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JANAP 14b(D) 

CHAPTER I 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF COMMUNICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
FOH REPORrriNG VITAL INTELLIGENCE SIGIITINGS 

l ul . Purr;>ose . - Tl1e purpose of this publication is to provide uniform 
ins t ructions for the peacetime reporting of vital lntelllgence sightings 
and to provide communication instructions for the passing of thes e in
telligence reports to appropriate mil i tar y authori t ies . 

1CJ2 . Scope . -

a . Th is publication is limited to the reporting of information 
of vital importance to the security of the United States of America and 
Canada a nd their forces , which i n the opinion of the observer , requires 
very urgen t defensive and/or investigative action by the US a nd/or Cana 
dian Armed Forces . 

f or : 
b . The procedures contained i n this publicat i on are provided 

(1) US and Canadian civil and c ommercial aircraft . 

(2) US and Canadian government and mil ita r J aircraft other 
than thos e operating under separate r eporting direc t ives . 

(3) US and Canadian merchant vessel s operating under US and 
Ca nadian registr y . 

(4) US and Canadian government and militar y vessels other 
than those opera ting under separ ate r eporting directives . 

(5 ) Certain other US and Canadian vessels including fishing 
vessels . 

(6) Militar y installations receiving repor ts from civilian 
or militar J l a nd based or ~aterborne observers unless 
operating under s e para t e repor ting directives . 

(7) Government and civilian agencies whi ch may i nitiate re 
ports on receipt of i nf or mation from land - based , airborne 
or waterborne observers . 

103 . Message Identification . -

a . Reports made from airborne a nd l and-based sources will be 
identified by CIRVIS pronounce d SUR VEES as 'v •1 e first word of the tex t . 
(Refer Chapter II) . 

b . Reports made by wa terborne sources wil l be i den t ified by 
MERINT pronounced as MUR ENT as the first word of the t ex t . (Refer 
Chapter III ) . 

1 - 1 ORIGINAL 
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CHAPTER II 

CIRVIS REPORTS 

SECTION I - GENERAL 

2Ul . Informat i on to be Reported and When to Reporl . -

a . Sishtinss within the scope of this 
Article 1U2btl) , t 2) , (6) and (7) , a re to be 

chapter , as 
reported as 

JANAP 146(D) 

outlined in 
foll ows : 

(1) While a irborne (except over foreign lerritory - s ee 
paragraph 2lv) and from land based observer s . NOTE : 
Cana da and the United States are not considered foreign 
territory for either countr y- for the purposes of this 
publica tion . 

(a) Hostile or unidentified single aircraft or forma
tions of aircraf t which appear to be direc ted against 
the United States or Canada or their f orces . 

(b) Missiles . 
• 

(c) Unidentified flying objects . 

(d) Hostile or unidentif i ed s ubmarines . 

(e) Hostile or unidentified gr oup or groups of military 
s urface vessels . 

(f) Individual surface vessels , submarines , or aircraft 
of unconventional design , or engaged in suspicious 
activity or observed in a location or on a course 
\~hich may be interpre ted . as constituting a threat to 
the United States , Canada or their forces . 

(g) Any unexplained or unusual activity which may i ndi
cate a possible attack against or through Canada or 
the Uni ted States , including the presence of any 
unidentif ied or other suspicious ground parties in 
the Polar r egion or other remote or sparsely popu
lated areas . 

(2) Upon land.ing . 

(a) Reports which for any reason could not be transmitted 
while airborne . 

(b) Unlisted airfields or facili t ies , weather stations , 
or ai r na vigation aids . 

(c ) Post- landing reports . 

2 - 1 ORIGINAL 
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SECTION II - PROCEDURES 

2U2 . General . - Comrnunlcations procedures to be employed will be basi 
cally those prescribed for ihe communications svstem or service uJed . 
Continuing efforts wil l be made by a n aircraft originating ~ CIRVIS 
report to insure thai each CIRVIS message is received by an uprropria te 
station . 

203 . Precedence (priority or transmission ) . -

a . To avoid delays by aircraft in rendering a ClRVIS re port to 
a ground facility , the word "CIRVIS " spoken three (3) Limes will be 
employed , preceding the call , to clear the frequency(ies) over all other 
communications , except DlSTRESS , URGENCY and SAFETY, to insure its ex
peditious handling . 

b . Should instance s occur , when use of the above procedure f ails 
to clear the freque ncy(ies) over all other communications ln progress 
except as provided for in 2U3a , th.e International Ur~ency Signal "XXX" 
transmitted three (3) t imes or "PAN" spoken three (3) times will be 
employed to fac i litate disposition of the message to the receiving 
f acility . 

c . The following precedence will be employed i n the transmission 
of all CIRVIS reports , as appropriate , commensurate with ihe communica 
tions facilities used : 

Tabulati on 

Circuit clearance 
International Urgency 

Signal (alternate) 
MilitarJ precedence 
Commercial class of 

service Indicator 

CIRVIS CIRVIS CIRVIS 
XXX XXX XXX or PAN PAN PAN 

Y or Emergency 
RAP ID US GOVT for US Government 
activiti e s or RUSH for Canadian 
Government activities (to be used 
only when refiled wi th commerc i al 
companies ) 

204 . Con t ents of CIRVIS Reports . -

a . Airborne CIRVIS reports will be similar to routine airc raft 
position repor ts transmitted b~ eitt1er radiotele phone or radiotelegraph . 
The appropriate procedure s to be emplojed will be those applicable to 
communications facilities utilized . The reports should contain the 
following information , when appropriate , in the order listed : 

• 

• 

(1) CIRVIS Report . 

(2) Iden tification of reporting aircraft or observer as 
appropriate . 

(3) Ob ject sighted . Give brief descript ion of the sighting 
whic h should contain the foll owing i tems as appr opriate . 

2 - 2 ORIGINAL 
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(a) Number of aircraft , vessels , missiles , submarines , 
etc . 

(b) Category of object , general description , e . g ., size , 
shape , type of propulsion , etc . 

(4) The position of the object . This can be indicated by 
any of the following methods : 

(a) Latitude and Longitude . 

(b) Over a radlo fix . 

(c) True bearing a nd distance from a radio fix . 

(d) Over a well - known or well-defined geographic point . 

(e) True bearing and dis tance fr om a geographic point . 

(5) Date a nd time of sighting (GMT) . 

(6) Al titude of object . 

(7) Direction of travel of object . 

(8) Speed of object . 

( 9 ) Any observed identification , insignia , or other signif 
icant information . Every reasonable effort s hould be 
made to posit ively identify the object sighted . 

Example of a n air/&round radiotelephone transmission : 
• 

( Aircraft) CIRVIS CIRVIS CIRVIS - KINDLEY THIS IS AIR FORCE TWO 
FIVE NINE THREE SIX - CIRVIS REPORT - OVER 

( Aeronau tical 
Station) AIR FORCE TWO FIVE NINE THREE SIX THIS IS KINDLEY -

GO AHEAD 

(Aircraft) EMERGENCY - CIRVIS REPORT - AIR FORCE TWO FIVE NINE 
THREE SIX SIGHTED FORMATION OF SIX JET BOMBERS - CON 
FIGURATION IS SWEPT WING WITH EIGHT JET ENGINES -
TWO HUNDRED MILES EAST OF BERMUDA ON THIRTEEN MAY AT 
ONE THREE FIVE ZERO ZULU - ALTITUDE THREE FIVE THOUSAND -
HEADING TWO SEVEN ZERO DEGREES - NO MARKINGS OBSERVED -
OVER 

( Aeronautical 
Station) KINDLEY - ROGER - OUT 
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JANAP 146(D) 
Exam le of an ound radiotele sion : 

(Aircraft) XXX XXX XXX AFA3 DE A482U7 

(Aeronautical 
Station ) A48207 DE AFA3 K 

(Aircraft) Y- CIRVIS REPORT . A482U7 SIGHTED .............. ETC . 

(Aeronautical 
Station ) A48207 DE AFAR AR 

2U5 . Additional CIRVIS Reports . -
• 

a . Additional reports should be made if more information 
becomes available concerning a previously sighted object . These re 
ports should contain a reference to the original report sufficient 
to identify them wi th the original sighting . 

Example of a n air/~round radiotelephone transmission : 

(Aircraft) CIRVIS CIRVIS CIRVIS - KINDLEY THIS IS AIR FORCE TWO 
FIVE NINE THREE SIX - CIRVIS REPORT - OVER 

( Aer onautical 
Station ) AIR FORCE TWO FIVE NINE THREE SI X - THIS IS KINDLEY -

GO AHEAD 

( Aircraft ) EMERGENCY - THE SIX JET BOMBERS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED AT 
ONE THREE FIVE ZERO ZULU BY AIR FORCE TWO FIVE NINE 
THREE SIX ARE NOW ONE THREE ZERO MILES WEST OF BERMUDA 
AT ONE FOUR THREE FIVE ZULU - HEADING TWO SEVEN ZERO 
DEGREES - OVER 

( Aeronauti cal 
Station) KINDLEY - ROGER - OUT 

NOTE : In radiotelegraph transmission, the same procedures would apply 
as prescribed in para 204 . 

b . Cancella tion reports should be made in the event a previously 
reported sighting is positively identif i ed as friendly or that it has 
been erroneously repor ted . Such report s should be t ransmi tted as a 
brief message cancelling the previous report (s) . 

