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support t o President Kennedy during the final hours. The 

principal claims of those organizations are that uniden~ified 

flying objects are interplanetary space craft and that tho Air 

Force is withholding tho information . 

The most active and influential of these organizations is 

the National Investigation Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) . 

This organization is headed by !1ajor Donald E. Keyhoe , u.s . 
Marine Corps (Ret) . 

NICAP, through its publication the "UFO Inveotigator , " has 

made constant appeals to its members to write to their congress

man requesting a hearing to investigate the Air Force's handling 

of the UFO program. It is our opinion that this appeal prompted 

Mr . Speights • letter to you . 

M1~ . Speights, a youth of about 19 , has written to us on two 

previous occasions and has received an answer to each of his two 

letters . From comparison of the language in his previous lettors 

with that in the letter to you it is obvious that Mr . Speights has 

bad assistance with tl1e majority of the information contained in 

this most recent letter . It is probable that he copied it from 

some NICAP publication . 

Following are some observations regarding statements in 

Mr . Speights' letter . 

The Air Force has no record of the number of attempts which 

navo been made by our pilots to intercept UFO's; however , such 

action is not unusual nor does it prove that these objects/phe-

• 



-3-

nomenn a1·e anything other than as claimed by the Air Force. The 

Air Force attempts to intercept any object which is unidentified 

and bas prescribed performance parameters. 

In rnany instances the pilot , upon 1·atu1·ning to the ground , 

realizes that he has been attempting to close on some common 

object such as a planet . The Ryan case which occurred in the 

state of New York on 8 April 1956 was due to the misidentification 

of the planet Venus . Our records reveal that Captain Ryan was 

not directed by the Air Force to investigate the object and that, 

accordin~ to his own statement, he did not deviate from course 

lor this or any other purpose . The fact that Captain ltyan arrived 

at Schenectady , his destination, on schedule tends to substautinte 

the claim that he did not deviate from course . 

Scientists and engineers, though expert in their own field, 

can temporarily misidentify somo object or l>henomena thus report

ing it as an unidentified flying object . It is, in fact, possible 

for a scientist to be fooled by an occurrence closely associated 

with his specialized field as evidenced by the experience of Dr. 

Donald H. Menzel of Harvard , a notod astronomer . Dr . Uonzol was 

fooled for a timo by the refracted image of the star Sirius. This 

experience is related in Chapter IV , page 60 of his forthcoming 

book , THE lfORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS . published by Doubleday . 

There are sightings in the Air l•'orce files which indicnte ball 

lightning or some similar electromagnetic phenomena as tho probable 

causa. Due to the infrequent occurrence and the transient nature 
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of ball lightning, it is impossible to have good docuruontod reports 

on this pbonomena . In most of these cases , witnesses have reportod 

interference with vohicle ignition , lights , radio , etc . Such inter

ference , if actually occurring, could be due to tho presence of the 

lightning or to the fact that the witlless in his excitement may 

accidentally stall the car . Because ball lightni11g usually occurs 

immediately following a severe thunder storm , such factors as wet 

ignition , at~o~pheric static , etc ., may be the cause for tile reported 

trouble . 

The Air Force has taken geiger counter readings immediately 

after sightings but has yet to find any readings which vary sig

nificantly from tl1e normal background of tho area tosted . 

Radar sightings aro often supported by visual sightings because 

the same atmospheric conditions which produce visual anomalies may 

also effect radar . 

It is Air Force policy to provide news media with information 

regarding UFO sightings which roach national p1•ominence and to 

provide information to individuals in response to their specific 

requests . Further , the next edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica 

will carry an article on unidentified flying objects . This nrticle , 

approved by the Air Forco, was prepared by Dr . J . Allen Hyuok , 

Chairman of the Department of Astronomy as Northwestern University , 

who bas served as Air Force consultant to the UFO program since 

1948 . 

In order that the public be provided with as much information 

as possible , overy effort is made to keep UFO sightings unclassified • 
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Supporting information indicates tbe classification of a sighting 

and not the sighting itself . Since 1959 , 184 cases of 2167 are 

classified and only 4 of the 53 unidentified cases for this period 

are classified . 

The number of foreign reports that have come to our attention 

do not differ measurably from those originating in the u. s . neither 

in the presentation of the data nor in the determined probable 

cause . 

The Air Force has no knowledge of a 1948 document by ATIC 

which states that UFO's nre interplanetary space ships. One of 

the original documents establishing the project states that an 

objective would be to determine if any evidence from sightings 

suggests that UFO's are of interplanetary origin . It is possible 

that the meaning of this document w~s misinterpreted . The Air 

Force's open minded attitude still persists , and investigators 

and analysts have no preconceived notion as to the cause for a 

sicbting but rather form their conclusions from tho evidence . 

To date no evidence bas been found to lead us to even suspect that 

these objects are interplanetary space ships. 

Unidentified aerial phenooena constitute only a part of 

the noise which our defense detection systems must take into account 

in preventing accidental war . Scientific studies too extens i ve 

to bo discussed bore, are being conducted to determine the extent 

and nature of this noise for integration into our defensive net

work • 
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It is hoped that this information answers all of your 

questions regarding the Air Force's Unidentified Aerial Phe

nomena Program. We stand ready to give you any further coopera

tion which you deem necessary • 
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Request for UFO Information(John P. Speights) 1 August 1963 

Hq USAF SAF-01 3b (Mrs . Wells) 
Wash 25 DC 

1 . Reference the attached letter from Pvt John P . Speights 
requesting information on unidentified flying objects . 
This letter is forwarded to your office for whatever action 
you deem necessary . 

2 . The unidentified flying objects in the photographs 
taken at Salem , Massachusetts on July 16 , 1952 have been 
evaluntod as ligh't reflections on the window through which 
tho photos were taken . 

FOR THE COMMANDER 

.jc Ro!)(::/'(' \ j f'-- i e.Y\J > \ A ~'"j & J 

ERIC T. de JONCKHBERE 
Colonel , USAF 
Deputy for Technology and Subsystems 

1 Atch 
Ltr fm Pvt J . P . 
Speights , dtd 
8 Jul 63 . 
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Unidentified Flying Objecte 

Hq USAF SAF-01 3b {Mrs . Wells) 
Vlnsh 25 DC 

22 July 1963 

1 . Congressman Carl Vinson requested information from 1hc 
USAF regarding the Unidentified Flying Objects program. 
Attached is a copy of the proposed reply to Congressman 
Vinson which we forwarded to AFNIN for passing to SAFLL. 

