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. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. ' CONCLUSIONS
. , 0 Wos Boll
19 Nov 6.L M'i-:-kinaw, Illinois D F'::h:;:lrua:"mn
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 0 FPossibly Belieen
Local X Ground- Visual O Ground-Rodor E g::h:iii;:rfi:nuh
GMT O Air-Visual B Air-Intercept Raodar D Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE b 0O Was Astronomicel |
O Yes O Probobly Astronomical
O Ne Civilia D Peossibly Astronemical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE i orher_Panda Bear refucling
O Insufficient Date for Evulu&_'_ L
3'1+ min, Censral 1y E 0O Unknown |
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING ) . 11. COMMENTS
~ an plowing field at night noticed bright It is concluded that sighting resulted I
light in SW. They stopped tractors to watch when 2 refueling mission occurred in

light and observed it to break into numerous
cther lights. These lights faded in and out
Wwith no epparent pattern. Cluster of lights
moved from AS 230° elevation 25° in a straight
line to and elevation of 20° in the E. Lights
Just faded out of sight in distance. Duration
3-4 min,

Panda Bear refueling sector. Pattern
of lights descridbed by witnesses was
probably those of tanker. Direction of
Panda Bear sector parallels that of
course taken by UFO. Is no evidence
avallable which indicates objects seen
are interplanetary space vehicles o

that they constitute threat to security
of US.
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I had both men trace out the apparent path and the path crossed the meridian at an elevation
of about 30°., The path did not come any where near the zenith, as was’ originally indicated.
The lights apparently began their motion at the instant that the numercus lignts appeared.

The lights preserved their particular pattern and moved across the sky as a small, compact
cluster that could easily have been covered by the thumbnail held at arms length. Appenzeller
thought myczha that he may have seen the light on the previous turn arcund the fleld, but
he was not sure. Both men insisted that the kxx bright light was there and stationary at
least three or four xmirkoex mimuites before it was seen to breakx up into smﬂ.ll?r lights.

The breakup apparently was not explosive as indicated earlier but they appeared in a xrz;:;;
sudden fashion. 1 asked the men il to think calmly about how long it took the cluster
of lightsm:;crufa-i the sky to the disappearance pointg (The lights just feded out in the
diatance)., and to wrlte it down indspendently on slips of paper that I had provided them with.
When I opened the papers the results of the ballot was 3 minutes and & minutes. Both nen,
incidentally, conflrmed the fact the zluster of lights was trailed by an "itty bitty & light"
that differed from the others iz ¥k e, ooparently belng nore reddish, and which emmitted

sparks. Questioned gbout the sparis. <N 1 that there was just an occasional spark

from the.light,.rerlvips ebout 12 in =214 rluring-tha Antervel. .. ; ! !

The gentlexen aireed txcoTugshly on the noise and no amognt of coming back to the subject
or a'btempting to trick them would shzke them from the fact that the noise real and very
easily audible artier the tractors ha.d. beun shut off. ~ whu had served vi’sn SACS
as an engine nmechanic, knows nis planes and prided nimself during his Bir'yﬂrce term of duty
that he could rezcognize various types of planes at considerable cl:i.s;:'i:":-.:n*:;f.;::;l by the sound of
their motors. — did not concemhrate on the iighta but on the scund and was a.i.:.temp ting
to turn over in his nmind during the entire =aasiameimism cpisode what type of engine it might
be. He could xewwmmimer identify no single engine. The noise resembled that of a diésel, of

a pulsating jet, and of the rumble of thunder; he said a scund effects man migh’ have produced

it by sheking a large piece of tin.

The time of this sighting apparently is determined to plus or minus 5 minutes of 11:45 PM

o

r
on Novermber 20ta (incidentally the date of thes original report, lNovember 19, is an error),

the accuracy being ascribable to the fact that the boys had determined that they would not
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work past midnight and had been watching their watches rather closely and were getting ready
to call it & night. After the aparition the boys sa?b arcund in the field finishing thair
cigarettes ard discussing what they would have done had the thing landed in the field and
had they been invited to take a ride!

