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Lt. Col, Williem J. Lookadoo

Public Information Division

Office of Information

Department of the Air lforce
aington 25, D.C.

31T

Recently I seant you 2 letter requestingassistance in identifying
ean object in our evening sky. Since then we have succeeded in
dentifying it as the planet Venus. Its brightneas and the rap-
idity with which it crossed the sky, 2long with the presence of
cen orange glow and other weilrd l1mpressions seen througn bin-
oculars, gave us the impression that it was an azircraft of

some sort travelling on the fringes of space. Hecently, hovever,
she moon has been in tnat portion ol tne sy and 1ts position

in relation to the object convinces us that the object is nucl
further back than the moon. 3ince the plsaet Venus iz rep
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sisible in the evering sKy,
the object must bes it,
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Brooklym 25, llew lork
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National Space Administration

ducation Department

Perhaps you can c¢lear up a nystery of something in the sky which has b
puszling us, UWe noticed it far the firat time aboub a wesk azo, but it

prebably ha2s been up longer, At first we thought it was a star but within
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an nour it had passed beyond the horizon, OSince it a2lways appears in the
s:me place at the same time, and follows the same course, we thought it
rizat be a satellite, tut a c:heck of the lNew York Times showed that the only
satellite visible was Echo I, at 8:05 P,M, E.5.T. "his object appears over
Braokl i from approximatley 6:L5 to 7:L5 E.S5,T., or longer. A check with
the “zyden Planetariunm discounted the possiblity of this objeet being a star
or planel, A satellite would not taikke an hour to cross the sky, The
sugzested the object might be either an aircraft or a :::aub'** ballocon, tut
gince it always followed the aame conrse, they said it probably was not a

‘ wﬂ.::':?:" balloon, but sore sort of alrcraft. A check with the Adr lational
Cra=d at Floyd Bennett -"‘El:l, when we again saw tna object on Friday, could

sha4d no 11r._t. on the :*3 e Thay didn't kmow or seen to care i ’c-‘.*tnn
cr2e 'nr.: '.-r:'-_‘“‘n Idlﬂ.ﬂ .‘*“nc-*" t, who suggested I call the F,A, ﬁ which I did,
The 7.} didn'- L::‘.:'ni. I am wri ting the letter far Lw, sake of identifying
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Tee following is, to ‘:“.=: best of my knowledge, a description of the obj=cth:
1% can be seen by the naked eye and gives t‘h, iroression of h?lrg large
gtar, Upon e:mrinﬂ*:‘.:ﬁ witn a pair of binoemlars it :r,::-:a:.s to bn nin
rr"nd (perhaps winzs of an aireraft?) and has an orange zlow (jet fumes,
reflected sunlight, or the possibility of it travelling on the outskirt

of tna ﬂL-ﬂU-ﬁ'lr-,_.L e'?"l

W ® ]

act on the map is as follows: Assuming that Flatbush

Avenue runs Yorth and South, and that Frospect Park is due Wiest, this object
- - 4 9 ~ .
can be seen due West at about 60%or 70" above the horizn t"-"wn']...“p in a

glightly -orthern direction before it disappears beyond the distant buildings
(sea ==25,)

e bta_lzve 11 probadb .a._, is som alr force craft but since it always aopears
at the s=me time and always follows the same course, we thaught it right be
something in orbit., Anyway, we thought you might be ghle to explain this
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Pe2e NOW that 1T 2 astern Daylight Savings Time 10 appears an hour later,




— i - —

;| | § [ |
- - _-r‘ .-.
i | = W & e 1 i | b b
L i
4
y 1
| | | - 1 \ - - - L
Y - | '
| | | . " u - |
A0 . I ) i = -l i - s P
i ‘ I
¥ g % Y T a o - e Ragd : . L5 ’
: ~1 I ! ¥ ' 4 0 & - H - L - 0 ity il - - = .
N ¥ i
w o P s L} F 1 3 : | | :
| ; - : J ) ' . « ) B
. 1 :
- . - | | | |
i 7 j ¢ LI ! A . | l
o §iF L] 2 1 = R @ - e # 5 M " A =" il
P & ' . . J i ,
W
v . . Sl it ) o)
. r -
A o sl T3 A i <y
o
-
&
I " “I‘
ol i b e | ..




# %
W
F

ndng an unidaptif
fi-] L L‘Fic-ﬂ

I have inclosed the
ALYz unicdentifi od
rormaticn vo

e L - ‘\.‘-: - [
--""'J"req wilt 'y ﬁ,‘.'jnd 1

Nara

losed i3 tha

basad cn tas

AT -~ 3
“}qﬂ i nt Lepartment of [ afanga

pe tods ratardial

T oy
lneclosures

T, B b ! ry : L
.L--\._'i'_- - J .l_-l-—f.. { ']lr !'_: &
e
1O m™ i .
< 01 =14 ¥ Sy g™
.l
s 1 %2 &ad™ 1S | - = 4 i -
i i n 'IJ-_ ¥l - “1 - -'llra:’li.*.u-i"d -“F‘l
ad relnd - ) +
e L -d-.t-:. "1.31 - ¥ L = ] .T-

= e I"H % w
.i:‘:'l--"'-LI-F'-iad. lf'n-“.‘—'l—r:f

rsen Alr Fores Fasa

i
.-

L]

e

L

W @

investizaticns conductagd

Ll - 1

- Ty
‘-"-F-i-*- *!—J'
WTITTAN .1 T ard.tn &

LY = ST 11- i HELVFLY
[ rre

a1 = ] y
e WOLL f11ﬂ'+t., "--'-1"1‘-.?

da

"I"I"_n_.||| " Ii":"

-
]
.--4- il o el wed gy s B i,

i

LT

i S ———

L] et F . i a
Maoliec Informatin 1ivrision

a e o— -

e T Ta—

r— .

-



