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records s how that 701 sight ings were recorded between Oct ober and 
2/ 

December of that year. 

Historical Sightings of Aerial Phenomena 

?rior t o the so-calleci "modern era 11 ( i. P. ., post- 1947) of UFO 

activity,unexplained flyinP. ob jects were reported less frequently . 

Peaks of activity are discernible in t he 1882- 1886 period , os welJ as 

in 1887 , 1906 and 1909 (see Figure 2) . Written sour ces , ranging from 

anci ent manuscripts to noted newspaper s tell of pre- twentieth century 

UFO sightings ; Jacques Vallee , autho r of Anatomy of a Phenomenon , has 
lQ/ 

assembled a file of more than JOO such r eports f or t hat period . 

After 1800, s i ghtings became mor e numerous and were bette r doc-

umented , both in the public and profes s ional pr ess . The explanations 

of such phenomena involved much conjecture , but obse rvers increasingly 

sought rational c r iteria against which t o test obse rvations . 

The great lesson of western civili zat i on i s that such 
a relation , between natural phenomena, cannot be 
adequately unde r stood on the basis of introspection, 
speculati on or supers tition , but requires investigation . 
The methods and t echniques of investi gat ion are what 
we mean by science. 11/ 

I dentification of Flying Ob j ects (versus UFOs) 

To evaluate UFO sightings , the Air Force has established· cat egories 
W' ' 

of identification, based upon previous experience that usually permi ts 

conver sion of an unidentified flying object to an identifiable one : 

• 

Aircraft - - evaluati ons are made on the basi s of des­
cription and f light characteristics . Essential 
performance element s are delineated for conventional , 
j et , photo , and acivertising aircraft; helicopters, 
and refueling missions . 

-



• 
• • 

LRS 
,, 

- o 
• 

YEARL:i NUMBER OF UFQ IlliPORTS - - 1815- 1915 ' 

14 .., 

12 . 
~ 

• I 

10 J 
A I 
'\ 

• 

8 I 
~ 

I 
i \ 

6 I \ 
f\ ( I I ) 

l I I I I ' 
4 ~ 

~~ l J 

;\ I, . ' I i • I 
I I . 

I' ~ ' \ \~ ~ 1 I • 2 
\ d V\ t~ 

. \ ,_, l 
\ ~ ~ 

I ' 

.J Q J .. 
' a e • •• E ~ • 

1820 18JO 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 

--· 
Figure 2 

• 

' 

Chart reproduced with p&rmission of Henry Regnery Company, from 
~ bT Jacques Vall ee (Chicago, 1965), followi ng 

, 

1 



• 

• ' . 

• 

LR.::i- 'J 

Balloons -- eval uations are made on the basis of descrip­
tion and flight characteristics . Essential perfo rmance 
elements are delineated for weather (low level) balloons , 
upper r esearch balloons , other resear ch balloons (e . g ., 
pi llow$ cluster, mylar) , ann miscellaneous (toy , "hot 
alr" ) balloons . 

Astronom1cal s i ghtings - - bright stars , planets , cornet s , 
fireballs, meteors $ auroral streamer s , e tc . 

Satellites -- evaluation will be basen on f our elements of 
data ~ time of sighting , description of object, directi on 
of flight , and duration of sighting . 

Other - - mi ssiles~ reflections, mirages , searchlights , bir ds , 
kites 11 spur l.ous radar i ndications , f ireworks , flares . 

Those UFO reports which are not relegated to one of the "Identified" 

categories (above) are des i gn a ted eit her under "Insufficient Data" or as 

"Unidentified" . Repor~s cat egorized as "Insufficient Data" lack one or 

mor e elements of cri t1.cal inform.at;.on : every effo rt i s made to obtain t his 

data in or der to perform a mean1.ngful analysis . 

A sighting is consider ed to be "Unidentifi ed " when "a report apparently 

contains all pertinent data necessary to suggest a valid hypothesis concern-

ing the cause or explanation of the report but the description of the object 
111 

or its motion cannot be co rrelated with any known object or phenomenon ." 

The role of the analyst who must evaluat e the sighting r eports is 

especially demanding because : 

The attempted identification of the phenomena observed 
is generally derived from human impress i ons and int~r­
pretations and not f rom scientific devices or measure­
ments . W 

• 

• 

The French student of UFO ' s, Vallee , agrees , but cautions that "We must 

analyze the evidence a l ready gathered in such a way that we neither pre-
W 

suppose nor pr eexclude any possible conclusion. " 

U.S. GOVERNMENT M)NITORING OF UFO ACTIVITY 

As the result of the flurry of sightings throughout the United States 

following Arnold ' s observation of several disc- shaped objects , a letter 
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wa s sent S~ptember 23 1 1947 by Lt . G~n ~ Nathan Twining , Commander of thP 
• 

Air Materi el Co~, to the Office of Chief of Staff of t he U S. Ai r 

Force, expressing the opinion that there was "sufficient subst ance to th(> 
121 

r eports to Yarrant detai led study. " On December 30 , 1947 the Chief of 

Staff , Gen . Carl Spaatz, nirected Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, Chief of the 

Air Materiel Command, to establi sh a special project fo r the purpose of 

collecting , collating , evaluating, and distributJ.nP' informat-ion concerning 
1.7/ 

UFO sightings . Thus 1 "Pro j ect Sign" came into being on February 11, FJ48. 

A!r Force Establish~.s. a Special Proj ect 

In February of 1949 , the Project Sign report was publi3hed , stating 

that on the basis of 243 of the "bes t documented " reports stud1ed , "no 

definite evidence Yas available to confirm or di sprove the act ual 

existence of unidentified flying objects a s new and unknown types of 
1§./ 

ai r craft. " 

On December 16, 1948, the project name was changed t o "Grudge"; 

the conclusions reached aft~r studying 244 repo r ts (bes t documented) ' 

was that t he phenomena presented no t hreat t o the security of the United 

St ates and t hat the vast majority of sightings were misinterpretations of 
1.3.1 

conventional objects . The nevl y formed Department of the Air For ce, 

then, wo.s designated as the Federal Government ' s instrument for "inves-

tiga ting repor-ts on unidentified flyi ng objeGt s and of evaluating any 

possible threat to our national securit y tha t such obJects might pose. " 

In March, 1952, the Air Force pro ject name became "Project Blue 

Book~, which remains its current official desirnation. 

The objectives of Pro ject Blue Book a r e t wof old : firs t, 
to determine whether u:~ s pose a threat to the secur ity 
of the United States ; and second, t o determine whet her 

w 



• • 

• 

• 

; 

; 

Ul''Os exhibit any 
technology which 
nical research. " 
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unique scientific information or advanced 
coulrl contribute to scientific or tech-
W 

Investigator¥ Procedures 

When a sip,hting i3 r eporten, it i s the r esponsibility of the air 

ba3e commander closest to t he scene to investigate the occurrence , inter-

view the witness(es), and complete the requisite form. The documenta-

tion (FTD Form 164) is forwarde~ to the Aerial Phenomena Branch, Foreign 

Technology Division, . Air Force Systems Command 1 at Wright-Patterson Ai r 

Force Base , Ohio . There it is carefully r eviewerl by Project Blue Book 

personnel , and a check is made, as appropriate , with the cognizant 

specialty groups notec below If a second investigation is deemed 

necessary, e~ther Air Force or consultant personnel visit the scene of 

the incident, and submit a further report . 

Since 1955, Project Blue Book continues to investigate only those 

sightings which are reported either directly to the Air Force, or via 

some law enforcement agency . Only sightings within the continental 
22/ 

United States are included in these investigatory efforts. Informa-

tion is prepared by the USAF Office of Information for the general 

public in the form of news releases and "Fact Sheets" • . --
Consultants Provide E~ertise in Many A~as 

In the day-to-day treatment of UFO signtings, the Air Force team 

utilizes the expertise of many organizations and individuals (see 
w 

Figure 3 ) . For astronomical sightings , such scientists as Dr. J. 

Allen Hynek, Dr . Charles P. Olivier, and Dr. Donald Menzel are used; 

also, the staffs of scientific magazines (Sky and T·elescope, etc. ) are 

• 
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queried. In the case of ~spected aircraft sightings, contact is made 

with the Air Defense Command, the Strategic Air Command, local airports, 

and the Federal Aviation Agency. 

Balloon sightings are referred to one or more of the following: 

Balloon Control Center (Holloman AFB) , U. S. Weather Bureau (Ashville, 

N.C.) , local airports and weather stations, and various industries 

(e . g . , General Mills) and univ~rsities which are conducting balloon 

research activities. Satellite information i s checked by reference to 

printed ECHO (the large reflector satellite ) schedules, NASA satellite 

reports, Smithsonian North and South Equatorial Crossings, and the 

Space Detection and Tracking Systems (SPADATS) . Missile information is 

obtained by contacting Cape Kennedy (Fla .), Vandenberg AFB (Calif.) , 

Point Magu (Calif.), Wallops Island (Va.), or military units involved 

in special exercises . 

Special Air Force analytical groups, and on occasion Eastman 

Kodak Co., handle the technical aspects of radar sightings and most 

photographic reports. Physical specimens suspected of connection with . 

the sightings are processed by such groups as Battelle Memorial Institute 

(ceramics), th~ Air Force Materiel Laboratory, the U.S. Food &nd Drug 

Administration, Libby Owens and Corning Fibreglass companies. (glass), 

and certain academic groups (e.g., Northwestern University Department 

of Geology) . 
• • 

·-- -·· .. ·------ .. - ....... 

-· 
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Ir add1 h.on tc ·.n '1vuse. stuales the A1 r Force contracted w1 th 'm • 

lrdt<~"t:..~~-b.:'.. ~vnsult.ant ~n 19~1 . ::.or e.l". in'ieperdEmt a~ta1ys ... s lea~1ng to~ 

da teo Ma.v "i - Thr::: mef:nodology .l~.e -·n '.hP preparation of tn:!.s roport 

Scientific Ad...,~ so!'y Panel cbaired by thE> late Dr H P Robe::--tson (Califor-

ma. inst:l ":.ute of Techno ·Logy) ~ Thi.s five-man panel rn"'t d'..lring r.ne week of 

Januar.Y 1/, 19~'> anr1 examined "'S of thP bes-t. document.er:l UFO C!lSP.S ThP. 

panel ~onclu.dec. tr.e.t t.hP phenomena presented , o thrF>at to th~ securl ty of 

t.he Un1ted S-r.ates~ It furtner recommended that the Air Force depr1ve the 

p=oject of ~+.s special s•atus: which would a1d ~n decreasing the myst.ery 

attached t.o VH:: subJe..:.:·~. News re:Leases and all matters deal1ng "n. th the 

pt..blJ.c wc1.~ld be handl<:~rl Ly the O!'f:!.ce of InformatloT1 at the Secretary 
~I 

leve l. 

A... ~ R .J.. ·c ... ~r terce e;tnl.Lavion ~L' -!: 

I n 1953 1 A1r Fore~ R~gulat1on 200- 2 (see Appe~dix A) was issued 9 

which established the re?pons1b:!.lity and pro-::eaure!l fo r reporting infor-

mat ion and e,·idence on UFO s and for releas1ng information to the gen-

e r al publi:: o 

Th13 regulatior. estsbli.shed tl"e UFO Pro~ram to 
1nvest1gate end analyze UFO's ov~r the United 
Stateso Such 1nv-est~ga'tion and analysis are 
d1rl!ctly re r.at•t1 t.o A tr ~orce responsibility for 
~he defense ~r the Un1t~d States. ~ 

A quest~onnmre (see Append1x B) was prepare~ for use in document ing 

sightings of -..midentified aerial phenomenon~ ~ntitled "U. S Air Force 

• 

• 
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Technical Information" (FTD Form 164). The essential elements of infer-

mation to be reported by observers include such items as time and place 

of sighting~ wea~r condit i ons 9 obj ect s ize and motion , and location of 
?:Y 

observer. Procedures were established -- JANAP 146 , Cirvi s , Merint --

t o guide the other mil itary services in reporting UFO sightings . 

