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once each three sweeps over an interval of 36 seconds and 

received no target on the height finder. ATlC is currently 

collecting data on this incident and will follow with a 

repo r t o f our findings. 
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1 TARG:S'T . COr:S.:i:Q.l.;::r:J'LY, TH3lTh I S NO LOGICAL EXPLA:'iATIOi'f FO.:l 

THS FPJ-Z> HEIGHT Fii\IER Will ill1ABL8 'ro PAINT '.l.'HE TAliG::.'T. 

P,\iU I V. CO.l'r.t.Cr 1·.'ITH LT/COL JAi•lES 0 . PATh'E, AF:.:rc , R.SV:SALED 

THAT HO !:AVY OPERATION COULD HAV3 BEEN HESPONSIBW FOR THE SIGHT-

ING AIID THAT THERE HAVE B:=:rm UO Sii-JILAR INCIDZt:To DURING SUBSEQtE: 

TESTS. 

PART V. IT IS CONCLUDED BY ATIC THAT THE OBJECT SIGHTED ON 

RADAR AT CAPE CAllA VERAL ON 11 APR 61 AT 1457Z WAS PROBABLY A 

REAL TARGET, FLYING AT AN ALTITUDE OF 110 MORE THAN 35 , 000 FZET . 

NO D£FH1ITE ~LA.?UTIOll OF WHY 'I'HIS TARG~T DID ilOT APPEAR ON 

THE FP$-20 c~; B3 iBACED , BlTT INSP:::CTION OF ·rfiE SITE A:TD 

'I'HE RADAR ~::;:'~~IA;:c::: RECORD '1'/0IJLD R: 1CAL IF THIS ·.7AS DtJ.: TO 

A DZAD ARZA OR EAUL'1'1 EQUIP:JE~:T . 
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THIS MESSAGE Ili TWO PARTS. PART I. RECENTLY THERE HAVE BE:e:N 

SEVllU.L RADAR SIGHTINGS OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYlliG OBJECTS AT CAPE 

CABAVERAL DURING ~..z; PREPARATICif AND LAUNCHING OF TEST MISSilES. 
II ~ -ll:. 

ON '¥ APRIL 1961, AT APPROXIMATELY 2200Z1 £A) SECONDS BLFOOE THE --
3CREDUI.ED LAUN .. HllG OF P0LARIS MJASIU TEST # 1352, A FLYING OBJECT 

WAS OBS~VED ON BCYI'H ThE FPS-8 RADAR AT CAPE O:ANAVERAL AND THE 

FPS-20 RADAR AT T£ P~ICK AC&W SITE. INTERCEPriON WA:3 ATTE.'-i?l'ED 

BY AN ADC F-102 AND THE lNTERCEPl'OR LOC!GD ON TO THE UNKNOWN TARGET 

r FOR TWO MDWl'ES. THE UNKNOWN TOOK EVASIVE ACTION AND DISAPPEAR£1> 
-

PREVENTING FUI.L ACCOMPUSHMENT OF l'HE ~CEPI'. PART II. l'HE 

POSSIBDJT! OP THE !lAVY CONDUCTDG OPZRATION IN THE AREA, EVEN" 

POSSim.y Ul'ICOORDD~-D ASSOCIATI ON WITH THE TEST, IS W~TH CONSID-

1 ERDG. REQUEST INF<JU-IATION BE FCRWARDED TO ATIC AS TO THE EXTENT OF 

l_cOORDiliATION _EXISTING BETWEEN NAVY ~ AIR l.CR~E,.BEYOliD.JiORMAL 
- ~ .... 
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UFO was observed on r adar, Cape Canaveral, 1457Z, 11 April 61 . It was 

observed for at l ea st 30 minutes . Object appear ed t o or bit l n an orbit Jhicb 

extended f rom 10 mil~s from the Cape to a position approximat ~ly 55 miles from 

Cape Canaveral and the orbit was at all times on an hzimuth of 125° t o 127° 

SE of Cape Canaver al . According to radar r eport s t he object disappear~d 

when it got 44 miles away from Cape Ct:inaver al appearing on r adar and disappearing 

at the fa...-thest end 6 or 7 miles . Made 6 or 7 long orbits . The object finally 

disappeared approx1mately 1530Z in the direction about 125° away from Cap~ 

Canaveral. 

Radar Operator on an APS-8 r adar. He could paint the obj~~t very ~ell. 

The ps1nt s ize o~ ~be object was approximately the same s ize of a C54 aircr~ft 

with no transr::::.d.er oper ating. Tr.is r adar · .. a s _ _;.,__ ... ~~ good . 

