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Investigation of UFO R eported Landing on 24 March 1967 

• • • 

Dr. Condon · 
University of Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

1. At approximately 2100 hours on the night of 24 March 1967. a truck 
driver by the of Laurel~ Montana was pro-
ceeding Northwest on U.S. Highways -89 to Great Falls. ,Nhen~ 

• • 

approximately Z mii~s Sout~east of the turn-off to Belt, Montana, he 
• • 

claimed he saw a'buge dome shaped object, emitting an intense bright 

• 

... 

• • 

· light" land in. a :ravine .approximately 11/Z miles s:»uth of the highway. 
• • 

Mr.··· rke~ his truck and approached the object. As. he-
. 

appr d, tm,· object lifted off. the. gro,md only to settle back i~ a 
-• raviile hidden~ 'from the highway by -a ridge. Mr flagged· - · . . 

doWn.a passing motorist· (M G lls) and requested . :: 

• 

• • 

.. 

.-~· 

. that the Sheriff' s ·· office be, no.ti ~d. .-: This was done by Mr d. : . "· ·: 
·. a liighway patrolman was .dispatched to the scene. (Mr. Bud Nader). . .. '· 

• • 
• 

Mr .. .' Nader reported that upon ·reaching the scene he obse.,.~• 
lig~ emina~ng from the area that the truck driver, Mr. 

• 

claimed the·: object had landed the second time. The ravine where the 
• • 

object. was claimed to be located was-extremely s~ep and rOc~-- and not • 

accessible to:the highway patrol. Further numbers of officers -Were 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

• 

... • 
• ., . ~sj;atched f~OIJI> the Sheriff's" Office , of Cascade County. ·.. . .. . 

• • ..J • .. \ .. .• l - -:. . • .. ~· · J • 
~ .._ • • -· • •• ~ .. ' l-". . .. - . - • ..' 't.. • .. .. ·· - · · "' .... , . * • 

• 

-
,. .... .... ... • • 4 • • • • .... • ,. " • - • ~ ,·. t .,. • .. 

.. .. . ... · "' . . ,. .. . • .... - t . J•· 
• • - 4 • ..t" ' ' "· • ..., .- • ' " • " ., • • • .. - .. - • .a • .. • • • 

.. ·' • • • • ... .. t.• •• ,. .. • .. \" • ._ , . .. .. • • • .. ~ J- . .. ' • . . z .:·:.~ ... -Numera,:~a~pe;rta . re :being received by the dispatcher at:: Base ... · · .. . t 
... • • .. • • • • • • 0 • ... ,.-- .,. .. 

Opezations, .. plus questions from tbe public •. A.t .-2205.; Lt Col _Lewis : · ~; .: . . "' . 
D. '~Cnase, _._ &lae(UFO Inye.stigating 9ffic~r, was -notified by the- Con1mand · < · 

•• • • ~ .. 0 • 0 

Post-of the · Te}!Q~ted landi*g. Sequence · of events folloWing the-notifica-. ·:· . . .! ~-
' tion...were ·as ·follows: · ::: ···;.=_ . .. · : . . .... /~ . · . . .. .:;.·.: 

... "- . . .. . 

• 

• 

• r .. .. .. , • • • • .. 
• . . • . ' . . 

· 2Zl5 - Check was made. with Base Operations as to aircraft move-

• • 

• 

• • • 

• -•• 
~ , ... 

• • -• 

. 2230 -
, 

• • • . ~ 
• 

• 
• 

• -
• • 

• 

ment in the area. An outbO\U:?.d transient aircraft departed 
G~eat Fall~ en~oute to Glasgow. Montana. Departure time 
wa• Zl09. All other aircraft were accounted !or . 

• • 

• 
-• 

• 

Discussion with the Sheri££ of Cascade County r e v ealed t h!.t 
he had dispatched a dditional deputies t:> the are a . ~equeste d 
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• 

. ., 

that he notily me of any ai gni.ficant findings. While talldng to 
the s heriff. he c ontacted one of hi• m obil e unit1. T!~e man 
reporting said thac they were at the scene and that there was 
no activity at the time. Requested the sheriff to for'\v~rd a ny 
subsequent developments . 