The next day, in the course of their official duties, they discussed it with their
fellow airmen, getting & considerable amcunt of razzing, the story finally coming to the
ears of Capt. Pilon. He had the men report this then throaugh official channels. He per-
Bnnallylwa.a at first tempted to dismiss the whole thing but sk Telt that itwwas safer to
have the thing on record and officizlly recorded lest something should came of it later.
(Good bpy). On tiat very day, November 21, the Hdikp cuﬂp,‘sﬂid that he had been
lying in bed the previous night about that time and heard what he thought at first was a
diesel train coming up the rarelv_used spur track. that passes about 1/8 of a mile from his
home. Both he and hls wife appare-t 7 heard the noise, which puzzle:l}‘ﬂ, because the train
never seemed to aArrive at the —zcouse =24 to pass by as is the wont of trains that travel on
tracks that pass by people'n houses. Z= did not get out of bed to investigate (serious lack
of scientific curicsity). Also cn Icrember 21, encther farmer who had been nelp‘-nm

one YRR, i toen nis very Tancy tractor to _ Tarm -:L.:urmg the course
of which procaddur=, 't broks Zfown. When the three m were

hovering over the =ractor in an atiempt to find out the trouble, the incident of the previous
evening was appa.rﬂntl;{ recalled just hriefly,whereunnn getrich exclained bnmething abuut.

that he had seen the same thing, before the other two boys were eble to go into % any de-

. tails. They did not discuss the matter further because they quickly turned to discussing

the mechanical misbehavior of the tractor and to disassemble ##@® a2 portion thereof. Inci-
dentallh*d is located six to eight miles fraom the Tield in question., Anchher

plece of incidentel intelligence, Capt. Yl is long-time employee of the Caterpillar Tractor
Cormany and he knows personally the witter of the Alexander Botts stories of Earthworm Tractor
fame in the Saturday Dvening Post. Upson, I believe the nome is, found writing the Alexander
Botts stories so profiteble that he quit his job at Caterpillar Tractor Company, and became

& proressional writer.

ARdom vin had Pindiched with the insnection of the field. we all called upcn Mr. NG
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who lives approximately 3 or 4 miles from the field. On that night of November 20, at
some undetermined time, but definitely prior to 1l o'clock,and most prokably between 10
and 10:30, 4 2s been caning back from town and as he walked into his farmhouse, he

locked up and saw what he took to be a low-flying plane with a row square lights like com-

partment windows. He associated no noise with the sighting. He walked unhurrledly into
the house and called to his wife tTo ask whether she -=masissdsspimasbn cared to see a {flying

saucer. They both loocked out the kitchen window (and I did too later) and saw this object

proceding at a vague clip SN is certainly no observer but he has a disarming

L1
honesty about his vagueness);he just didn't know anything other than he had seen some lights,

a low-ilying fss alrcraft, and no noise and he wasn't even sure of directions unti I had |
to identify them for him. As close as we can get, the craft was moving from south to north,
and disappeared {vom-{ s Vi~ in his nortihnrest quadrant., _l., a paragon of
negative curicrsii'.si and a good 20 mizzzas quastlioning ydéelded only a few crumbs, but well-
repeated oiilme cunbs, of Pasic irSc—=tion.

Bidding geod-bye to P - c2ortly thereatter to Wand I proceeded
back to the headaquarters of tas Scuscron and I 'tht*:l"fﬂl}}j;ﬁ-;ilftlzﬂ Captain and Sam to have lunch
with me at the sirnort. Alter Iurch I bid both these gentlemen good-~-bye and reported in to
tll_e ticket desk nmly to find That =y Tlight had been cancelled and that the next one left
sane four hours later., I re-ired tTe the nursery ’cn.ﬁle;z-;p. 1 hage now awakened frﬁm my nap
and this is being dlctated in the nursery of the gréater Peoria airport. t is yet r.;me and
& half hours to flight time. : ' % : :