Special Repo~ No . J.4 

Throughout the period of preparation of Special Report No. 14 by the 

industrial consultant study team ~ emphasis was placed on a s tep- by-step , 

rational analysis of sighting data , and care was taken to place the reports 

in a standardized~ carefully structured fo rm. A prJcedure then was devel-

oped for reducing the data t o useable f orm 1 to be accomplished in four 

ma jor steps: 

1) 

2) 

'3) 

4) 

a systematic listing of the fac t ors necessary t o 
evaluate the observer and hi s report, and t o i dentify 
the unknown object observed 
a standard scheme f or t he transfer of data to a 
mechanized computation system 
an or derly means of r elating the original datA t o all 
subsequent. f'o nns 
a consistent procedure f or the identification of the 
phenomenon described by the original data . 27/ 

A questionnaire fo rm and a coding system with appropriate wor k sheets 

were designed and a serial numberi ng system was established for sighting 

data . Key terminology t hen was agreed upon, with the term "Unit Sighting" 

referring t o the actual sightingp and "Obj ect . Sighting" ref erring t o the 
~ 

assumed number of phenomena . 

Evaluation of sighting report s in preparation of data for later sta-

tistical treatment has been consi dered to be critical . The s tandardized 

procedure in Speci tl RePQtt No 2 14 featured: 

• • 
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1) the dedt..~ctic·n o f d1screte facts from data which 
depended vn human ~.r1pressior:s rather t: han scl ~·m~ 1f::.~ 
mea:.sutem~nts 

2) t~e rating of the otsP.rver ar .. d his report as determined 
from av·ailable information 

3) the determ:r,at2cn of t.he probable ldent:..hcatl.on of the 
phenomenon observed. ~ 

, 

Categories of iden+.i.fi.::-a't!..on included ~ ba:l.loon astronom..!.cal aircraft~ 

light phenomenon ~ birds ~ clouds (::lust. , etc .) . 1nsuff1c1en't :nforma.tion ~ 
2iY 

psychological manifestations ~ unkno..,;n and u:ner. Identifications 

were performed in t\Jo ·phases :t first. by the J.nch Vldual who first. made the 

transcription o! the sighting data~ and second 1 by a cvnference of four 

persons (two from the Alr Force 9 t ·"'o from an outside : onsultaot group) 

in order to ma.xiiTl.lze obje.!tivity and tnoroughr-ess ir. the handl1ng of this 

data. 

Thus, the study team worked to ensure that the ccllection, collation, 

and interpretation of sighting da~a were performed accor ding to the proper 

procedures . The relationship between the observed fact. per se and the 

subsequent int:erpre tat.ion is noted ';)y Menz,el and Boyd: 

In the st~dy of UFO phenvmena tn1s question of "evicen:e 1 

is cruc1aL The careful 1nvestigator :.ries always to 
distinguish sharply between an observed fact.~ \Jh1ch is 
evidence :· and an inter.pretat1on of that fact 1 which 1s 
not evidence no matter now reasonable j_t, may s eem W 

Vallee ~ in h1s discussiou of repOrt handling , goes one step further 

in urging that "the two operations · - ma~ntaining a fil"! of reports 1n 

accordance wit.h offic1al regulat.ions a~d doing reBearch on the infor ma-

tion contained in the reports - should be very clearly separated , and 
)2./ 

separate codes should be used~ " 

To best analyze s1ghting data on un1dentifi~d aer1al objects , Special 

Report No. 14 declares that the Air Force should engage in a 11 systematic 
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· sorting and tabulation program t o give frequency and percentage distribu-
JJ) 

tions of the important char acteri s tics of s iRhtings . '' In this way , 

sorting> counting , and tabulating of info rmation from the punched card 

abst:::-acts could be executted, and further, any emerging patterns or 

trends might b~ tdentified and used in f utur e, more sophisticated treat-

men~ using statistical methods . 

Attempts t o Create a "Flying Saucer11 Model 

An attempt to discern meaningful trends and patterns in UFO sight-

i ngs t hen was made by analyzing the descriptions of t he physical appear-

ance, f light characteristics, and other signi ficant attributes of var-

ious classes of UFOs, Of the 434 obj ect sightings identified a s ''Un-

knowns " ~ only 12 were described in enough detai l that they could s~rve 

w 
as the basis for the creation of a "flying saucer model 11 • Other 

sigh~ing da t a did, however, sometimes · coincide with certain features of 

the r eported UFOs in these four categories. 
J.jJ 

The se 12 sightings could be placed in four categories on the 

basis of thei r shapes : 

• 

' 

• 
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Figure 4- Pro peller Shape 
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As a ~esult of s~udyire 1ntensively t he 12 subj ect cases , the study 

t earr was unable to develop a ver1f~erl mo r1el cf .!! 11 flying sauc'!r " . How-

ever .. '~:.he four cak.egor!.es of r eported fly1ng obJ ~Cts (as sho\ITl i n 

Figures 4 t.h~ough 12) did evolve and could be used f or fu t ur e refer~nces. 

The conclu sions contai ned in Special Repo r t No . 1:4 not ed t hat: 

i t is consider ea to be highly i mprobable that reports 
of unident i fi ed aeri al obj ects examined in this s tudy 
represent ob5ervations of t echnologi cal developments 
outs ide of the r ange of pr esent-day scient ific know­
l edge . It is emphasized that there has been a compl ete 
lack of any valid evidence of phys1cal matter in any 
case of a report ed unidentified aerial ob j ect. l2/ 

Ad Eoc Co;7l..r:-C. t tee o.L' US.\2 Scie:>. tific Advi soa Bog~ ;;--... ~.:::.._=:.::-..:;::...:;.. __ _ 

Early i n 1966 ~ an ad hoc. committee o f the USAF Scientific Advisory 

Board reviewed the r e sources and methods of investigation prescribed by 

Project Blue Book, at the reques t of Ma j. Gen. E .. B. LeBailly, Secretary 
211 

of the Air Force Office of Information . After review1ng the findings 
• 

of the 1953 Robertson panel ~ and hearing briefings by Ai r For ce Pro j ect 

Blue Book personnel p the committee t nen r eviewed s el ected case hi s tories 

of UrU sightings. 

• 

The committee f elt that i t was significant that in spite of thousands 

of hour s of a stronomical observation and photographic coverage , "not a 

s ingle unidentif i ec obj ect has been reported a s appearing on any of these 
~ 

plat~s or bee~ sight ed vi sually in all these obser vations. " Finally ~ 
• 

i t was concl ude-) th9.t. ~"~ i r1 t be 19 years sinee the fi r st UFO was sighted 

there has been no evidence that unidenti f i ed f l y1ng objects are a threat 
Y1l 

t.o our national s~curity . ~ However, i n order to reduce the number of 

reported flyi ng objects class i fied as "Unident i f i ed" , the reports included 

recommendations for s t rengthening the proj ect staff ~ contracting with a 
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few selected universities to assist in UFO investigation~, initiation of 

studies in depth of selected cases , an expanded f orm (questi onnair e) f~ r 
!:&I 

reporting, and wi~er distribution of UFO official l itera ture . 
w 

It was announced on April 21 , 1966 by Rep . Gernlcl R. lord tb1t. 

the United States Air Force has contracted with a group of scientist·; t .. ., 

perform an independent study of Ul'Os . Thi s "in depth" analysis will 

commence after July 1, and will concentrate on some of the report :. wh i.-:h 

remain unexplained after investip,ation through establishecl Air For ce 

procedurGs. 

Special Briefings on UFO Activity 

Peri odically .s the attention given to UFO activity by t he public : ~ "1 ': 

news media has caused various high level mill tary and civilian r eque:;t ·.; 

for special briefings. In October, 1956, a briefinp, was ~iven by Pro-

ject Blue Book personnel for Maj . Gen. Millard Lewis , Director of Air 

Force Intelligence (DCS/Operations). Less than a year later , on Sep-

tember 16, 1957 , the Defense Science Board was briefed on the status o: 
w 

UFO activity . 

In the period following the launching of Sputnik I, the number of 

r eported U?O sig~tings rose spectacularly. A special br i efing was con-
. 

ducted during January, 1958, f or the ' Senate Committee on Government 
w 

Operations (Hen . John L. McClellan , chairman) . In Aur-ust of t he same 

year, a briefing was held f or the Subcommittee on Atmos?rer ic Phenomena 

of the House Select Committee on Astronautics and Space ~xploration (Hon. 

John W. McCormack, chairman) . 
w 

The next request for a special briefing was not r eccrdecl by Pro j ect 

Blue Book until July, 1961 , when Robert Smart, "chief counsel", to Coneress-
45./ 

man Joseph E. Karth, was given a status report on the UFO program. 

• 
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On April 5~ 1966, Dr. Haro~d Br own 1 Secretary of the Ai r Fo rce, 

accompanied by Dr . J , Allen Hynek and Maj . Hector Qui~tanilla, Jr . , UFO 

project officer~ appeared before the House Committee on Armed Services . 

Dr . Brown assured the Committee that: 

Although the pa~ 18 years of investigating unidentified 
flying objects have not identified any threat to our 
national security, or evidence that the unidentified 
objects represent developments or principles beyond 
present- day scie~tific knowledge~ or any evidence of extra­
terrestrial vehicles , the Air Force will continue t o in­
vestigate such phenomena with an open mind and with the 
finest technical equipment available . M2./ 

• 

Later in the testimony, various Committee members raised questions 

regarding UFOs sighted on radar, or photographed . Dr. Hynek estimated 
w 

. . 

that ''only about 1 percent, or less" of the cases re ported to the Air 

Force have included photographs . When asked what percentage of the 

reported incidents in the United States have been viewed on radar screens , 

Maj . Quintanilla i ndicated "about 1.5 percent", and later noted that "We 
!&) 

have no radar cases which are unexplained . " 

It has been shown that several groups -- Congression~ senior mil-

itary, and scientific -- have taken an i nterest i n and examined evidence 

• 

related to UFO sightings. The great majority of UFOs have been identified 

as known objects or natural conditions . In no instance has the Air 

Force Qr any other official group purported to have the answer regar ding 

the existence of life in outer space . Lt . Col. Lawrence J . Tacker, author 

of Flying Saucers apg the U. S, Air Force , emphasizes this : 

It is important t o state once again that the United 
States Air Force does not deny the possibility that 
life could exist on other planets or in other solar 
systems, or that conditions for life as we know it on 
earth could not exist somewhere out in space. 'iJ/ 
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PUBLIC REACTION 
' 

For nearly two decades, people throughout the worlrt have evince~ ~ 

strong , though cyclical interest in UFOs . The reporterl pre sence o f 

aerial phenomena has held psychological significance f o r s~me , quasi-

scientif ic importance for others , and a religious connotation for yot 

others. In general , there are two main groups of persons who s turly U ~v ' s : 

l. J UFOlogists 1 -- serious , scientific student.:; of the 

• 

exciting phenomena now taking pl ace in our heavens 
. . oamong such intellectually curious student s are 
numbered today many outstanding aviators , space 
scientists, engineers , r adar experts , college pro­
fessors, ministersp high-ranking officers of the 
armed services, and others . 

2 . ~ c6ntactees' or saucerians -- many of these people 
purport t o have made contact with those whom they 
call the space people - - either by physical means or 
utilization of mys~erious and mystical techniques 
which are never subject to objective scientific analy­
sis or other kinds of demonstrable proof. 2Q/ 

Dr. Carl Jung , the psychologist, points out that despite the mass 

of observational data which has been accrued, "the physical r eality of 

UH)s r emained a problematical matter. 11 

The longer the uncertainty lasted , the greater became 
the probability that this obviously complicated phenomenon 
had an extremely important psychic component a s well as a 
possible physical basis . 21/ 

The psychological s i gnificance of the Ut~, then , i s a factor to be 

considered. Sagan states that "t he interest in unidentifierl flying obj ec~s 

derives, perhaps , not so much from scientific curio3ity as from unfulfilJ0~ 
iY 

religious needs o" Whatever the significance of UFOs to various per son: , 

dozens of or ganizations have been or ganized throughout the world "to col-

lect UFO reports and publi sh 'the truth ' allegerlly suppressed by govern-
21/ 

ment sources. " Some of these groups maintain extensive data files , 

• 

• 
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disseminate news on UFO sightings, and send their own investigators to 

interview citizen~ who have seen unidentified aerial objects . 