Atmospheric conditi~ns were no~l . There was no det ection of this obj ~ct on 

' acy b!fght fi:rier e~uipir.ent. Expert s opinion:; diff~r e.s to wh~thcr chi ~ U?~"' ·.:as 

cxtr~nl:? l y t tigb cr extr eme 1:· 1 o·.1 . 

Th~ ~~a~3er ~a3 - - hi gh , over ca st , visibility .lO milt: . , .; ind t:N.t. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FVRcE.~·. . - . - - · - . 

STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION . - . ' ' : • ~ ·~ 

INCOMING MESSAGE 
AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61 ) F/scc 

ACTION : CIN -14 

INFO : OOP-2, OOP-CP-1, SAFS-3 (21) 

• 

DE RJEDSQ ?XC 
P 2 12050Z ZEX 
F'M ATIC '~ PAF'B 
TO RJEZHQ/COF'S USAF WASH DC 
RJEZF'F'/AF'SC ANDRE 1.4S AFB MD 
eT 

AFCIN-4E2 C-776. 

PART I. F'OR AFCIN ft!AJ GEN WALSH AND F'OR ROY MAJ GEN WATSOO 

AT 1457 11 APR 6 1 AN UNIDENTIFIED F'LYING OBJECT WAS SIGHTED 

ON RADAR IN THE VICINI TY OF' CAPE CANAVERAL PRIOR TO THE 

LAUNCHI~G OF' TEST NUM BER 1352 , APOLARIS MISSILE, SCHEDULED 

T TI~E 143~Z . THREE EXPERIENC ED OBSERVERS WATCHED THE TARGET 

0~ AN F'PS - 8 RADAR F' OR 30 MINUTES AND ESTir1ATED ITS SPEED AS 
• 

RANGI NG BET~~E~ 150 AND 600 KNOTS. THESE OBSERVERS REPORTED 

THAT THE OBJECT ORB! TED 6 OR 7 TIMES ALOO G AN AZIMUTH OF' 126 

DEGRE~S F'RQI1 CAPE CANAVERAL AND BETWEEN 10 AND 55 MILES F'RCI-1 

TH~ C A?E . THE RANGE OB !X:RV ERS' ESTIMATES OF' THE HE! GHT OF THE 
• 

UFO DID NOT AGREE, REPORTI NG EITHER THAT THE OBJECT WAS VERY LO '~ 

OR VERY HIGH . A RANGE suqvEILLANCE C-54 WAS VECTORED TO '~!THIN 

2 1/2 ~ILES OF' THE OBJECT BUT REPORTS F'RCXtl THE CREW WERE NEGATIVE. 

THE RANGE C-54 IS EQUIPPED tHTH AN APS-4 2 AND AN APS-59 RADARS 

BUT UTILIZED GJLY THE APS-4 2 DURING THIS ATTEMPTED INTERCEPT. 

AFHQ NOV U 0-309a 
~IOU8 COITIOH. 0 " THI8 I'OIIIM 

MAY M U$11D 
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AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) 

( 

• 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

Page 2 of 3 

CAPT WALTER FLINT, WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE TEST, NOTIFIED THE 

LOCAL GCI SITE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE UF'O, HOWEVER, NO INTERCEPT 

ACTIOO 1JIAS ACCClt1PLISHED BECAUSE THE GCI FPS-20 RADAR PICKED 

• 

UP THE UFO OOLY ONCE EACH THREE SWEEPS OVER AN INTERVAL OF 

36 SECONDS AND RECEIVED NO TARGET ON THE HEIGHT FINDER. 

PART II. ANALYSIS CF THE AVAILABLE DATA LEADS TO THE C<l4CLUSIOO 

THAT THE TARGET '¥AS REAL. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE IN THE REPORT TO 

SUGGEST RADAR ~AU"UNCTIOO, OR FALSE ECHOS. BECAUSE THE TRACKS 

'AIERE APPARENTLY 1vE:LL DEFINED AND HAD A DEFINITE PATTERN. IT IS 

BELIEVED THAT THI S ~AS A RELATIVELY SMALL TARGET DUE TO THE 

FACT THAT IT CONSISTENTLY FADED AT 44 MILES OUTBOUND IN ITS ORBIT 

AND REAPPEARED AT APPROXIMATELY 44 MILES INBOUND. THERE IS NO 

LOC ICAL REAS<l>J fOR THE INABILITY OF THE POWERFUL FPS-20 TO TRACK 

THE TARGET, UNLESS THIS EQUIPMENT 'MAS NOT FUNCTIOOING PROPERLY AT 

THIS TIME OR THE TARGET WAS IN A DEAD AREA FOR THE STAT! 0-J. 