2 . Yr . Vinson ' s letter was prompted by an appeal for a 
Congressional hearing which was made to him by John Peurifoy 
Speights of 2811 Bedford Avenue , Raleigh , North Carolina . 
Mr . Speights requested information on UFO's from the Air 
Force on two previous occasions and was promptly answered 
each time. 

3 . Apparently Major Keyhoe ' s nppoal to the members of 
NICAP, through the organization bulletin "UFO Investigator , " 
t o write to their Congressman requesting hearings bas at 
least one response . e believe thnt the SAFLL staff should 
be appraised of this and previous attempts by .ajor Koyhoe 
t o d iscredit the USAF and bring about Congressional hear
ings on the UFO program. 

FOR TliE COMMANDER 

ERIC T. de JONCKJIEBRE 
Colonel , USAF 
Deputy for Technology and Subsystems 

1 Atch 
Cy ltr fm FTD(TDG) to 
AFNIN( ~;col Dessert) 
dtd 18 ~ . 1. 63 , Subj : 
UFO , w/atch 3 only . 
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Unidentified Flying Objects 

AFSC (SCFA) 
Andrews AFB , ltd. 

22 July 1963 

1 . Attached is a copy of our proposed response to a request 
f or information on tho USAF Unidentified Flying Objects pro
gram from Co11gressman Carl Vinson . This proposed reply was 
sent to AFNIN for forwarding to SAFLL. 

2 . Partly due to the ef.forts of private UFO organizations 
there have been two briefings on tho UFO program for Con
grossionnl sub-committees. One was held in the summer of 
1958; the other , during the week of 10 July 1960. A hear
ing was averted during tho summer of 1961 when we briefed 
Ur . Richard P. Hines of the House Space nod Astronautics 
Committee during his visit to FTD. Mr . Hines was gathering 
background information for Congressman Joseph Karth a mom
bar of tho committee . As a result of Mr . Hines• report, Con
gressman Karth recommended there be no hearings. A copy of 
Mr . Karth ' s letter to Uajor Keyhoe of the National Investi 
gations Committee on Aerial Phenomena , a private UFO organi
zation , stating the Congressman ' s t>osition regardi11g a 
hearing is attached . 

3 . Also attached is a copy of an article which will appear 
in the next edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica . The 
article was written by the consultant of the UFO program , 
Dr . J . Allen Uynek of Northwestern University , and approved 
by tho Air Force. Dr . Hynek has been consultant to the UFO 
program since 1948 . We have suggested that a copy of this 
article accompany tho letter to Congressman Vinson . 

FOR THE COMMANDER 
') / . J :'] /(,, /. / .2 '1 .,t.J:J « 

ERIC T. de JONCKHEERE 
Colonel , USAF 
Deputy for Technology and Subsystems 

J i\tch 
1 . Cy proposed reply ~ 
Congressman Carl Vinso1 • 
2 . Cy ltr Rop Karth to 
Maj Koyhoe , 28 Aug 61 . 
3. Cy oxerpt fm next ed 
Encyclopaedia Britannica . 
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Joseph E. Karth 
4th District, Minnesota CONJRESS OF T TE U.NITED STATES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Washington, D. C. 

Com::ni ttce on 
Science a nd Astronautics 

Y.:ljor Donald E . Keyhoe 
U. S. M.C. ( Ret . ) 
Director, NICAP 
1526 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 
hlash:ington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

August 28, 1961 
c 

0 
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I have r ead id th interest the copy of yo •. .: letter to Chai rman 
Overton Brooks including suggested "hea ring plans. " 

Perhaps I have been misled in this whole bus i ness of UFO_ 
However, it vre.s my belief tha t you, your organization a nd ot he r s like 
it, a ctually had proof that UFO' s did in fact exist a nd t f1.at you i iOuld 
be prepared to prove this during the course of the hea ring. And furthe r 
that UFO ' s vrere not merely the r esult of space or atmospheric phenomena, 
but actually wer e craft (of sorts) from other pl anets. 

I "'·Tas sadly disappointed as I r ead your proposed plan, suggest ions 
and Viewpoints . I ca.nnot help but feel after so r eading, that your 
primary if not sole objective, is to ' be- little' , ' def ame ' , ' ridicule ' 
(1-r.i.th the least possibl e publicity, you say) and ther eby cause the u.s. 
Air For ce embarrassment nnl ess they ba re to you and others, all informa
tion you seek, i ncl uding such i nformat i on that Ill3.Y lvell involve our 
Na tion 1 s securi t;y. I too am opposed to unnecessary secrecy. Hoivever, 
unnecessary or um;rarranted secrecy is nothing more than a tn3.tter of 
opinion. And so even though you and I are opposed to such, vre may well 
disagree on extent and content. As a former mill tary officer, you i n 
your judgment and knm.rlng all the facts, in all probe.bili ty i·rl thheld 
from the public, kno1·rl edge I "'·Tould not have considered " secret. 11 I re
peat - I have opposed and 1.r.ill continue to oppose unv.>arranted secrecy. 
At the same time I will not support a pr opositi on smelling of sour 
grapes in disguise. 

Your l etter to Chairman Brooks (including your proposed pJan) 
concerned i tself almost totally, in rrzy opinion, with evident dislike 
and rr.allcious intent tomrd a great branch of the mill te.ry. In fact 
i t sounded t o me like nothing more th3.n cheap serVice rivalry. i.'lmr I 
hasten to add that I could be "'·rrong, but I have r ead many plans and 
pr oposa l s in my day and must say I recognize a 1i ttle prejudice and/or 
dislike 1-1hen I see 1 t . If you are not :ln a posi tion to "ms.ke a good 
case" that UFO' s are some kind of for eign craft, I ' m not even intereste d 
in holding hearings. T'!lis I thought to be your purpose . Cer~inly I'm 
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not inter est ed in listening to headline making accusations (prompted 
it seems by past gripes) in open debate between you and the Air Force. 

It i.S.s my every intention to have the Air Force and organiza.tions 
of good r epute, testify on different days so as to get all t he facts . 
This i s the custom and the protocol of Congressi onal hearings . And I 
might say - I ' m not 'rorried about public alar!ll - I'm much more concerned 
about grandstand acts of a rabble rousting nature i·rhere accusations ms.y 
be ms.de THAT COULDN' BE ANSv7ERED BY ANYONE - the Air Force or NICAP. 
It' s apr opos to point out that under your plan you would.n 1 t be ansi·rering 
many questions if any - you 1 d just be asking them. Anyone can nake 
someone else look bad under these conditions , and I am not a captive of -- - -the Air Force, I assure you. 