A literature has developed on the subject , ranging from the serious 

to the remotely relevant. Many of the civilian organizations feel that 

the Air Force effort to document and evaluate sightings is inadequate , 

and that a full Congressional inquiry on the subject should be held. 

Menzel and Boyd state that "most UFO organizati ons cling to the belief 

that a conspiracy exists to conceal the existence of extraterrestrial 
2Y 

vehicles, but they disagree on its precise composition . " 

The Air Fo r ce steadfastly has stated that it "does not seek to 

limit discussi on on such reports and does not withhold or 
221 

censor any 

information pertaining to this unclassified program. " Recommenda-
:fd 

tions to expand the Air Force project now are under consideration 

and a consultant group, as noted above, soon will undertake an inten-

siva, comprehensive stud7 of selected facets of UFO activity . 

• 

\ 

• 
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PA RTM ENT OF TilE A l it HlltCE 
W1114l11n p; ton, ~() )11/11 J!Jfi2 

I nlcll i,.;enc(' Acti v ili('K 

UNID ENTIFiED FLYING ORJECTS (UFO) 

?'hill rr{:! u lot ion r:- tuhlis ht•x th f' VFO l'ro~:rnm to iii Vf'llli~ntr mad analy: c Uf'O' s Oll f'r tlu• 1/n ilt•tl 
~:nit· ~. Surh i t~t•P.~ ti;.:at ion w u l nnnly~is fJN J tiirvrtly r e lated to Air Force rC8fW111tillility f or Lht> 
dt•jcn.~ .... o f tile V rritcri Stut t•lt. Thf' UFO Pro;.:r am provide• for the prom[ll r eportin f: and N lflid 
ide ntifir ution nN!tl f'fl fm IIUU<'IIt. jul "iclentifiration," which i• the 1econd of the four phll!l l!ll 
of air d cjt•n .H' <l••t .•t·ticm, iden t ification, inlf'rception, and de1truction. All comm~.mdcr• will 
co m p ly slrirtly with ! It is regulation. 

SECTION A-G.ENERAL Paravraph 
l~xplanntion of Terms . . ..•.••••.••• ....•.••.. .. .... •. •...••.•.•• . _ •••• _. __ ___ •• . • . . I 
Ohject ive,s ___ _ .. __ .. _ ~ .. _ .. ...... _ ............ - - ...... -.. ... - .... - ......... - ..... --........ ............................................ ... . . .. 2 
H.rspons1biliti01. _ ---- __ •.. . ... ----- -- -- - --- ----. ---- •. .. - ------ -- -------- .• __ ___ :i 
G l l id n.ncc .... _ .. .. .. .. _ . .. __ .... _ ................... a .... .. .............. _ .... a _ ............. .. ............... ........... .............. _ .. • ~ 
H.cportin~J; UFO Information ____ _____ ____ __ ___ ______________ ___ _ • ·---------------·-- 5 

RECTION B-l'LifiLIC HELATIONS, INFOR MATION, CONTACTS, AND RELEASER 

:'\luirotninin!( l'ultlir· l(clntwne .• •• --- - ------ ----- --- .. .• •. . - - ---- -- ------ •. ... --- • • . • 1; 
Hcleu.~in(.: Iniormntion ..•. . . _ .• . . __ ............. - .• . ....••. .. __ .•• __ .... . ..•... .. . • . 7 
T~XCCJ>tions .. .. • .. .. ....... , .. .. .. .......... .... - ............. - .............. ..... .................... . .... ..... .... - ........... .. ... - .. . .. .. .. .. .. ... H n. .. lcMc by Non-Air Force Snu rcce •.•.•••.•••.. ______________________________________ !l 
Conlnc;t..a ...... . ........ , ..................... ...... ... ___ _ .......... .. ......... .... ............. ... ............................... ]() 

~ECTION C- PilEPARING AN 0 SUBMITTI NG R EPORTS 

l.cucrnllnformuiion . -- --- -------- --- --- ------- ------------- -------------- -----·--· 11 
McthodH for Tran'lmittin~ Rcport.e •• __ __ : __ ·-- ----- -- --- -- - ---------- ---- --------- ... l'l 
Where To Rub mit Report..s •..•.•••••••••.••.•••••••.• __ . ... _ •. _ ..• .•.•. . .... _ ..... _ . • I 3 
Dn.sic Reporting Dn t.a and Format ••••.•• •••• . • ••• ....•.•.• _ .•• _ ...... .. __ ......... . .. 1-1 
Nc~ntive or Innpplicnble Data ___________ ___________ ___ ______ ___ ____ __________ ____ ___ 1:. 
Comment.'! of Preparing Officer . •.•••• •. . . ___ .•..• . . _._ ........ .. _ • • • _ • .••••.•• _... .. . I il 
Cl£\.-tctifirnt.ior\ ........ _ ....... ... ............ .... ....................... .. _ ............. ........ . ........ _.. ....................................... ...... ....... 17 
Ilcportinp; P hysical Evidence •..• __ •••••. ____ - ••.•... _. _ .• • .•.• .••• _. .. • . • • . • . . . • . • . . . I 8 

SECTION A--GENERAL 
• 

l. Explanation of T e rms. To insure proper and 
uniiorm usage in l.)FO screeni ngs, investigations, 
and rcportings, an explanation of the objects 
follows : 

a . Fa miliar or known. objects: 

( 1) Aircraft, ball oons, ki tes, birds, search­
lights, a::;Lronomiral bodies (meteors. planets, 
stars, comets), pilotless aircrnft, missile1;, satel­
lites in orbit, and others identifi ed by the ob­
server as normal appeariug objects. 

(2 ) Flying objects determined to be ai r­
craft. These {:!;enernlly appear ns a result of ADIZ 
violations and often prompt the UFO reports 
~ub1_n ittc~ by Lhe general public. They a re read­
Jiy _Jdent lf1nble a s, or known to ue. aircra ft, but 
t.h c1r type, purpose, o rij!in, and destination are 
unknown. Air Defense Command is responsible 

fo r reports of "unknown" a ircraft, whirh ..... IHHtld 
not be reported as UF O's under th is re~:ctJ I at io11 . 

(3) Aircraft flares, jet exhaust,..,, conden~a ­
tion trails, bli nking or steady lights ohscn·l'·d at 
night, lights circling or near airport~ and air­
ways, and other phenomena or objects known 
to be emanating from, or to be inciication:-: of, 
aircmft. T hese should not be rrported ltndcr 
this regulation, as t hey do not fall within thr 
definition of a UF O. 

b. Unidentified Flying Objects. Any Herial 
phenomena, a irborne object or objects whic h nrc 
unknown or appear out of t he ordinary to the 
observer because o f perfurmance, aerodynamic 
characteristics. or unusua l features. 

2 . Objectives. Air F orce in terest in UFO's is 
t hree-fold. First, as a possible threat to the se­
curit y of the United States and its forces; sec-

Thie regulation eupened ee AFR 200-2, 14 September 1959, •• amended. 
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AFR 200-2 

ond to dcl('rlllim tl11: ll'l'hn ic· : :>r. irntifl c rhar­
ac.t~rislirs of any 1'urh UFO's ; th irrl. to explain 
or idcnlifv nll 'U F () ~i14htin~s as clcsrribcd in 
parngrnpl\ I h. 

a . Air J) c,ft:nM. The ~rent r11ujorit.y of flying 
objects r·cporll·d have been co11vcnlionnl , fnrn il­
inr thin14:; of no p;rl'nf threat to the Rrr.urily of 
the United Stnt.c:-. und its po~::wl'ls i ons. llowrvcr, 
sinrr the po~sibilit.y cxisl !> tl ant UFO'.:; reporlcd 
mav be hostile or new fo reign air vehicles of 
unconVl'ntionn l des i ~n . i ~ is imperative to report 
sightin{!s rnpidly, iu(·t.ual l:v , and us <'Olllpletcly 
ns possible. 

h. Technica l and 8rzcnf.ijir. The Air Force will 
('Ontinuc to collect und analyze reports of UFO's 
until all nrc scientifically or technically ex­
plained or until the full polcntinl of the sight­
ings has been cxploitl'd . Tn performing this to.sk 
the following factors arc of great importance: 

(1 ) To measure scientific advances , thr Air 
Force mu:;t ha vc the In lest cxperimcnlnl and de­
velopmental information on new or unique air 
vehicles or weapons. 

(2) The possibility extl:'ts that foreign 
countries mny cicwlop air vel11cles of revolu­
tionary configuration or propu bion. 

(3) There is nerrl for further scientific 
knowledge in such fields as geophysics, astron­
omy, and physics of the upper Rtmosphcrc which 
the study and analysis of UFO's and similar 
aerial phenomrna may provirlc. 

( 4 ) The reporting of all pertinent. factors 
will have a dirert bl•nrmg on scient.if1 c analyses 
and ronclusions of UFO sight ings. 

c. Red1tction of Percvnlage of UFO "Uniden­
tifieds." Air Force activittes must reduce the per­
centage of un idrntifieds to the minimum. Analy­
sis thus fa r has explained all but a few of the 
sightings reported. These unexplained sightings 
arc carried stalistically as unidcntifieds. If more 
immediate, detailed, objective data on the un­
knowns had been available, probably these, too, 
could have hc<•n exph1ined. However, because of 
the human factors involved, and the fact that 
analyses of UFO sightings tlepcnd primarily on 
the personal impressions and interpretations of 
the observers rather than on accurate scientific 
dat a or facts obtained und er controlled condi­
ti ons, the elimination of a ll uniden tifieds is im­
probuble. 

3. Responsibilitiet. • 

a . Reportin(J Base con• tAn 1er:: wr I report all 
mformation and e\'ldcnce ot ... ·11tinr"· in­
cluding information and evld£>nce 1 • -, 

other services, Government agencies, ami 

2 

1an MHI I'l't ':-.. It t\'1':-.t o r :- an· an!IHJJ'JI.(·d t.o 
Jll :d\C tc!<'planOC C tl l, fr,Hll 1 !II' IO V(•st,igat iort arr•a 
dlr<'rt to llac Forc·i 1~n T r·rhnology 1 >1 vh ic11 1 
1 fT l) I , c,f tht Au· For('(' Sy..,t.em:- CoJ all lllltH!. 
Wri~hl- PrJ.llNl'Q ra A 1r Fore·•· Ba:-.r. Oit io ((' J.c•ar­
waler 3-7 11 I , cxl. G9:..!J(,j fi\ j:378 '1 Til <· purJ'Of>l' of 
th ,, l'HII:; iH to report. h1gh pnority findlllJ4~. (S<:c~ 
t>ccLion C .) 

h. l1westir,n tion. Tlw comJJ tnndcr of tIll' .t\ u· 
Forc·c hase llCfll't'"t. the locatir,n oi llw rtT"' rll·d 
UFO 1-ighting .,., ill u.ndur.t a II investigative· tlf' ­

tion ncrc·ssnry to ~;uhn: i l 11 romplct,c inir;,d l'l'f>Orl 

of a r;po t>lghLin~ The initial invC'stirra ~ .• m will 
in rlud,• CVl'l')' t ii'ort to rl''itJh r the SJ~hl.i r, ~. An 
Ai r rui'CI' h:l''t' othr·r ll.;.n : laa t ,•lo.l'-t lo till' 
scr·nc of n I'~'!••JrJNI LF< 1 :-i,:lali nJ..: Will rdcr l.!w 
sightiug irr.nwdi .ot("y to tiac commnnd\!r of Lite 
tlC!He~t Air Fnt·t r• l,a.~c fo r appropriate action. 
(Sec paragraph 5.) 

r.. A rtal1fsis. Tiu' A1 r FMC~' Sy~tr111~ Conunand 
Foreign TC'rhnology U1vr<..!<'n will am.!yzc nnd 
cva luu.te: 

t 1 } tn for 11m 110n hlld cv tclencc r<·portccl 
withi n the nmt. •d Slates after the invesLi!;ator:; 
of the l't'"flOil<:;inll· Air Force hasc n<:are1-t the 
sighting have exhuusll·d t.heir efforts to ir!l!ntify 
the UFO. 

