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Dear Mr SERNND

Refsrence your letter cf 13 June 1561 to the Aerospace Technical
Intelligence Center requesting informamticn apcut metallic slivers which
vere Tound near your home In Jovember 1557 and June l90l,

The samples of the material whica you forwvarded with your letter
have been definitely identified as chaff made and utilized by the United
States., Chaff is material which is drocpped Dy cur aircralft Tor ths sur-
pose of Jamming radars Ty blotting cut the scope picture with Insignili-.
CAnDt eturns.

Chaff i3 drovped in the United States by the Alr Force for the
purposes of tTaining I1izht and radar crewvs and IOr testiling the effec-

tiveness of the char? itssl?.

Chatf? is dasigned to interfere with radars of different cperating
“requencies, and this accounts for the dirfferences in lengta and cross
section of the mmterial which was found near your homae,

Chaf? is usually released from the aircraft in bundles which then
oven t0 allow the material to disperse. In an cptimum coperation each
individual piece cof chaff will fall alome. Ca cccasion, hcwever, the
material will fall in little clumps such as you recovered.

The material is designed to fall extremely slow, and therefcre pay
have been dropped =any miles frem yowr home and driftied into jyour area
lugring the tine 1t tookx to0 fall from approxinately eight miles high.

v interest In this matter i3 appreciated.
incerely
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