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UNC.LAS
UNUSUAL PHENOMENON REPORT | i .
l. INTENSE BRIGHT LIGHT OBSERVED AT 3711152

2o FIRST OBSERVER ON ROOF OF MET BUILDING AND STATED THAT HE .

THOUGHT A FLARE HAD BEEN FIRED IN CAMP AS LIGHT WAS SO INTENSE

THE LIGHT WAS AS LARGE AS A "BASKETRALL™ AS THE OBJECT PASSED

OVER THE STATION TwO SMALLER LIGHTS WERE NOTED WHICH APPEARED

TO.BE TO THE REAR AND ON EACH SIDE. THESE SMALLER LIGHTS UERE OF
LESSER INTENSITY. BEHIND WAS A WHITE VAPOR TRAIL . .

3. AT THIS TIME SEVERAL OTHER PERSONS OBSERVED THE OBJECTS R
INCLUDING THE 'SCIENTIFIC .LEADER AND OINC :

4, TRAVELED FROM THE WEST - SOUTH - WEST TO EAST-NORTH-EAST

2o THE THREE LIGHTS MAINTAINEY THERE SAME RELATIVE POSITION TO %

EACH OTHER WITH THE VAPOR TRAIL CLEARLY VISIBLE IN THE CLEAR
NIGHT SKY

5. AT APPROXIMATELY 7 TO 12 DEGR:ES ELEVATION -THERE WAS
A BRILLIANT FLASH OF LIGHT. FOLLOWING THIS THE LIGHTS WERE STILL
~ VISIBLE AND DISAPPEARED AT THE HORI ZON |

7. IN H@PES THAT THE LIGHTS ARE RECORDED ON THE SKY CAHERA
e FILH WILL BE DEVELOPED ASAP ; s 1
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On 7 July at 07/1115Z an intense light was observed at Hallett Station, Antarctic,
This light was first observed from the roof of a building and the observer

stated that he thought th.t a flare had been fired in camp, as the light was.

so bright, He stated that the light was as large as a basketball and when it

passed over the station it was noted that there were two smaller lights avpearing

to the rear and the sides of the main light, These smaller lights were of lesser
intensity. A vapor trail followed the object, These lights maintained the same neissuiss
relative position throughtut the sighting and along with the vapor trail were
clearly visible in the night sky, described as clear, These lights travelled from
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sighting were not remrteci in the message,
Color, and explosion rules out aircraft, Travel from 5= to an undetermined
point over ths horizon rules out flares, locale and general description of the
object rules out missile observations., ~oparent speed and description rules out 'K L:fﬂ*
Cther than the remote possiblit; of 624 Beta 2 reentry there is only one logical
explanation for this sighting con the limited data presented, lhe rather obvious
sighting of a firebal. class of meteor, ‘he brilliance of the object,the straight
flat trsjsctory, disaprnearance over tire horizon, trall etc cin all be accounted for
by tinis explanation, Jefore positive identification could be made several additional
facts would have Lo ‘::e ascertained, llost important would be the duration of the
sizhting, ~ sighting of a meteor of this type should last at most 30 seconds
with the meost probable duration close to 7-10 seconds, ard an exceptionally fast
mateor travel_ing tiidls distance z2na =mxmx enbering the atmosohere against the earths
rotation should still last 4-72 seconds, [he

The object of this sighting is tenatively explained as a meteor, For a more
positive identificztionof the object the following would have to be known. Uuration
of sighting, Was flight smooth and constant, speeding up or slowing down other than
the noted explosione Color? Lstimatec speed or distance travelled, estimated
altitude, possible sound associated with object? Have observers ever witnessed a
fireball? How was 7-=10 degree elevation determined? Jid object cross tie zenith

or go to B or B of station on passage from WSW to LWE? How was duration of
sighting determined, hat were the estimates of the other witnesses on duration,
How much of the flight did each witness observe, 4Also wnat happened to the film
that. was to be processed? ‘Jere other antarctic locations checked for meteor

ocservotion this time and date?(Weather was reported as clear).,
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it i3 ccncluded that a fireball and the trail it genorated wun recncte
cible for the UI'O sighted from Detachneat Alphs oa 22 June 1932,