Example of an air/gr ound radiotelephone transmission : 

(Aircr aft) CIRVIS CIRVIS CIRVIS - KINDLEY THI S IS AIR FORCE TWO 
FIVE NINE THREE SIX - CIRVIS REPORT - OVER 

( Aeronautical 
Station) AIR FORCE TWO FIVE NINE THREE SIX THIS IS KINDLEY -

GO AHEAD 
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(Aircraft) EMERGENCY - CANCEL CIRVIS REPORT OF ONE THREE FIVE ZERO 
ZULU BY AIR FORCE TWO FIVE NINE THREE SIX - SIX JET 
BOMBERS POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS AIR FORCE BRAVO FORTY 
SEVENS AT ONE FOUR FOUR SIX ZULU - OVER 

( Aeronautical 
Station) KINDLEY - ROGER - OUT 

NOTE : I n radiotelegraph transmission, the same procedures would app ly 
as prescribed in para 204 . 

c . A post- landing report is desired immediately after landing 
by CINCNORAD or RCAF-ADC to amplify the airborne report(s) . This may 
be filed with either the military or civil communications facility 
located at the place of landing . If the landing is not made in Cana
dian or United States territory the report should be made to the neares t 
Canadian or United States military or diplomatic representative in t hat 
area . The post- landing report wil l refer to the airborne report(s ) and , 
in addition, contain a brief resume of weather condi tions at the time 
of sighting(s), verification of the sighting(s) by other personnel and 

• any other information deemed appropriate . If the sighting was identified 
as friendly, and a report so stating was filed while airborne , no post
landing report is required. 

• 

(l) If no airborne report was made as a result of inability 
to reach a communications station or due to being over 
foreign territory (see paragraph 210 ), the post-landing 
report wi ll contain all the information a vai lable con-
cerning the s ighting . 

206 . Addressing. -

a . Aircraft . - It is imperative that all CIRVIS reports reach 
the appropriate military commands as quickly a.s possible . The reports, 
therefore, shall be transmitted as soon as possible after the sighting . 
Ground procedures have been established to handle CIRVIS reports by 
either military or civil facilities , so the same procedures as those 
now established and in use by pilots for ai r traffic control shall be 
followed. When contact by civil or military pilots cannot be estab 
lished with any ground communications station , maximum effort shall be 
made to relay the CIRVIS reports via other aircraft wi th which communi
cation is possible . 

(l) Post-landing reports should be addressed to CINCNORAD, 
Ent AFB, Colorado Springs, Colorado , or RCAF - ADC, St . 
Hubert , Quebec whichever is the more convenient if the 
sighting occurred within or adj acen t to the North 
American continent. Whichever of these headquarters 
receives the report will immediately notify the other 
and also all other addressees of the original report (s) . 
If the sighting(s) occurred in other areas , the post 
landing report should be made to the nearest US or 

2- 5 ORIGINAL 
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Cana dian mlll tary or diplomatic represen tative in that 
a r ea who will forward the report as prescribed in sub 
paragr aph 206b(l)(a) . 

b . r,ommunic~tions Stations . - Communications stations (to in
clude any civil or military facility such as control tower , naval shore 
radio station , approach con trol , ARTC center , or any other communica
tions facility) r eceiving CIRVIS reports will immediately after receipt 
lng process the r eport as follows (for additional instructions to US 
military fixed communications stations i n Cana da , Al aska and Greenla nd 
see subpar agraph (2) (a) below) : 

• 

• 

(1) US mi l itary fixed communications stations will multiple
address the CIRVIS report to the following address 
designations : 

(a) For sightings in overseas areas - report s will be 
forwarded to : 

1 . -

2 . -

3 . -

Addressees as prescribed by Area Commanders . 
(Normally , these addressees are the operating 
service commands concerned) . 

Comma nder- in- Ch i ef, North American Air Defense 
Command (CINNORAD) , Ent AFB , Colorado Springs , 
Color a do . 

Chief of Staff , United States Ai r Force (COFS , 
US AF ) , Washington, D. C. 

(2) Canadian and US military fixed communications stations 
will multiple address the CIRVIS reports to the foll ow
i ng address designations : 

(a) For sightings wi thin or adjacent to the North 
American continent , reports will be forwarded to : 

l . Commander of the nearest joint air defense -
di vi sion , command or group . 

2 . CINCNORAD , Ent AFB , Colorado Springs , Colorado . -
3 . Appropriate Sea Fr ontie r Comman d : -

4 . -

a . -

b . -

Commander , Western Se a Frontier (COMWEST 
SEAFRON) , San Francisco , California . 

Commander , Eastern Sea Frontier (COMEAST 
SEAFRON) , New York , N. Y. 

• 

Chief of Staff , United States Air Force (COFS , 
USAF ) Washington , D. C. 

2- 6 ORIGINAL 

• 

& 



• 

• 

• 

• 

JANAP 146(D) 

2 · RCAF Alr Def ense Command (CANAIRDEF) St . Hubert , 
Montreal , Canada . 

6 . ..... Appropriate Flag Officer in Command : 

a . ..... 

b . ..... 

Canadian Fla~ Officer , Atlantic Coast , 
(CANFLAGLANT) , Hal ifax, Nova Scotia . 

Canadian Flag Officer , Pacific Coast , 
(C ANFLAGPAC) , Esquimalt , Br tish Columbia . 

( 3 ) Civi l communications stations will ·handle CIRVIS reports 
r eceived from either a ircraft or other communications 
stations as follows : 

(a) Air Carrier company stations will pass the CIRVIS 
report , exact l y as received , to the nearest CAA or 
DOT ARTC center in the same ma nner as air t raffic 
con trol information . 

(b) CAA or DOT communications stations , upon receipt of 
a CIRVIS report will immedia telJ pass the report to 
the appropriate ARTC cen ter . 

(c) CAA or DOT ARTC Centers . Upon receipt of CIRVIS 
reports , ARTC centers will forward them immediately 
to the appropriate military facility as prescr ibed 
by agreement with the appropriate mili tarJ commander . 

207 . Acceptance of a nd Respons ibilitJ for CIRVIS Reports . -

a . The following activities have responsibilities as follow s : 

(1) CONCNORAD or RCAF - ADC wil l review all CIRVIS reports to 
ascertain that they have been addressed i n accorda nce 
with paragraph 206 and f orward reports to any omitted 
addressees i n the United States and Canada respectively . 
These headquarters are the normal points of contact 
between the t wo countries and are responsible for pass 
ing CIRVIS reports of i n terest , i ncluding post - landing 
reports , to each other . 

(2) Uni t ed State s or Canadian military or diplomatic author 
ities in rece ipt of CIRVIS r epor ts that have not been 
previous l y f orwa rded shou l d take the act i on i ndicated 
i n paragraph 206 without de lay by the most rapid means 
available . 

(3) Chief of Staf f , USAF , will disseminate CIRVIS repor ts to 
appropriate agenc ies i n the Washington , D. C. are a . 

(4) RCAF- ADC and the Canadian Flag Officers will be res pon 
sible for noti f ying Canadian military headqua r t ers in 
Ottawa concerning CIRVI S r eports . 

2 - 7 ORIGINAL 



I 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

r j 
1 

11 c 

• 

• 

. -
m 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

r : 

• 

• 

b 

• 

n 
·r 

-

t 

"uo.ry 

• r 

( 

f 

• 

.. • 

tl. 

• 

r 1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

( 

• 

• 

t r 

( 

j,JL OK ( t n 1 
. Th' 

' I 

n 

y . 

' fy 

G " . f . 
r . v1 

• 

• 
y 

lt 

r 

S4., th 
unt · 

d 
h 1 

• 

• 

t 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

f r 

• 

p 
t"U 

) 

t 

. r 

1 

• • 

y f 
r 

• • • • 

• 

• • • r l • 

• 

• 

1') 

1. · n ·t ) 
w I t'l 

• 

. f . 

• 

1 

f t 
\.; . t 

b 

m 1 h p lb · z 
l b' ct ' v co 

• 

I 

• r ..; 

( t • -
• • • • • 

• 

1 

• • • 
• 

I • • • 
• 

• • 

• • • • • 

t • 

• • • 
v 

s vr r 
• y . 

• 

l 
• • 

• 

• • • 
1 

• 

• • 
• 

• 
• • 

• • 

• -
• • 

• -

• 

• 

) 

:.---------------~----------~ • 
I 

tl f 1 
t ' 

• • 

• • • 

• 

"G UOO 11
• 

~ l 

• 

• 

• 

d r 
l 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

I 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

~ . 

• 

I 

• 

• • 

• 

. ... 

- - . 

