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Ica Fall - Dalton, Massachusetls

On 25 Mareh 1960, a 30 pound chunk of ice foll in Dalton, Massactusetts.
The area was surveyed ty an ATIC investigator, and there wWars no ovore
neoad ob jects from wnhich the ico could have fallsn. The splatter pattem
wasd a falrly even distributicn over an area 23' by 23's, The ice was
described as rather porous, or like rire ice. A sample was taken fronm
tha centar of ona of the larger pieces in an attempt to preclude con-

tamination from the local area, The samdle was transported to ATIC

ivh
in an air tight container. An analysisa of the sample was accomplished .

Ly the physics laboratory of tae Wrignh Air Develomient Division, and
a ¢copy of the report 1s atitachment L to this document.
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EMO 10 Major Friend

SUBJECT: Report of Dalton, liass, [ce Fall, 25 ila 1260

N » o lmd e v, [ . E = non d . ! ¥ ¥
ey BOT, -‘I‘ul;ﬂ{_, 25 March 1960, Mr and Mrs *ﬁi,

Dalton, Mass. reported the fzll of many pounds of ice

. T -‘l"‘-'
ror the sky. This was reported on the radio, and T called /<SR
and asked him to put a sample of the ice in the freezer. Later in the

il oL |

week (D, 2 friend of mine, voluntesred Lo make the trin from
™ o o - g2 " L] L 1‘ . ¥
Boston to Dalton, Mass. (300 miles) round Lrip, to pick up the ice., He
?uu & chunk out of the center of the ice ﬂanplu and the melted sample
18 herewith submitted,
2+ The circumstances of Ihﬁ fall werae these: Shortly before 10:30 the
- i I {' i ™ ,-- (alal Y 7 5 P - - i % .l e ’ ¥ E & ;i :
{ii“h‘.‘: 8 1% y&t'.-.l? FJ."-_.I son returned from an errand making copious tracks
1n the snow; within a few V1ﬂwt?ﬁ there was a very loud noise outside
5 s i BT & = - . . . . 5
tn@t‘”ahmﬂm the house", reryone dashed outside thinking that there
had teen a bad aubumﬂullﬂ “nchgﬁnt someplace. All) that was found was
.L‘y - . - - " 1 : 1 | "
the Iallen ice which landed very close to the tracks in the snow made
o -, -y - | \ ~ ' L. 2 7 1 : -
by th Just El.fﬂw'n‘ITItU earlier. This made a hole in the

o
~
=

¢t 0
‘:‘J

*”1:.1 about one inch deep, The landing spot of the ice is pictured
nclosure, and also close-ups of the ice. It was determined that
ice could not have fallen from the roof or the trees. The landin:
pattern of the ice is shown in inclosed diagran )

F";

1-.!1

rme s

3. The ice itself resembled tapioca snow and was considerab] Ly less

dense than ordinary ice for it was quite coarsz and a chin)k the size
' u - - X A1 —_ L 4

of a man's head probably weighed not much more than a pound. By no

cnnﬁluﬂratﬁcn conld tﬂa frozen snow=-ice be thought the sane as the
surrounding snow and ice,

e
i
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by # MMt noce
L.T.tu T.‘:lq[..-:l;.:b:'ﬂ“ﬁ

] ’ H
4‘--“ ] 4'*3#1--1'- : . L b 1 .-— = —
o LAVEWU ThHhay tﬂ”‘:f CO i obe thlrh. J.Il'“‘.f airso stated that the LY house
1 - e 3 - - * s |
aoes nov lie under any scheduled airlines.

5 L Sample ) WAt ha tn Nir : -
. S Sdl __..!_._C, of the watler nas been 4 riven to I 1 at onmlithsonian
Ty ';” W = = Y n il T - % . | # - 1
for tritium analysis. It is suggested the present samnle be subiected
L A 3 L i W
(A 1 23321 VS1S ::ut- -JI‘Irﬂit EICJ\.I..
™ | B | | ]
or J. Allen Hynek
RIS . oy Y gt 1 . b TE F s 3 e oy | 1 ' g
NOTE:s Water :ahﬂ--_;ﬁ-*.r.z should be analyzed for tyve of water (co 1stal,
I'a Ln, etc ), mineral cocntent, and organic content, and such
) 4y 1 - = 1 " = i - - - > -
other analysis as is deemed aporopriate - 2lso spectrorranhic
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JAAS Xopore i3 not tolde
WRIGHT AIR DEVELOPHENT CENTER used in whole or in pars

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHiQ _°F edvertislag or sales
promoSion purpos=3,

YHISICS LABORATORY

EVALUATION REPORT
LOALISIS OF JOR WALER

REPORT NR: UWWHC POO=7 DATE: | llay 1960
PROJECT NR: S57TTL0X TYPE EVALUATION:
MANUFACTURERA: SPEC NR:

suemitrend a2v: ATCINeh2 ITEM SERIAL NHR:

Jarmea O, Tolien
I. PURP

Yo enalyze a sample of thawed lce wabter and determine it3 composisicn,
II. FAG DJ'L'

Xeo .'I'hz sampla was received snd assigned Physics Laboratory Subordsre Mo,
P"' » |

2. 4he scmple was analyzed by cmission spectroscovy and oeray diffrseticn
ocnalysis.

S« Tnission speotroarapais analysias indicated tha vater to have {the
Jollowing compositions

Filtered Thawed ice valter -
dinor - lagnesium

“races ~ Silicom, nanganess, =2luminum, iroa, niskel,
copper, codium, zias, ohronminm and calsium

Large ond small particles (residne) -

Pringipal ~ Calecium

Hajors - Silison, mazaesium, alumiaum sad irom

Minors - l=ngzaneas, copper, ascdium, zine, titanium and
carominm

Uraces - Tin, lead and nicksl
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o Xeray diffrection anal i3 indicaled thas the large and small pardticles
are the same corpound. The coupound was idantifled as silicen dioxida
(3i01), a natural nineral.

IIX, CLNCIDSIONS

‘hare wad not enough of the thawed ice watoer o conduch any obther
axalysia,

IV,  PECCMWENDATIONS
i lone, data meraly submitsad,

PUBLICATION REVIEW

“his revort has been reoviewsd end 1z anprovod,
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