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2. LOCATION

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

12. CONCLUSIONS

)k Arw“ oi) Vicinity Bitburg AB, Gu*r.:zu “

3. DATE-TINE GROUP 'P'"‘T?T-chﬁ"ﬂa..nfzw‘rlm R T
Loca! ..7; I Ground-VYisual O Crosund-Rodar g

: Gﬁ_riT.’..:: 19154 - : O Afee Vi suol 0 fkir-i tercoph ﬁ'ndur O
5. PHOTOS 8. SOURCE SRR WO A T T R S R )
O Yes . |0

5 No | Military 0

7. LENGTH OF OBS5SRVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 1o
D

3 sec onea descending 3

Was Bolloon

Probably Bolloon

Poasibly Balleon
Was Alveraft

Probably Aircreft
Possibly Airvcraft

Was Astronomical

Probably Astronomicenl ['afhoor
Possibly Astronamicul

Other
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Insufficiant Deta far Evaluntien

Unknown

10. BRIZE SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Round, one-half size of dime at arm's lmwth,

wh.'lte, gppeared as falling star with pieces
falling off. Curved toward earth, disappearing
ﬁﬁin& ouilding.

11. COMMENTS

Description is typical of a mete
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No Case (Information Only) 1 April 1960 |
Raleigh, North Carolina
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The Wallopss Island UFO

Perhaps the most spectacular (and short-dived) UFQO in history
appeared at G:55 v E.S.T. on April 1, 1g6o, along the east coast.
A bright-vellow streak of fire shot up from the horizon into the
castern sky and slowly changed into a huge zigzag pattern. With
the steeak of fire appeared a large reddish sphere, reported by
some observers to be as large as the full moon and many times
brighter than a planct. Visible along the entire eastern seaboard,
the brilliant object slowly moved eastward, followed by a trail of
agreenish sparks. While still at high altitude oul over the Atlantic
Ocean, it suddenly vanished—as though it had simply taken off into
outer space. Switchboards in eastern citics were jammed as wit-
nesses catled newspapers, universities, and nearby observatories to
report a comet, a fiveball, or a flying saucer.

Newspapers immdeiately printed a full explanation of this April
Fool's Day apparition: a scheduled but unannounced rocket Lanunch-
ing from Wallops Island, Virginia. The yellow fire was debris from
the rocket, reflecting the rays of the setting sun; contrary winds in
the upper atmosphere produced the zigzag form. The luininous
globe was a full-scale model of the Echo satellite—an inflated
balloon 100 feet in diameter, carried aloft by the rocket. Dry powder
escaping throngh holes in the balloon produced the greenish tail.
The object had “vanished” when the balloon fell back into the
carth’s shadow and was thus no longer visible.

Although the newspapers published a full explanation within a
day or two, some sancer enthusiasts continued to treat the appari-
tion as a mystery. In its Special Bulletin for May the National In-
vestigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (see Chapter xiu)
included the incident under “Recent UFO Sightings” and deseribed
the object as a bright, pulsating UFO that hovered in one spot for
several minutes before it began to move. Not until three months
after the launching did the organization concede (UFO Investiza-
for, July-August, 1g60) that the UFO of April 1 was “probably™ the
giant balloon sent up from Wallops Island.

On August 12, 1900, the counterpart of this balloon went into
orbit and becaine the satellite Echo, which is still circling the ecarth,
shining like a star of the first magunitude near dawn or sunset.
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No Case (Ionformation Only) 2 April 1960
Long Beach, California
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No Case (Information Only) 6 April 1960
1 Opa Locka, ¥Ylorida
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7 April 19269 _
No Cage LisEumas ol PER Mozambigue, Bast Africa

On April 7 ot liozambique, Fost Africa a round orange cbjoot,
shich emittad a glow landed and four little men ewerged and ran into
the woods-—-then their craft exploded with lorge concusslions, Prior 1o
= of the object, it made a loud vhistling sound, The

. - - = .'.‘ - . = b = - » - S . I L ; e ]
seg numbered in the hundreds, however no additional yeport has.




" | 1 13 April 19060
No Case (Information On ¥) Lexington, Massachusetts

On April 13 at Icxinghon, * noted Boston area newscaster,

Tmaesnes  SeSetbes

elong with his wife and family watched a bright white UFO sweep across the sky at
8:40 P.M, The UFO moved from west to east, then made a graduval tuen to the north
6ver tha eastsrn horizon, Stuart checked with observatories and ruled oub the
pessibility of a satellite befora reporting the sighling on . vhile checking

he learned that Fort Monmouth, N.J, radar had tracked a UF0 al about the same time-

epparently the same object,
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