• 

2330 - I called the SheriU of Cascade County for a status report. He 
. put one of· his deputies on the line (Ziener?) who had been at 

. - r. the SC8Mt had interviewed the truck driver and hig hway 
• 

patrolman.. While on the phone, Sheri!£ Martin from Belt, 
· ~ton .. called in from the scene. He discu3sed the nossi-

• • ' A 

..... ·. bility of mAnpower aaaistance from ~talmstrom and/ or 
· · ~ : helicopter support • . Informed him that daylight would be the 

.. \ ... 
.. ~ ;• .. " · first poaaible helicopter support and that I 'Nould di!cuss the 

.. w. • • • • 

· · .. ~ other -· r reque•t with Colonel Kllbbe • . - . . . .. . ., .. . .. .. . . . . ' . 
• ' 0 ,. i"': • • .J/1 • 

' • ~¥ • ' - • ~ 4 .. • , :T ... , • 
• • • ... ~ • ... ..... • 0 

~ .... (._ ... . ... ~ , ,. . 
Z34S~::.._~ .. Discu•aloii 'with C~ . 1 Klibbe.: He suggested that I go out 

.. .. . 

• 
• • 

• 

I 

• 

. ·• 

• 

• 

' . . . 
• • ... -• 

_ ...... - .~L~-)~~ • , .. · the aitu&tiOD make my reeonunendationa .~- · ·· .. ~ . -::; . . ... .. --,.,._ ,,.., ... f , ~~ . .... . . ::~ .,: ... .. ; .. . . ....._ .,..~ 

. · ~ . ·:. ·:.-·~~ :·:· rom tuw.~~~ ... - _ . ·- ·, ·: .. -., · .. ·: - . · " ~ . · . . : .: : .. · . :.. · · 
f · ..,- o .J/o'\ .. • •.., • o •" • • o IOL• - • ~ 

~
.... ... . . . ... .. ... .. ~ .,. .... ., ' 

"\ • • .. .. :- . ~, , . • .. , • • f • ' • • 0 •• ~ . .,.... • • .. • • ' ( .,_ 

.. .. .. ..r- • 0 . \i P' • ·~ • • , • • 0 • • • • • 

• ( • • • o P ...,. '1 •'I • • 'll • • • • # • • , • .~ • •• • • 0 ~ • • • • • 

I "" • • • ... . . . . .. .• ~ • • 
• ' • 0 t . • ..... - • • • • ' 

003~'li~~·:;Departed the~ baae· in:a radio equipped station wagon accompanied · · . 
· · ·K~:._;~;; .. ~;~:_~by MaJO~· J'ohn Gra.ae·r -of the Helicopter Section, for an evalu- · . ;;/ .: 

• ,_ • .. ~, • • ,_,, _.. • • ' " • I II& • 

.. '· ·."·~<-:-:··ation ·'!I ~he· _terrain for ·any poa~ible helicopter survey at daylight·, · ~-..... (" ... ~ . ·· --., .... . .. . · ~·r·. ·.v·~'!-~ · . .. a drive.~ ~ the ale 11· ph~tographe r. .. . .. .:. . ~. ~ · 
• .. J ..... ~ ~---..,..·' ~ ' .• .. ,, . . • r .: •. • ~ - .·- .... • • ... .... ,... .. '• .. • • ·Ti-· r ' ··~ ~ .. ... ._ "' ... ,.. . .... , . . .. . . . .. - .. ... . 

.... . ~ I I ,_..o1f1 \. o_. ' .... ole <I ... , o • # .. 
• • .. 1.. ,. '" • _, ·.. • • "' • ~ • • " . . .. 

0100 ., ·; 7-w Arrived-' -at~~the •eene~:- .Was met by Sherif! Martin, who repeated :--:~; .. - .. 
.. .. .,,!:.. , ' . . . 't~o • ... ~ • • • 

. :·-· :..:- ·· ~~:· the .prev.toua. reports. : He had been on the scene conttnuoualy. -.. ; ::.: . ~ · .:· 
. ! ... ~ ..... ... ... . •• - .. , ...... ~ 't, 

. ....... . ~ .. .... .. ,........ Jl 

. :!, - ~~;\:. :·.A atudy~.ol the· terrainl2'evealed the hopelessness of any ground·· . . --.:~~~~>-:·. · 
... • A'~,........ '·. • • . -. ff ,. - "" .. '" ~ ..._ •# 

. · .. ".. · · .. {;~t~-:~~urvey_ .. ~ .Jdgbt~ ·. A ~n~tive ))lan··~wa• ag~eed upon - the aberif.f' • ·:.".· t~-:" ; 
· · .· -:~:-:·~~:.~·-~;o~ . ~~·~o_rduct a ground aearc~ o~.the ported landing area __ ~n ~ . ·-~ 

.- •· •• ~ .,.._._ .... ,. ..... _ . ,. .A • f 25 ... , ___ ..... 19' 7 . 'L.lt- tl bell ~ 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• • • 
• 