As I have said, I suffered extreme disappointment as I read your 
plan. Tall: about secrecy! I n paragraph A of your letter to Chairrn.an 
Brooks you propose "the Air Force r epresentatives will be directed by 
the subcommittee to answer all of NICAP officials ' questions in regard 
to specific UFO sighting, r eports and to all phases of the Air Force 
investi gation . " 

Hm·rever, in paragraph B of the same letter you propose 11 
••• and 

the NICAP representatives vrill ansi·Ter full, except f or r evealing names 
and certain details of a fe \·T r eports gi ven to NICAP confidenti a lly ." 
(Emphasi s added) . ~fuat kind of honesty, forthrightness andfairness 
is tl~t? You demand that a military service of this nation is to 
divulge everything to you, BUT YOU IN TURN cannot give 11 certain details" 
because it is confidential (secret)~ Oh, yes , I have also read 
paragraph C of your proposals ("It is also agr eed that the Air Force 
may Withhold names similarly, where witne sses insisted on this, and 
also, such minor items as classified radar techniques, aircraft speeds 
and other relatively unimportant points not bearing on this main ques-
t ions at i ssue . ) (Emphasis added) . ------

Personally I don~t feel I need to elaborate on the generosity 
equivocat ed by your language in paragraph C. Hovrever, no one interested 
in justice could refrain completeljr. First of all , i·That Witness honestly 
interested in the security of his r~tion, is going to insist to the Air 
Force he rerrain anonymous? (Or to your organization for that matt er) . 
Secondly, you generously grant the Air Force the priVilege of ifl. thholding 
"relatively unimportant points not hearing on the r.JB.in questions at 
i ssue . " Ve-::-.:1 generous, indeed. If you have infor.:i"'~-tiou w!l'; ch the 
Air Force is keeping secret, but does not i nvolve national security, I 
suggest you release it to the nei,Tspapers . They 'll love it . 

Honestly and sincerely, I ~Ake this confession;before I ~~d 
r eceived copi es of your letter (and tenus) to Chai rman Broo!cs, I i.S.S 
vitally concerned and interest ed in what positive and factual i nforma
tion you had on UFO ' s and the assistance you might give to the Committee . 
You dispelled any hopes I had relative thereto i n the language heretofore 
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cited. I also coulc. not overlook. your ..ua.ngu.a.c;e on. po.ge three : 11 The 
chief concern of NJCAP Board rr.•::r:tbe:rs and of'i.''i.c-:.:;. '. n i ~·. tae increasing 
secrecy dangers - !JO'l', at thi. s t .:ime, fine.l <:: en::: ····.to;: .. .l; al>out the 
UFO 1 s . Undoubtedl:r, I ba ve br::e :::t ·:.u stnfo:cror::c. r)r.r 1.:..1r:: :;:•.U:'PO !~,.~ of 
NICAP. I was erronously led to believe ~rOlL :c.: rJ :f•.?.c t.I.IEJ.l evidence 
of some kind about UFO's 

If I have anything to say about it, yc.J.:r· ,; .. ~r:m;,, concli tions and 
suggestions will notre acceptt::!d.. 

Ve '1"'\T t !'l.l.- , r ~ 1 ,. " "' " .... J . .... .J " ''- ... .. ,J ;; 

Joseph E , ~Ct:. r !.1·1 

cc : Hon. Overton Brooks, Chai~n 
Hon . John t-1cCormack, Majori t.y Leader 
Subcommittee members 
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UK I CORN- UNIDEN1~IFIED FLYINC' QDJECrr 
the l:lrge upper tusks almost suggest the earliest proboscidcan 
typc~ but the most rcmark:tble peculiarity is found in the molar 
teeth. each oi whtch consists of a closely packed cluster of cyl in
Jrkal columns of circul:l r cross-section. 

'Pcrissodaetyla.-S~e PERISSODACTYLA. 
Artiodncty 1a.- The Artiodactyla may be an ofishoot of some 

iorerunner oi the me~onychid family oi the creodonts, while the 
Pcri~sod:tctyla may be related remotely to the Cretaceous ancestors 
oi the conclyla rths. 

Reccm :c.tudics by :'-Jiss H. S. Pearson on the skull structure 
oi t l~e carlic~t :. rtioctt~;tyb have re\'ea lcd that at a n:ry early 
date the order was already subdi ,·ided into two series, one the 
amastoid series, in which the mastoid region of the periotic bone 
was completely co,·ered by the squamosal and adjacent clements 
(:ts in the suines and their extinct relatives), :t.nd the otlu~r. the 
mastoid scncs. in which the mastoid was well exposed on th..:: outer 
side. as in the Eocene Dichobunidae and all the rumin:mt artio
d3ctrls. Set' abo ARTtOD,\CTYL. 

B IDLIOC:RAI'I! Y .- \V. H. Flower and R. Lydckkcr, .1/ a mm.lls, Livi11r, 
and li.xli11C/ ( IS9 1) ; II. F. Osborn, The A~:c oj .lfammals ( 19 10); 
\\'. 13. Scoll, llistory of the Laud .lfammals i11 thr W.·stun fh·mist>f:t'rc 
(19Ji).; \\' . K. Gregory. Bu/1. Amt'r . .\Ius. ,\'at. /list. (1910); G. G. 
Simp~on, Bz,/1. Amu. Mus .. Vat. /list., vol. 85 ( 19-lb). 

(W. K. G.; X .) 
UNICORN, a f3bulous bca:.l, usually having th..:: head and 

body oi a horse, the hind legs oi an nntelope, the wit of a lion 
(sometimes hor~e·s t3il), somctim.::::. the beard of a goat, and a:. its 
chici icature ,.l long. sharp, twi~ted horn, :::.imilar to the n3rwhal's 
tu~k. ::,et in the middle oi its iorehcad. The earl iest description is 
that of Ctesias, who ~ tales th:\l 1 here were in India white wild 
asses celebr3tcd for their tlectness oi foot,'h:w ing on the iorchcad 
a horn a -cubit and a h::!l i in length, coloured white, red :ind bl::lck; 
irom the horn wen: made drinking cups which were a prevcnllve 
oi poisoning. Aristotle mentions two onr-hornecl aninwb, t!'lc 
oryx. a kind oi ant..::lopc, an.i ' 'the ~o- c:dl..:d Indian J~:.." In Rom:Jn 
times Pliny mentions the oryx, the l ndiar :.:.s. and :1n Indian ox 
as one-horned; Acli;m, quoting Cte~ias. :wd:. that India prodllccs 
abo a one-horned horse and says that tht· .\1 ouo,:.ro~ w::t,. ::c.rre
times called Carca:011011 1 possibly a fo rm nf the .\rahic C.1r:arlwt. 
rhinoceros. 

