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Insufficient Date for Eveluation
Unk nown

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

1. DATE 2. LOCATION CONCLUSIONS
4O i W of Santa Rosa Island, O Wos Balloon
16 Jan 61 | & Los Angeles, California i
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION RIS
800 0O Was Aircraft
Locoal L O Ground-Visual O Ground-Rodar 0 Probably Aircraft
GMT lioaooz B AirVisuol O Air-Intercept Rador D Possibly Aireraft
5. 'PHOTOS E O Was Astronomical --{fﬁ:r"'.-'?é’_‘pﬂ..
0O Yes 1 Probobly Astronomicol
X Ne Military and Ci?iliﬂ.n 0 Possibly Astronemical
(8
O
O

One then many Descend

e Q.
0. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING Round object, size of |1). COMMENTS Dageription of object is charag-
basketball. Blueish white, like an electric arcs teristic of a,meteor-breﬂking up in

No definate formation. Object seen by pilot; the earth's atmosphere.
passing off port side object broke into sever

smaller pieces. Appeared 15°, 280°. Object

descended and broke up into many pieces, then

faded out.
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609TH ACWRON, YOUR MSG 1381, DTD 17 JAN 61, RPTG THE SIGHITNG COF A

UFO. THE INFO RPTD IS VERY LIMITED IN NATURE, PRECLUDING A VALID

CONCLUSION. REQ MORE DETATLED INFO BE RPTD IN ACCORDANCE WITH

| AFR 200-2, DTD 1k SEP 59.
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(PI A112N HC

URGENT ol . |
LOS ANGELES, JANe 16 (UPI)==A GIANT BALL OF FIRE FLASHED ACRCSS

THEZ HORIZON 1IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TONIGHT, ALARMING RESIDENTS WHO
SWAMPED POLICE SWITCHBOARLS WITH INGUIRIL- '

THE CONTROL TOWER AT LOS ANGELES INTEKNATIONAL AIRPORT SAID 1T
RECEIVED SREVERAL REPORTS OF SIGHTINGS FROM PLANES IN THE ANEA AS. WELL

AS CALLS FROM MANY RESIDENTS.
A SPOKESMAN AT THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS TRAFFIC CONTROL CENTER

LESCRIBED THE FLASK AS A HUGE BALL CF FIRE WHICH SEEMED T S m'r*
INTO TWO PARTS IT WAS. comc NCRTH T ,

. "’ 1} v .a.-

DESCRIBED THE nasa 'AS.®A HUGE BALL OF FIRE WHICH SEEMED TC spm |
INTO TWO 'PARTS, . IT WAS GOING. NORTHWEST.

"WE ASSUME IT WAS A METEOR,.BUT A LOT OF CALLERS SAID IT LOOKED
LIKE A SATELLITE REENTERING THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHMERE.®

THE FLASH OF BRILL IANT CRANGE-RED FLAME WAS REPOBTED FROM
SANTA EARBARA, 110 MILES UP THE CCAST, FROM PALMLUALE, A DESERT CITY
50UT 199 MILES NORTHEAST. OF HERE, AND THROUGHOUT THE METRCPOLITAN

LGS ANGELES- AREA.
T‘-IERE WAS .NO OFFICIAL NORD FRCM ANY SCURCE AS TO WHAT THE

*18E BALL WAS.,
IT WAS THE FOURTH SUCH I\ICIDENT THAT HAS KEPT SOUTKRERN CALIFGRNIANS

iDGYe FIRST WAS A SLIGHT EARTHQUAKE FRIDAY NIGKHT. A SCNIC
2OCM RATTLED TRE AREA SATURDAY. AND HUGH 15 -F00T WAVES ==50 FAR

(NEXPLAINED=-HAVE BEEN BATTEBING THE SHOREL INE.

“1 HEARD. A SWISHING SOUNDA" SAID FONTANA POLICEMAN WILLIAM. '@
TENNEY. TENNEY, AT HOME AT JHE TIME, SAID KE HUSTLED HIS CHILDREN INTO
THE HOUSE AFTER 1T PASSED OVER.