• 
• 

. · ~ -~~ .. ~ ~}: ~ iilOI''uDg. o ~en- · o , .. ~m~ concurren y a C-r-•r ~ · ... :-.. , .. · 
· . · ·, ... ~~~ff;.ur~ 1~- -~: the ,_ana· woUld be pe ~ ·. . d by M~lzn~t r otn..· · ~ (It · :~·- · ·~.}$,~ ~ 

... :·-'::;. ..:., -.-.:. ~~f}~be-en·:~~i:t~d -by ..... ·c,z. .. oraa_se'r :'·· . ·.a heH'copter training:- :flight' · · =.~:·:7·~ ~-. 
. ~·~i;.:t:~. was . •·c~~·~~-~ ~or., 073~· Saturday. ~~~sing. This procedUre waa :·" =~· ·: . • 

• 
• 

• 
• • • • 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

·p.:-};. '-~- later by ~~th ~. provi~_d ·no landing was made) •. ~ .. · .... : -· .- ,.. 
:~ -~:; ~:: Sheriff Mutm intended. to continue \vatch of the area. Sight- ~:- .: ;,, : 

• • I fo _, • 

·· .. ~;·~~:. aeera ·were in' the area due to radio publicity and Martin reported . · · • 
· 'I ; ,;.. »" • • .., ... 

· ."'\t· - that aome had gone on the ridges ·before he could stop them. ' _ · . ... , .-:: · - . .. . .... .,: "' ... .... ~ .. .. . . . ·-
.. t • .., f ' I t ~ " • t ~ • • . . . . . '· .. ' . . 

-~ ; ... ~ -
0215 ' · ~~· - -- · Reported~to· Colonel!dibbe the tentative plan agreed upon with .. 

2 

•• 

.. ·. Sheri!! Martin. Ha approved. · · 
•<, • .. ,, . . . 
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. 0230 - Numerou• !li ghting3 r'! po-rt4!d. 
to 

' 

• 

0340 

0350 

• 
• .. 
• 

• 

• 

• t 

• • • 

. ' - . . 

• 

• . . . . .,_.. ... . ,. . . . 
• . 

, ·osoo-
r. # -..--, . 

- Diacuaaed the maM-up of a message with Captain Bradshaw, 
\Ving Command Post, IA\V AFR 80-17, to notify c oncerned 
agencie•, including CSAF, of numerous sightingg. plus the 
reported landing under investigation. vVas concerned "vi:h 
re s11lting publicity and the need to notify other a gencies 
prior to press releases. Message will merely state -
ported landing, that it is under investigation, that daylight 
hours are required to complete the investigation, a.nd that 

· ·a aub_a·e nt report will be submitted. Preliminary xnessage 
die~tChed. -.- . .. .. _. . .. 
~ , ,.. . . 

• • • 
• 

•' 

- She#ff'• grot,nci· jearch and Malmstrom rial survey· 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• • • .. . . ... - • 

• • - ~• • 

, 
• 

• 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 
I 

I : 
I 

completed with-negative reaulta. Follow-up tr.e ssage-. , . . .. 
• : . . 

• 

_: diapatc:hed to interested agencies (AFR 80-17) .stating ·· .. .: 
. ·;;,egattve. naulta: ·~of the investigation. . · . .. . ,. 
*• "' • • • 0 

• ' . ~ . .. . . "• " 

• 
• • • 

• • • - .. , ... J 
.. .., t • 

. . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQU AR TE RS 34tST COMBAT SUPPORT G ROUP ( SAC) 

MALM ST 1'lO M A I R FOn CE UA SE, M.)NTANA, 5940~ 

AEP\. Y TO 
ATTN 011' 1 BO 3 July 1967 

sua.JEcT I UFO Obse rvations, Malmstrom AFB Area 

To1 Colonel James C. Manatt (TDET /UFO) 
Hq Foreign Technology Division (AFSC) 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433 

1. Reference TDET /UFO letter dated 30 June 1967 on above subject. 

- - . 

z. This office has no knowledge of equipment malfunctions and 
abnormalities in equipment during the period of reported UFO 
sightings. No validity can be established to the statement that a 
classified government experiment was in progress or that military 
and civilian personnel '\Ve re requested not to discuss what the y had 
seen. • 

3. A written report on the events that transpired during the alleged 
UFO report~d)anding on 24 .March 1967., fully documents all findings . . 
by the investigating officer. A copy of this report was forwarded to 
your office on 3 Aprill967. 

4. If we can be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate 
to write. 

• 

FOR THE COMMANDER 
• 

LEWIS D. CHASE, Lt Colonel, USAF 
Chie f, Operations Division 
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Peace •••• is our Prof~ssion 
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