The mcdie\'31 conception of the unicorn :u posse:.sinf, .TC:tt 
st rl'n~th and fierceness is perhaps due tn the fact that in ,., rta.-:l 
p:t:::.:>:t~es of the Old Tcst::~ment the HebrC'\\' word I< 'em, nc ... l.ran·;
lated in the Revised Version "wild ox,'' was tran:.lat1:d '.11 the 
SeplUagint mouoceros, in the Vulgate zmicomis or rhino~.:rc•:, and 
in the :\uthori;.cd \'ersion ·' unicorn," th(lugn in Deut. x ,xii·. 17 it 
obnou:,ly reiers to a two-horned ::~ninlJI. hi<.orc xii, 2, I:~ ll'lb 
how the unicorn had been knO\\n to wont tl c elephant in c•'lnblt. 

:\s a decoration on drinking cup:., it ~ymbolited the ::~n~i.:r t he
lici in the efficacy of the unicorn 's he r n a~;.in,t pob1)n, I\ n . .-:h in 
En~:Jand remained, C\'en in tht: time of Charh:s 11 , thot.1:J-. :~i r E. 
-\. ,_ I..~.~ .• <i<', ;;-•"ltir.n;;. th:n a cup made oi rhmocero. t111r·l w.1s 
then hanJ.:J v' er to th.: Rov:Jl society for .:xperimt•nt with t h.:: re
sult oi entirely dispro\'ing the sup( rsthion. 

In the court ceremonial of Frar.cc as late as l7S9 inst rumenl5 oi 
"unicorn's" horn were :.till used for testing the royal iood ior . 
pObOn. 

1 n her31drv the unicorn was sor"''etimes used as a d.~ ,·ice ( St c 
• 

HeR.\ LOR\' J, but oitener as a sup1.oncr. and sub:.i~b in mo 1l rn 
times as the lcft-h::~nd support' oi the royal 3rm:.. Thi,.. po,.it.un 
it as:::.umed :n the l'nion, the Scoui:oh royal arm' hadn~ b.-·:n 
supported hy two unicorns. \\'hen the unicvrn became a ~up
porter oi the royal arm~ both of En~land and cutland, a rdy;tl 
rrown "as added on the head of the unicorn, in addition to the 
crown with ch3in and ring ruund its neck, but thi:. crown w~· re
moved 3ttl'r the Hano\'erian succession. In Engl3 nd aitt•r the 
L'nion the unicorn became the left-hand supporter, but in Scot
land. a~ late :t~ ; 7h6, it was still put on the riE!ht. 

UNICO.:l. T PLANT ( Proboscid,·a jussicui), a Xorth 
t\m.:rican pl.tnt oi the fami': :'-Iartyni3ceae, c3llcd ::tlso probo::.
ci~ rlowl'r and de,·il'::.-claw, native :'rom Indi:lna to Xew :\Iexico and 
south\\.trd to :'-Icxico. wlti\':Hcd ior its abundan t ioliage, pecul
iarly :,haped 11owers and oddly iormed iruitin'g pods. It is a 

• 
I 
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• 
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• 
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, coarse, Micky-hairy, hal i -pros
trate ::1nnual, with thick, ro mdcd 
ll'a \·es; large \'iold or Jll rple 
!lower~. I ~ in. long; .wd 'lan~-
ing, hornlikl' , woudy pods. with 
a thick body 3 in. to 4 in. 
!on~. endin~ in a cur\'l:d bc.rk oi 
equal or greater lcngt h. \\'hen 
dry. ,t he heak ~plit s into two 
oppu~t·d lwoklikc or clawlike ap
pt·nd.tl!l''· 

UNIDENTIFIED FLY
ING OBJE CT (UFO), in 
mtlitary parl:tnce, me.trh any 
aerial object that f:.ib to idcntiiy 
it,.eli to . or to be ic.lentitied h\' 

• • 
trained ground or air-horne crew~ 

UNICORN PLAIIT I PROBOSCIDt::A U:-in~ \'isual Or electronic deLCC-
FLOWERS, uon method!>. • incc 1 \)4 7. 011 ing 

FRU IT ING POD AND to a ;,equ~ncc of bi11a ·re circum-
J USSlEUIJ SHOWING 
HORNLIKE 

L EAVES 
::.tanre:.. t.: FO ha~ bec< •me an om

nibus t..:rm connoting any object or optic:~! phcnomenJn. u~ually 
aerial. that the ob~en·cr cannot readily explain. \Jf-'0 ircquently 
is used interchanr.:c3bly with "flying sauc.:r," a term coiued in 1947 
as a result oi the reported sightin;; l1y 3 civili:'tn pilot, Kenneth 
Arnold. oi a scri6 oi disk-like objeltS over the mounl::l n rid!!es rn 
thl· \'ilinity oi .\It. R3inier, \\'a~hington. :\~ a rc:.ult v · the 11 tde 
publiuty ,iven to this ~ighting, there iollowed a wa\'C of reports 
oi unidentified objects by observer~ in various part:. of the t.: .S., 
as well ::ts in other countries. 

Fir:.L regarded by many 3S a bizarre, peculiarly Ameri1.an p;,y
chulo).!ic a I phenomenon that would quickly fade a w:t y, 1 h~ t.: FO 
in:.tc~d show..::cl an ama;.inr; tenacity O\'er more than a dozen year:,. 
and the li. ·_air iurct wa!\ ofticially ch:trgeJ with inve,;ti:;;.~tin!.( the 
r~por , 1:'t·~r •ev•:ral reports were 11ade to the ::1ir for(e in one 
dar. anc rcpnr'~ ··;1 •: a'sr) f:11'11 fnnce. Cre~ll Brit3in ,,nd other 
cotmtric:; J n1a ··I, .11 ;Ctlll :~: take71 oi the smaller :~rca •Ji s Jme 
o:' the co..:r.l ·i. :- : .. n . f!"f' ,,, r p.:r·:entJge oi cloudy weather tlle)' 

. . . ' 'I d " . cxpen.:n•:e t ·. ·If 11 1.• 'l··cr ~..:parr; m1 e per ay o!tcn were 
f I 1 l' <; more rcq ,,..,,, ' 11: .-ar 11 .11e .... 