(2) In formation and evidence collected in 
oversea areas. 

EXCGPTION: The AFSC (FTD), independ­
ently or in fHuti eip:."tiO'l wit.h pl'rlmcnt Air 
Force artivit.ies, mrl:V' condurt. any addition:ll 
inves1.igations necessary to further or concludr 
its analyses or linr!ings . 

d. Pi11rlinos. AFSC I FTD) will prepare a final 
report on each s1ghting 11ilcr Cl)llcctiOn and anal­
ysis of datu, and will forward a copy of the re­
port to HQ USAF (AFCIN ). 

c. Public R elations anrl Information Service.,. 
The Office of Informa tion Office oi the Secretary 
of the Air Force, will be rc5ponsible for re­
leasing information on sightings, and, in coorrh­
na.tion with A FSC (FTD ), anc;wering corrc•­
spondence from I he public regardtng UFO's I :-)cc 
paragraphs 7 and 8.) 

· f. CongressionaL lnquines. The Office of Leg­
islative Liaison wdl : 

(1) I n coord.rnntion with the AFSC (FTD) 
and/ or the Office of Information , when necc~­
sary, answer all congrcs~ionul mail regard in~ 
UFO's adrlrt'Sl>t·d to the Sec retary of the Air 
Force and H.c:ad4uartcr:; USAF. 

(2) FotwarJ tnose mquiries which arc sd­
cnt.tfi.c and technrcul to tht> FTD for informa­
l ._,.r~ on wi•L 11 to hnt~e a repl y Tht: fTD wi ll re-

• 
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AFR 200-2A 

DEPARTMENT OF TilE AIR FORCE 
W aehington, 30 March J Oli~ 

lnlclligcncc AcLiviLic~ 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (UFO) 

AFH 200-2,20 July 1962, i11 chuugcd 0 8 follow" ; 

:~.1. Findings. A FSC (FTD) will prepnrc a. finn. I 
r1•pnr1. on ~:~C'h si~htin~~; :\fter collection und 
:tll:aly:-;is of <.lata. Wh~n final report contains in­
fnnll:ttiun of siJ,!;nifil'nnt i~<tclli~cnce value, AFSC 
(FTD) will forward n ropy of t.h~ report to HQ 
lJ~AF (A!o'NINDE), Wu::;h DC 20330. 

:~t'. Change references to pa.ragrnphs "7 and 8" 
\.0 "U and 7." 

·t.\1. Cha11ge ''or" to "of." 

HI. Cor1fr,cts. Private individual ~:~ or or~aniza· 
1 i1111S desiring Air Foree interviews, briefings, 
lt ~t: t.u res, or pri vnto discussions on U FOs wi 11 
lw in:-t rur tcd to direct their requests to the 
UHirc of fnformation, Office of the Secretary of 
1 he Air Force. Air Force personnel, other thnn 
dl•si~nat.ed invcstigntors (sec pumgruph 3b) nnd 
1 ho:se of the Ofhcc of Information, will not con-
1:11'1. private indi\·idual::; on UFO cases, nor will 
they tliscm;::; their opemt ions nnd functions with 
uu:tuthorized pen;ons, unless so directed, o.nd then 
only on o. need-to-know basis. 

11u. Chnnp;e references to purngro.phs u2 und 5" 
to " 1 and 4." 

ll c . Chu.nge references to pn.ragrnphs "7, 8, 9, 
u.nd b(2)" to "G, 7, 8 , und b(2)(b)." 

llY Ono1m oF THE SECRETARY OF THE Am FoncE 

R. J. PUGH 
Colonel, U8Afi' 
Director of Administralive Services 

D ISTRIDUTION: S 

l 2h. Submit reports of siKh tinp;~ ov<:r 3 day . .; c.ld 
by leUcr ; however, keep the u::;e of lcLLer n;pMt.:> 
to n minimum in reporting initial si~hLill ~i-l. Thr: 
dclnys often involved in proccssinJ.!: a.nd tr.a ns­
m i I.Li ng c:orrcspondcn<:e th roup:h normal cla:uan c·l :-; 
may make followup investigations difTic:ult, pm­
ducing only limit.cd usable informa.tiun. This 
fuct.or is n necessary considcro.tion . H.eporlin~ hy 
elcct,rif:n.l me:~nR will climino.tc delays. ~~~ bm it a 
followup n.nd/or complete report on nil si~hl,ingH 
iuitially reported clcctricu.lly, if so requested by 
AFSC(FTD). 

Uu ('~) . Change 11 AFCIN" to 11 AFN IN." 

U h. Written Reports. Submit. all lei I cr repr>rl s 
(basic: letter~; and followup or complete report s) 
direct lo AFSC (FTD), Wright-Patterson AFB, 
Ohio, 45~33. AFSC (FTD) will distribute the 
rrporLs to interested intelligence activities in the 
United States nnd to the Office of Information, 
if necessa.ry. 

13b(1). Delete. 

\ 

13b(2) . Delete. 

16. Chango reference to paragraph "5" to '\1." 

18. Change "TD-E" to "TDEW." 

CURTIS E. LeMAY 
Chief of Staff 

Repr oduced by Library of ConP.ress, Legislative 
ill3ference Service Hay 1966 
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turn this in f nrmnt' 
tive Linison for reply 

• 

to thr Officr of Legisln· 
to the inquiry. 

( :n Pror,•s:s rcq ur~tt~ from r.nn~r~·~sionnl 
sourr~·~ i 11 1\rcord ance '"' i th A FR 11-7. 

t:!: . rnoJ•I'rnfirHI . All Air Forcr. 1\I'Li:·ili<'R will 
t'O\Ijl('l'llte wi th Air Force l JF() invci'tlp:HtorH. to 
ino.un· tlw rronPmicnl nnd prn111pt ::;urr.rss of m­
ve:-l ig:-d ions nnd nnnly:-:<'l--. Whrn r:nsiblr, this 
roopn:1. tion will inrlttd~ fmnish inf.! n1r or Around 
t mnspMtat ion nnd otlwr assist nnre. 

·1·. G 1•idmH'c.'. The thoruurhn1·~-;s nnd qunlity of 
:\ rl.'port or invt•stigntion ~; I UFO's nrc limileci 
only !1y the skill nnrl resourc<:illlncss of the per­
:-lOn wl;o rrccivr~ tlw initial infornmtion nnrl ( or 
;ll·,·par•·:-; the rc·port.. Th<• u~od11lnr&~ nnd vnlur 
of any r,·p .. r t M invP~oLi ~at inn drpc·ncl on the !tc­
rumrv ,,ntl tilllcline=-s of it1-1 con tcnt:s. Followmg 
arr nid , ft •r :lt'rrrninl!, t•vnlunt.in~. nnrl report­
tnt: sight in~s: 

a . Carr lltl :-;twly of till' 10).6t•, consiRtnncy, and 
rnhrrencc c•t the ~bservr.r's report ... An interview 
1·:ith t.hc c•h::.el·,·cr by pcrsonnc·l prc·pnring the rc­
f" lrt i :: c:;pcr ially v:\lunhh• in clrh•rmining the 
~nmrr':; r<'linbility and thr vnlid ity of tht• in­
format ion ~~ nn. F artors dl'SNVi ng pnrtirul:l r 
nt t(•ntion nrc till' ohscn '!!l 's a~c. occupation, nnc! 
''d\1ral ion , and whrt.hrr his occupntion involve'~ 
ol,scrvntion r<·pr•rt in~ or trchnicnl knowlrrlgc. 
A report stntin~ thnt n witness is completely fn­
Jnilit\f wilh ccrt:\in aspects of n ~ighting should 
indicate his or her S}1Cci fic qunlifi cntions. 

b. Tiwndolit<.· rnrnsurcmcnts of changes or 
nzim11th, ILnci elevation and nn~ulnr size. 

•· . lnr,~rc t ·ption , identification , or nir scnrch, if 
nppropri•.l•! anrl withi n the scope of nir defense 
n~gulution:s. 

d. When feasible, contnrt w\ th local nircrnft 
C0nt.rol nnd wnrning (ACW) units, and with 
pilots anr! crews of aircndt aloft nt the time 
and place of sightin~. Also, contnct with nny 
ot!l(~ r persons or or~mni'zations thnt may have 
inctual clnta on the UFO or cnn offer corrobo­
rnLing !!vidence--visual, el<'ctronir., or other. 

<'. Con~ultntion with tnilitnry or civilian 
wt•nthr.r iorcr.n:sters for datn on trncks of weather 
balloons rd ~nf:cd in thr nren and Rny unusual 
nwteorologicnl activity which may have a hear­
in~ on the 'UFO. 

f. Consultation with navi~ators and astrono­
mers in the urcr, to determine whether any as­
tronomical body or phenomenon would account 
for the sighting. 

g. Contact with military and civilian tower 
operators, air operations units, and airlines to 
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determine er the si~hti n~ could have brl'n 
an aircraft. Local units of the Federal Aviation 
Agency (FAA ) nrc often of tu;tiistanec in thiA 
rcj:!;nrrl. 

h. Contuct wiLh persom; who ml\y know cd 
cxpcritn<'nLnl ni rr. rnft of unusual r.onCi~urat.ion, 
ro<'k<•l and guidc:d missile Ci rings, or Herin! l<•sts 
in tlt1• n rell. 

i. Con tnr t wil.h photo~rnphic units or luhora­
r.orit•s. Usually , these inst:d In lions hnv<' t>cvr. ral 
cnmr.ras 1\\'nilablr. for :-;pccializcd intclli~cn cc nr 
investigntivc work. Photo~rnphy is nn invnluahlr. 
tool for u~c. where pollsi hl r., in invcsti~t1tinA and 
anl\lyzing UFO l'iightings. (Sec paragraph 18). 

j . Whenever possible, selecting as a UFO 
si~ltt.ing invt:~o~ l.igntor nn individual with n scien­
tific or t.rchnirul background as well as cxpc­
riencr. as nn invc:~t iv;ator. 

k . Subwission of report.s on nil f:i~htin~s even 
th<HIJ.dl ir!ent. ifir.ntion may be nssumcd by the 
pr<'pnrin~ officrr 11nder pnrnv;rnph 16 of this regu­
lation. 

:>. R e po rting (JF O lnformulion . Doth the As­
sistnn t Chief of StnfT, lntclligent·c, lic:\drJitartr. rs 
USAF, anti t.he Air Defense Command hnvc a 
dircrt nncl immcdintc interest in the fncts prr­
tnining to UFO's reported within the Uni tl.'d 
Stntes. All Air Force activities will conduct UFO 
investigations to the extent necessary for their 
requirrd reporting action (st•c paragraphs 14, 15, 
nnd 16). No activity should carry an ·invcstip;n­
tion beyond this point. unless the prcpari11p; offi­
cer believes the magnitude (intclli~encc signifi­
cance or public relations aspects) oi t.hc cnsc 
wnrrant full scale invcst.igation . The officer may 
con tart the FTD of AFSC ( CL,~nrwater 3-7111 , 
ext 69216/66378) at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Ohio, to obtain verbal authority for con­
t inued investigation. 

' 

SECTION B-PUBLIC HELATJON. l 

INFORMATION, CONTACTS, AND 
RELEASES 

6. Muinlaining Public Re lalion11. The Office of 
Information is responsible for: 

a. In coordination with the AFSC (FTD) 
when necessary , maintaining contact with t.he 
public and the press on all aspects of the UFO 
program and its related activities. 

b. Releasipg information on UFO sightings 
and results of inve11tigations. 

c. Periodically releasing information on this 
subject t,.o the general public. 
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d. Procr:;sing, nnswcnn~. n Lakin~ action on 
corrcsponrlcncc rr rei vcd i rom the J~cn<'r.al pub­
lic, JWrtnininp: to the rublic rel:\twns: mtercst, 
:mci informa t ional aspects of the subjerL. (Sec 
pn m~raph 8.) This offir~. wi'll f orwnrd corr~­
sponcicnrc 1\lld C)IIC'rii'S WhiCh nre purCJ):' tCC'hni ­
C'Ill nnd !\l'it' nlifir to AFSC (FTD) for mformn­
tion on which to bu.s<' a rrply. 