PART III. SINCE NO HEIGHT FINDER DATA WAS OBTAINED CERTAIN 

DEDUCTIONS MUST BE MADE RELATIVE TO THE TARGET HEIGHT. THE MINIMUM 

REPORTED RANGE CF THE TARGET WAS 10 MILES. SINCE THIS IS SLANT 

RANGE AND FURTHER SINCE THE MAXIfriUM VERTICAL ANGLE COVERAGE OF TH E 

FPS -8 IS 25 -30 DEGREE THE MAXIMUM TARGET HE! GHT l.tJOULD BE APPRCP< IM AT ELY 

30,000 FEET 'JIHICH OBVIOUSLY RULES OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UFO 

AFHQ H~~~. 0 -309a 
~ft~tOVS CDtTtOHe 0~ THte ~ftlo4 
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DEPARTMENT' OF THE AIR FORCE 
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 

INCOMINB MESSAGE 

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) Page 3 of 3 

AFHQ 

BEING AN EXTREMELY HIGH FLYING TARGET. THE PERIODIC HIGH SPEEDS, 

AS HIGH AS 600 KNOTS, REPORTED FOR THE TARGET, COUPLED tHTH THE 

fACT THAT THE MTI Of THE F'PS-8 WAS NOT OPERATING, FURTHER TENDS 

TO RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY CF THE UFO BEING A VERY LO'~ FLYING 

TARGET. CONSEQUENTLY, THERE IS NO LOGICAL EXPLANATION FOR WHY 

THE fPS-20 HEIGHT FI~DER WAS UNABLE TO PAINT THE TARGET. 

PART IV. CONTACT 'nTH LT/COL JAMES O. PAYNE, AF'MTC, REVEALED 

THAT NO NAVY OPERATION COULD HAVE BEEN RESPOOSIBLE F OR THE SIGHT­

ING AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO SIMILAR INCIDENTS DURING SUBSEQUENT 

TESTS. 

PART V. IT IS COOCLUDED BY ATIC THAT THE OBJECT SIGHTED ON 

RADAR AT CAPE CANAVERAL ON 11 APR 61 AT 1457Z WAS PROBABLY A 

REAL TARGET, FLYING AT AN ALTITUDE OF NO MORE THAN 35,000 FEET. 

NO DEFINITE EXPLANATION CF WHY THIS TARGET DID NOT APPEAR CtJ 

THE F'PS-20 CAl'J BE REACHED, BUT INSPECTION Of' THE SITE AND 

THE RADAR MAINTENANCE RECORD '~OULD REVEAL IF' THIS WAS DUE TO 

A DEAD AREA OF F' AUL TY EQUI PM EN T. THIS ORGAN I ZATI 00 

CONTINUING EffORTS TO RESOLVE THE CASE. 
• 

BT • 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE Alii FOIICE 
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISIO. 

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61 ) 

ACTION : CIN-14 

INCOMING MESSAGE 
F/scc 

I~WO : OOP-2, OOP- CP-1, SAFS-3 (21) 

AFHQ 

DE RJEDSQ ?XC 
P 2 12050Z Z£X 
F'M ATIC '~PAF'B 
TO RJEZHQ/COF'S USAF WASH DC 
R JEZF'F' I AF' SC AN ORE WS AF B MD 
BT 

AF'CIN-4E2 C-776. 

PART I. F'OR AFCIN MAJ GEl'J WALSH AND F'OR ROY MAJ GEN WATS(}J 

AT 1457 11 APR 6 1 AN UNIDENTIFIED F'LYING OBJECT WAS SIGHTED 

ON RADAR IN THE VICINITY OF' CAPE CANAVERAL PRIOR TO THE 

LAUNCHI~G OF' T::ST NUM BER 1352, APOLARIS MISSILE, SCHEDULED 

T TIME 1430Z. T HR~E EXPERIENC ED OBSERVERS WATCHED THE TARGET 

0:-.1 AN F'PS-8 RADAR F' OR 32 MINUTES AND ESTIMATED ITS SPEED AS 

RANGING BET 1JEE~ 150 AND 600 KNOTS. THESE OBSERVERS REPORTED 

THAT THE OBJECT ORB! TED 6 OR 7 TIMES ALOOG AN AZIMUTH OF' 126 

DEGREES F'RCl'1 CAPE CANAVERAL AND BETWEEN 10 AND 55 MILES F'RCJI! 