The l i i I J :l.r •.1 1 r :• , r.:g:Jrcl·d 3S somethin~ that c:1mc into 
bern~ i11 ' 1 •I' l •;, ;• c . 1 he phl'nomcnon bu r~t -;uddenly upon 
th.: publi• ;.,,.. •. , , I!''·· 1 '1 <l .H yt·nr. History i:. iull oi rcicn·nces 
to stra lf •• ;'it., 11: ;':y in ancient 3nd m..::dic\'al L'ltcs a 
comet II' ·' .. :. r: '• ,c t·~rrl.'y .nt: sight. as was an aurorJ and 
it \':uu.d h t··, H j, , t :.ay wltcther the p;.,ttern oi :.i..:t.tin~s in 
those c,a,·: • a· :I • · .. :r the: .?t)th century. Cert::tmly. in =-••Ill<: 
respl·C , i. '"'- 1 ' ' lu .:n d1iie··ent. There were no "sky-h•Jok'' 
re,cardl l•: .Jr.1 r Llll :·r ,· lYi·C~ of aircrait or rc-cnterin..! tnb.•i,.;s 
ur nrt iC 1 • • :1 r ~;. !• ·,,n;cl, tnough describt>cl in term~ rcco..;-
nizabl.! 1 11• 1 1 1 J c·n a·.:;:arJ•;.l as true \'l"lt,Jtion. 

It i: c·.,, , 1 , i c : tl "'t th•:r.- were many L' FO':. in tho~e Lime,, 
many :; 1 r . • 1 .1' 1 e ·.i~1ur.~ s in the ;.ky; but since commur.i-
c::lti,•n ,,; ; 1 u._~ r-~· urd-kecpin~ 31mo't noncxi;;tent. :mch 
:::.i,:.htir,~s bl•cau~e part oi the underbru,;h oi local folklore and old 
wi\'cs' t ale~ Certninly, in times when people hl'lie\'ed th:\l a 
womatr could give birth to dogs and pigs, th::1t witches could le' iwtc 
and l~y about, ;.~nd when .credulity ran high. it wuuld he not at all 
surpr:,.m..: to Jim! ::1 :-imi!urly uncritical attitude tow.trd ordinary
and tllday well-,moer<.tood-aeri.,J 1.henomena. 

hqmrt.., ~ithr th..: birth of the ''modern" CFO in 104i t:cnt'r.111y 
occurred in w::~,·e~. but on the a,·crJ!.(C, during the (ll'riod oi the 
l'.S. air iorcc study. they numbered more than one a d.ty. li 
consideratiun i~ t:lkcn of the iact that many reported ~i..:ht in..:
w.:re not madl· through offtcial cnanncb, hut w nt·w~paper, and 
to civilian :.:roup~ interested in the phenomena. the rate oi ull't:r
\'ations may h:l\'e he..:n as hi~h a~ two or thn:c ::1 day in the l' . .'. 
over a period oi a dolcn y~::~r:.. France, lt3ly. En;:Jand and :1 

number of Latin .-\mcric3n countries also experienced minor \\,We:. 
oi LTO reports. 

The ,tc::tdy stream oi sightin~rs bec3mc ::1 cau~c ior concern to 
the air iorce, and detailed investig3tions were made to dbco,·cr 
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Y<·ior X umber 

I 
\'l•nr Xuml cr 

: Q.;; :9 1'l55 40, 
liJ : ~ t j J !fl56 i ; jo( 
1 ' • 11 1M 11)~ j 1 t l;' 
1 ".'0 l~Q 1 \ISS ;\fit I 
!·)~ 1 1! 1 1~>9 ,\tJ • 
lfl~2 • 1 ',0 1 tl/c.o .Sl~ 
1fJfi.\ 415 19() 1 . 4'S 
IY~'I • '!) T.,t.tl I •• ; ' lt,tl 

. . . 
·t; .::. :ur force rcpurtcd si~htin~, durin~> the 1~ )'<·~r rcri~d of the otT•dol ~····h·. 

re:~>ur.s iM ~uch report::.. Th,· ~1b.kcli,·c:; wen: tc• r..~tPr!t:ine 1 , ) 
wh.:thcr lht: reponed CFO's con,;tituted a thre:n: ~2 wht:.ho.:r tht 
phenomrn:~ had :my intrin:.ic scientific \':,lu..:; and ( .3 \ wh:, ['I JJ.: 

l'FO's mi;.:ht pby as a i:~cto r in the sky surnillan"..: p1·J~ 1 . J",, 

ll \\'3" concluded aitcr the m:~ny ye:Jrs oi imcstt~:ltion Jl·w ) 1 

the ph..:nurnt.:na horc no hostile pu rport ;nd did not con•! it..k a 
~ecu rity threat ; ( 2) tlh:re \\':JS no compelling rc:~~on to bdtf -.·.: • '1:.t 
1he .tm::J t m:~jorily oi si~:htin~:> aro5e irom :~ nythin ·~ u1ht·1 lh:.n 
mi~ido.:ntitication oi n :~t ural objens :~nd ph1;nomen:~, and •l· ... tllc 
renl cau~c oi these si~htings gcncr:~lly hy in the conditiwts un<~cr 
which an object or phenomenon \\'JS s<!en; and ( 31 the (•,r1• nut:d 
e\'otluation ui l'FO n!ports is oi scicnlili,~ value. e:.pcci::.IJ~· 111 n:b
tion to the milit:try sky sun·eillancc pnlblem. 