-
• • • 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• -
• 

l 
• 

• 

• • -

• • 

-
• 

-
• 

• 

• 

\ 

- -

• 
• 

1 

• 

• • 

-



J ANAP 146(D) 

(5) Sea Frontie r Commanders wi ll be res ponsible f or notl
f~ing Chief of Naval Oper ations and appropr iate Fleet 
Commanders concerning CIRVIS repor ts . 

b . Fixed and mobile mi l itar y communicati ons fac ili ties a nd 
mil ~arJ personnel having occasion to handle CIRVIS reports must lend 
assistance i n all cases required i n ex pe diting CIRVIS repor ts . All 
civilian facilities and personnel are also urge d to do so . Max imum 
effort must be made by all persons handling CIRVIS repor ts to insure 
positive imme diate de l iver y . 

c . 
REMAINDER 
DELIVERED 

WHEN A 
IS NOT 
IN THE 

STATION RECEIVES A PARTIAL CIRVIS REPORT AND Tlffi 
IMMEDIATELY FORTHCOMING , IT WILL BE RELAYED OR 
SAME MANNER AS A COMPLETE REPORT . 

SECTION III - SECURITY 

208 . Militar.1 and Qlvili an , - Tr ansmission of CIRVIS re ports are 
sub ject to the U. S . Communications Act of 1934 , as amended , and the 
Canadian Rad i o Act of 1938 , as amended . AnJ person who violates the 
provisions of thes e acts may be liable to prosecution thereunder . 
These repor ts con tain infor mation affecting the National Defense of the 
Uni ted States a nd Canada . AnJ person who makes a n unauthorized trans 
mission or disclosur e of such a report may be liable to prosecution 
under Title 18 of the US Code , Chapter 37 , or the Canadian Official 
Secrets Act of 1~3 J , as amended . This should not be construed as re 
qu i ring classification of CIRVIS messages . The purpose is to empha ~ ize 
the necessity f or the handling of such information within official 
channels only . 

SECTION IV - EVALUATION REPORTS 

2v> . Action by Activities , -

a . All investigative measures and evaluation processes insti t~ted 
bJ addressees , and by originating authorities where applicable , will be 
handled in accordance with ex isting procedures and report~d in accord 
ance with these instructi ons , i nsuring that appropriate commands as 
listed in paragraph 206 are kept fully informed of investigative re sults 
and evaluations . These evaluations shall be expressed in terms i ndi 
cating the r eported sighting as being Positive , Probab le , Possib l e, or 
No Threat insofar as bein a threat to the securit of the Uni ted States 
of Amer i ca or Cana a or orces , or an exp anat on o e c t 
reported when known . 

b . The first t wo wor ds of the tex t of a n evaluation repor t shall 
be "CIRVIS EVALUATION " followed by the date - time - gr ou p and/or other 
i den t if icati on of the CIRVIS report(s) being eva luated . 
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SECTION V - SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

210 . Radio Transmission Restric t i ons . - CIRVIS reports wil l not be 
transmitted by radio wh ile over foreign ~erritory , other than Greenland 
or Iceland, bu t will be transmitted as soon as practicable upon leaving 
foreign territorial boundarie s . In accordance v1ith special per mission 
fr om the Danish government, reports may be transmitted while traversing 
Greenland . Foreign territor y includes all territor y except international 
water areas and territory under the juri sdicti on of the United State s 
of America and Canada . 

SECTION VI - COMMERCIAL CHARGES 

211 . Charges . -

a . All charges incurred in handling CIRVIS reports 
f acilities will be char~ed to the U. S . Department of t he 
(accounting symbol "AF") . Insofar as practicable , CIRVIS 
handled should be forwarded RAPID US GOVT COLLECT . 

b . All charges incurred in handling CIRVIS reports 
Canadia n facilities wil l be charged to the Royal Canadian 
Insofar as practicable , CIRVIS report s so handled will be 
"RUSH COLLECT" . 

t hrough U. S . 
Air For ce 
repor ts so 

through 
Air Force . 
f orwa rded 

c . Any or all questions of charges wil l be resolved after traf 
fic has been handled . In no case shou l d CIRVIS r eports be delayed 
because of communication handling char ges . 
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CHAPTER III 

MERINT REPORTS 

SECTION 1 - GENERAL 

301 . Information to be Reported and When to Report . -

JANAP 146(D) 

a . Sightings within the sco~e of thls chapter , as outlined in 
Article 1U2b , (3) , (4) , (5) a nd (6) are to be reported as follows : 

(1) Immediately (except when within territorial waters of 
nations othe r than Canada or the USA as prescribed bJ 
International Law) . 

(a) Host ile or unidentified single aircraft or forma 
tion of aircraft which appear to be directed against 
Canada or the United States or their forces . 

(b) Missiles . 

(c) Unidentified flying objects . 

(d) Hostile or uniden tified submarines . 

(e) Hostile or uniden tified group or groups of militar y 
surface vessels . 

(f) Individual surface vessels , submarines , or aircraft 
of unconventional design , or engaged in suspicious 
activities or observed i n a n unusual locati on . 

(g) Any unexplained or unusual activity which may indi 
cate possible attack against or through Cana da or 
the United States , including the presence of any 
unidentified or other suspicious ground parties in 
the Polar Region or other remote or sparsely popu 
lated areas . 

SECTION II - PROCEDURES 

302 . General . - Communication pr ocedur es to be employed will be basi 
cally those prescribed f or the communications system or services used . 
Merchant ships will employ normal i nte r national commercial communication 
procedures and utilize existing commercial or military facilities as 
appropriate . Every effort will be made to obtain an a cknowledgme nt for 
each MERINT message t ransmitted . Canadian or U. S . vessels which a re 
manned by military or civil service personnel will use military communi
cation procedure . 

3 - 1 ORIGINAL 
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303 . Precedence (priority of t ransmission) . - Transmission of MERINT 
reports s hall be precede"d by the word "MERINT" spoken three Limes OR 
by its alternate , the international "Urgency Signal" . Additionally , 
the military precedence of "Emergency" shall be used if the report is 
addressed to military activities . Governmental precedence of ''Rapid 
U. S . Government

11 
for reports addressed to other U. S . Government 

ac ti vi ties , or Canad ian ''Rush'' , for reports addressed to Canadian 
Government activities shall be used : 

Tabulation 

Circuit clearance 
International Urgency Signal 

(Alternate) 
Military Precedence 
Commercial Class of Service 

Indicator 

MERINT MERINT· MERINT 
XXX XXX XXX or PAN PAN PAN 

Y or Emergency 
RAPID US GOVT for US Government 
activi ties or RUSH for Canadian 
Governmen t activities (to be 
used only when refiled with 
commercial companies) 

304 . Contents of MERINT Reports . -

a . MERI NT reports should contain the following as applicable in the order lis t ed : 

• 

• 

(1) "MERINT
11 

wil l always be the first word of the tex t . 

( 2) Name a nd call letters of reporting sh ip . 

(3) Object sighted . Give brief description of the sighting 
which should contain the following items as appropriate : 

(a) Number of aircraft, vessels, missiles , submarines , 
etc . 

(b) Category of object , general description , e . g ., 
s i ze , shape , type of propulsion , etc . 

(4) Ship ' s position at t ime of sightings . 

(5) Date and time of sighting (GMT)* 

(6) Altitude of object expressed as Low , Medium or High . 

(7) Direction of t r avel of ob ject . 

(8) Speed of object . 

( 9) Any observed identif i cation , insignia , or other signif 
icant informat i on . Every reasonable effort should be 
~ade to positively identify the object sighted . 
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(10) Conditions of sea and weather . 

* " 071430Z " is an example of a complete date-time group (DTG) . When 
broken into component parts (07) is the day of the month , followed by 
(14) the hour in 24 hour time , followed by (30) the minutes of the hour , 
followed by (Z) the time zone . "Z" signifies t.,hat., Greenwich Mean Time 
has been used in composing the date-time group . 

Day of Month Hour Expressed 
in 24 hour time 

Minutes of 
the hour 

Indication that 
GMT is being used 

EXAMPLE of a Radiotelephone Transmission : 

MERINT MERINT MERINT - WHISKEY ZULU TANGO - THIS IS KILO HOTEL 
WHISKEY MIKE - OVER 
KILO HOTEL WHISKEY MIKE - THIS IS - WHISKEY ZULU TANGO - OVER 
WHISKEY ZULU TANGO - THIS IS - KILO HOTEL WHISKEY MIKE 
MERINT SS TUNA KILO HOTEL WHISKEY MIKE SIGHTED FORMATION OF SIX 
JET BOMBERS LAT 40N 50E A'I' 2115002 ALTITUDE MEDIUM HEADING 
270 DEGREES TYPE OF AIRCRAFT NOT OBSERVED BEFORE WIND FORCE 
3 SEA CALM -
OVER 

EXAMPLE of a Radiotelegraph Transmission : 

MERINT MERINT MERINT CFH DE KHWM K 
KHWM DE CFH K 
CFH .DE KHWM 
"RAP ID U S GOVERNMENT" or CANADIAN "RUSH" 
MERINT (REMAINDER OF TEXT) 
2115132 J ONES KHWM 
K 

305 . Additional MERINT Reports . -

a . Amplifying Reports . -

(1) When additional information becomes available to any 
observer and is of importance , it is to be transmitted 
as a "MERINT AMPLIFY" report . 