Suggested solutions: During the entire course of interrogation, two things kept coming
to mind: ©One is that the white light originally descitbed tallied so closely with a lending
light andy Second, that the close cluster of lights likewise tallied with the sighting of
y own about 1950 from the balcony of the Perkins ﬂhsérvatnry. There I had turmed a g-inch
telescope on to the apparition and stu&ied the arrangement of lights quite closely. There
werea some G lights errangad in clusterm formation = that somehow reminded me of o small
Christmas tree making a stately cruise of the sky. This later turned out tc be, aiter a

)

great deal of questioning and a great many no's and denials that anybody lnew anirtthing, turned

out to . be a KC-97 tanker. A tanker of this sort has, I understand, & largs boom light and
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during refueling operations every light on the plane is on full blast. At the close of our
first morning session, before we repaired to the field, I had pointed out this resemblance II

to Cept. MW ond asked whether there were® any tanker runs in the area. Capt.-AR said

hat KC-97's are on the way out, but that there weref two of them based at O'Hare and that !

conceivably they might have come down this vay. JJN ointed cut that he saw no navi-

gation lights and that both this, and the fact that they had seen it stationary for so long,

Nonetheless, whensyiINN:NG T returned to the squadron base after our dnterview witlh
RO been doing some investigating of hiw own and had found that there was a
tenker run called Panda Bear that operated between Indianapolis, Kansas City, DesMoines and

Springiield and that the skaded pcrtion of the run shown on the map lay squarely over

had. been
Macinack. It now remains to determine whether on the night of lovember 20th there/mems indeed

did not Jjibe with the tanker interpretation. \
}

a tanker run in progress.
The case as one might reconstrucs it on a tanker hypothesis follows: +the tanker was

making circular runs of very large rec®us, aa [ ucsed to observe in the Columbus area, near

Lockborne Air Force Base. ol 27 ove seen the boom light, whnich is reported to

'be?large,ﬂ brivht, white liz=s on one of his swings around the field. On his next swing
around, he may have swnga -—cced the tanker on a straight line run nearly parallel to his
line of sight. Frua the staGiNEER stated that he had seen the small light trailing.
This would presumably be the jet on the stem chase, closing in for contact with the boom.
The ﬁrea.king up into seﬁem.l lights could very well arise from the fact that although c:ri‘—
gianlly resolved they were lost in the glare of the white light until the plane came close
apparent
enfugh so S the/ angular separation of the lights was sufficient to allow the lights to
be visible despite tne 3 bright, white light. This would give the eppearance of thazr
suddenly having come into view. The noise could be explained by being the composite noise
of the recipirccating engines of the KC-97 and the noise of the jet motorp. Combined, these
two sounds would make identification with any one type of aircralt a bit diffioult! There
is nothing in the remainder of the flijkt that would run counter to this interoretation other -

than the salient rect that no navigation lights were noted bysijiiswebineliFUIPEN -

ever. assuming tha 0NN hod seen the same plane an hour or so earlier (it was quite
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usual for the Lﬂqkhurnﬂ tanker to circle about for at least an hour) then this can be cleared
up also, becamuce ﬁ“mﬂ. his wife both felt certain, efiter rather insistent recall,
that there had been cblored lights on the plene, on the craft, and m they must have been
red and green, becmuse if they had been anything else they would have noticed it! If we

'
use this highly unspecific intelligence information for all it.l:wnrth, we cen make out a case
for the plane having had nawtigation lights and that either Jm ool S vcrec so
intent on the unusual formation of the rest of the light® that they failed to notice lights
that were normal and which they would not have cansidered at all unusual, or that the
tanker had momentarily flipped out its navigation lights in favor of the nthe; hrigh'f:. lights.
From ny own experlence, I can attest that the tanker lights that I saw were s0 bright and
claimed my attentlon so rmuch that zt present I cannot recﬂ?:}li I also saw navigation
lights. It is my best belief that I dild not. Indeed, 1f I had, I would not have remained
puzzled as long as I did by the apparition. Likewise, the Jet should heave had navigation
lights and these were not reported.

The suggested solution is therefore by no means airtight, but, as a soclution, depends
crucially upen wnether there was a tenker formation in the area at that time on that night.
1f so, then we muat assure that either the navigational lighats were ocul or went unnoticed.