• 

7. Releas ing lnformotion. The Office <;>f T o f or­
mation , ()flirt' oi the Secrctnry of the A1r Force, 
will n'km;c to lh<' public or unoffici1\l pcr~ons or 
orp:nnizntions all informntio~ ~r releases r.oncerr!­
inv; UFO\;, rcp:nrdlc!Ss of OI"IJ!ll1 or nnt.urc. Tlus 
includes rep lies to correspondence (except con­
gressional inquiries) submit teci dirt•ct to the 
AFSC (FTD) nnd other Air Force activities by 
private individuals rcC)u<'~ting comments or re­
sults of annlyscs nnrl investigations of sil!hlings. . . 

8. Exceptions. In response to local inquiries re­
g:nding nny UFO reported in the vicinity of an 
Air Force bar.c. the commander of the base con­
cerned may r•'leasc information to tlH' press or 
the grnrml public only after positive identifica­
tion of the sighting as a familiar or known oh­
jrct. The rommanrlrr muf;t exercise cnre not to 
reveal any clnssificrl a~rccts of the si~ht in~ or 
nnmcs of persons making reports. (Sec paragraph 
17.) If the sigL mg is unexplainable or difficu lt 
to identify, because of insufficient. in formation or 
inconsistencies, the only stntement to be released 
is the fact that the sighting is under investi~ra­
tion nnci information regarding it will be avail­
able at a In tcr date. After completion of inves­
tigative nction , the commander may release the 
fact that the AFSC (FTD) will review nnd an­
alyze th<' resul ts of thP. i nv~stigation. He wi ll 
then refN nny furthe r inquiries to the local Office 
of Information . 

9. Release hy Non-Air Force Sources. I f news­
mrn, writrrs, puhli:sh<'rs, or private inc!ivicluals 
desire to relensc unofficial information concern­
ing a UFO sighting, Air Force act ivities will 
make every effo;·t to assure that the statements, 
theories, opinions, and allegations of these inc!i­
viduals or groups are not associated with or 
represented as official information . 

10 . Contacu . Private individuals or organiza­
tions desiring Air Force interviews, briefings, 
lcclur('s, or private discussions on UFO's will di ­
J·ect their requests to the Office of Informat ion , 
Office of the Secretary of the Air Force. Ai r Force 
personnel, other than those of the Office of In­
formation, will not contact private individuals 
on UFO cases, nor will they discuss their oper­
ations and functions with unauthorJt"t.:i r""r<oon.s 
unless so directed, and then only on a "n<:><>•. ·"<..:'­
know" basis. 
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SJ•:CT!Ol'\ <El'AHl~C AND 
!:iUilM I TTING H.BPOHTS • 

11 . f;cnc rul l n formution: 

a . Paragraph:,. 2 and 5 will M'fV(' as aid:-. nnd 
~uirlancc to scn·enin(!:>, investigations. and rc­
portin~-;s . Paragraph 14 contaim; nn ouLlinc of the 
reporting forma t.. Activities ini~ially receiving 
report s of aerial objccl s and phl'llOllll'nt• will 
screen the information to determine wheLIH'r lh<' 
report concerns a vnlid UFO wi tl1in til<~ defini ­
tion of paragraph 1 b. Heports not with in that 
definition do not require further act ion under 
the provisions of this regulAtion . 

b. To assist ucti vi t.ics and pc rson ne 1 r<'spon­
sible for handling, srrecning, and processing in­
itial, incoming UFO informntion , n summary 
follows of the general sources n.nd types of re­
ports: 

( 1) Genrrn.lly, initial UFO reports originate 
from two soun~cs: 

(a i Civilian (ai rline, private, nnd pro­
fessional pilots, tower operator:-., trchnical per­
sonnel , rasual ob:,ervers, anci the publir in gen­
eral) , by rorresponclcnce, telephone or personal 
interview ; 

(b) Military units and personnel frilots, 
observers, radar operators, aircraft control und 
warning unit s, etc.), by telephone, electrical mes­
sage, or pcr5onal interview; 

(2) Generally, UFO reports received from 
civilian sources are of two types: 

(a) Those referring strictly t,o an ob­
sCJ"ved UFO, contnining either detailed or meager 
information ; 

( b) Those referring only in pnrt. to nn 
observed UFO, but primarily requesting infor­
mation on some aspect of the UFO program. 

r . Reports considererl to fall primarily in a 
public relations or information service category 
{sec parngrnphs 7, 8, 9, and b(2} above) nrr oi 
primary interest to the Office of Information 
UFO data sufficient for investigation and/ or 
analysis may be extracted before referral to lhal 
office. ' 

12. Me thods for T ransmitting Reports: 

a. Together with any necessary screen ings and 
investi~ations prepnrntory lo reportin~. reJ?Ort 
all information on UFO's promptly. Elect.ncal 
transmission with n " Priority" precedence is au­
thorized for reports under 3 days from date of 
sighting. Electricnlly transmitted reports over 
3 days old should cnrry u " Routine" precedence. 

b. S\1bmit written reports of sightings over 3 
day& o!<l on AF Form 112, "Intelligence Report," 

• 

• 

• 
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.and AF Fortll 112A , tpplt·mcn t to AF Form 
11:2" (,.. ,., . p·•r:t~.;rnph:; 14 :111d 15); how('\'C' r, kc<'p 
rht· ·u:-t' of t hl':-1' itH' t lt ~ to a tnintnttllll in r<•port in~ 
initial :-t~ltl ll q..:,.,. T ill' tiehy,.; ofll'n ttwcd n d in 
p t \H't':<:-ttt~ nwl Lr:.lt~ntittlll~ ;\ 1: Fon11 I l2 
th tvtt,.!,:t t·itantH·J.._ m:ty t11ak1· fullowup illvl·~t i­
J.:at iot '" di :l ic·ltlt, prodnrin:~ n11ly li mit.1'd U!-:tblr 
in:'urtt l. ll it\11. 'j' fljo; Jat'IOI' j.., ;, IH'('I'"::S:LI'}' l'011!'i(L 
l'l'at iu11 . l~1·p 1>1 t in1~ l,y r•l,•ctnral n,,•an,., will l· lim­
inall' dl'la~·~. ll rt'(j\H'"'t l'd l,y tltt• :\. F~C (FTD). 
:\F Fon11 112 will prnvidt' a fn l lm\ttp nnd /or 
<'t)tll )lll-11· n•porl of a ll .• q.:!.t i n~s tnitudly reported 
<' h d .r: r a II y. 

13. W' Ja crc To Su hmit Report~: 

n. f:lrrlnrnl R (']Jt>rt s S11htnit mult.iple ad­
ci rf':O:!'t•d <'11-c r.ri cn l rc·port:; t.o: 

( l l Air De ic·n~t' Coiltlllll tHI , S nt A FU , C()lo­
!'lldo 

!2 l :=--\·:.r,..;t .\ir Divisinn (D cfcm;C') (F or 
Un itc•d ::'tnt cs only ) 

1 ;~ ) Ai, Fon•c Syr-:t. ·ms C'Olnmnnd, Foreign 
T!•rltnolohy J'livision, Wrigl•l-Pnltrrson A F£3, 
0 h io 

t•l ) ilt'!tdl\uarte rs, l'SAF (Aft,.;lN). Wnsh 
25 DC 

! !1 ) . (•r •·ctory of tlw Air F orce lSAFOI) , 
Wasl, 2:1 DC 

h. W rit/en Repm·ts mn~ic letters nnd A F 
Form 112): 

( I ) fl n, ic [,,•tier .. Sni J•ntl a ll lC't,tcr rC"portR 
dir,•rt tc' t i1r ,\F:-;C (FTD ). The AFSC (FTD) 
will di:-:t.nllllll' t.hl..' rr'pnrts to intcrrslrd Intelli­
gt•ncc :Lrt t\'ili<·s in the linited Stnl1~s and to the 
Ollie(• of In iot mation , 1f necessary . 

(2) A ft' Form 112. f:>uhmir ori~inal r('port , 
:•:- Jm·:-:eribl'd in " Inlclli p;crll'e Collection Instruc­
ti on , IC IJ ,·· .June 19M. d ll·ect to HQ USAF 
1 :\,:c·l ~) Wn~h 25 DC, and n copy to AFSC 
I FT () 1. 

r. Rrport .~ from C'i1•ili11ns . W here possihl<', nrl­
vi,.;r c1vilif• 11 !iQ•trr<'s CIJnt.ernplati ng reporti ng, 
GFO's to :Hthrnit tltc report, f0r pror<'ssing and 
transmission , to the n<'arcst A tr Force hasc. 

14. Busic 1\.cpo rting Da ln u nci F ormat. Show 
t.h(• niJlm·vin: it'll "l;FO" nt the lwginning of the 
text of all rlcrtricnl reports nnd in the snbject 
of wri tten rrporl s. Include the rcquir~d datn in 
all report"· in the order shown below : 

a. De:~cnpt.Jon of the Object (s) : 

( l ) Shape. 

(2) Size compared to t>. known object (use 

• 
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one of th 1· fn lt tng ternts: llt'ad of a pin, fH.:: ~ , 
dinte, ni ckrl, CJUarLPr, ltnlf doll nr, si lv" r clolln r, 
hn~:~rball, ~r11pl'fruit, or bask1·tl all) hr>ld in tit <: 
hanrl at td!ll\11 nrm's lcnj!tll. 

( ;3) Cn lot. 

111 Nlttllht•r. 

([,, Forntnlion. t f tn on· t hao unt• . 

tli1 Any disc~.: rnil,lc fraittt l!" o; detai ls. 

171 T:til. Lmil , or Pxltatt~l, inrlttdill~ hi7.t' 01 
l)fl,fl1(' I'OIII!Jil l'l'l i LO t:. iZC' Of OU j t:cl..( li). 

Oil ~o1111d ; if lwn rd, d.:-::-cn be sotmd. 

(U) (J lltrr pert,i H·nt or Uttll ~t t al fl'alt trC'i-1. 

h . OeuriJif ion of ('nurse of ()b)er:L(.~): 

( I I \VItut /ir-..f cnllcd thr a tt<'nlion of ob­
servc-rt~l lo lite objrrt (c.;) ·: 

t2 ) Anglc· or rlt• \'l\l i'1n ~\nd :~zimlltl t of ob­
ject(::.) whc·n first ohsl'rvcd. 

(;$) An~l·· or l·levulilln and nzitt•tith c,f ol,­
jcct (::.) upon Jisnppe11rancc. 

(•l) Dt·~rriplion v• fi tght pnth and mn n•~n­
VI!r£< of ObJ CCL(s). 

\5) How did thr obJ CCt.(s} disappear '? l ln­
stantnneollsly to the Norlh , et.c.) 

It)) llow long (were) the ohjr>ct (s) vi~iblc'? 
(Be epccific, 5 minutes, 1 hour, etc. ) 

r. Manner of ObseriJation: 

( 1) the one or any comhinnti11n of i ,, . ft•: ­
lowing items: Grouml-visunl, air-\'i.o;11:d, ~l'l • t .J,, I ­
elertronic , ai r-C'Iectronic. ( If elel'tronir , -.perify 
type of radar.) 

( 21 tntemC'n t. ns to 0pt.irnl twis (tel<·sco:)C':-, 
bi nocu lars, r tr .) used nlld dr:,rrip:.iun thereo f. 

(3 ) If the sigh ting occurred while air- horne, 
give t~·pc of nircrnf L, idrnWicntion nu mber, alti­
tude, hC'nding, speerl , nnd home stnlion. 

d Time and Date of Siohting : 

( 1) Zulu Lim r-dn tc grvup of sigh tin~. 