(2) Amplifying reports are to be handled in the same way 
as the original report except that the first t wo words 
of the text will be "MERINT AMPLIFY" foll owed by the 
date and time of filing of the MERINT report being 
amplified . 

(3) Amplifying reports on aerial objects normally consist 
of additional information pertaining to the sighted 
object ' s size , shape ; description of jet or rocket 
streams; color , sound ; if multiple objects , the number; 
type ; method of propulsion; number of engines; insignia 
and estimated speed . 
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(4) AmplifJing reports on submarines or surface oiehtings 
normally consist of ~dditional informat on on the state 
of sea and weather , including visibllitJ · actlons of 
object (course , Slleed , evasive maneuveru , etc . ) identi
fication markJ , (flagJ , signals , number· , exchange of 
communication ) ; closest range at which object observed · 
anJ further remarks , (dived , surfaced , commenced "nark
ling , stopped snorkl ing , etc . ) 

b . Cancallation Reports . -

(1) Cancellation reports should be made in the event a 
previouslJ reported sighting is positively identified 
as friendly , erroneous or false . 

(2) MERINT cancellations are to be handled in the same 
manner as the original MERINT report except that t he 
first two words shall be 11 f..ffiRINT CANCEL" followed by 
tbe date and time of filing of the MERINT report being 
cJ.ncelled and , in brief , the information on VJhich the 
cancellation is based . 

c . Lela.ied Reports . - In tbe event a MERINT report canno t be 
111ade by radio , tl1e Master 1s requested to report the details of the 
MERINT sightings to the aprropriate Canadian or United States military 
authorjties . If the port of a rr i val is outside of Canada or USA, the 
report is ~o be made to the nearest CanadiJ.n or US militar y or dipl )
ma~ic representative in the area . This report should be submitted 
itnmcdiately upon arrival in port by any available means a nd should be 
in the format prescribed in par~graph 3u4 . 

') () ..) t, , 

• 

Addressing . -

a . Vessels . -

( 1) 

( 2) 

It is imperative that all ~lliRINT reports r each the 
appropriate militarJ commands. as quickly as possible . 
The reports , therefore , shall be transmitted as soon 
as possible after the sight ing . All Canadian or U.S . 
vessels listed under Para l02b , (3) , (4) , and (5) are 
to transmit in plain language al l MERINT reports to 
the nearest Canadian or U. S . military , government or 
commercial radio station , regardless of whe ther the 
vessel is Canadian or U. S . r egistered . 

Naval vessels which intercept MERINT reports from 
• 

merchant vessels shall copy the report and immediately 
relay EXACTLY AS RECEIVED to the appropriate Canadian 
or U. S . Navy- Shore Radio Station with relay instruc 
tions . 
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b . Communications Stntionr, . - Communicut ons Stations (to include 
a ny commercial , governtnen t or mllitary facility such as coastal marine 
radio station , telegraph office s , na ;al or c o~J t guard shore radio sta
tion or any other communi cation facllitJ) receiving MERINT reports wil l 
immediately afte r receipting process the report as follows : 

(1) Canadian or U. S . commercial or governmcnL communications 
sLations wi ll handle MERINT report s received from eiLher 
vessel s or other comrnunications stations by immed i ately 
forwarding them to a Canadian or U. S . militory fixed 
c ommunicat i on f acil ity as prescribed by agreement with 
th~ appropriate military commander . 

(2) U. S . military fixed communi cations stations will mul 
tiple - ad dres s the MERINT report to the following address 
designations : 

(a) For sightings in overseas areas - reports will be 
f orwa rded to : 

1 . -

2 . -

3 . -

Addressees as prescr i bed by Area Commanders . 
(Normally , these addressees are the operating 
Service commands concerned) . 

Commander-in-Chief North American Air Defense 
Command (CINCNORAD) , Ent AFB , Colorado Springs , 

Chief of Staff , United States Alr Force (COFS, 
USAF) , Washington, D. C. 

(3) Canadian and U. S . military communicationa stations ~i ~ l 
multiple - address . the MERI NT reports to the 1'ollov-J ing 
address designations : 

(a) For sightings wi t hin or adjacent to the lJor t L Ameri can 
continent , re ports will be forwa rded to : 

1 . -

2 . -
3 . -

4 . -

Commander of the nearest joint a ir Jefense dlvi 
sion , command or group . 

CINCNORAD, Ent AFB , Colorado Springs , Colorado . 

Appropriate Sea Frontier Command : 

a . -

b . -

Commander, Western Sea Fron tier (COMWESTSEA 
FRON), San Francisco , Calif . 

Commander, Eastern Sea Frontier (COMEASTSEA 
FRON) , New York , N. Y. 

Chief of Staff , United States Air Force , (COFS 
USAF ) , Washington , D. C. 

' 
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2 · RCAF Air Defense Command (C ANAIRDEF), St . Hubert , 
Montreal . 

6 . ...... Appropriate Flag Officer in Command : 

a . 
...... 

b . ...... 

Canadian Fla~ Officer , Atlantic Coast , 
(C ANFLAGLANT) , Halifax, Nova Scotia . 

Canadian Flag Officer , Pacific Coast, 
(C ANFLAGPAC) , Esquimalt , British Columbia . 

307 . Acceptance of and Responsibility for MERINT Reports . -

a . The f ollowing activities have responsibilities as f ollows : 

(1) CINCNORAD or RCAF - ADC will review all MERINT reports to 
ascertain that such reports have been addressed in 
accordance with paragraph 306 and forward reports to 
any omitted addressees in U. S . and Canada respectively . 
These headquarters are the normal points of contact 
between the two countries and are responsible for pass 
ing MERINT reports of interest, including delayed reports , 
to each other . 

( 2) Canadian or United States military or diplomatic author 
ities in receipt of MERINT re ports will take the action 
indicated in paragraph 306 without delay by the most 
rapid means available . 

(3) Chief of Staff, USAF , wil l disseminate MERINT reports 
to appropriate agencies in the Washington , D. C. area . 

(4) RCAF - ADC and the Canadian Flag Officers will be respon
sible for notifying Canadian military headquarters in 
Ottawa concerning MERINT reports . 

(5) Sea Frontier Commanders will be responsible for notify
ing Chief of Naval Operations and the appropriate Fleet 
Commander s concerning MERINT reports . 

b . Fixed and mobile military communications facilities and mili 
tary personnel having occasion to handle MERINT reports must lend as 
sistance in all cases required in ex pediting MERINT reports . All 
civilian facilities and personnel are also urged to do so . Maximum 
effort should be made by all persons handling MERINT reports to insure 
positive immediate delivery . 

c . WHEN A STATION RECEIVES A PARTIAL MERINT REPORT AND THE 
REMAINDER IS NOT IMMEDIATELY FORTHCOMING , IT WILL BE RELAYED OR 
DELIVERED IN THE SAME MANNER AS A COMPLETE REPORT . 
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SECTION III - SECURITY 

3U8 . Military a nd Civilian. - Transmission of MERINT r eports are s ub
j ect to the Communications Act of 1~34 , as amended , and the Canadian 
Radio Act of 1938 , as amended. Any person who violates the provisions 
of these acts may be liable to prosecution thereunder . These repor ts 
contain information affecting the National Defense of the United States 
and Canada. Any person who makes an unau thor ized t r ansmission or dis
closure of such a report may be liable to prosecution under Title 18 
of the US Code , Chapter 37, or the Canadian Official Secrets Act of 1939 , 
as amended . This should not be cons t rued as requiring classification 
of MERINT messages. The purpose is to emphasize the necessity for the 
handling of such information within official channel s only . 

SECTION IV - EVALUATION REPORTS 

30~ . Action by Activities . -

a . All i nvestigative measures and evaluation pr ocesses ins t i 
tuted by addressees , and by originating au thorities , where applicable , 
will be handled and reported in accordance wi th existing procedures, 
insuring that appropriate commands as listed in paragraph 306 are kept 
fully informed of investigative results and evaluations. These evalu 
ations shall be expressed in terms indicating the reported sighting 
as being Pos i t ive, Probable, Possible or No Threat insof ar as be i ng a 
threat to the securit of the United States of America or Canada or 
their forces, or an exp anation of the sub ect reported when known. 

b . The f i r st t wo words of the tex t of a n evaluation report 
shall be "MERI NT EVALUATION" foll owed by the date - time - group and/or 
other ident ification of the MERINT report( s ) being eva luated . 

SECTION V - SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

310 . Radio Transmission Restrictions. - MERINT re ports will no t be 
transmitted b y radio other tha n Ca na dian or U. S . or international 
waters . 