It wa:. e~tnbli:-.hcd that many :;i~hlin;s arose irom :>tWII l slar
tlin~ natur::li objects for the nr:.t time; ,q., ,-cry b ri t:hl. nHI•!•>rs, 
hi;:rh-altituc..h.: scientir-tc balloons (which cln :.ttain hi:.:h '.< lol'ity 
when c:~u~ht in the jet str~am) and c·!-pc.:ially di:.L:Jnt 1 ~;·r:-trial 

:· ~!~: : ;~; !'~j~:ts st:cn under surh unu:;ual mercorolo,.. . .::-1 CCI'1di 
t:vn:. .t:. thu:.c tr.at produu. mirages. which can dbtort, d •).1l:;.cc 
and anim:u.: objects detected ' bual!y or by radar. Such r~d, oro
lo!iic.11 conditions. some thoroughly understood ( mir:.tf!cs 1 :md 
:;orne poorly t.ndcrstood (ball lightning ), can easily cause e,·en 
:1n exp..:ricnccd ob:;er\'cr to ascribe what be sees to a tangib:c, 
nc:uhy ~eli-propelled object. 

Jndt.:ed. it i:. nut a t :1!1 surprisin~. \'.'ith so many more p~oplc 
turnin:{ their attention skyward. that many ( includ .nt: the :cicn
tincally t~:1inc.d 1 arc coni ron ted with an aerial phenomenon they 
cnnnot rc:~dil" cxnlain . . . 

\'inunlly all the reports recci\'ed by the air force were hi;hly 
wbj.:cti\·e. bcking such \'eritication as pictures. rna · . ..:rial i'rag
ments, speCtroscopic analy5is of lights seen or precise technical 
d:na on trajectories, distances, accelerations, etc. As the im·e~ti
g.uion progrcss..:d. it became clear that most r-:!ports could be cor
related with the appearance oi aircrnit, birds, celestial object:., 
balloons. etc., under spcci:JJ condition:., and the number oi uncx
pl:lined cases icll irom :1n early value oi more than 10~ to as 
little :JS 2"~ or .3%. It was readily admitted th:Jt thi;; :.mall re;;i
due-as rcfJart .·d-defied logical cxplnnation. For none of the 
extraordinary "unkn(>Wns," howe\'er, were there scien~i tic data on 
which to ba~c valid, d..:ftnitivc investit;:ltions. 

T he early dit't'1culties in coming to grips with the succes:.ive 
W:J' es o i :-.i~htin r;s. coupled with concern that C FO report~. oitcn 
m:-~dc by pilots, mi::ht constitute a thre:Jt to militar)' security ( :tnd 
~he con:.t:quenl. uniortunate :~i r oi secrecy imi)o:-cd in the carl)' 
year:. o :' L'FO reports). had an electriiying ciiect on the imagina
tion~ and emotions oi a surprisin!!ly lar~e numbcr oi pt.:opk It 
led to :tn inordin:~tc interest in CFO's and a Jo~ic::d. albc.t scicn
tii.cally un:>UfJponed theory oi t;FO's, tmcouraged by the real pos
sibility oi liie elsewhere in the universe. a:. \\Cll a:. by :. :.trun:r, 
oiten uncon~cious. de,.,i re on the plrt oi many people to bdie,·e in 
the probability oi \· i~i to r:. irom outer sp:~ce. 

Thi:; theory oi L'FO's. with its stron~ qunsi-rehdous emotion:~! 
appeal. holds it not only logical to assume that other intcllil!ent 
beings cxbt in the n:Jtural universe, but that superior cxtratcrn.:s
trinl ci,·i:iz:Jtions might visit here periodically. as ii to make peri
odic. chcck, on :1 tribe oi aborigines., The theory is seen to have 
SU!JPOrt throu~;hout hbtory in accounts oi strnnt:e apparition:. in 
the ~ky. suggesting to some th:tt the e:trth could h:t \'C been vi::.itcd 
m:tny times in the past. Some believe such visits became more 
irt:quent as atomic and hydrogen bombs increased extratcrrestri:JI 
concern. 

In the f:tcc oi continued lack of empirical evidence, persistent 

aut·mpt,; tu link LTO n·;>orb \\lth \'i•it.diur•~ ;'rom ·pace.; merit 
:.nrio-p,yc h11IOJ.:i, .tl :-t ndy. 

I t is am,1ly c\·idelll th .• t l r:o·~ .llld "1lyin~ :-:wn .. ," .·xi•t as 
rt jwrts. '1 hi~ h.t, led to t!.c qwp th:n LT()'_, arc :11.y .. ·rh l .>it:ill· 
in~, th.•l rem;tin unt.:xpl:lined lun;: cllllU:.!h for tht• pre;l.lr,t:icm oi 
written r,·port- about them. It i, tLc pr.)hlo.:m 11i the 'eriott- in
vc~tll!ator to J•rOI;c ior ,.timuli that t:l\'c ri~t: to tl.e rl'Jl<Jrts. 

l' .: . air ion:e in\'e~l i:,::u or~ Ion~ rt:cmrn it.t:d that mc,~t ori:rin:1· 
tnr,. CJi CFO report.; :1rc ~incerc. int..:re>to.:J in the \\'l'l;' 1 re and ~e · 
cudty o~· thdr country and hun.,,t!y pualed hy the ~i:.:h:int:,.. they 
repon. Tlwir f rcqucnr. rt.td11l'"'~ to :t>n ihc .1 CFO to cxtr Iter· 
rc•t •... 1 '''urrc:: •.hetr cmol ir>n:J ! :nt:~r 1mt·nt to thi~ e.\;;l.tr.ation :md 
their t·cl•·ct 1rc tn , b: .nt' a..:: C•Uil' the irti.urc ol continuou:. a:1d 
e~:ten,i•:•· ~.1r .. ·.l .1• I ,·~ . i.l clll',~n\'.·rs tt1 produce su(h ~H:ht-
in ~:. i~ >llr1J i:i1 1~ 1!Jt ·LI": • .tnr·~a·,nn.tblc th,,t ~p:Jcccr .• it should 
:mnm.:ncc: 11. - i·d " " 1 '·•'tal oi•>en·er:. wi.ilc cr:!i'tily :J\'Qidin~; 
deLe<. ~ii.'HI y • . ,. . o ~~ .. vc:;. 