POLICE IN FONTANA, A SUBURE 4) MILES EAST OF KERE, SAID THEY
HAD RECEIVED RADIO REPORTS OF SIGHTINGS FROM AS FAR AWAY AS SAN
IIEGO TG THE SOUTH AND BAKERSFIELD TC THE NORTH.. i
_ *1T05 A GIANT'W = 0 YT s | e

'IT UAS A GIQNT UHITI BALI.. Ol" FLAME TRAILING A GOLD TAIL,

SAID POLICD‘&N TENNEYo
I+f: - EG“PPSOI '
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TUP 1 AieoN RC

UPIR AlzeN HC ™

, UQGE r iy

| A lST LEAU PIR:..'..HLL. CAYi IN) '

Foay LL- ELESEWJAV.';e (LPIY==A:GLANT EALL OF FIhkE FLASHING ACROES
THE HC PI’C ATCDUS K| LIGKTEL: LUP MUCH CF CALLFCRNIA TUNIGHT, ALARMING
~THCUS ANDS Db RE“ w.r,nrf ALKEALY EL3Y = nu—..'-: CF RECENT UNEXPLAINED
Ph-a CMEN AR R |

AL EPOR TS Oba¢1uHTlN “CAME FROA AN 1 E6 0y CH THE MEXICC BORDER
LHERE CCAST SUARE ?;.H ‘-"~ LERE ;,.IS‘*""C. 3 Stk I & tSTIGATE THE

_ ;IY TERICUS. FIRESALL MARIN. Cf'UhT‘: NCRIK. Yt b“A\CI.ECL. e B

;_LEIEGEOLOGISTS AT;LAS VEGAq ‘35 MILES "INLI LS. SIGHTER ITe .

;5 S JUST LASTLAST. NIGHT ANCTHER TRENENCGLS CF. LIGHT DRIGHTENE

"THE SKY IN SOUTHERN CREGON AND tCnTHZr:‘I CAL KNIA, ;..luh.ll EUREKA,
A‘L[l‘l, \Jﬁ.#uﬁ" }} IAYLIU}Ti .
" THE ATR FORCE AT VANDENDERG AR FCRCE EBASE /G

CEAS IDF AND THE MIGE PRIORITY BALLISTIC MISSIIE LIVISION SA1D THERE

WERE NO UeSe ROCKET TIRINCS. AT THE TIME THE.STKANGE LI GET WwWAS SER\

m\hnnsuunsmnrtn OVERCEELPST (& Pei'e EET)W.
TR CLI'VE& Ko INA

Thi CENTFAL CALIFGENIA

ol .y 'i" Ir r. '

HERL NC UeSe: ROCKET F Ik INGS AT THE TIWE "THE ETH!'H‘J:E LIGHT WAS SEEN
TChIrHi SHORTLY AFTER 'Y Q'CLCCK PST (5 Peiis EST)e | '

2 APPARENILY BRIGHTEST CVER SOUTHEEN (1L1PUH Iﬂ, [T wAS LESCKIDED
Aﬁ A WIFKD BUT ERILLIM\T BALL' CF FLAME-TRAILING, "MULTICCLORED GLOWe

DESCKIPTIONS GF THE FIFEEALL VARIEL AT 1C WHERE 1T WAS SIGKTLL.

T ASSUME 1T WAS A METECR bREAKING URs S ALLA CPLKEMAN AT THE
CIVIL ASRONAUTICS TRAFFINC CONTRO! '"f‘-ll“R IN. LCS “ANGELFS. *"BUT IT%
LUOt(..L I IXE A SATELLITE REENTERING THE EARTH'S S~ TMCEPEERES "

AIR FCRCE MAJe IRV NEUWIRTH, A ¥EMBER OF THE 2ALLISTIC. MISSILE
/ EcIVI"lbh, SRID‘*‘HE SAW THE TﬁlL FNL CF Tr*E PIrEBFLL &5 HE LRCVE INTG KIS

'.i_-RI\tf whnle '

(WL #IT JUST {COKEL LIKE A METECE T MEy MAYEE CNEVTHAT WAS =0
'BEEAﬁTbG UP+TBUT: 1T WAS BRIuHT--;EILPTLk TPP“ ANYTHINS T'VE SEN."