SECTION VI - COMMERCIAL CHARGES 

311. Charges . -

a . All charges i ncurre d in handling MERINT r eports through 
U. S. facili t ies wil l be charged to the U. S . Depar tment of the Navy 
(accounting symbol NAVY ) . Insofar as practiaable, MERINT r eports so 
handled should be forwarded RAPID US GOVT COLLECT. 

b . All charges incurred in handling MERINT r eports through 
facilities will be charged to the Royal Canadian Navy . Insofar 
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as practicable , MERINT reports so handled will be forwarded "RUSH 
COLLECT" . 

c . Any or all questions of charges will be resolved after 
traffic has been handled . In no case should MERINT reports be de
layed because of communication hand ling charges . 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRlNTlNG OFFICE: 1959 0- 498615 3- 8 ORIGINAL 
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AIR FORCE RECULATIO~ 
NO. 200-2 

DEI'AH.TMEJ. T OF T ill•; AJH F<l iH.' I•: 
Wa. }ungton, 14 •'(tJl<mi><r J!IJ!J 

lnteiUgence 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT (UFO) 

This regulnlion establishes 1l1e resJJondlJility and [Jrocedure for reJJorting inforrnalion and 
evidence on rtnidenlified flying objects (lJFO) nnd for releasing fJertinent injorrnation to the 
genernl public. 

~E 'Tl ON A-OE~ETI AL 
Paraoraph 

Dacl•~round Infornmt ion ------------------------------------------------------------- 1 
I>cfinit ions ------ ------------------------------------------------------------------- 2 
Objectives -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 3 
Rc~pon il>il it ics --- ------------------------------------------------------------------ 4 
(}uiduncc ------------------------------ --------- ---------------------------------- - - 5 
Reporting UFO l nf onualion----------------------------------- --------------------- -- 6 

ECTION B-PUDLIC RELATION , IN FORMATIO , 
CONTACT , AND RELEA E. 

Maintaining Public Rela t ions -------------------------------------------- ------------ 7 
R cleusing lnf ormation --------- ----------- - -------- _________ ----- __ ------------ ____ __ 8 
Exceptions ------------------------ ------------ --------- ------------------- -------- -- 9 
Relcnse by Xon-Air Force Sources--------- --- ------ --------- ------ ----------------- -- 10 
Contacts -------- ------------------------------------------ ------- ----------------- -- 11 

'ECTl O C-PREPARING AND SUDMITTING REPORTS 
Genera l In formation ------------------------------------ --------------------- ____ ____ 12 
Methods for Transmitting Rcporls------------ ----- ------- -------------------------- - - 13 
"\VhC're To Submit ltcporlS----------------- ------------------------------------------- 14 
Ru ic R eporting Dlllrt and FormaL----- --- --- ---------------------------------------- 15 
NC'ga live or l napplirablc Dttl!l -------------------------------- ·----- ------------------ 16 
Com men ls of Preparing Offircr __ _____ --- ------------------------------- --------------- 17 
Classification ------------------------------------- ----- ___ ___ __ 18 
Rc}Jorting Physical Ev idcncc ------------------ __ ------_______ =--:: === ============= === 19 

'ECTI ?\ A- GEKERAL b. {jnidentificd Aircraft: 

1. Background Information. The Air Force 
in,·c ·tigation and analy~ i of l"FO' , over the 
United tates arc direct ly related to it re pon i
bi1i ty for the clcfcn c of the rnited tate . Bc
cau ·e prompt report ing and rapid identification 
arc ncces a ry to carry out the econd of the four 
pha es of air dcfen ·e- dctcction, idcnLiftcation , 
interception, and destruction , the Air Force 
maintains the Unidentifi ed Flying Object Pro
gram. Succes ful implementation of lhc program 
require · strict compliance with thi regulation by 
a ll commanders. 

(1) Flying obj ect determined to be air
craft. The e generally appear a a 
rc. ult of ADIZ violation and often 
prompt the UFO reports ·ubmitted 
by the general public. They arc 
readi ly identifiable a , or known to 
be, aircraft, but thei r type, purpo~e, 
origin , and de t inat ion are unknown. 
Air D cfen c Command is responsible 
for report of " unknown" aircraft 
and they hould not be reported a. 
rFO' under thi. regulation. 

2. Definitions. To in ure proper and uni
form usage in UFO <'1'<' nin~s, in\'e~tigalion., 
and reporting , the object: arc defined a: follow.., : 

a. Fanz_iliar or K nown Objects. Aircraft, 
birds, balloons, kite , searchlight._, and a tronom
ical bodies (meteor", planet , .--ta r" ). 

(2) Aircraft fla re , jet exhaust , con
dcn-ation trail .. , blinking or teacly 
light ob. crvcd at night, light cir
cling or ncar airport and a irways, 
and other imilar phenomena known 
to he emanating from, or to he indi
cation of aircraft. The c hould not 

QThis regulation supersedes AFRs 200- 2, 5 Fcbrunry 1958, nnd 200-2A, }() April 1959. 
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be reported unc.l r thi ' r 'gu lnliotl n:-
they do not fall within th ' d<'finition 
of a. UFO. 

(3) Pilotle 's aircraft a nc.l mi .· ilc '. 

c. Unidentified Flying Objects. Any air
borne object which, by performance, aerody
namic characteri t ics, or unusual features, doc 
not conform to known aircraft or mi.?iles, or 
which does not correspond to defini t ions in ~\ 
and b above. 

3. Objectives. Air Force interc t in UFO's 
is three-fold: Fir t, as a po siblc thr 'nt to the 
securi ty of the United tatcs and its force~ ; 
second, to determine the technical or ·cicnLifi c 
characteristics of any such UFO' ' ; third, to ex
plain or identify all UFO ighti ngs a-" defi ned 
in paragraph 2c. 

a. Air Defense. The great majority of flying 
obj ects reported have been found to be conven
tional , familia r things of no great threat to the 
security of the United States and it po se ion . 
However, since the possibili ty cannot be ignored 
that UFO's reported may be ho t ile or new 
foreign air vehicles of unconventional design, it 
is imperative that sightings be reported rapidly, 
factually , and as completely as pos ible. 

b. Technical and Scientific. The Air Force 
will continue to collect and analyze reporls of 
UFO's until all can be scien tifically or techni
cally explained or un til such t ime a it i deter
mined that the full potential of a ighting has 
been exploited. In performance of thi.' t a k the 
following factors hould be kept in mind: 

(1) To measure scientific advance~, the 
Air Force must have the 1atc4 ex
perimental and developmental in
formation on new or 11nique a ir 
vehicles or weapons. 

(2) The pos ibili ty exi ts that foreign air 
vehicles of revolutionary configura
tion or propulsion may be developed. 

(3) There is a need for furthe r scientifi c 
knowledge in such fi elds as gco
phy ics, astronomy, and the upper 
atmo phere ~·hich the study and 
analysis of UFO' and simila r aerial 
phenomena may provide. 

( 4 ) The reporting of a ll pert inen t factors 
will haYe a direct bearing on scientific 
analyses and conclu ion of UFO 
ightings. 

c. Reduction of Percentage of UFO uun
identijieds." Air Force activilie mu. t reduce the 
percentage of unidentifieds to the minimum. 
Analy i thu. far has provided expln nat ion for 
all but a few of the sighting~ rcportC'd . Th C'. c 
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unexplained t-ighling ar • ratTi 'd tali ·tically 
n.· unidentifi d . I f mor imm dialc, d •tailed 
objective data on th unknown had been avail
nhle, probably the e too could have b n ex
plained. Ilowcv r, due to the human fartor
involved, and th fa rt Umt ana ly. e ' of F 
sighting are hn:ed primarily on til p '" onnl 
im pre , ' ion nnd int rpr 'Lation ' of thr oh.'ervcrs, 
rather than on accurate sci •nti fi e data or facts 
obtained under contr·ollecl condi t ions, it i ~ im
probable that all of the unidcnli fl ed ran be 
eliminated. 

4. Responsibilities: 
a. R eporting. Ba e rommand crs will r port 

all in formation and e\' id ' ll<'C of UFO ~ighting~, 
including information and evidence receiv d 
from other ervice ·, Government agencie , and 
civilian ource '. Investigator , will be au th orized 
to make telephone cnll · from the inv tigation 
a rea direct to the Air T chnical Intelligence 
Cent,er (ATIC), \Vrigh~-Patter ·on Air Force 
Ba c, Ohio (CLearwater 3-7111 , ext. 69216). 
The purpo: e of the call i. to report high priority 
findings. ( ee section C. ) 

b. Investigation. The commander of the Ai r 
F orce base nearc t the location of the reported 
UFO ighting will conduc~ all inve t igative 
action neccl-' a ry to submit a complete init ial 
report of a UFO ·ighting. EvC' ry effor t will be 
made to rc~olve the .·ighting in the initia l in
ve ·tigation. A UFO ighti ng reported to an Air 
Force ba"'c other than that clo .. e:~ to the cene 
of such ighting will be referred immediately to 
the commander of the nearest Air F orce ba:e for 
appropriate action. (~ 'ee paragraph 6.) 

c. Analysis. T he ATI will analyze and 
evaluate: 

(1 ) I nformation and evidence reported 
within the United tates after the 
investigator of the responsible Air 
Force base ncare t the sighting have 
exhau ted l.hcir cfTort to identify the 
UFO. 

(2) Information and evidence collected in 
oversea areas. 