THE CAPE. THE RANGE OB~RVERS ' ESTIMATES Or THE HEIGHT OF' THE 

UF' O DID NOT AGREE , REPORTING EITHER THAT THE OBJECT WAS VERY LO t~ 

OR VERY HIGH . A RANGE SURVEILLANCE C-54 WAS VECTORED TO WITHIN 

2 1/2 MILES OF' THE OBJECT BUT REP ORTS F'Ra-1 THE CREW WERE NEGATIVE. 

THE RANGE C-54 IS EQUIPPED WITH AN APS-42 AND AN APS-59 RADARS 

BUT UTILIZED OOLY THE APS-42 DURING THIS ATTEMPTED INTERCEPT • 

,Oil .. 0-309a 
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DEPAitTJIEIT OF THE All FORCE 
STAFF MESSAIE DIVISION 

IMCOMIJI8 .ESSAIE 

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) Page 2 of 3 

• 

AFHQ 

CAPT ~ALTER FLINT, WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE TEST, NOTIFIED THE 

LOCAL GCI SITE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE UFO, HOWEVER, NO INTERCEPT 

ACTIQ\J 1JJ AS ACCCJt1PLISHED BECAUSE THE GCI FPS·20 RADAR PICKED 

UP THE UFO OOLY ONCE EACH THREE SWEEPS OVER AN INTERVAL OF 

36 SECONDS AND RECEIVED NO TARGET ON THE HEIGHT FINDER. 

PART II. ANALYSIS CF THE AVAILABLE DATA LEADS TO THE C~CLUSIOO 

THAT THE TARGET '~AS REAL. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE IN THE REPORT TO 

SUGGEST RADAR ~ALFUNCTIOO, OR FALSE ECHOS. BECAUSE THE TRACKS 

1~ERE APPARENTLY '.JELL DEFINED AND HAD A DEFINITE PATTERN. IT IS 

BELIEVED THAT THIS ~AS A RELATIVELY SMALL TARGET DUE TO THE 

FACT THAT IT C<l'JSI STENTLY FADED AT 44 MILES OUTBOUND IN ITS ORBIT 

AND REAPPEARED AT APPROXIMATELY 44 MILES INBOUND. THERE IS NO 

LOC I CAL REASa-J F' OR THE INABILITY OF THE POWERFUL FPS-20 TO TRACK 

THE TARGET, UN LESS THIS EQ UIPMENT WAS NOT FUNCTI~ING PROPERLY AT 

TH I S TIME OR THE TARGET WAS IN A DEAD AREA FOR THE STATICN. 

PART III. SINCE NO HEIGHT FINDER DATA WAS OBTAINED CERTAIN 

DEDUCTIONS MUST BE f'.ADE RELATIVE TO THE TARGET HEIGHT. THE MINIMUM 

REPORTED RANGE OF THE TARGET WAS 10 MILES. SINCE THIS IS SLANT 

RANGE AND FURTHER SINCE THE MAXIMUM VERTICAL ANGLE COVERAGE OF THE 

FPS-8 IS 25-30 DEGREE THE MAXIMUM TARGET HEIGHT WOULD BE APPR(li(IMATELY 

30 , 000 FEET 'JJHICH OBVIOUSLY RULES OUT THE POSSI BILl TY OF THE UF 0 

-

NOV It 0-309a 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61 ) Page 3 of 3 

BEING AN EXTREMELY HIGH FLYING TARGET. THE PERIODIC HIGH SPEEDS, 

AS HIGH AS 600 KNOTS , REPORTED F OR THE TARGET, COUPLED WITH THE 

FACT THAT THE MTI Of THE fPS-8 WAS NOT OPERATING, fURTHER TENDS 

TO RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY ():' THE UFO BEING A VERY LO'.i fLYING 

TARGET. CONSEQUENTLY, THERE IS NO LOGICAL EXPLANATIOO fOR WHY 

THE fPS-20 HEIGHT FINDER WAS UNABLE TO PAINT THE TARGET. 

PART IV. CONTACT ·~ITH LT/COL JAMES O. PAYNE, AfMTC, REVEALED 

THAT NO NAVY OPER ATION COULD HAVE BEEN RESPOOSIBLE fOR THE SIGHT­

ING AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO SIMILAR INCIDENTS DURING SUBSEQUENT 

TESTS . 