% THE VENTURALAND SANTA BARBARA SHERIPF'S CFFICES WERE SWAMPED WITH
CALLS --AC WEREIMCST ARKEA LAW/ENFCKCENENT ctrlhhs CALIFRS TG THCSE

“TUC OFF ICES CQEVFR ‘:AII IT LCCKEL LT KEZ TRE: GEIECT rELL \EAH SAI\
SHU1S, Cols Pv:r-- rOJ - MiIL rc NOKTH: CF LOS ANGEEFS
'_--,,;‘I‘ CAN LUTISHCRISPC, TH 1bu}t, T!‘L-*,'E.E.L,I-'{.Z_'I Ik ALCEEEN “"‘"Ll !*EHIEI
r(lfT TC SEE=--A. 'M{ITF LALL CF FLANME SHCYERINS Crr RELUISH=CRANGE SPHPKE-
(P ICKUP TTH PGH. AT 130 1T WAS THE 2CURTR) .
. kr/SFTc&PPS
<Rzﬁh oTH PGS xxx AFTER 6.C*CLECK ETCW) |
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L‘FI S136N HC
URGENT | |
«ND LEAD I'IH..DALL (Alle) X

LOS ANGELE‘S JANe 16 (UP1)=~A GIANT FIRE-TRAILING METEGR 23
FLASHED ACROSS 'THE MORIZGN THROUGNOUT WOST OF CALIFUKNIA TONIGHT,
AL ARM If\u THOUSANLS OF RESIDEI\TS ALRE:\LY ELGY cECAUSE OF RECENT
GNEXPLAINED PHENOMENAG & ¢

REPORTS .OF 'S IGHTINGS - CAME. FROM SAN DIEGC, ON TME MEXICO GORDER.
T3 MARIN CCUNTY ‘NCRTH OF SAN FRANCISCC(==-A4 SPAN CF AZCUT 6JJ MILES,
IT ALSCO WAS CIGHTEL eY ﬁEATHERf"EN IN Ah AIR PORT TOWER IN LAS :
VEu%bCNJ MILES. I"JLANDn

HED OFF ‘BY [ THE Tchsauns OF € ICHTINGS WERE w1LD Rrponrs or AlIK
‘CRASHES, NUMERGUS FIRES STARTEL BY EMSERS FROM THE METECRITE, AND.THAT

LEFENSE. INSTALLAT.IONS HKAD TRACKED THE HUGE bIREuALL INTG THE PACIFIC
(CEAN. ALL WERE FALSEe =
THE MOUNT WILSON OBSERVATORY IN SCUTHERN CALIrCPNIA--UHnRE THE
TREbALL APPEARED MCST BRILLIANT==-SAID IT WAS COMMON FOR PERICDIC
*H“HERS 'OF METECRS TO HIT THE EARTH'S ATHOSPFLRE, CAUS ING THEM TO
QQPSQR QUéTE BRIGHTs . SUCH A CONLITION, A SPOKESMAN SAID, IS KNOWN
AS DRACO1ID. |
JUST LAST NIGHT A METECR FLASHED ACROSS THE SKY IN SOUTHERN
CREGON AND NCRTHERN CALI:ORNIA, LICHTING UP EUREKA, CALIF., ALMOST
LIKE DAYLIGHT e o= ae &
ACHECK WITH MILITARY AND DE}ENSE INSTALLATIONS SHOWED THEKE WAS
NO ROCKET FIRINGS AT THE TIME THE METECR WAS SIGHTED, ABOUT
S C*'CLOCKX TONIGHT (S P. Me EST), Aut THERE WAS NO RAD AR TRACKING
OF THE FlERY OBJECT(: 42
CESCRIPTIONS OF THE FIRBALL \'ARIEE AS TC WHERE THELY WERE SEEN, ~
2UT MOST PEOPLE:AGREED IT WAS RAPIDLY MOVING NCRTHWEST=--A GIANT |
BALL OF FIRE TRAILING A 1.ONG MULTICOLGCRED TAlL.,  OBSERVERS IN SOME
AREAS SAID IT LEFT AN EERIE BLUISH LIGHT AFTEKGLOW,
\ AN AIR FORCE OFFICER, FAMILIAR WITH ROCKET LAUNCHINGS BOTH AT
CALIFOKNIA'S VANDENBERG A IR ‘FORCE BASE AND CAPE CANAVERAL, FLA«,
IESCRIBED IT AS, - ®A VERY BRIGHT LIGHT==--AS BRIGKT AS I'VE EVER szEN.
(SPICKUP. aru,ﬁcus ALZ3N: . WE ASSUNME IT) _
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AND. SACRAMENTQ'BEGAN TAKING ON. AN ASPECT OF RUMC