If Tthis proves to have been a tanker, it will serve as an excellent example of how an
unsual but guite =tursl raenomenca can remain 2 UFO for a long while, sometinsee permanently

adequatel)”
un2ass =aesseemsewad  investigated as soon as possible.

That is alllild?




169tk Tactical Fizater Squadrom (3D)
UNITED STATZS AIR FOXCE

2323 S, Adrport Scad
Paaria, Illinods

=P T0
ATTN OF: Intellizencs Sectiom 24 How 1961

SUBJECT:s TUPFO ®sport Cheok List

TO0s Persomnal Comosrned
The following report is submitted in accordance with AFR 200-2; dated 2 Feb 60:

A, Deserintiom of Thes Objeoct(s):
(1) Shape: BRIGH? LICHT, CIRCLILAR

(2) 5ize Compared To Knoun Cbject: NICKEL
(3) Color: YZLLOW & WHITE
(4) Mumbar: ONE, BUT 370X% UP INTO SFVERAL - 12 ORX MOAR

(5) Formationm If More Than Cne: APTZR DZAK-UP, Z0USHLY CICULAR WITH
ON? SMALL LICAT TMILING AT SAMT SPEZD

(6) Any Discernibles Features Or Datalla? THZ LITHT3 FLICKDZED IN Al ODD
SZQUENCE AND THR TPAILING LIGRT EMITTED SPARKS

(7) Tail, Trail, Or Ixhause, Including Sise Of Same Compared To Slze Of
Cbiects SPARKS ONLY FPOM TPAILING LICHT

(8) <owmd, I YMeard, Describe Sounds ¥OT UNLIZE J T SOUND BUT VERX LOJ
PITCHED A)D RUMBLING

(9) Other Pertinent Or Unusual Peatures; WHEN FIRST SIGHTED THE OBJECT
WAS STATIONARY AND MADE 'O SOUND, SOUND STAZTED WHEN O3JRCT BRCXE UP,

3, Daserintiom Of Course Of Cbject(s):
(1) VWhat First Called The Attemtiom
OBSPIWRAS . SSaT AND AZC 7R PLOWING
A PIZTLD AT NIGHT NEAR R HOMR, PRI02 TO ZETUMLNG HOME
\SXZD wimmalll WHAT THE BRISAT OBJYCT S.W., OF THEIR POSITION WAS? williNiAs
THOUGHT IT WAS THR PLANST V°NUS, AS THEY DISCUSSED IT THE OBJRCT BADKR
SUDDRNLY INTO A DOZEN OR MOAR LIGHTS WHICH MOVED A3 A WMNIT FASTWAMRD

r(s) To The Object(s)?

(2) Angle Or Flewation And Azimuth Of Tbject(s) Whem First Chserved:
APPXX 20,000 FP=T AT AN ANCLE (@ A0-60 DR3Z TLIVATION S.W, OF THBIX POSITION

(3) Angle Or Rlevatiom And Azimuth Of Object(3s) Upon Disappearances
20 B2C FLEVATION E,S.B, OF THRIA POSITION
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(4) Discreption Of Flizhkt Path And Maneuvers Of (hject(s)s STMIGHT AND
L37SL AT 7ICH SPERD

(5) How Did The Object(s) Disapcears STMICHT OUT OF VIZIBLE "ANGE

(6) Yow Long Was The Object(s) Visibles FOUR TO FIVE 1{INUTES

Manner Of Chservation:
(1) How Was The (bject(a) OUbserved: NAKED EYR

(2) Statement As to Obtieal Aldss; NONE

(3) If 3izhting Was fade From Am Airorait lote The Following:

a, Type A/C: WA

b. ldentificatiom Number: N/A
ce Altitudes: N/A

d. leadings N/A

0. OSpeed: N/A

e Home Station: N/A

Time And Date Of Sisghting:
(1) Zulu Time/Date GCroup Of Sishting: 2005452

(2) Light Comditioms: CLREAR SXY, BRAHT MOON
Location Of Observer(s): FOUR HILE =, AND ONE MILE S, OF MACKINAW, ILLINOIS