PART V . IT IS C ClJC LUDED BY ATIC THAT THE OBJECT SIGHTED 00 

RADAR AT CAP£ CANAVERAL ON 11 APR 61 AT 1457Z WAS PROBABLY A 

REAL TARGET , FLYING AT AN ALTITUDE o; NO MORE THAN 35,000 FEET. 

NO DEFINITE ::XPLANATION CF WHY THIS TARGET DID NOT APPEAR (}J 

THE FPS-20 CAN BE REACHED, BUT INSPECT! ON Of THE SITE AND 

THE RADAR MAINTENANCE RECORD ~OULD REVEAL IF' THIS WAS DUE TO 

A DEAD AREA or FAULTY EQUIPMENT. THIS ORGANIZATION 

CONTINUING EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE CASE. 

BT 

AFHQ "~~. 0 -309a 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61 ) 

ACTION: CIN-14 

STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 
INCOMIN& MESSAGE 

INFO : OOP- 2, OOP- CP- 1, SAFS- 3 (21) 

DE RJ EDSQ 7XC 
P 2 12050 Z ZEX 
FM AT!C ·~PAr 8 
TO RJEZHQ/COFS USAF WASH DC 
RJEZFF I AF' SC ANDRE ~~S ArB MD 
8 

C IN - 4 E~ C -7 7 6 • 

Fj scc 

PART I . F OR AFCI~ ~AJ GEN '~ALSH AND FOR ROY MAJ GEN WATSOO 

AT 1457 11 APR 6 1 AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT WAS SI GHTED 

ON RADAR I N THE VIC INITY OF CAPE CANAVERAL PRIOR TO TH E 

LAUNC HI:-JG OF T::ST '!UMBER 1352, APOLARIS MISSILE, SCHEDULED 

T TI~E 1430 Z. THREE EXPERIENCED OBSERVERS WATCHED THE TARGET 

0~ AN FPS - 8 RADAR F OR 30 MINUTES AND ESTIMATED ITS SPEED AS 

RANGING BET~E::~ 150 AND 600 KNOTS . THESE OBSERVERS REPORTED 

THAT THE OBJECT ORBITED 6 OR 7 TIMES ALONG AN AZIMUTH OF' 126 

DEGREES FR~ CAPE CANAVERAL AND BETINEEN 10 AND 55 MILES FRCl'l 

THE CAPE . THE RANGE OBSERVERS' ESTIMATES OF THE HEIGHT OF THE 

UFO DID NOT AGR EE , REPORTING EITHER THAT THE OBJECT WAS VERY L0 1~ 

OR VERY HIGH . A RANGE SURVEILLANCE C-54 WAS VECTORED TO ~~ !THIN 

2 1/2 MILES OF THE OBJECT BUT REPORTS FROM THE CRE t~ WERE NEGATIVE . 

THE RAN GE C- 54 IS EQUIPPED WITH AN APS - 42 AND AN APS - 59 RADARS 

BUT UTILIZED O'JLY THE APS - 42 DURING THIS AT TEM PTED INTERCEPT. 

AFHQ NOV It 0-309a 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) Page 2 of 3 

• 

AFHQ 

CAPT WALTER FLINT, WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE TEST, NOTIFIED THE 

LOCAL GCI SITE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE UFO, HOWEVER, NO INTERCEPT 

ACTION '.•l AS ACC<l'1PLISHED BECAUSE THE GCI FPS-20 RADAR PICKED 

UP THE UFO OOLY ONCE EACH THREE S t~EEPS OVER AN INTERVAL OF 

36 SECONDS AND RECEIVED NO TARGET ON THE HEIGHT FINDER. 

• 

PART II. ANALYSIS Cf' THE AVAILABLE DATA LEADS TO THE CetJCLUSIOO 

THAT THE TARG£T '~AS REAL. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE IN THE REPORT TO 

SUGGEST RADAR ~ALF UNCTIOO, OR FALSE ECHOS. BECAUSE THE TRACKS 

'JERE APPARENTLY '~EL L DEFINED AND HAD A DEFINITE PATTERN. IT IS 

BELIEVED THAT THIS WAS A RELATIVELY SMALL TARGET DUE TO THE 

FACT THAT IT CONS ISTENTLY FADED AT 44 MILES OUTBOUND IN ITS ORBIT 

AND REAPPEARED AT APPROXIMATELY 44 MILES INBOUND. THERE IS NO 

LOC ICAL REASOO f OR THE I NABILITY OF THE POWERFUL FPS-20 TO TRACK 

THE TARGE T, UN LE:SS THIS EQUIPMENT 1JAS NOT F UNCTI 00 IN G PROPERLY AT 

THIS TIME OR THE TARGET 1~AS IN A DEAD AREA F OR THE STAT! (}.J. 