:\vndl 'lc · .'. 1 ~ . 1: ··~cC•:! 1 .:·ed th .. t knowlcc!..:e vi th· uni-
vt·r~l' .. 11( Oil . I I j , . •.· 11\11' ull•l<hph..:re ;. ~till irr::Jcriect CFO 
skhtill~s ·'' lr l •. U'h:: •\•lltlnuc. wiil merit scriou~ :.tudv a•1d • 
11'1<1)' h:;tJ l , , I ' ' 1!• '1 l I) 1ly in phy:-.kaJ knowJed;;c bUi in the 
art':! ttl I , , ·· I, . 1 •;i•J •• h well I]. :\ d ) 

UN I::' 1.:·r;. 'l .i.J. U ~'E:EORY ane:l1pb to cxtt:nd the ;:en· 
er:tl lhc •I ~ 1 1 ,. " '· ~ 1 q.<. 1 I o <·icctroma.!nctic iorcc:. anrl ~he 
iorcts r .. '.'1 ,. • l •• r .llrtirlc:~. Gcncml rdati\'ily incorpor:ll.:S 
tht• tyr ·' ;, 1:1 . ' , 1 ' II." the ,, rtJnurc oi iour-dimer.siona! ,;.>ace 
1i111C .. tn: •• ; rl , ~~ /r:J\it:ll:on hecomc,; part oi ..;eon1ctry. 
t;nif.t J ·, ', : ·1 .. • 1 ; ' ~ ttl!mptcJ tr ·xtcnd thi-. treatment to the 
oth.:-r i •I . 1 • i I /I t'd 111d 1i 1 ~li'i were :~~hi.:,·..:d, all the iund:t-
lll~.;nt 11 11 ' · ll" WJJicl )l' dc:.cribcd by <he ;rcomctry oi 
.>p.1ce t to'e. 1 .~.t. . ;;u .lope<:. th.1t a uni!icd ricld theory wuuld 
O\'Crcomc certain diliiculticF> in dcctrom.11~nctism and :nomic 
theory; c . .; I in cia ~sica! elect roma~nctbm there is no exp!:t n.-.rion 
o i h1>W elements oi like charge , which mu;t rcj'lcl each other. can 
cohere to iorm an electron or other 1 und~.ment .d char~cd panicle; 
and 'n atomic tht:Or)' the occurrencl' oi prohnbility as a iund:Jrr:cn· 
~al no;.ion wa:. thought unsatisiac,ury. e~pccially by .\lhcrt Ein
stein :~nd Erwin Schrodin):rcr. There wa<> abo a more philo>ophic:tl 
reason. Physic"! reality is SUP!•O~ed to con~i:-t oi par<.icle.; oi 
matter and ltcld:. oi iorcc. E;n,tt:in bt:!ie,·cd that it should be 
po,.,:.ible to t'liminatc the notion of a pilrticlc a:1d to represent the 
whole oi physical r..:ality by means oi a field. so that m:mer be
comes nothin.; more than a rczion oi hi~h :idd inten<>ity. 

Gcncr .. I rei: tivity is a highly developed tield theory which 
still contains the idc:t oi a p:trtide bcc:tuse there are rcdons oi 
,pace timc where the field equ:ttions brca:- down, :tnd thc:.c "sin
~;ular regions" mu:;t be ~uppo:.ed to represent p:tniclcs. In .. n en
tirely ::.uccc!'s!ul ricld theory there would be no :.in:n.hn re::ions, 
and every phy~ical situ:Jtion would be corr:pletely de•cribed b)' 
the rield alr,ne. 

Oi the man\' un:.ucce:.siul unif1ed field theoric~ put ion\'ard there 
• 

were three main types. The .;nu~e-in\'ar:ant t:'-ometry oi Her· 
mann \\'cylt 191~) extended the cla:;s oi transior::nildons to \\~ich 
the geometrical qu:tnlitic~ ch:tractcrizin; space time rr.u~t be in
,·nriilnt: he could thus introduce iour quanti ti..:s idc~<t:ti .. blt.: 'dh 
the potentials in ci:J~,ic:tl clect roma~nc;.ism. Thb theory b un
suitable becnu~e it leads to f:dd equation:. oi the iounh dii;erenti::l 
order, wherel::. there is rc:t:>On to bcli..:\'c thlt the correct equa
tions are oi the second order. The serond import:mt cb•,- oi 
theories, :.ll"11min:: irom wvrk ui T. K:th.:za 1 19:Zi 1, are tho-e 
u•ing ti \·c-dimcn,i.>n:~l sp:tccs, and :~lthow~h tl. •· achic,·Ld a formal 
uni1icatior. oi the ticlds. they did not sol\'e any out:it:Jndin! :)hy-i· 
cal problems nor le:1d to important r.ew iccJs of phy~ic:JI ~i.:-nin 
ca nee. T he ,.:en era lized theory oi r:ra \'it:t; ion. or non:;ymmet ric 
uniticd !kid theory. wal:t independently dc,·c!opl'd hy Ein•t' 
t 194j) and by Schrodin~cr t 19~.3). In this tht: iu:1d1r.1cr.ta. 
ten:;or ,;," oi ;::encral rel:ni,·ity is :~!lowed to be non,yn :netr!c, 
which introduce::. :Ill :ltlli:.ymrr.etric tt•nsor oi the :;econd rwnk pre· 
5umably idcntifi:tblc with the electroma:.:ncti.: tield \':Jri:~bks. The 
investi~ati un:, oi the theory seem to show that it do.::; nc t :t:.:ree 
with experiment since it does not predict correctly the o l>en·ed 
motion of chnrr;ed particles in an electromagnetic field. H >wever, 
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TO ROUTE DESI RED ACTION - O AT E SIG NATURE 
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GRAO E • SUR NAM E PHON E 
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de Jonc kheer e 72111 

SUI3.1 EC T Congressiona Correspondence on the u.s. Air Force UFO Program, 
Congressman Carl Vinson 

SUMMARY 

1. Congressional correspondence on UFO' s receive d by this Deputy • l.S 
routine; however , I believe that this l etter to AFNIN from Congress-
man Carl Vinson • r e qu1.res your personal attention • s1.nce it su ggests the 
possibility of a Congressional he aring. 

2 . There have been two Congressional briefings on the program, one 
• the of 1958 and the other . the of 1960. During l.n summer l.n summe r 
the summer of 1961, we were successful . preve nting hearing by l.n a 

. briefing Mr. Ric hard P. Hines, a staff member of the House Space and 
Astronautics Committee, on our method of handling the program and 
our findings. Mr. Hines was vi s iting FTD to gather background in for -
mat ion on the program for Congr essman Joseph Karth, a member of the 
c ommittee. As a r esult of Mr. Hines ' r eport, Mr. Kar t h r ecomme nde d 
to Chairman Ove rton Brooks that there be no hearings . 