Note. Exception : The ATIC, independently 
or in par ticipati on \\"ilh pertinent Air Force 
acth·ities, f!lay conduct any additional inve~tiga
tions neces ary to further or conclude its 
analyses or find ing . 

d. Public R elations and Information ~ erv
ices. The Office of I nformation ervice , Office 
of the Secretary of the Air Force, will be re
.. pon ... iblc for relea ing information on ~ightings. 
and, in coordination wi ~h ATIC, for an~wering 
correspondence from the public regarding UFO's. 
(. ee paragraph 7 and . ) 
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'. Conyrc...:sional lnqu i1·ics. The Office of 
Legislative Liai on will: 

(1) In coordin n.tion with the ATIC and / 
or the Office of lnformn,t.ion ~ ervice , 
when nece 'ary, answer all congre -
sional mail regarding UFO's adores ed 
lo the Secretary of the Air Force and 
Headquarters U AF. 

(2) Forward tho e inquiries which arc 
scientific and technical to the ATIC for 
information on which to base a reply. 
The ATlC will return this information 
to the Office of Legislative Liaison for 
reply to the inquiry. 

(3) Proce request ' from congrcs ional 
sources in accordance wi Lh Ali'R 11- 7. 

f. Cooperation. All Air Force activitie will 
cooperate with Air Force UFO invc tigators to 
insure the economical and prompt succes of in
vestigation and analyse . 'Vhcn feasible, t.his 
cooperation will include furni. hing air or ground 
trun portation and other as i ~tancc. 

5. Guidance. The thoroughness and quality 
of a report or invc'" tigation of UFO' ~ arc limited 
only by the skill and rc .. ou t'Cl'fulneR · of the per
son who recci,·c. the initial information and/ or 
prepares the report .. The u ·efulne~ and Yaluc of 
any report or inYc tigation depend on the accu
racy and timeline of it content . Following 
are aid" for screening, evaluating, and reporting 
..,igh tings : 

a. Careful study of the logic, con .. i ... tency, 
and coherence of the observer's report. An in
ten·iew with the ob erver by per onncl prepar
ing the report is especially valuable in deter
mining the source's reliability and the validity 
of the information given. Particu lar attention 
should be given t o the observer's age, occupation, 
and education and whether his occupation in
volves observation reporting or technical knowl
edge. When reporting that a witnes is com
pletely familiar with certa in a pects of a Eight
ing, his or her specific qualifications should be 
indicated. 

b. Theodolite mea urcmcnts of changes of 
azimuth, and elevation and angular size. 

c. Interception , identification, or air search 
if appropriate and within the scope of a ir de
fen e regulations. 

d. When feasible, contact with local aircraft 
control and warning (ACW) units, pilots and 
crews of aircraft aloft at. the time and place of 
sight ing. Also, contact wHh any other persons 
or organizations that may have factual data on 
the UFO or can offer corroborating evidence
visual, electronic, or other. 

c. Con ultntion with mili tary or civilian 
wrath ·r fon·ca 't.cr'.' for data on track· of wcath r 
halloo11 ' rrlca~cd in t h ' ar 'a and any tmu ual 
m >tcorological activity which may lmv a b ar
ing on the FO. 

f. Consultntion with navigator· n nd al:: Lron
omrrs in Lhc area t.o dctcnninc whelhcr any 
rvLronomical hocly or phenomenon would account 
for the sighLing. 

g. Contact with military and civilian tower 
operators, air operation unit , and airlines to 
determine whether the ighting could hasc h en 
an aircraft. Local unil ' of the Federal AYiation 
Agency (FAA) arc often of as i tance in thi · 
regard . 

h. ontact with per on· who may know of 
experimental aircraft of unusual configuration, 
rork<'t a nd guid 'd mi~ ile firings, or aerial tc t 
in the nrcn. 

i. Conlnct with photographic unit · or 
laboratorie '. U ·ually thc~c in ta llation have 
several camera available for specialized in
telligence or invc -tigntive work. Photography 
is an invnlunble tool and, where po iblc, hould 
hr U t'Cd in invc t igating nncl analyzing UFO 
~ightings. (~ cc paragraph 19.) 

.i. ' Vhcncvcr po. iblc, ~c l 'Ctina a 
Righ ling inYc~t igalor an incl iYidual 
:--rien liflc or technical background n 
experience a an inve tigator. 

a UFO 
"·iLh a 
well as 

6. Reporting UFO Information. Both the 
As::-i:.-tant. Chief of tafT Intelligence. Ueadquar
tcr · U~AF, and the Air Defense Command haYe 
a dire(·t and immediat e interest in the fact per
taining to UFO's reported within the United 

tates. 
a. All Air Force activit.ies will conduct UFO 

investigations to the extent necessary for their 
required reporting action (sec paragraphs 15, 16, 
and 17) . Ilowever, invc t igations should not be 
carried beyond this point, unless such action is 
directed by A. istant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, 
Headquarters U AF, or the preparing officer be
lieves the magnitude (in tell igence ign ificancr 
or public relations) of the case warrants full 
"calc investigation. Telephone contact should he 
made with the ATIC (CLearwater 3-7111, ext. 
69216) at 'Vright-Pattcr on Air Force Base, 
Oh io, to obtain verbal nuthori ty for continued 
inve tigation. This hould be so noted in the 
preliminary report. (Foreign acti ,·ities will pro
ceed on their own jud{!ment and ~O advi e the 
ATIC in the preliminary mes~age. ) 

b. After initial reports are submitted, the 
ATIC may requ ire additional data, such as 
narrative statement , sketches, marked maps 
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and e l mrl~, and other required datu., whi(•h can 
he HUppli 'd more qui ckly and cconomira.lly hy 
th Air l•'orl'c activity that made th initia l re
port. 'I'hcrcfore, ATI i authori zed to cont.a 't 
the appropriate Air Force activity . 

c. Direct communicntion i: nuthorizcd hr 
twrcn ATI and other Air lj'on'c activit i t' in 
nmtt r ' pertaining to UFO investigat ions. Rpe
cifi cally, the ATIC may call upon the Com
mandr r·, 1137th Field Activitie Group, Fort 
Bch·oi t', Virginia, to conduct furl her fi eld in 
vc 'l igation if review of the initial report ind i
cate such a requirement. In thi evrnt, the AIR 
inve=-tignting will prepare the final report. (. ee 
paragraph 4b.) 

RECTION ll- P UBLIC RELATIO :r, , 
INFORMATION, CONTACT. A 1D 

RELEA E 

7. 1\laintaining Public Relations. The Office 
of In formation ervices i re pon ible for: 

a . In coordination wi t.h the ATIC whrn 
nrc<'R ary, maintain ing contact with the publie 
and the pres. on all a .. poet. of the FO program 
and i t related nctivitie . 

h. Rolen ing information on UFO igh tinp:s 
nnd rc ul t~ of inve tigation~. 

c. Periodically relea ing informat ion on thi" 
~ubj ect to the general public. 

cl. Procc ing, answering, and taking action 
on rorrc~pondence receiYed from th grncral 
public, pertaining to the public relationR. int rc t , 
and informational aspects of the subj cct. (. e 
paragraph 9.) Thi office will fonnHd corn'
"pondcnce and querie which are pnrrly tech ni
cal and ~cientific to ATIC for in formation on 
which to base a reply. 

8. Releasing Information. All information 
or relrn es concerning UFO'. , rep;arclle . of origi n 
or nature, will be relea. ed to the public or un
offi cial per ons or organization by the Offi ce of 
I nformation Services, Offi c of the 1 ccrctary of 
the Air Force. Thi include replic to corre-
pondence (except congrc . ional inqu iri e~ ) F;Ub

mitted direct to ATIC, and other Air F orcr 
act.ivitic~ by private individual reque. ling com
ments or re. ults or analy. i. and i nve~tigations 
of !:l ightingR. 

9. Exceptions. I n response to local inquiries 
l'<'l-~Ulting from any UFO rrportl'd in the Yirinity 
of nn Air Forre ha e, information regarding a 
: ighting may be relea. cd to thr prr~~ or t llr grn
r ral publ ic by the commander of the Air Forr<' 
ba~e concerned only lf it hn been positively 
identified as a familiar or knou·n object. Care 
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:- houJd he ' Xt'J'('l!--( ' d not lo l'l'\'l'HJ any l'l :t~:-< i fled 
ai'\pc ·t.· of the 1-- i ~llt ing ot· name · of pcr:-~on · 
mnking r •porl~. (1' ' (' paru~raph J .) I f the 
8ighting i · un<'xplainahl' OJ' diflicult lo idl'nlify , 
bccau of immfTicient informal ion or inron
~i tencics, the only tatcnwnL to he relea~· < ·d i · 
the fact tha t th ' :s igl' ting i.· being in,·c~tigatcd 
and informulion regn, rd in~ it wi ll he relea~<'d at 
a later date. If in v :-~t.i gati v ' a<'l ion hm; he en 
completed, t h ' fart that the rc:u lt.· of the in
YO ligation wil l he ·uhlllitt<'d to tlw ATL ~ for 
r 'Vi 'w and analysi.· mn.y h ' rele::1. d. Furthce 
inquiric ' ~houlcl be referred to t lw loc:al omcc 
of Information Hcrv icc~. 