3. /0n T My 1902 at 11152 an inteunse lisht was observed {rox Inllost
ation, Tals lizht wvas firct observed from the roof of a bulldian,
azl the observer stated that he tlhocusit at firet 1% woa a flore. Lo
rr:r-c::'::ﬁ.d. that the 1licwt was as 1arss as a baslketlall and vhen 1t pancaed
cver the gtatica he noticed two smaller lights arpzaring to th2 rear
< bats | m.‘.‘..' 8ide of the rain objJect., The esmaller ligiats wexe of lecser
iIntonsity and they maintained the come relative position throu:haut the
sisghtinzg, TLaz2 object left a cloorly visidle trall. The lichta were
trave "“'5- from VWCW to IE, At 10° abova the easctera horizon the objects
oove cff a btrillient flash and disarpeared over the horizon. The objlect
cizhtod Ty these vitnesses vas probably a bolide, PBolldes possess the
sarn? charocterioctics as fireballs and in eddition are heard to rake
nolise, usually a whistling, rumbling or serles of e:xplosions or is heoard
o sccn 1o explede. There 1s the very remote possibility that this wvas
tie ro-cntyy of the U.S, satelllite Alpha—Bcta. I. This catellite decayed
tatwean 11002 and 23002 on 7 July 1662, Decay dwring revolution m.....:cr
23% could have resulted in a display similar to that desceribad by &
Fallott £tcticn witnesses. It was coacluded that this ovjoet was
B2oL! ‘L:l:r a bolide tecause: (1) Dovolution awler 235 woo the earlicst
cemuted for the decay of the sctellite arnd it protably dacayed noarer
to ta" mean of the computed $i-o linits; (2) Tho 1"'-11 cf tho satellite
wiuld have bteca more from the O4 to the NE as vier-:d fron Ixllett
E-':.:.ﬁicn, 12 it did not lose its orbital cheracteristics dus to ree-
entorin=g anid (3) Though the witnssces provided only a linditzd des-
crintica of the chlect they sishied, the characteristics are much closer
to t2zce of a bolida,

"“"D is pct cunre of axy Uhited States or forelsn activities whic
asceunt for the unidentifled flying oblacta sizsted in the Antaretic
:'-"1 22 June 1682 and T July 1682, Turther tiere is no ovidosce
731-%le vhich Indicates that these phenomens ware due to other than
natusal causes,
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OFFICIAL FILE COPY

TD-E/Lt Col Friend

Unidentified Flying Objects Sighted in the 3 August 1962
Antayretice

Eq USAT
SAF0I-3b (Major Eart)
Wash 25 DC

1. Cn 7 June 1962 at 01052 witnesses at Hallett Station, 72-20 S and
170-00 E observed an obJect which they described as brighter than a
first magnitude star. This object was sighted on a true bearing
arproximating 250° from Hallett Station., The elevation was reported
to be approximately 30° and the object was observed for more than five
ninutes, This sighting probably reculted from the misidentification
i’ the planct Juplter due to distortion of that bedy by lnconsistencles
in the atmosphere, The reported azimuth of the object and that of the
planzt at the tixme of the sighting are very ncarly the same, The wit-
nesses roported the object moved slowly in a southerly direction waich
is the s2=2 as the apyparent motican of Jupliter when vicwed from fallett
Station at this time and cate. At the tinme of the sisnting Jupiter was
tre brishtest actronomical object, -2.0 magnitude, wialch cowld be scen
froa IRllett Station., Jupiter's elevation at the tisa of the sizhting
wves less thian five degrees, far frea the thirity demrcos reported by
tze witnzsces. It 13 the FID opindon that the witnissoes estirate of
t“z elevation vas in error for they indicated that the ocbject pasced

zhind a mountaln peak and as foar as can be determined the noorest
r:".x.:': ain penls have élevaticas of less thon five degrecs wien nzasured
Trox Eallett Station., It 138 prcboble that a strong ioversicn was
praccat in the areca at the time of the sichting and thot nmdrage effects
associated with this corndition centributed to the sightingz.

2, Cn 22 June 1862 at 0303 2 an object leaving a smole or vapor troil
w3 oa::s::':d from Detechrent Alpha, Antarcticia. The object was reported
¢ brigiater than a first mosnitude star, white in color and to have
r:;:w-'-':l frca a bearing of 340° to 345° at an elevation of 7°. The duratica

of th...s sichting wvas approximately two seconds. This cobjlect was probably
& very bricat meteor known as a fireball, Fircballs are a rare class

ol r:._ 207, brighter than -3.0 megnitude, usually gmlticolored, cf'ten
i1z2aving a very evident trail and are of relotively longy duration. The
trails left by these meteors appear as smolie dwring dayligid hours and
curing darimess display mony colors., Trails left by fircballs have
t2on used to study winds in the usper atmosphere, fifty nile zon2, by

such eminont astroncmers as Dy, I'red Waipple, nrvord and o', Lharlces 2.

Oliver, University of Pennsylvanin. ©86ince these tralls rmay persist for half
an hour or more, it 1s not umusual for them to be distorted by these winds,
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