Indentifying Information On Observer(s):
(1) litary - Nane ¥ NS
Grades SSGT
Orranigations 160th T7S
Duty: JET ENGINE MECHANIC
Cstimate Of Asiabilitys VI GOOD

(2) Military - Hame: VilReneuiuiii

Gradey AZC

Orzanizatiom: 169th TFS

Dutys JET FMGINE MECHANIC
Bstimate Of Aeliabilitys:s VXX GOCD

lisather & Winds-Aloft Conditlons At The Time And Flace Of Sizhtings:
(1) Observer(3) Acoount Of Weather Conditiomss CAVD

Any Other Umusual Activity Or Conditiom Meteorolozical, Astromomical Or
Otherwise? LONZ

rfosition Titleos & Coments Of The Preparing Officers AS SON INT COFFICEA I
INTZXIITATD DOTH CBSERVERS AND THEIR STORIES COINCIDZD AND THEY STATE AMKOTHER
SATMEY I THRE ARSA MADRE THE SAMER OBSEIWATION I FEFL NEITHAERR COF TIESE MEN
naS PASON TO FABRICATE A STORT,




J. Txistenes Of Physical Evidence: HONS

, "’Zﬂ*ﬁéz ﬁlﬂﬁ/g 71
Precaring Offiser's Sigmature;y RONALD L, PILON

Capt, USAF
Alr Tartets Of'ficer
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SPACE RELOW RESERVED FOR COMMUNIOATION CENTER P
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PE MS Ohack | ACCOUNTING | ORIG. OR REFERS TO | CLASSIFICATION
PRECEDENCE Ty a ( ) ! svmmoL | CF REFERENCE
ACTICN Em POOK MULTI | sINGLE | _
. T F
| Al A
INFO
FROM: SPECIAL INBTRUCTIONS
D WPAFB O

"onp AF BaRpmALz aFB 1A RIE B IS
8TH /F WESTOVER AFB mass R JE XD )1 45

) > ;).(//’
j3—72 ~/7¢

REQUEST A CHECK OF ALL REFUELING SQUADRONS' WEEKLY OPERATIONAL

UNCLASSIFIED TD-E

RECCRDS TO DETERMINE POSSIBLE USE OF PANDA BZAR SECTOR AT 05452
ON 21 NOV 61. SEND FINAL REPORT TO HQ FTD ATTN TD-E MAJCOR FRIEND

£S SOUN AS POSEIBLE,

DATE T -
s
13 £ x/f
MONTH YEAR
_ DEC | 1961
SYMBOL | SIGNATWURE
L -227E ; "7)'9 : /7

d) NAME AND TITL

EDWAKD H., WYNN
Colonel, USAF
Dep/Technologies & Subsystems

ﬁrlnuon’W
Major Rbbésc . Friend -
e gl [EE

SECURITY CLAGSIFICATION

TMm--2E

am>mrma

UNCLASSIFIED

DD FORM 173 REPLACES DD FORM 173, 1 OCT 49, WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED
I MAY 55
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A REPORT OF THE VISIT TO PEORIA ILLINOIS ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 10, 1961

L

To Check into the UFO sighting of November 20, 1961,
in question

The sighting/was reported kimcemgi to the Aerial Phenomenon Division by Capt. Ronald
L. Pilon, Intelligence Officer of the 169th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 2323 Airport Road,
Peogria, Illinois. To check into the facts of 'l;his case in accordance with ocur policy to
have such facts by direct interview as soon as possible after the sighting, I vislted Peoria
Illinois on Sunday, December 10, 1961, arriving Peoria at 8:30 AM. I was met by Capt. Pilon,
who had arranged a meeting at 10:00 AM in his ﬂfficeifall the principals, Prior to the
meeting, we discussed the points of this case as they had been reported to him. These were
cssentially the sane as those reperted by him through official chahnels.