(2) Light conditions. (Usc onr> oi the follow­
ing terms: Night, dny , dnwn , du::;k .) 

c. J.or;ation of ()bserver(s). Give cxa('t, l:.t i­
tude and longitude of each ob~rn·cr, and/ or 
geographical position. In clcctric:;l report:!, give 
a position wit.h reference to n known landmark 
a lso, such as "2mi N of Deevillc"; "3mi SW of 
Blue Lake." Typographi cal errors or "garbling" 
often occur in electrica lly transmitted messages, 
making location plot8 d ifficult or impossible. 
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lor a.l.l:1os t two decades , t here ho.s been hi eh !mbl ic in t.er est in 

the r eported si bhti n3s or' many kinds o ... : cyste-ri ous ohject3 i n the 

.31{)'. These a2rial phcnm':lena have been callei.l ".L'lyincs sa.ncers 11 or 

11UnidentL.'ied li'lyinc3 Objects" ( Ul-"0 1 
::;) both in the public _.Jre n:::; nml 

in o::'fi ci al Jocunent.a.tion. 
. 

A :::;eries of s i ght ings early in 1966 caused renewed inte:cest in 

t he subject , and the · ~ecreta.ry of the Aii· iorcc was reques ted. Y to 

pr ovide in...:'or nation concerni n15 Air .;oorce activities in the area of 

reported UFO 1 s to the Arne ... i. Servi ces Cor.uai t t ee of t he U. 3 . House 

of l~epresent.a.tives . The essential element s of his report are included 

in this study , toget her with an historical :Jer specti ve and details 

regardi ng the development of repor t i ng and evaluat i on procedures 

for handling UFO sighting information • 
. 

• Public awareness of unusual f lying objects conmenced in 1947 , -
noH considered to be the beginnine of the ''modern er a " of sight ings , 

and has continued with periodic 11 \.Javes 11 of acti vity to the present . . 

Of the 10,147 cases investi gated Yby t he U. S. Air Force project 

established to analyze such reports , 9, 501 objects have been identi-

f i ed officially as bri ght stars and planets , comets and meteor s , 

satellites , balloons , aircraft , and other known causes . This s tudy 

i s concerne.d with those s i ghtings in which t he f lyinci object remained 

unident i f ied; i . e ., in which t he informat ion available to t he inves ti-

gators i s not adequate for analysi s , or for which the existing i nforma-

t i on suggests a hypothesis but the object or phenomenon explaini ng it 
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Exam(llc: 89 4fiN , 192 71W for 39 45N, 102 21W. 

f. I dentifyinu I 11 j1•rmation on Observer( s): 

( 1) ('. i\·ilinn-~amc, :~~c . m1~tling address, 
occupation, nnd cst illltLtc of rcliubility. 

(2 ) i\.lilitary--Numc, ~rnJr, org11niznlioll 1 

duty, and c~tim atc of rcliabi lit.y . 

g. Weather nnd Wind.~-Aloft Conditions at 
Time and Place of 8i(Jhti.tl(JS.' 

( 1) Ob:scrver(s) account of wcuther condi­
tions. 

(2) Hcport fron1 nearest A WS or U. S. 
Wcnthcr Bureau Office of wind di rection and 
velocity in degrees and knots at surface, 6,000', 
10,000', 16,000', 20,000', 30,000', 50,000', and 
80,000', if uvniluble. 

\3) Ceiling. 

( 4) Visih1lity. 

(5) Amount of cloud cover. 

(6) ThundcrsLorms in area und quadrant in 
which located. 

17) Vertical t(>mpcraturc g1·adient. 

h. Any other unusuaL acti1Jity or condition, 
lll<'tcorologiral, a&tronom•cal, or otherwise, which 
nught account for the sighting. 

1 • .InterceptiorL or tdent?fication action taken 
(such action is nuthorized whenever feasible, and 
in complintJCt: with existing o.ir defense direc­
tives). 

j. Location , npproximate altitude, and general 
direction of flight of any o.ir traffic or balloon 
release:; in the area. which might possibly account 
for the sighti ng. 

k Position titll.l nnd coutm eTlts of the prepar­
wg officf'r , including his preliminary anal ysis of 
the pcJ::;s1hle cause o{ the .sight.ing (a). (See para­
graph 16.1 

I. Ext.~tenr.e of phystcal evidence, such as ma­
~.crials and photographs. 

15. Negative or Inapplicable Data. Even though 
the souN:c do<'s not provide, ur an interviewer 
hns not tusked for specific informat.ion , do not usc 
t:,J ... ~~d .. "negative" or "unidentified" before 
cxhaustlnf! .... 1 l"r.-icnl leads to obtain the in forma­
tion outlined under parn~raph 14. For example, 
information on weather conditione in the area, 
:!s requested in paragraph l4g, is obtainable from 
the local mihtary or civilian weat-her facility. 
Use the phrase "not applicable (N/A) " only 
when the question does not apply to the particu­
lar sighting under investigation. 

• 
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}() . Comnwntl'i of Prf'i•urin~ OITu-er . Tne ]JJ.• ·­

p:. rillf4 ,,lfif't'l' w1:! JJI.L k1• 'L prcllnnr.:d'Y :.rr.t:y.,i:; 
und a <·ur nJr wllt on tl11 I" :-,ild<• •'atJ:-r ur id,·r,uty 
or till ' olJj!'( I. Ill' 1:-. J'( pur: "'h• lllhl t IH·I' "II J. a 

:;l.alt"l iH'III. .... uppur ung In:< t'O t• •rtH'lll. and an:dv~l"'. 
He wd l 111al,r <·verv cfforL to o!Jt: .in :wrlit>~·nt. 
item::; of inforiil~tli(,n and to 1.<·:-.t nil lHJ'~Ii lll: 
Jcacl!.i. Chi\•·•, :\l\1 ~ !JypOtiH:SI '~ ('\J!d'o· •nill~ l it(• 
idt>lll lly QJ' C!.'\j.J.LJloLlluli Of lla· :o;jgJ,:,lll)4 \~1'(' 
paragnq•h 5.1 Tl,<• pr,·parlll~ ,,ffi,·t r who r·t·(y:vt·s 

th<• re-port mit ially i::. Ill a mu~'i• IH'a•·•· posll inn 
to condltC'l an ''on- lh<•-spol" ~·n rn·y or 1<•110\\ '•P 
t.han "- llbscqut:tll lllVL'::. lihat:v<· ,lL': :-•H;JI• I and 
nnnly~ts, who muy br hr ro~rllt:" l I ·ron, Li)l' bi'Lf1, 

and ~vhv Jrlay nrri\'c too lld t to .,b:atlr viL:.I d:tw 
or t.lw rni:,:-;j,,g Jnl.urllll•ti.H• ne\:C;,~,.~ry lur firm 
con ch•~ i on~. 

l 7. Clu14~<i lirotiou. I >u •l'~ : l:Jo,;Jt'y r'·rort! lin­

less d ata n·qut·,.;tcc' :11 Jll•ra~J:.:11, 14 rup.ir<· rh.-si­
ficnt.IOn. Cla,:u ty :·vporls jJriu•.tr.iy U.1 prnt,ecL: 

o.. Nar111 'S ol ~;,),lrcPs rcpu;-l•nr; liFO'~ .,nd 
other princip:.l. in' ,,Jv..:cl. ,f ::r, •€(Jue:>ted by th ese 
persons or ronstderrd nt t'•'S$ury; 

b. lr1l.f'll1gr rli'L. invc~tl~l4l'vc, intcrcrrl. or ann· 
lyti<'n I :ncUwd-; or procedure·;;, 

c. Lucaliun oi mdar nud other ('l a~::.ificJ sncs, 
unit.s, and t"ouipment; 

d. Information on Cf'rtt.in typC>s. ch:ml<'tcris­
tirs, and capa.bilitir·~ of rlusslfied nir~' rair., mis­
sik!', or devices tlrRt may lH! ll1\ ol\'c<.l m tlH' 
sighting. 

18. Reporting Physical E,· ~clcnce. Rr;1ort, 
promptly the cxislcnrc of phy .. ical C\'id\;ltC(' 
!photogrnphic or mntcnaiJ. ),fnrk nll phyliicnl 
cvidC>nrc f,1rwnrr1Ni to the AFSC i'FTD) for tbc 
attentwn of TD-E, Aerial Phcnomcn11 Br1~nci1. 

u. Photographic 

11) Still Photographs. Forw:1rrl the ne~ativc 
and tw1 prints. T1tle th l.' print:; nnd. the lll'gnti\'c!'. 
or indicat(> the pluc(l, lime. and date oi the inci­
dent. 

(2) M nlion Pirtures. OJ win 1 he ori~innl 
film. Fxnmtnc 111<' film str1p ior appn ren~ cuts, 
nltera.tions, oblJ, ... ru ior1s, •>• dc. ••ct:-,. In t.hc re­
port. commc:n r. on nny Hl't'J!:ulant.il·:-, particularly 
those received from other thnu official sources. 

(3) 8upplemental Photugra].•l,ic l nfonna­
t£on. Nega.tivrs 1\nd pnnt:. oflcn arc in~;uffic icnt 
to provide <'CJ t!iin va lid dui.n 0r to permit. fi rm 
conclus ions. (See AFM 20(}-9- :.\ clnssif1cr! docu ­
ment rece1ving limitt•d ,li~tributior ) Infonr.3t..ic,n 
that will nid 1n plottlllg or in r:;timatmg dl:.­
tances, a.ppareut size nnd na~urC" of object, prob­
able velocity , and movcnwnt,"' inr lucles: 

-



• 

• 

• 
• 

(I\ ) Type nnd mnkc of camera, 
1bl Type, focal lcn~th, and make of Jenij, 
(r) nrnnrl nnci type of film, 
I ell tihuttrr sprl•d used, 
(e) T.rns opening used; that is, " f" stop, 
(f) Fillt•r:s used, 
(~ ) \\'ns tripod or sol id stand used. 
(h) Wns "panning:" used, 
\i) F:xnct di rection ramera was pointin~ 

with n·lntion to true north. and its angle wit h 
n·~JH'<'l to thr J!round. 

( 4 ) Other ramera Onta. If supplemental 
informnt.ion i11 unobt11innblr, the minimum cam­
era dt\Ln r<'quircd nrc the t.ypc of camera, and 
the smnll<'st and lnr,:;est " f" stop and shutter-
8JH'<'cl n•ndings of the camera. 

(.'5) Rarlar. Forward two copies of each still­
l'Hme.·n photographic print. Title radarscope 
phot0grnphic prints in nrcordance wit h AFR 

DY ORDER OF T HE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FoRcE: 

OfFICIAL : 

H . . i . PUGH 
Colonel, USA F 
Director of Administrative Services 

7 

AFR 200-2 

95-7. Classi fy rurinrsropc photographs in nrrorcl­
ancc with Section XII , AFR 205-1 , 10 .Junr 1Qfi0. 

NOTE: If possible, develop photo~rnphir fi lm 
bC'fore forwnrrlmg. Mark nny undrv<·lop<'d fi lm 
conspicuously to inclieate thi:. fact , to n void d(·­
struction by exposurr during examinatiCJ II!) l ' n 

route through mail rhanncls to finn) ncldrc:-:-.c•r.s. 

b. Material. Ench Air Forrc echelon rrrci\' in~ 
suspected or nct.unl UFO mntcrinl wil l s:d< ·~u h rcl 
it in a manner to prevent any defacing o:- a l ft·:a­
tions which rni~ht reduce i t~ value for intelli­
gence examination nnd nnaly!'is. 

c. Photograph:;, M otion Pir.lllres, anrl .V eau­
tive.<; Submitted by I ndivirltu1ls. Individual~ oft(:n 
submit photogl'aphic nnd motion pirLure ma­
terial as part of their UFO reports. All ori~i n al 
mntt'rial l:!lthmittcd wi ll be returnNl t.o the i:"'cli­
vidual a fte r completion of necessary sLudics, 
analyses, and dupl\cation by the Air Force. 