Z3BUAN. A1R FORCE:OFF

Pl As: i,
. DAY LEAD FIREBaLL ~
EDITORS NOTE=-=-WHEN A LARKGE METFCR FLASHEL ACKC 5 CALIFCRNIA

IAST NIGHT, 1T TOUCHED OFF A SEKRIES (¥ #ILD==AND FALSE-<REPCKTS THAT

‘FROUI[E A eLASSlC STUDY, IN THE BEGINNING. CF PANICs.  THE FCLLOWING

STGRY 1S A PROFILE OF THE INCIP’E.HT PANIC, I‘Ch IT L}.UELCPED A\L HCW

ITLFINALLY WASURESOLVED, “0 (=

‘~£MBY L ONALD. L..uN;le} | :
e g lhITED PRE.( IhTER\nTI(hAL

f LtLoc ANGELES‘SJﬁN. 17 (UPI)=-IT BEGAN CALMLY ENCUGK: A MYSTERIGUS

ZRICHT L IGHT WwAS SEEN FLASHING ACROSS THE SKY TRAILIN,G A GLOWING

THILII
BEFCRE IT "'NIJEU TEKERE WERE KREPCETS THAT FIKES WEKkE RAGLING

“THROUGHKOUT CALIFORNIA, THAT M:TAL DEsK1S AND SPARKS JWERE RAINING
‘Tngn THE SKY ANDITHAT A'MAN=MADE SATELLITE HAD PLUNSEL TG EARTHe. =

‘ALL THE REPORTS: WERE FALSE EXCEPT THE FIRST CNE. . THERE HAD . - °
rmnzzn BEEN A BRIGHT ¥LASHe. IT WAS CAUSED, ASTRCNOMERS BELIEVE, BY
"A"HUGE METEOR THAT BLAZEL THKROUGH TKE EARTH'S. ATMOS PHERE, LEAUlNu A
FIERY TRAIL THAT<«hAS SEEN IN MUCH OF CALIFORNIA ANL AS }AR AS

JJ‘ MILES INLAND™IN NEVADA.
‘¥ IT WAS NEARLY AN HCUR BEFORE THE u‘r"—'T}ﬁIOb‘; rLASH L.OULD BE

IDB-TI}ILIJ- DURING THAT TINE A RISING TILE CF PANIC SEEMED TC CVERTAKE
ViANY uE\ERALLYhRE[‘IAbLE O}FICIALS ‘WHG SCON bEnE EEPEATING FANTASTIC

' RWORS L ] 1"? ;: J 3

“SYUP1°'S LOS ANGELFS EUREAU FIRST GCT TIPPED. (N THE FIREBALL SHCRTLY
AXTER 6 Pe.Me BY+1TS. PHCTC BUREAU MANASER, RAY MARONEY, WKC SIGHTEL THE
FLASK WHILE AT KOME,

"“A SER1ES.GF:CALLS TC PGLICE, LGS ANGELES INTEXNATLONAL ALRPCKT
THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS AGENCY AND VANDENEFRG AIR FCACF BASE BROUGHT
FORTH ENCUGH INFORMATICN TO WARRANT AN URGENT STCRY THAT AN APPARENT

HUGE METECR HAD: FLASHED ACROSS THE AREA.

