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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD
DATE a | ' 2. LOCATION 12. CONGLUSIONS
;
l O Was Balloon
a2 | Dart-au--Princa, M"aitj 0 Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME CROUP T4 TYPE OF C.SERYATION TR TR i el oy
’ . . 0 Was Aircraft
Lol = | ‘DX Ground-Visyal O Ground-Rodor O Probably Aircraf?
GM T__.;E..'; D035 -00507 A 7| 0 AirVisual [0 Air-Intercept Rador O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS } - | | S SOURCE . Was Astronomical Ty
< Yes | (0 Probably Astronomical
: '\ 3 Possibly Astronomical
' o C.‘mﬁ : ; LYV iixann . aohd
7. LENGTH OF C3SERYATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 0 Other
| 0 Insufficient Data for Evaluation
O Unknown
{‘:’l'_; - “a ".F_. ! i. ) *
10. 2RIZEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS
s20 case file, It is ynciuded that 1t} L2 1)
J - 1 "
1= Q! ro L0 0 si1ght)
! 3 X "X " L) 'i r }
‘ 3 § | 1~ 4 : ' :
:. ; ’ v - :*}
| plan I & Ky y 4 x
n'.‘i ] - A : ¥l j ' :-. ) .'_' E -
DIrohably o () LacLtors,
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'D-3/Col Wynn

L3 OcLover LYol
UF0D 3ighiing, Port-au-Prince, daiti L

)3D, ISA {(Capt Neill)
7ash 35 DC

1. The [lollowing information regarding an unidentifiad flying
object sighting which occurred in the arsa of Port-au-~-Prince,
laiti on 30 August 1963 is forwarded in response to 2 telepnone
roquest dy Major Hart, SAFOI. A copy of the report of the sight-
ing is attached for your information, |

S+ 4% 13 the ovinion of 7TD that the objact viewsed by the witness
in this 3ighting was the planet Venus, AL the Lime reported for
the beginning of the UFO sighting, Yenus had a right ascension

of 13 hours 22 minutes 24 seconds and a declination of -10 degrees
-4 minutes 05 seconds. Thia location of the planet would havae
caused its position, as viewsd Ifrom Port-au-Prince, Lo coincldas
closely with that reported for the UFO,

3 ine witness reported that it was not necessary to move the
tolescope Yor apoproximately 10 minutes while observing the obisct.
‘he appar9unt angular rate ol motion of the planet is approximately
2,9 degrees in 10 minutes and as 1t nears the horizon atmospneric
r2fraction prooaply reduces this rate slightly, As best as can

e determined Irom the report, the optical equipment used by the
witness has a field of view of approximately 2 degrees., QObserva-

tion of the object for approximately 10 minutes without moving
the scope is quite possible,

4, Information regarding the vertical temperature gradient at
fort-au-pPrince at the time of the sighting is not available;
however, the general description of the weather, as provided in
the report, indicates the probability of a temperature inversion.
At the lower elevations the offects of inversions tand to increase
the distortion of astronomical objects by the atmosphere, These
objects are 2lattened and dispersion eifects cause them to apopear
multi-colored, Often objects viewed under these conditions appear
t0 jump around and/or to move radially, Further, :thesa conditions
2ftan cause them To appear to ascend rapidly just at the moment of
s8Cting., In this 3ighting bad s38eing was probapbly a contridutiag
factor., In TthesSe Cases Atmospheric tremors ar® magnifiad as well
a3 the 1mages,
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At the %time of the sighting the brizht star Alvha Virgo
i3pica), nagnitude 1,2, was only approximately one half degrae |
| {the anguliar diameter of the moon) irom Vepnus, Though the opti- |
i cal squipment used Ly the witness could resolve these two objects, |
Lt 13 possible that due to atmospheric conditions Spica was a con-

cributing factor, Spica was just to the left and above Tenus at
the time of the sighting,

6, Veonus at the time of the 3ighting had a magnitude of -3,9
and was by far the bLrightest object in theé sky, the moon having
set 41 minutes earlier at 1854, As viewed from the earth ,511
o¢ the planet's surface was illuminated, presenting an effect
similar to the moon just heiores the last quarter, Coupled with

ni{aospheric eifacts this apparent distortion could have been a
contributing factor,

!
?" 7. It is concluded that the misidentification of the planet Venus
E%S was the cause for the UFO aightiang which occurred at Port-au-Prince, |
™S ialti on 30 August 1962, Atmospheric =2ifects which distorted the
-planet, the apparent nearness of the star 3Spica to the planet aand
%:j unfamiliarity of the witness with astronomical objects were pro-
i:: bably contributing factors, |
Peer ) 2e Thias UFO s3igzhting does not contain any avidence of threat to
— the sacurity of the Unitad 3tates, |
G |
S JOR THE CCOMMANDER |
Lo
Q' g [
< [FERS |
EDWARD H, TYNN 1 Atch |
Colonel, USAF Cony of 3sport of UFD Sight- |
Deputy for Science ing in Port-au-Prince vicini- |
and Components ty - |
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