C'liRTlS E. LeMAY 
Chief of Staff 

' 

tl " · •. ••••••••• , .......... ,., . . ... . 
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U.S. AIR FORCE TECHI-41CAL INFORMATION 

Thi s questionnaire has been prepared so that you can g ive the U.S. Ai r Force as much 
informati on as poss ibl e concerning t he un ident if ie d aer ial phenomenon that you have obse rved. 
P lease try to answer as many quest ions as you possib ly con. Tho information that you give will 
bo used for research purposes. Your name wil l not be used in connection with a ny s t a tements , 
conclusions, or pu b l:c.ot ion s w ithout your perm iuion. Wo reque st this pe rsonal information so 
that if it is deemed nece !> sory, we may contact you for further deta ils. 

l. When did you see thtt object? 2. Time of day : ------

Day Month Year 

3. Time Zone: 
(Circl e One): a. t:astern 

b. Central 
c. Mounta in 
d. P acific 
e. Ot her 

4. Where were you when you saw the object ? 

Neare st Postal Addre aa 

Hour Ml nute s 

(Ci rcle One ): A.M. P.M. 

(Circle One): a . Dayl ight Saving 
b. Standard 

• 

City or Town State or County 

1- · How long wa s object in sight? 
. 

(Tota l Duration) 
Hour a Minute• Second a 

o. Certa in c. Not very s ure 

b. Fa irly certa in d. Just a guess . . . 
5. 1 How was time in s ight determined? 

. 
5.2 Was object in sight c ont inuous ly? Yes No 

6. What was the cond ition of tho sky ? . 

DAY NIGHT 
a. Br ight a . Br ight 
b. C loudy b. Cloudy 

7. IF you saw the obje c t during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located a s you looke d at the object? 

( Circle One ): a . In fron t of you • d. To your left 
b. In back of yoo o. Overhead 

• c • To your r ight f. Don't remember . . 

FO RM 
FTD OCT 62 164 

• Reproduced by L~brary of Congress, 
T h l e form eupereedee FTD 164, Jul 61, whlch te ob•olete. 

Legislative Reference Service 
May_l 966 

- - - · 

I 

I 
• 

. 

. 
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Poge 2 

8. IF you sow the ob,e c t at Nll;HT, what did you notice co-cf'rntng the 5TARS and MOON? • 
' 
l 
l 

8.1 STARS (Circle Ore ): 8.2 M00:'-4 ( C i rc/e One ) : 

a. Non., o. Bright moanl ight 

b. A few b. Dull monnl ight 

c. Many c. No moC'Inligh t - p itch dark 

. 

I 
d. Don't remf'mber d. Don't remember 

- ----------------------- -----------·- - ·-·--------

I 
• ' • 

9. What were the wenther :- D"dit inns ot the time you sow .._., object? 

CLOUDS (Circle O·ud: WEATH F.~ (Ctrclc Onr. ): 

o, Clear slcv a . Dry 

b. Hazy b. Fo;J, ..,i :;t, or I ight r::J in 

I c. Scattered cloud~ c. Mod~rfJt~ or heavy ra tn 

I d. Thick or heavy cl.,uds d. Snow 
· e. Don'! r~..,~'"ber 

1--------------·--------·---------------------------------------------------- ---- ---
1 10. The object oooeored: fCirde On~): 

------------------
. 

! 
I • 

I 
! 

a. Sol id d. A!ll a light 
b. T ran sporent e, Don 1t remember 
c. Vapor 

11. If it appeared os a iigh•, was it briflht•r t+ton the brightes t !'tau? (Circle One): 

a. Bright,., c. Aaout the sa.,~ 

b. Dimmer d. Don't lcnow 

11.1 Compare brightn .. u to aCJfM eof'ftMOft .-;.ct: 
______________ ______________ ._ _____________ ________________________________________ _ 

1.---------------------------------------------------------
; 12. The edges of the ob if'Ct were: 
I 

I 
I 

13. 

(Circle Or1e ): a . 
b. 

F uny or b 1-urred 
L ; :., ... •· br iyht stor 

c. ~orply outl ined 
d. C:lr'• retMtMbwr 

Did the object: 

o. Appear to stnnd s t ill nt nny ti"'f!? 
b. Suddenly soeed UD and rwsh owoy ·at any time? 
c. Break uo into DCYI"fs .,.. e'lfD lode'' 
d . Give nff :o;Moi.ft., 

e. Change brtg!'\t.,-u? 

f. Change shape? 
. g. Flash or flick•~' 
h. Disapoear or.d r-"Oj:)Decr? 

• 
• 

c. ~., ------------------------------------
' 

(Circle One f'or each Quest ion} 

y,.s No Don't know 
. r~ No Don't know 
'f rs No Don't know 
v .. s • No Oo., 't know 

Yes No Don't know 

Ytts No Don't know 
(~5 No Don't know 
Yes No Don't know 

. 
I 

I 

I , 
I 

! 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

l 
' 
' 

I 

. ~ 



• 

• 
Poqe 6 

• 
30. Hove you ever se~n "•s, oro similar object before. If so give dote or dotes and location. I 

- --------- - ------·-------· _ .. ... - ----------- -·- ·--- -·- .. ---· -·- .! 
31. fVO'!t. anyone else wtth you a t the ti me you sow the object? (Circle One) Yes No 

31.1 IF you ans wered YES, did they see the ob1ect too? (Ctrcle 'One) Yes No 
I 

31 .2 Please ltsf t heir name s and addresses: 

32. Plocae g1ve the following tnformotion about yourself: 

NAME - I Lost Nom• First Nome Mtddle Nome 
I 

ADD.~ESS ---- - -- I 
Str•et City Zono~ S I OTL 

TELEP!-iONE NUMBER ·------- AGE SEX -----

Indicate any additia~al informotion about yourself, including any &peciol experi.,rece, whic h rntght be ;>ertmenr • 

• 

33. Whe n and to wl-om did you report that you had N'tn the obj~ct? 

Day Month Year 

-
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Page 5 

27. In the fol lowing sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an "A 
11 

on the curved I in• to show how 

hi gh the object was above the hori1on (sky l ine) when you first saw it. P lace a "B" on the some curved l ine to 

s how how high the ob je ct was above the hori1on (skyline} when you lost sow it. Place on "A" on the compou 

when you first sow it. Place a "B" on the compass where you last aaw the object . 

(.'\ 0 0 .., 7"'• 
i'l:-----~oJ::._ 

1) /\ 
'Yl 1

1 
I 15. 

. • I 
/ -"'\ ,, 
\ . 

. ~ 

,-· . oe 

I 

I 

l 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
l 

1 __________________________________________ ~--------------------------------------------------~ 

I 
\ 28. Orow o p icture that wil l show the mot ion that the object or objects modo, Place on "A" at the beginn ing of the 
• 
' 

' I 

• . 

l 
I 

I 

path, o " B" a t the end of the path, a nd ~l.v .. .:.ny changes in d irect ion during the course • 

• 

29. IF the re was MORE THAN ONE object, then how mony were there? ------------

Draw a picture of how they were arranged, and put an arrow to show the d irection that they were travel ing. 

• 

I 

' ' • • 
I 

I . 
I 
l 
• 

' 

I • . 
I 

I 
• 
• \ 

l 
i 
I 
I 
• 
l 
I 

• 
I 
I 

I 
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20. Do you th•nk yov con timot tho speeJ of tho obt flct? 

(Circ I One } v • No 

IF you on~wercd YES, then whoh speed would you e~t i mote? ----------

21. Do you th mk you can t imat how far owoy from ycu the object wa s? 

(C ~rei On ) No 

IF y c>u answer d Y c:s th n ho ( r away would you soy 1 was? - -----·- ----

I 22. Whero were ') 011 located when you sow tho obtect? 

(C ire le One): 

23. w,re you ( c trC b One) 

I • 
I 

I 

' 

' 

• ( 

o. Inside a build1ng 

b. In o cor 

c. Outdoor 5 

d. ln on a 1rpione 

• At 1eo 

f Oth r __ 

a. In the busmess section of a city? 

b. In the residenrial s c .. •on of o c i ty? 

c. In open country s 1de? 

d. tJcor an 01rf ld? 

e. F I y 1n g ov a c 1 y ? 
f. Flying ove pen cou try? 

g. Other 

24. IF you wer MOVINv I~ A AUTOMOBILE or other v hicltJ ot the tim , th n complete the ollowcng quo n 

24.1 What dtreCfiOn w~r you tnovmg? (Circlo One) 

a. North c . East e. South 

b. North ast d . Southea t f. Southwest 

24.2 How fast wcr you mov•ng? _ _In I per hour. 

4.3 D1d you top tan n1 o you wer 00 ing at the obicct? 

I 0 y 0 

••• . ·-
• r-. tt ob han f t1 follcw n ' 

b. Eyegl e Bn cular.., e 

b. Sun glass s T p Ye 
ind h 1 d g. Theodoltto Ye. 

• Wmdow glo N h. Other 

26. In order tha1 1 n ,·" r~ aa. clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe 

her plac d up in the sky, wQuSd give the same appearanct:~ o · teet or ob,ects wh 1ch, 

• 

g . West 

h. Northwest 

-

0 

0 

"' 

yo wn words a co mon 

s the ob1ect wh 1ch you sow. 

~--------------------------~--------------------------~~·-m·-••-••-· --=-----~-------·-----·~-Y~~--·-· •--·~------------~-- r-----··~1 
• 

•• .,. 
• 

• 
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14. Did the ob,ect disappear whde you were watching it? If so, how? ' I 

• 

i 
• 

----~------------------------- --- ------------------------------------- ---------------------------------1 I 

I : 
15. Did t he obtect move beh ind something ot any t inte, particularly a cloud? 

• 
I 

I 

I 

( C 1 rciP. One): 

tt moved behind: -- - . .. .. 

No Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then te ll wh a t 
j 

·- ·------------------------------------------ • ------------------
• 

1 ------ ---.- -. . . . . ---·-·-- - ----------------------- -------------, 
~------·----------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------~ 
• 

• I 
1 16. Did the object move in front of something at any time, particu larly a cloud? 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

• 
• 
• 

I 
• 

Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then te l l who (Circle One): Yes No • 
I 

I 

en front of. _ __ -----· ... _ . -------------------·---- --- - ------------·- - ·---- -- t 
I 

I 

-·-------·-------· - - - ---- --- ----- ------------------ .. ----------- -----------~ 
i ----- - --------------- --------- ------....,---------------------------------

I 

• 
• • 
• 
I 
I 
I 

l 
I 

! 

i7 . Tell in a fe w words the following th ings a bout the object : 
I 
I 

• 

o. Sound --------------·------------------------------------------------------------------------·--·J 
b . Co I or --------

I 
I 
• 
< -------- ----------------------------------------------- ----·------------, • 

• ·---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
I 

I 
I 

I 
• • , 
I 
• 
I 
• 
I 
• 

I 
I 
• 

I 

• 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
• 
• 
~ 

f 
l 
I 
I 
I 
• 

l 

18. We wish to know the angula r size. Hold a match st ick at arm's length in line w ith a known ob1ec T and note how ! 
much of the ob1ect is covered by the head of the match. If you had performed this experiment ot the t ime of the I 

19. 

I 

s 1ghting, how muc h of the ob ject would hove been covered by the match head? ; 

• 

• 

Draw a p ictu re that w ill show the shape of the ob ject or' objects. Label and ir.<:lude in your sketch any detai ls 

of the object that you sow such os wings, protrusions, etc. , and e~pec ially exhaust trai Is or vapor tra i Is. 