PAR T III . SINC£ NO HEIGHT FINDER DATA WAS OBTAINED CERTAIN 

DEDUCTI ONS MUST BE MADE RELATIVE TO THE TARGET HEIGHT. THE MINIMUM 

REPORTED RANGE OF THE TARGET ~AS 10 MILES. SINCE THIS IS SLANT 

RANGE AND F URTHER SINCE THE MAXH'.UM VERTICAL ANGLE COVERAGE OF THE 

FPS - 8 IS 25 -30 DEGREE THE MAXIMUM TARGET HEIGHT WOULD BE APPRC»<IMATELY 

30,000 FEET 11JHICI1 OBV IOUSLY RULES OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UFO 
• 

,OliN 0-309a NOV It 
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DEPA~~MENT- OF THE AIR FORCE 
• 

STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 
INCOMING MESSAGE 

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) Page 3 of 3 

BEING AN EXTREr1ELY HIGH FLYING TARGE T. THE PERIODIC HIGH SPEEDS, 

AS HIGH AS 600 KNOTS , REPORTED F'OR THE TARGET, COUPLED WITH THE 

F'ACT THAT THE MTI OF' THE F'PS-8 WAS NOT OPERATIN G, FURTHER TENDS 

TO RULE OUT THE POS SI BI LI TY OF' THE UF' 0 BEING A VERY LO'oi F' LYING 

TARGET. CONSEQUENTLY, THERE IS NO LOGICAL EXPLANATION FOR WHY 

THE F' PS - 20 HEIGHT F' I~ DER WAS UN ABLE TO PAINT THE TARGET. 

PART IV . C O~ TACT '.HTH LT/COL JAMES O. PAYNE, AFMTC, REVEALED 

THAT NO NAVY O?ERATION COULD HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SIGHT­

I NG AND THAT TH£RE HAVE BEEN NO SIMILAR INCIDENTS DURING SUBSEQUENT 

TESTS. 

PART V. IT IS CetJC LUDED BY ATIC THAT THE OBJECT SIGHTED ON 

RAD AR AT CAPE CANAVER AL ON 11 APR 61 AT 1457Z WAS PROBABLY A 

REAL TARGET, F'LYI NG AT AN ALTITUDE OF' NO MORE THAN 35,000 F'EET. 

NO DEFINITE EXPLANATI ON OF' WHY THIS TARGET DID NOT APPEAR (}.J 

THE F'PS- 20 CAN BE REACHED, BUT INSPECTION OF' THE SITE AND 

THE RADAR i"AI NTENANCE REC ORD 1i0ULD REVEAL IF THIS WAS DUE TO 

A DEAD AREA OF' F' AUL TY EQUIPMENT . THIS ORGANIZATION 

CONTINUING EF'F' OR TS TO RESOLVE THE CASE . 

BT 

• 
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• cr. Request for Analys i s of UFO Report 

·u· AFClll-4El 

• 

13 April 1961 

Request your anal ys i s and comments of the attached UFO r eport • 
.p_ -, 
.JA-1,-- \ ""~ ..... / 
~"\.- . n ~ -. 

/ • .., ~ r-
'ftn'......,.~ 
fH:CLJ.r G. EVANS 
Colonel , USAF 
AFc m-4z 
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• FOR AFCIN M aJ Gen Walsh and For RDY lSlaj Gen Watson. 

At 1457 Z , 11 A?!" il 51 an unide ntified flying object was s ighted on 

r adar in the vi cini~y o f Cape Canaveral. Three experienced 

observers watche :! :!::e targe:: o n an FPS-8 rada r fo r 30 minnte s 

and e s tima ted i · s !:? ted as r anging between 15 0 and () 6 0K . 

Thest o bse rvc:- s :-c?:>r·ed tha t the obj ect orbited 6 o r 7 times 

CJF RLFEr, ENCE 

!iof'E IAL IN!.TRUCTIONS 

I a long a n azimut;1 o ~ 1 26 degrees from Cape C anaveral and 
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di stances of l C to 33 m ile s . The rada r obse rver s' estimates of the 

height of the UFO did not agr ee, s ome repo rting the object as very 

low and others that i c was extr emely hi gh . A range surveillance 

C-54 was vectored to within 2-1/2 miles o f the object but reports 

from the crew wer e negative . No other intercept a ction wa s 
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