10. Release by Non-Air Force ources. If 
nc\\' men, writcrl!, puhliRhN~, or privat individ
ual::; de:::.ire to release unoflicial info rnaalion con
cerning a uFO ~i Thlinp:, C\'cry efTort will be made 
lo as ure that the : tatem 'nt-.:, lheori >.', opinionR, 
and al leCTation ' of lhc c indi\'idual.· or group::; 
\\'i ll not. be a. :o('in trd wilh or reJH'C"cntcd a ~ 
bciug official in formation. 

11. Contacts. Private individuals or organi
zations reque ·tinp; Air Force inle r\' i e\\'~, bricf
ing., lecturef', or pri\'al e cl i:-:c•uo.:sion · on UFO'ti 
will be referred loth Offir<' of In formation erv
ice , Office of the 1 ccr tary of the Air Force. 
Air Force per~onnel , other thnn lho~c of the 
OfTirc of I nformation • en·ires, will not contact 
private indi\'idual · on F ca ·e nor will they 
disru thei r operation. · and fundion. with un
authorized per~on . unlc:-:-< ~o dirert d, and then 
only on a "need-to-know" ba~i:-: . 

I 'E TIOX C'-PRI·:P.\Hl~( ~ .\~D 
, ~B:\IITTI~G REPOHT. 

12. General Information: 

a. P aragraph 2 and 5 "·ill be u. cd a an 
aid and gu idance lo . creC'nings, invc tigation , 
and reporting . The format will be a outlined 
in paragraph 15. Activilie. initially receiving 
reports of aerial object. and phenomena will 
screen the information to drlcrminc if the report 
concerns a Yalid UFO within the definition of 
paragraph 2c. Report not within that drfinition 
will not be conf'idcrcd for further action under 
the provisions of thi: regu lation. 

b. To a . ist activi tie and per onnel re
~pon ible for handl ing, ~rrcrning, and prorec::sinp: 
initial, incoming UFO informnt ion. the general 
~Ollf('('~ and type~ or rrport ~ arr g:i\'('Jl lH rr : 

(1) Generally , initial rFO report arr 
rrrrh·r cl from two :--ou rrrs: 

(a) Civili an (airline, private and pro
fes ·ional pilotR, tower operator:;:, 
technical p "1\ onnc], casual ob erv-
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cr , and th' public in general), by 
corrci'pondcnc '1 lei 'phone, or pcr
onal in lervi 'w: 

{b) l\li1itary units and per onnel (pi
lot , ob crver , radar operator , air
craft control nnd warning unit , 
etc.), by telephone, electrical me -
sage, or per ont:t l inlerview; 

(2) Generally, UFO r 'ports received from 
civilian sou rce arc of two types: 

(a) Those referring t rict ly to an ob
erved UF 0, contain ing either de

tailed or meager information; 
(b) Tho e referring on ly in part to an 

ob erved UFO, but primarily rc
que"ting information on ome as
pect of the UFO program. 

c. R eport con!'lidcred to fa ll primarily in 
n. public relation or informat ion . crvice ca~e
~ory ( ce paragraph 4d , 7, 8, 9, and h(2) above) 
should be referred to the Office of Information 

crvicc . UFO data ufficient for inve tigation 
and/ or analy ·i may be extracted before referral 
to that office. 

13. Methods for Transtnitting Reports : 
a. Together with any necessary creening" 

and inve tigation. that mn t be performed pre
pa ratory to reporting, all information on UFO' 
n·ill be reported promptly. Report under 3 day 
from date of ighting '"ill be electrically tram~
mitted with a "Priority" precedence. Electri
cally tran mitted reports OYer 3 clay. old should 
carry a "Routine' precedence. 

b. " ' ritten report. of . ighting ov(lr 3 day:::: 
old may he submitted on AF Form 112, Air I n
telligence Information R eport (AIIR ) and AF 
Form 112A, upplcment to AF Form 112 (see 
pa ragraph 14 and 15) ; however, their use 
shou lcl be kept to a minimum in reporting init ia l 
Rightings. The delay~ often involved in procesR
ing and tranRmitting AF Forms 112 through 
channel may make followup invcRtigation diffi
rult, producing only limited uRablc information. 
Thi~ factor mu t be con~idcred in ca. c. n·herc 
an immediate inve tigation or . tudy of a reported 
sighting is conRirlcrcd neceR ary. R <'porting by 
electrical mean will eliminate dr lays. If re-

• 

que ted by ATIC, a followup anrl / or complete 
report of a ll ighting~ initially rrported clrctri
rallv will be submitt<'rl on AF Form l 12. 

~ 

14. Where To Submit Reports : 

a. Electrical Report.~ . Ruhmit multiplr ad
d rc. ed electrical report. to: 

(1) Air D efense Command , Ent AFB , 
Colorado 

(2) 

{3) 

(4) 
{5) 
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enrc t Air Divi ion (Dcf ·n ·c). (For 
Unit •u 1 lal" only.) 
Air T echnical Intelligence 
' Vright-Patter on AFB, Ohio 

enter 
' 

IIQ U AF (AFCIN), Wash. 25, D .. 
ecretary of the Air Force { AFL ) , 

'Va h. 25, D.C. 

b. ~V1·itten R eports: (Ba ic letter and AF 
Form 112.) 

(1) \Vithin the United • tate·, submit n.ll 
reports direct to ATI 1

• ATI I will 
reproduce each report and eli ·trihut 
it to interc ted intelligence acti,·ities 
in the United lates and to fficc of 
Information ~ ervicc , if ..,uch action i. 
considered necessary. 

(2) Out. ide the United tates, ubmit re
port a pre cribed in ''I ntelligence 
Collection In. truction" (I I ) J unc 
1954, direct to: 

Hq U AF (AFCI~) 'Va. h 25, 
D.C. 

c. Re7wrts f7·o1n Civilians. 'Vhere po~ ·ible, 
civilian ~ourcc contemplating reporting UFO': 
should be aclvi eel to submit the report, for 
proce .. ing and trnn mi . ion , to the ncarc t Air 
Force baRe, other than ATIC. 

15. Basic Reporting Data and Format. Show 
the a bbreviat ion "UFO ' at the beginning of the 
text of a ll electrical report. and in thr . uhject 
of written report . Include in all report the 
data required , in the order ... hown below : 

a. Description of the Object( s): 
(1) Rhape. 
(2) 1 ' ize compared to a known object (u~c 

one of the following term. : H earl of 
a pin , pea, dime, nickel , quarter, half 
dollar, . ilvcr dollar, baseball , grape
frui t, or ba ketball) helrl in the hand 
at about a rm's length . 

(3) Color. 
( 4) Number. 
(5) Formation, if more than one. 
{6) Any eli cernible feature~ or detail.. 
(7) T a il , trail , or exhaust , including Rize 

of . amc compared to . ize of object (. l. 
(8) 8ouncl . lf hearrl, de cribe F-ound . 
(9) Othrr pertinent or unu. ual f<' a turr..: 

h. Dcscri7)6on of Course of Object(s): 
(1) 'Vhat fir. t called the attention of oh

. rver( . ) to t he object()? 
(2) Angle or elevation and azimu th of 

objects (s) when first ob ervecl. 
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(3) Angle or e leva tion and azimu t h of 
objcct(s) upon disappcnrnnce. 

( 4) Description of fligh t path and m a
neuvers of obj ect (s) . 

(5) How did the object ( ) di appro.r ? 
(Instantaneously to the North , etc.) 

(6) How long was t he object( '"' ) vi ible? 
(B e specific, 5 tninutes, 1 hour, etc.) 

c. M anncr of Observation : 
(1) Use one or any combination of th e 

following items : Ground-visual, 
ground-electronic, air electronic. (If 
electronic, specify t ype of radar .) 

(2) Stat em ent as to optical a ids (tele
scopes, binoculars, etc.) used and 
description thereof. 

(3) If the sighting is m.nde while a ir
borne, give type of a ircraft, ident i
fi cat ion number, al tit ude, head ing, 
speed , and home station . 

d. T ime and Date of Sighting: 
(1) Zulu time-date group of sigh ting. 
(2) Light conditions. (Usc one of the 

following t erms : Night, day , da wn, 
dusk.) 

e. L ocation of Observer( s). E xact latit ude 
a nd longitude of each observer , and/ or geo
graphical position. A position with r eference to 
a known landmark a lso should be given in elec
t rical r eports, such as " 2mi N of D eeville ;" "3mi 
SW of Blue Lake." Typograph ical errors or 
' 'garbing" often result in electrically tran mitted 
messa ges, making location p lots diffi cult or im 
possible. 

E xample : 89 45N, 192 71'V for 39 45N, 102 
21W. 

f . I dentifying In formation on Observer(s ): 
(1 ) C ivilian- N ame, age, mailing ad

dress, occupation , and estimate of 
reliabili ty . 

