilE OIHECTOR 
A STHOPHYSICAL OB:iERVATORY 
GO r.AHDCI'I STfl!!Ei 
CAMlli?IDCE 39, MASSACHUSETTS 

JVJajor R obert .T. Fri end 
ATIC 
V/.right Patterson Air Force Base 
D::tytonJ Ohio 

Dear lVIajor Friend: 

2G January 186 0 

\Vith reference to the anomalous rada1· s i ghti ng o.f which I t ook 
a tl'Cln.5c:--ipt, I have ch ecl:ed with some of our radio astronomers and find 
thal this rnight be a scattering phenonu!non . In order to che.ck this it i s 
necessary t o find out (as soon a s possible~ I hope ) whether eith el' of lhc 
r acbrs had any range readings. Also~ it is important to know whether 
ihe:&:·e were any large surveillance or acquisition radars on the ground jn 
the neig~borhood. It is possible that there was a mete orological condition 
n t the tropopause which was scattc cing the b eam fro1n a powerful ground 
r :.t.d nr. In this case, the rada:rs on t he plane would have obs ervc cl a blip, 
l;u t they would not have b een able to get a scl'ics of range rendings on it. 
Thus t his inforn1ation is ralher crucial. 

I will await further inf orn1ntion fl·on1 you on t his before I take 
- the matter up with ARDC. 

Sincerely yours, 

~:>-_-z.~~ 
'/ 

J. Allen Hyne k 
.Associate Dir ec tor 
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