MSUTHEN A FLOOD_OF<IRCOMING CALLS FRCM CORRESPONDENTS THROUGHCUT

'CALIFCRNIA TO BUREAUS IN LCS ANGELFS, SAN DEECO RS ANCERANCIS O
R AN ANIC.

s IN SAN FKANCISCO, 1T WAS REPORTEL FIRE WAS RAGING IN MONTERREY.
'CFFIC IALS IN MONTERREY SAID NC FIRES WEKE THERE, BUT THEY HEARD
'HAT FIRE TRUCKSIARE ROLLING ALL CVER LCE ANGELES.® THERE WERE
ONE: IN, LOS. ANGRES!CALTHOUGH ‘THERE WERE SOME FALSE. ALARMS.. -

SAKERSFIFLD 'AND SANTA BARBARA, BUT.CFFICIALS IN THCSE CENTRAL CITIES

SSAID THAT OUTS IDE.OF NUMERCUS FALSE ALARMS.THEY THOUGHT FIRES WERE

Hjﬁcmc IN THE MODESTO AREA, *
<STHE FIRE RUMORS HAD GONE FULL CIRCLE. THE ONLY INDICATICN OF WHAT

’

'"5‘#7’
QE%E‘ I5LY STARTED THE RUMCRS WAS SCME CONTRCLLED EURNING OF UEEDS

THAT TIME BY®OFFICIALS IN SANTA EAXBARA COUNTY.
NS PASS ERS ~-BYV INATHE AREA APPARENTLY CONNECTEL THE CONTRCLLED FIRES
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I8 JAL FROM KAMILTCN AIR FORCE BASE SAID KE UNDERSTCCD
“‘IHE'CALIFORNIA'DISASTER CFFICE! IN SACKANENTG HAD KEPCKRTS OF FIKES IN



; ﬁDNDﬁY IN HOLLAND-

| ¥

. FRCM EDWARDS Al% FORCE BASE NEAR LS ANGELES THEN CAME THE REPCKT -~
Liv < 1-IC1AL--THAT IT WAS ‘BELIEVED TEE AIK PbPCE TRACKING STATION AT
"UXNARD HAD TRACKED THE FIREbALLe ACCCADING TC THE KEPCORT, THE FIREEALL
#:LL IN THE PACIFIC 19 MILES COFF SAh CLEMENTE ISLANL IN F‘E GENERAL

THREE TELEPHONE CALLS TO OXNARL AND CALLS TO THE TRACKING STATIONS
~I POINT ARGUELLC AND POINT MUGU CF THE PFACIFIC bALL]STIC MISSILE
RANGE ALL FAILED TO CONFIRM THE REPORT.

THEY ALSO FAILED TO CONFIRM REPORTS FROM WILELY SCATTERED AREAS
THAT THE FIREDALL M‘TUALLY HAS A HISSILF Ok MAN-MALDE SATELLITE BREAKING
P IN THE, ATMCSPHERE, |

OTHER REPORTS~--ALL CHECKED OUT AND ALL PRCOVED }ALSE--EERE THAT THE
" FIREBALL SMASHED INTC THE HOLLYWCOD HILLS (WHICH ARE DENSELY POPULATEL), A
THAT 1T CRASHED INTO A VALLEY NEAK BCRON AND THAT METAL PIECES FRON :
IT WERE FOUNDs i

THE REPORTS AGAIN PRCVED TO BE FALSE, ANL AS IN CTHER CASES APPARENT-
LY GREW UP '‘AS A MISUNDERSTANDING BETHZEN AT LEAST THREE SOURCES,. IN 3
THIS CASE’ THE LANCASTER SHERIFF'S STATION IN LCS ANGELfQ CCUHTY, .