A sumery of the details obtaired by direct questioning of (1) Mr, “(.&fm{.giﬁ::
Machanic attached to the Fighter Scusdron), (?M_

(also atteched to the squadron) ard (%) Mr.« NS i 2rmer in the area who, with his

wife, claimed has seen “he same thi=z indevendentlyl. Mr Syl vos unzble to care to

the general meeting so we sought him cut after the meeting and after oGl
sitce

d“:mfi 1 visited ths xixhk T the sichting, some 20 miles from the place of our

neeting).
The princioa. wikhkm witmesses ?ETEME a recently
married,young man -w‘:r:-se fﬁt‘::&i- cvhs e a 900 dcre farm in Mad&inac®, Tllinois. HEXF¥HHA The
_father is retired and young YR : .nning it - yvery much the prosperous young Tarmer.
The farm 'build.ings; vere® in fine condition and sported r;:ane of the i'aﬁmieat silos 1 have ever
seen. In the midst of this prosperity, thg: 169th Tactical Fighter Squadron, an Illinois
Air National Cuard Outfit apparently, was activated in the recent crisis, necessitating
leaving a2 lot of farm work undone. In an ettempt to meet his own crisis, Appenzeller is
trying to do guite s a bit of the farm work at night. Thw apparently have
& very fine swmer :.cn:e in Yorthern Wiscansin ,,,.,,1 nad invited on *"_}J-’.‘.E‘Gi!’:ﬂ* CO
visit f.hem. Because ol t-hi; Gbligatinn,_ras elso helping with the famm work,
although he has no conmnection with it. He is a printer by trade, age 25. On the night of

llovember 20th, we find these genblemen plowing this field from 6:00 PM with the intention of




F . - . « P e

ready for spring planting. Two tractors were en@lﬂyed” wvas in the le ad tractor

J withelll R following a safe distance behind. It had started out m:erca.st 5 butfgbm‘bi
3 9:30 or 10:00 the clouds cleared away and the moonlight was then sufficient ti?their plowing
by. The tractors had lights nonetheless, One starts plowing & fleld apparently by starting
in one end and going around in ever decreasing ''circles” untlil you end at the nﬂddlé. They
were well in\:crﬂirard. the center of the field wher“ ir\the lead, noticed a bright
1lizht in the southwest. I.tﬂﬂk pictures la.tex; of the areg of the sky and the telephone
poles used as marker sighters from the approximate pﬂsition the tractors had gt the time of
| the sightingesedSiNNNE 0Ll cving behind G ey - GHNINEENS -tcp his tractor and
_puu.ed up alongside. This operation teking, apparently, less than & mimite. With

tractor engines stlll gﬂing_ shouted over to GNP c2\ling his attention to

the bright light, dENSERhag pulled over to the left ofgiii® vhich caused him to

have to loock over his shoulder to see the light. Both agreed that the light was stationary,

exceedingly bright and white. G looked and turned around and called back to say that

oA
that was undoubtedly Venus. - told me thak ever since a child he had had an interest

in astronomy and on hiking trips waking up early in the morning he would see Venus in the-sky.

COOOEREGEOH00w A 0GB  /nd 6o He was quite su¥e (#7illing to bel money) that this was

Venmas. At this 2o it they shat down the tractcers and 1lit a cigarette. They are not absolutely

~ certedn they 1it =« ~igarette at this time but they Tound themselves with z cigarettes after

-

the signting was cver, so presumadbly lighted them just about that time.‘ha:l Jast
looked again at thde white 1light, turned back toJiiiNlNs snd in o short instent looked
back 'I:.m-m:a;'d. The light. In that short interval the light had broken up into numerous (8 te

a2 dozen, they couldn't agree) other white lights, clustering about the main white light.
THese lights faded in and out with no apparent periodiciky or pattern. They did not ever go
completely out but while one dimmed and brightened t‘ﬂre_*e or four times anm_:her one might have
dirmed only once.- The lights were clustered close together and.— indiqated that in
the spaces between the lights there would have been cnly enocugh room to fit at most cona cther
lignt., -This cluster of lights then moved from an elevation of about 35° and asmuth 230‘! in

essentially a straight line to an elevation of about 20° almost directly in the ecast.