3. Earlier this year an article on unidentifi ed fly ing objects was 
prepared for the Encyc lopae dia Britannica by Dr. J. Allen Hynek of 
Northwe stern University, c onsultan t to our UFO program, and Lt Col 
Robert J. Friend. Mr. A. Franc is Arcier mad e many suggestions and 
approved the final article which • to • the next edition of l.S appear l.n 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Mr. Arcier decided that t he artic le 
should be prepared by Dr. Hyne k to prevent unnecessar y public ity for 
FTD and to gain the prestige whic h Dr. Hynek's name • carr1.es. I 
suggested to AFNIN that a c opy of this article be attac hed to the 
lette r to Mr. Vinson. 

4. If you approve my proposed r ep l y to Congr essman Vinson, I will 
send information • to SAFOI and to AFSC ( SCFA). cop1.es 

5 . The background section of this folder contains the fol lowing : 
a. AFNIN l etter to FTD 
b. Copies of the docume nts which established the UFO project 
c. Documents r elated to Mr. Hines' visit to FTD 
d. Congressman Karth's letter to Major Key hoe 
e. UFO article which wil l appear • l.n Encyc lopaedia Britannica 

6. If you desire any further information, Lt Col Fr iend and I wil l 
be available. 

Do not forw ard to Command Section until this block has been s igned and dated by the appropriate OPI. This block, when signed, 
s ignifies completed coordination and that the OPI is aware o f concurrence, n on-con c urrence and eithe r re solution o f difference o r 

01 why the no~:;;?ence s~ould,., be overridden. 

?d~-~ v - ~ c t: ~(;..-:> /;; -~·-;P 
Date Signature / 

FORM 14 AFSC SEP Il l 9 PREVIOUS EDIT ION OF THIS FORM MAY BE USED 



·.-... RTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

REPLY TO AFNIN 
ATINOF 

susJECT Unidentified Flying Objects 
1 0 . ''Jf . ,.. l 

., '· I ...... J 

ro Commander 

• 

FTD 
Wright-Patterson AFB Ohio 

1. The attached correspondence is forwarded for the preparation of a 
draft of a proposed reply to Honorable Carl Vinson. 

2 . Also attached for your investigation and analysis is a letter from 
John P. Speights relative to u~identified flying obje cts . 

3 . The suspense to AFNIN must be by 21 July 1963 . 

FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

2 Atch 
1. Ltr Carl Vinson, July 8 

~~""'· 2. Ltr John P. Speights, July 2 

DONALD M. DESSER~ 
LTCOL , USAF 
Offico , Asnintont 
Intel ligence 

Copy furnished: 
AFSC (SCF) Andrews AFB 
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Unidentified Flying Objects 1 o JUL 1963 

AFNIN (Lt Col Dosso1·t) 

1 . Attached is a proposod reply to Congressman Carl 
Vinson ' s reqt•est fo1· information on tho u. s. Air Force 
Unidentified ' l ying Objects progrn1.1 . This action is 
in response to your letter to me on the UFO subject , 
dated 10 July 1963 . 

2 . Stronuous efforts by ajor Keyhoe , n self-styled 
UFO investigator , and others like him to discredit 
tho Air Forcoca handling of the UFO prograg have 
resulted 1n t o Congressional briefin~s and numerous 
quuries for inforr:aation from tho members of Cong1·oas . 
The first briefing was in the summe1· of 19!>8 and the 
second took place du1·iug the woek of 10 July 1960 . 
The latter briefing was given to members of the Senate 
Preparedness Sub-Committee , tho House Armed Services 
Su ittee , the House Space and Astronautics Sub
Committee , CIA , nnd representatives from the Office 
of tho Socretnry of the Air Force . 

3 . A Inter effort of ajor Koyhoo ' s to instigate n 
hoarin& on UFO ' s by tho Houso Space and Astronautic 
Committee during the summer of 1961 was unsuccessful . 
Congressman Joseph Karth of this committee sent Mr . 
Richard P . Hines , a staff consultant to FlU to collect 
background information regarding the Air Force's 
band ling of the program. From Mr. liinas ' roport , 
Mr . Karth determined that tho Air Forco's app1onch to 
tho 11rogrnm was proper nud thn t ajor ICoyhoe' s 
charge of mishandling were without grounds . A copy 
ot Congressman Karth ' s letter to Major Koyhoe is 
attached . 

4 . S1nce it is apparent fro r . Spoigltts' letter 
that Major Koyhoe and others are attempting to force 
further Congressional hearings on the UFO progra , 
it is my opinion that this rathe1· long lottor to 
Ur . Vinson is justified. 



• 

s . I suggest that a copy of the UFO article by Dr. J . 
Allen Hynek which is to appear in the next edit1on of 
the Encyclo¥aedia B1·1 tannic a be attached to Congressman 
Vinson's Ie ter ~· '" _ .. 

• 
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COORDINATION: 

TDE 

TDEW 

TDEW 
• Fr1.en 

5 Atch 
1 . Ltr Carl Vinson , 8 Jul 63 . 
2 . Ltr J . P . Speights, 2 Jul 63 . 
3 . Proposed reply to c. Vinsou . 
4 . 2 cy ltr Rep Karth to Unj 
Keyhoe , 28 Aug 61 . 
5 . 2 cy exerpt fm nncyclopaedia 
Britannica . 

Date 

Date 

Date 
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Dear Mr . Chairman: 

I refer to your letter of 8 July 1963 requesting the latost 

Air Force position on unidentified aerial phenomena . 

The Air Force ' s principal interest in theao objectu/1henomenn 

is itl detormininc if they are iu any way a throat to our nationnl 

secur ity or if they are a source of uew scientific or technical 

information. Further , the Air Force attempts to determine the 

cause of each sighting in order to allay public nnxiaty resulting 

from an incident involving unidentified aerial phenomena . 

Better than 90 por cent of the more than 7500 cases investi

gated since 1947 have boon attributed to tl1e misidentification 

of such familiar objects as balloons , aircraft , and satellites , 

and such unfamiliar phenomena as parhelin and mirages . A small 

percentage of cases remains unidentified due , for the most pn1·t , 

to the limited nature of the report . To date there has been no 

evidence from nny case to indicate that these objects/phenomena 

nre any type of space craft othor thnn oarth satellites or apace 

probes of tll.e Soviet Union or of the United States . 

In tho United States there are more than fifty private 

unidentified flying object (UFO) organizations. Collectively , 

these organizations boast more than 500 , 000 members . During the 

1960 Presidential elect1on , the members of these organizations 

actually nominated their own candidate who allegedly threw his 