-~ EDWARDS AFB ANLC THE CIVIL DEFENSE \.ARNII\.G SYSTEMe =~

..3_._ : ‘

ALL TOLDL, AN ESTIH.ATED " TELEPHCONES VERE MADE TO THE UPL LCS
ANGELES BUREAU DURING THE FIRST FRANTIC HOUR CF .THE FIRESALL REPCRT,
"AND ABOUT & . OUTGCING CALLS TO CHECK THE STCRY WERE PLACED.

IT €NDED AS CALMLY AS 1T BEGAN, WITH THE STORY REPCRTING THAT A
METEOR 'HAD FLASHED ACRCSS THE SKY. THE STORY QUCTED A SPCKESMAN FRCM
MOUNT WILSON OBSERVATORY.IN SOUTHERN CALIFCRNIA SAYING SHCWZIRS OF
METZORS WERE COMMON PERIODICALLY~--THUS BACKING UP REPORTS COF BRIGHT
METEOR SIGHTINGS SUNDAY IN CREGON AND NORTHERN CALIFCRNIA AND LATI

THERE WAS NO FALSE REPORT OF RUMORS IN UPI'S STORY-=-BUT R!IPORTERS
LEARNED AGAIN THE STANPDARD OBJECT LESSON TC DCUEBLE CHECK THEIR SOURCES.
AND THEY WERE LEFT WONDERING AT THE DISTORTICON AND PLAIN FALSEHOOD‘-‘

THAT SOMEHOW SEEM TC SPRING UP AT THE FIRST SIGNS OF PANIC. |

-J-
- ALTERNATE DAY LEAD FIRiBALL

BY DONALD Le NEFF :
* UNITED PRESS INTERNAT IONAL
L0S ANGELES. JAN. 17 CUPI)==A HKUGE FIERY METECR FLASHED ACROSS
CALIFORNIA LAST NIGHT, TOUCHING OFF WIDESPREAD FEAR OF FIRESs
THE BRICKT FLASH WAS SIGHTED FROM SAN DIEGO AT THE MEXICO
BORDER TO.NORTH OF SAN FRANCISCO, A DISTANCE OF ABGUT &9 MILES, AND
AS FAR AS”°300. MILES INLAND IN NEVADA.
IT WAS THE SECOND BRIGHT FLASH SI1GHTED CN THE WEST COAST IN TWO
NIGHTS AND IT BROUGHT ABOUT A SERIES GOF NEAR-PANICKY KEPGORTS THAT
FIRES WERE RAGING'IN MUCK OF CALIFCRNIA, CAUSED Y FALLING EMBERS.
OTHER- REPORTS INCLUDED FINDINGS GF METAL PIECES SUPPOSEDLY DEBRIS
FROM THE FIREBALL AND TRE BELIEF THAT IT WAS A MISSILE OR SATELLITE
EREAKING UP IN THE SKY..
ASTRONOMERS AT MOUNT WILSON CBSERVATORY IN SOUTHERN CALIFCRNIA
SAID THEY BELIEVED 1T TG BE A METEOR. THEY SAID PEXRICDIC
SHCWERS OF METECRS G ERE COMMON o
ME HOURS  AFTER THE FIRESALL FLASHED ACRCSS CALIFORNIA ABOUT &
e HST A SIMILAR BRIGHT FLASH WAS SIGHTED IN HCLLANLs IT ALSO W AS
L ISVED TO HAVE BEEN A METEOR BURNING UP IN THE LARTH'S SLURFACE.
T APPEARANCE QOF THE METECR IN CALIFORNIA AND THE RESULTANT CPQ‘"-‘
CF 41LD RUMORS AND BEGINNINGS CF PANIC PRCVIDED A CLASSIC EXAMPLE (s _
HOw PANIC STARTS. . ;
(P ICKUP. ATH PGH: IT WAS ) ’
| LLSAIAES :
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