Place an arrow beside the draw ing to show the direction the ob ject was moving • 

' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

! 
I 
I , 
• 

I . 
• 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

• 
I 
I 
• 

i 
• . 
I 
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3~. Date you completed th i s quest ionna ire : l 
1 De, Meftth Yeer l 
~ -----.. ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
' I 

! 35. Information which you f .. l pertinent and wh ich is not adequately covered in the spec i f ic points of the 
• 
• 

• 
I 
• 

0 

• • 0 

0 • 

J 

I 
' ( 
I 
• 

I 
I 
I 
• 
• 
• , 
i 

' 
I 

• 

' r 
f 

• • 

~ 

t 
• 

questionnaire or a norrative exploMtio" of your sighting • 

• 

• 

• 

' 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• • 
' 

0 

• 

• 

• 

• I 

l • 

( 
J 
J 

I 

I 
• : 
' • 
I 
I 

i 
• 
I 

l 
f 

' • 
I 

' ' • • 
I 
I 
• 
I 
• • 

I 

~--------------------------------------------------------------~· • 

• 

• 
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APP~DIX C -- BIOGRAPHIC AL INFO RMAT ION 

u 

Dr . Joseph Allen HiN2K . Ph . D. in astro~hysics from the University 
of Chica~0 . Di rector of De3rborn Ohsurvatory, ann ChRir~3n of 
~he Department of Astronomy , NorthYe st ern Univer sity , Evanston , 
Illinoi s. Cvnsultant t o t he Air For ce since 1~4£ on the prohlem 
of Unldent1fied Flying Ohjec t pl1enomena. 

* 
Dr . Donal d Ho\Jar d MeNZ~. Ph.D. in astrophysic s from Princ~ton 

Uni ver sny . Di r 'Jc t or of the Har·rard Ohscrvntory anA Professor 
of As t rono:ny, ann r'aine Pr ofessor o1' l:> r'lct ic9.l As t r onomy . 
Consultant t.n the Air Force on Uii'Q cases involving Sun Dogs and 
Pur helia 

Dr . Charles Pollard OLIVISR. Ph . D. in a~tronomy from Vanoerhilt 
Un~ versi tJ . f o rmerly Director of Flo\Jer Observato ry nnrl Pro­
fessor , Univ~rsity o f Pennsylvania, r'res inent, American Met eor 
Society , 

ii:-iward J . RIJPP~LT (;:>eceased) Forme"'ly head of Pr o ject Blue Book , 
Aerial Phenomena Branch , Fore:~rn Technology Division , Air Force 
Systems Command , Wright- Patterson Ai r Force Base , Dayton , Ohi o . 
Research enpineer f or Northrop Aircr aft Company . 

* 
Dr. Car l SAGAN . Ph.D. in astronomy and astrophysics from the 

Uni ver sity of Chicago. Depart ment of As tronomy , Harvard Univer­
sity , and Smithsonian Ast r ophysical Observatory, Cambridge , 
Massachuse t ts . Membe r of the panel on ext r a t errestrial life , 
U. S. Ai r Fo r ce and Nat ional Research Counci l. 

Lawrence J . TACKZR. Fo r merly Lt . Col. USAF. Chi ef of Magazine and 
Book Branch

1 
Of fice of Information , Office of Secretary of the 

A1r Force . 

Jacques VALLEE. 
mathematics 

Born and educated in France . 
and a s tronomy . Consultant on 

University 
NASA "Mars 

degree in 
Map" pr o j ect. 

* Biop,raohical data from American M~n of Science , edit ed by Jacque s 
Cattell . Tempe , Arizona: Jacque s Cattell Press , l Oth edition , 
1960 pp 1039 , 2742 , 3030, 3516 • 

• 

I 
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SUJ.J.iA.:.l.Y 

lor a.ll:1ost two decades , there ha.s been high !1ublic in t:,erest i n 

the r eported si bhtin.:;s or' mnny kinds o .. .' r,vrst.erious obj ect3 in the 

3lcy, rhese 8.3ri3.1 phcnonena ha.ve been calleu 11 f l yina sancers 11 or 

11UnidentL :'ied /lyin0 Objects " (Uiv 's) both i n t he public press and 

in o:'f i ci al Jocunentn.tion , 

A series of s i ght ings earl y in 1966 caused renewed int e:cest i n 

t he subject , and the · 3ecreta:cy of the Ai:i· .lorcc was requcste1 Y to 

pr ovi de in..:'o1·na. t ion concerninG Air ....... orce acti vities in t he area of 

reported UFO's to the ArneJ. Services Cor.rrnittee of t he U. S. House 

of Hepresent ati ves . The essenti al elements of his repor t are included 

in t his study, together with an hi storical ?erspective and details 

regarding the development of repor ting and evaluation procedures 

f or handl i ng UFO sight ing information • 
. 

Public awar eness of unusual f lying objects conmenced in 1947 , 

no\-! considered to be the beginning of the ''modern er a " of si ghtings , 

and has continued wi t h periodic 11\.Javes" of activi ty to the present . 

Of the 10 , 147 cases investi gated Y by t he U. S. Air Force pro ject 

established to analyze such reports , 9 , 501 obj ects have been identi-

f ied officially as bright stars and planets , comets and meteors , 

satellites , balloons , aircraft, and other known causes . This study 

i s concerne.d with t hose si ghtings in which t he f lyin3 object remained 

unident i f ied; i . e ., in which the information available to t he investi -

gator s i s not adequate for analysi s , or f or which the exis ting informa-

tion suggests a hypothesi s but the object or phenomenon explaining i t 
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A!Pc:NDIX D 

UNID~TIFI8D FLtiNG OBJ3CTS: SELECT~D BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Dav~dson Leon . Flylng saQ~er3 ; an a~alysis of the A1r Force project 
blue book spec1al report r.o n 14 ~ W1~h an appendix consisting of 

' 

a photo-offse~ copy of the full text of the Air Force project blue 
book spec::.al report no . l L. .. dated May 5, 1955 and some of the im­
por~ant ~ables and f1g~res from that report . Wh1te Plains 1 N. Y., 
1956. 83 p . 

Hall ,, Richard H,. , ed . The Ui-"'0 evlcier1Ce (Qnidentified fly:..ng objects) . 
Washington~ D, C., Natior.a~. Invest1gation.s Committee on Aerial 
Phenomena (NICA?) _. MaJr 1964 . 181~ p . 

Jung , Carl Gustav . Fly1ng sa~eers ? a modern myth of ~hings seen in the 
skies . New York, Harcourt ~ Brace 1 and Co . , 1959. 186 p. 

Keyhoe, Donald Edward . Flying saucers : top secret u New tork, Putnam, 
1960. 283 p . 
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cannot be proven to have been present or taken place at the recorded 

t ime o; the sighting. 

Late in 1947 , the Department of the Air lorce was designated as 

the official nechanisn of the United States Government for investi-

gating and evaluating reports on unexplained flying objects and of 

determining any latent threat to the no.tional security . The organiza-

tion then established , known for many years as Project Blue Book , is 

charged with moni toring, investigating , documenting and evaluating 

alleged UFO si ghti ngs within the continental United States. 

I n addi t ion to Air ?orce in- house effor ts to document and 

analyze the broad spectrum of sightings , special non- government con-

sultant panels periodically have been formed to review investigatory 

procedures and f indings of the best docunented UFO cases . Also , an 

industrial consultant f irn was directed to conduct an exhaustive 

examjnat i on of the procedur es adopted for reducing si ghting data to 

a r'orn useable in l ater s tatistical manipulati on and graphic depicti on. 

The published findings of the study efforts , both by t he Air 

li'orce and independent consultants , contain five major points : 

1 . UFO's do not pose a threat to the nation ; 

2 . UFO's do not represent developments or pr inciples 
beyond present- day scientif i c knowledge; 

3. There i s no evidence of extraterrestrial vehicles 
under the cont rol of an i ntelligent being; 

4. There i s no evidence of physi cal mat ·~er left behi nd 
by a repor ted UFO ; 

5. Some small fraction of total sightirigs remain 
"unident i f ied." 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Today, numerous unofficial organizations exist which collect informa-

tion and publish news on UFO s ight i ngs . Many of these groups allege that 

the Air .r"'orce i s not revealing all of the t ruth about unidentified flyi ng 

objects . No evidence of such concealment has been developed . However, 

to str engthen its investi gatory capabilit y, the Air For ce has announced 

that a new "blue ribbon" panel of scientists has been appointed to con-

duct an independent , comprehensive study of data pertaining to s i gh1;.ings 

that so far have been ·denoted as "Unidentified." 

• 

' 

• 

• 
• 
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INTRODUCTION 

• 

Shortly after the end of the Second World War, the inhabitants 

of various countries reported observing unusual aerial phenomena. The 

· news media publicized many of these sightings -- including opinions as 

t o their possible extraterrestrial origin - - and a high degree of 

public interest developed . Although numerous reports of unexplained 
21 

flying objects were reported throughout Europe in 1946, attention in 

the Unit ed States was focused on the subject as the result of businessman 

Kenneth Arnold ~ flying his p~vate plane on June 24, 1947, reporting 
£J 

that he ·had ~en "a chainlike formation of disc-shaped objects" near 

Mount Raini~r, Washington~ Due to the wide circulation of this story, 

and the use of the descriptive phrase "flying saucers" , nationwide 

interest qu±ekly developed and was sustained by numerous other alleged 

sightings of unidentified flying objects. 

"Unidentified flying obj ects ," the terms used in all official and 

most popular references to the subject today, are defined by the United 

States Air Force as nany aerial 
jJ 

object which the observer is unable t o 

identify. " Dr. Car l Sagan of the Department of Astronomy, Harvard 

University, pr efers to consider "UFO" as a "generic term for atmospheric 
• 

phenomena~ detected visually or by radar, of a nature not immediately 
§/ 

under stood • .w 

THE UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJEC'I' 

It i s not possible to state that there is a "typical" UFO but, as 

discu~~ed later~ such aerial phenomena may be separated into several 

categories . The numerous reports on sighti~gs , which number more than 

. -



• • 
• • • 

• • 

• 

L .. L~-

11'", 0\•0 in t.he Un lled St-,a t.es aLme [o r t 1w ;:>er:oci J..91.7 through 196 5, 

have beer, ~es .: r :!. bel1 by Dr . Dmw.~d li M8n 7ni D:r8~t.o r of the Harva r d 

Un1vers itv 
w Observat ory, a s ·1 a het.eroeer.r~ous c.:·~· i l f'l~ t lon of f acts , 

7 / 
oo- u 

f'icti ::>n 1 and gue sse s ~ 
It The A. l. r ·~ r .· .• r~e • 

Hlu.l ca't ~ .s that r eports of 

unfamiliar ObJ'3C t S in the sky have bcf3n rn ·~ ·~ e by a wi ct a range 0 f 

observars : nu l J.t.ar y and c~v l. l 'l. an In:wts .. am11.t:•~ur ast. ronome rs , house-

w1ve s~ etc . 

Qesc,riP'C10n gJ Various TypeJL9l __ l}r"'O s 

DAscriptions of U FDs c f ten a rf3 i nadequa.r:.e fo r subsequent explana-

'tlon ~ue t o t he condit1ons ~nder wh1ch ~he sight i ng was made~ the 

qual i ficat i ons of t he observer. or tt1e dJffi~ulty of translating the 

elements of the s 1ghting intc me:ar.l.ng.f\ .!1 terms ~ Basic descripti ve 

data usually are: expressed in these categories (with e xamples ): 

Shape (cigar : propellerJ a ircraft . ~isc) 
Size (varies wiaely) 
Color ( red , g~e:enj white ~ e tc ) 
M:)ti on (hovenr.g ) supersonic !' vP-rtJ cul t z.igzag) 
t1eans of pr opulsic.1 (u11known - · fJ. am.::..ng e xha11s t or 

none; var1 ous nc1.ses o r s :Jent) 
I ncidence (day o r night. , s~ldorr. 0ver water or 

touchi ng t he eart.h) 
Structure (unknown . apparently sol.td t o "invisible" ) · 
Purpos e (unknown) §/ 

:J,'renc:E in U 1<0 Ac t,j. vi ty 

Experience der~ ved from nearly t wcr_":.:I years (pos t -1947) of UFD 

sighting a~'t~vi'ty 1nd1cate s that acti v1 t.y may bA re ported in "waves" 

of observations , somet1mes i n a locali ~ec area . The activity in Europe 

1~ 1946 , in th~ United States in 19 52, ar.~ the high number of sightings 

in 1957 after the la·~ching of Sputn~k reflect suer. pa~rns (see Figure 1) . 

In the aftermath of the Sputnik I launchi ng in October of 1957 , official 

• 

• 