(2 ) Military- N ame, grade, organization , 
d uty, and estimate of reliabili ty. 

g. W eather and Winds-Aloft Conditions at 
Time and Place of Sightings: 
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(1 ) Observer (s) account of weather con
dit ions. 

(2) R eport from nearest A WS or U.R. 
W eather Bureau Office of wind d irec
t ion and velocity in degrees and knot~ 
at surface, 6,000', 10,000' , 16.000' , 
20,000' , 30,000', 50,000', and 80,000' 
if available. 

(3) C eiling. 
(4) Visibility. 

(5) A moun t of , loud cover . 
(G) Tlnmder~StormH in ar 'a and f1 Uadrant 

in which located . 
(7) T emperature g ra dien t. 

h. Any other unu ·ua l activity or cond ition , 
melcorologicaJ , a ·tronomical, or otherwi ·e, which 
might accoun t for lhe 'ighting. 

i. In tercrp tion or iden tification action l ak<'n 
(:::;uch action mny be taken whenever fen~iblc, 
comply ing wit h cxi:sting a ir defense directive ) . 

j . Locution , a pproximate alti t.nde, and gen
era l direction of fl ight of any ai r traffic or balloon 
rclca c in t he a rea which cou ld po: ibly accou nt 
for t he sight ing. 

k. Position t it le a nd comments of t he pre
paring offi cer including his preliminary analy is 
of the pos~ible cause of l he sighting(s) . ( ec 
pa ragraph 17.) 

I. E xistence of physical evidence, . uch as 
materia ls and photographs. 

16. Negative or Inapplicable Data. Even 
t hough t he sour ce doc · not proYide or has not 
been a ked for specific in format ion by an inter
viewer, do not u se the "·ord " negative" or " un
iden tified" un ti l a ll logical leads to obtain the 
information outlined u nder paragrnph If) huYc 
been exhausted . For example, information on 
weather conditions in the area, as r cquc ted in 
paragraph 15g may be obtained from t he local 
mil itary or civilian weather facility. U e the 
ph ra ... e "not applicable" (N I A ) only ~·hen the 
que. tion doc. not apply to the pttrticular . ighting 
being investigated. 

17. Comments of Preparing Officer. The 
p reparing officer will make a preliminary analy
sis and a comm ent on the pos ible cause or iden
t i ty of the object being reported, together wi th 
a statement upporting his comment and analv
r.;is. Every effor t will be made to obta in pert inent 
item s of information and to test a ll possible 
leads, clues, a nd hypothese concerning the iden
t ity or expla nation of the sighting. (See pa ra 
graph 5.) T he p reparing officer receiv ing the 
repor t initially i. in a much better po~ition to 
conduct an "on-the-spot" urvcy or followup 
t han subsequent inve t igntive personnel and 
analysts who may be fa r removed from the area, 
and who may a rrive too late to obtain v ital data 
or the mi sing information neces ·ary for firm 
conrlu ionR. 

18. Classification. D o not classify report~ 
u nless d ata reque. ted in p aragraph 1.'5 require 
classi fi cation. C lassi fy repor t s primari ly to pro 
tect: 

• 
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a. Name of ·ource · reporting UFO'H and 
other principals involved, if o requc ·Led by the~e 
per on or con id red nccc nry; 

b. IntelJigcnce, invc ' tigat ivc, int )rccpt, or 
analytical method or procedur '- ; 

c. Location of radar nnd otlwr cla~Hifircl 
·iLe , unit , and equipment ; 

d . Information on certai n type , charncter
istics, and capabilities of cln. !1ifi ect nirrra ft, mis
iles, or devices that may be involved in the 

sigh ting. .-. -
~ . • 

19. Reporting Physicnl Evidence. Report 
promptly the existence of phy~i<'al evidence 
(photographic or material ). All physical evi
dence forwarded to the ATIC ~hould be marked 
for the attention of AFCIN-4E4g. 

a . Photographic: 
(1 ) Still Photographs. Forward the nega

tive and two prin t . Title the print 
and the negatives, or indicate the 
place, time, and date of the incident. 

(2) Motion Pictures. Obtain the original 
film. Examine the film strip for ap
parent cuts, alterations, obliterations, 
or defects. In the report comment on 
any irregularities, particularly if re
ceived from other than offi ci 
sources. 

(3) , Hpplemcntal Photograph1'c Informa
tion. Negative and prints often arc 
insufficient lo }HOYide certain Yalicl 
data or to prrmit firm ronclusiom~. 
( ee AFl\1 200-9- a cia ified docu
mrnt. receh·ing limi ted di tribuLion .) 
Information that will aiel in plotting 
or in estimati distances, apparent 
izc and natu ·or object, probable 

velocity, and movement includes : 
(a) T ype and make of camera, 
(b) Type, focal length, and make of 

lens, 
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(c) Brand and type of film, 
(d ) hutlcr speed u 'Cd, 
(c) Lens opening u cd, that i , " £" 

stop, 
(f) Filters u cd, 
(g) \Vas tripod or olid tand u d, 
(h) Wa upanning" used, 
(i) Exact direction camera wa. point

ing with relation to true north, and 
its angle with re pect to the ground. 

(4) Other Camera Data. If supplemental 
information cannot be obtained, the 
minimum camera data required arc 
the type of camera, and the malic ·t 
and large t " f" stop and huttcr
. peed reading of the camera. 

(5) Radar. Forward two copies of ca<'h 
still-camera photographic print. Title 
radar ·cope photographic print in ac
cordance with AFR 95-7. Classify 
radarscope photographs in accord
ance with section XII, AFR 205-1, 
1 April 1959. 

: If po Aiblc, develop photographic film 
forwarding. If undeveloped film is for-.... 

cd, mark it conspicuously to indicate this 
ct. Undeveloped film often ha been de t.royrd 

y expo ·ure during examinations made while 
en route through mai l channel to final ad-
d res e<' . 

b. 1ll aterial. Each Air Force echelon receiv
ing u pccted or actual UFO material will safe
guard it in a manner to prcYent any defacing 
or alterations which might reduce it value for 
intelligence examination and analysi . 

c. Photographs, J.f otion Pictures, and N ega
tives Submitted by Individuals. Individuals 
often ubmit photographic and motion picture 
material as part of their UFO reports. All orig
inal material submitted, will be returned to the 
individual upon completion of necessary studies, 
analy. c., ancl duplication by the Air F orce. 
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OOGANIZATION 

SAFOI-)c (DOD) 

S!FLL (DOD) 

Northwestern Uni versity 
(Evanston, I llinois) 

F'l'D (WPAFB, Ohio) 
1'll-i 

NAMl!, 

Major William Coleman 

Lt Col Boland 

Dr. J. Allen Hynek 
(Project Consultant ) 

Major Robert J. Frien<t 

• 

~(3002 

73376 

UN 4-1900 
~xt. 285 

69216 
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1. 1o assist in the investigation and analysis of UFO sightings,F1D has at 
it's disposal facilities and personnel at all military installations . !he 
facilities of the ASD has extensively been used for material and photographic 
analysis. 

2 . Liason with private individuals, such as Dr Whipple, is cont inualy 
maintained. 

) . In cases where it is determined that F1D should conduct an investigation 
of a UFO s i ghting, a T- 33 ai rcraft can be used for a period of 3 days. Major 
Friend is a rated pilot of this aircraft. 

4. 1'D-E maintains an advisory panel consisting of a phsycologist from ASD , 
Chaplain, the Project consultant Dr Hynek, four officers assi gned the 
additional duty of UFJ investigator, and the ~roject Moniter • 
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lv'liLITARY COMMUNICATIONS - ELECTRONICS BOARD 
WASHINGTON 25 , D. C. 

LETTER OF PROMULGATION TO : 

The Department of the Army 
The Department of the Nav y 
The Department of the Air Force 

Subject : J ANAP 146(D) 

• 

1 Februarj. 1..; 59 

1 . JANAP 146(D) , CANADIAN-UNITED STATES COMMUNICATIONS INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR REPORTING VITAL INTELLIGENCE SIGHTINGS , is an unclassified non
registered publica~ion , prepared by the US MilitarJ Communications 
Electronics Board in conjunction with ~he Canadian JCEC(W) , for Joint 
and Canadian use . 

2 . JANAP 146(D) supersedes JANAP 146(C) , and is effective upon receipt 
for the U.S . JANAP 146(D) will become effective for the Canadian Forces 
when direc ted bJ the appropriate implementing agenc~ . 

3 . This publication con tains military information and is for official 
use onl.f . 

4 . Copies and extracts may be made from this publication in the prep 
aration of official publications . 

5 . Comments and recommendations concern ing this publica~ion should 
not be ad dressed to the Military Communications -Electronics Board , but 
to one of the following , as appr opriate : 

a . Chief Signal Officer , U.S . Arm . 
b . Chief of Naval Operations (DNC) , U.S . Nav; . 
c . Director of Communications -Electronics , U.S . Air Force . 

FOR THE CHAIRMAN , MILITARY UNICAT ECTRONICS BOARD : 

J OSEPH USH 
Colone l , USAF 

; . ,. vtJ l!~ 
E . H. FARRELL 
Commander , USN 
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