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A c a o 1 .;; ~ ... r o m '?SA F r ~ '0 o :- t ~ d -c :~ a G 1. "1. u ::1 f i ~ :; : , .. 1 ~ · i ~! :' c r a r ~ -
1/ '~ .J 3 i ghted both Ttt:Jually ·:t:ld 'oy rad.ar OJ :~e :,J il o : 3u'1d :rada~ 

b r p , .. 1 1 '- 0 t 4 8 '1', • ., 1 1 ~ o se rver o an .· - o on o c • • n., o a .. ~~r-v ~ :-os -:n_:lX "' 
o o ssible that 6 un1denti t'isd a.J rcra i' ~ .v~r~ :l. n7ol ved i n the 
1 nt ~rc.,ptl on. ·rn~ sightin .:t; s O !J ... u rrad f.l. C niJ:ht; b.o ·.v~v~r, ';~9r- ~ 
·.v ~ .s s u f r1 c 1 ~ n t moon 11 ~ h t ~ o o ~ r :n i t a ~ l ... :-: n u .., t t ,3 co 'h ~ d 1 s -·- .. 
e ~rned althou!7h no d tailJ N~re o~ s~_ .... . ,~ ·i . .l::> t !'3.i~a or ex--
1 '1.:\ U S t f l31'r. ~ S /1 ~ r ~ 9 9 en • r h 9 3 '0 3 ~ d 0 f : :··11 J i t.c C ::' S f t . 'I .q, S r e -
:>o r ted as much s reat.ar cr_arl t h'l t of ~:;·3 t' - ,)1 . I c a ) .30 ~a:i a 
hi ~h r9. t e or ac c ler ~~d; ton ar.d ~ot~l:l :;:> almo 3 ... .3: r'=i i ;;b. t up 
)r i ..Jwn out o~ r'3.dti~ el~'T J.t !..On ll'il i ~ J. · .h r:'l ')':> l ' c~ J c.:::\rne-:1 

.; o 7n 1 z an t o : .; \-: ~ ·:('1 ~ r ~ a ·.J o 1.1 ~ ::3 :J r ~ ·~ e :i' - c . ' '; :t .:. t ~ .... ~ 3 ';lf;, i c h 
q ·· i ..... -.., "t 

J ........ ~ .J l \..or .. - • 
• ~ ..., '"' t I .,..... ·t • 'l ,. . u n • f ..., -
~ ';l - .. - J ~ L -- ......... .. :;a. .... , . ~ - • .,1 .... "' e, • 

Th e P- n.L int~rc~pto ro air0raft ·.va3 '/lsi ::,l~ :o ~;r·oun.d r!l~a~ 
cnly peri odlc alrr a s it ~le ~ i.o. :3.:J.J. )C t . f t:")<:! ? 0 ~1anent 3 round 

• 
• 

' 

r ~turn 9. rs a i :1 wh 1ch s"a r-ch ~as~~ i n g co r:du c I; ad . fhe o n l y o o- 1 

J~c t picke d u p b y the g roun d radar · ~3.3 tha F - 61. 3d~imated 
d istance batw~ en intr,rce?tor (:f - 51) 3.r:d objects i n ea ch si~ht­
i ng .is as follo• s: First pickad up ac 10 milds and lost a t 
6 ,000¢ feet. Thi rd picke d up at 3 mil~s and lost a t 1 0 milds· • 

• 
~our, five and six: all pi~ked up at 9 mil s ~ and lost at 1 200 
f ~ . The 1 a s t t h r ~ e s 1 gh t1 n g 3 took ::> 1 ace d u r in;.; a 1 ~ min u t 6 

p ~r1od. I n ~ach instance the ? - 61 de~d~t~d tha o0~a ~~ a9prox ­
l~ately 9 m! l~s ah~ad, sl o~ly clo3ed to ~3 thi ~ 12,JCO f g ~ t 
vb~n the ob j ~ct would sudd9nly ac c elergt~ 3U ~ed, di ;~ and 
•i s ao'Oear f~-:>m the ai ~bo ~::1e =-~iq:'g coo ~ . - "1. -. "'~o ~-o ~ o ~ 3. ~ ~J7-r. -o -:. ...,d - . 

) -3 :"'~ ect a. no r~aal oic~up 07 .i:!. -,1:1 ~ 3.~---;~:- '1 '1j "':; ·') , J "'; ., :1 _,$i "'tl 

0-.1 3~ -...11s .,__m.s ucc -,s3 f'ul . :\t: ~:- ~i~ '1:::r::'"1l 3' .... :1r. i "1;3 " 11 ) -=~!. 
l - - '- t -,.. & , .. •.., T ~ "" ,., a .., ""' ,..., - 1 ~ "'l ~J ""'' < :~. 1-- ":::l "" ._ ') ~ 1 

• ·- ""\ ~.l - ~ • "' - > ~ ,... ~ ; -: :""' ._. J.j ., , .. .. •J ._, ..J ,~...,v f-:\..J . J-1 - ... 1 "''"-'.1'-'J "' ... 1l.V -- ... , .... ,.,.l J 

t d 1- ' , • ---~ .... , -'""\ .. ':) :~ c :... n u ~ v ~ 1 ~ ·=1 ::- c n ~ ..... ~ \ ,.., ~ ., · r!. ~ · _ .• J - "J :-o c -_ "" 1 :. ~ _ - , .. ; ; • - .. 
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Cit 
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u.9h3 ... 1-2. '2bi~ r-ulio i.e 2 part:; ,. 
v1h.:-.:b refe rs t-:l u .... r t 1 of ~\X 4o~o 

• 

Re 
16 

• 

2~ 
lo 

Ia t3rcsp-cor ;=l \.r"r·u .. t visible :o .o:-ro'L""ld r~4.lr 1nl.v per i :lit "'.-!ll:r 3cl 

it fle'~ in ,!..."lcl Ot1t 0f ne:Jnanent ground return art')a ":1 \oJbi~h sear~ 
1 /e s c·~nduc t arl . Ti ;!e or' o l("..:cuo of in :zrceptor by .;round r..,c1 9.r not 
1')?-.g-ed Si.:l.:e Dic'<t..-o l-(f=IS identifi~ci e · c..'r). ti~ lS f,...ir:=n~~.:r "'"'"'ld lo-s r>n :fr iez~cJ , 
not ke:Pt • ' dar r~"':urn i .. 1 th C...'l in~ t'Ul~e ._. ..... s cle·r enou.g~ r.o establi ..,n 
I3' r <':3co.:;ai t i.:n, :..ad l£'3 cle:1r fo:- e:;!c:-_'1 ? i.:;.rup out 0{." t.12 ~r0und rztu-n 
.1r~a. It is firrnl,y est:-ililiBhed th.2t ~.:.e only ob J ~,;t C.etcc red at ·:m:r 

i.""Je by ~ounJ. r3.dar ~t s i t e ..:>ne 1·/3.s tha 3- ol . .. n.Jre · ... -era !lO j ~ t ~~. :-;r ·:i t 
o.f tni s C.") ~~nd airborn~ a t tr..e ti:;1e of 5i.~r-.tin.:;. :~S"':.l1l:) tcd di3t,":l:l .e 
b~t··.~en inter~eutor ~nd o"'v j ~cts 1n e~C!l s i.g!1ti!"1.~ :i s ,t:ls )llows : 

'Ibi rd r .. :ri d.<.3fl un ~.t 3 miles :.~ od l ost; c.t 10 11ile '"' · 
• 

.F">,.tr , firre 2nd s ix: a l l 'Dicked uo ~t 9 'Tlilea . ll/~t · t 1200 f-eet . . .. 
The l :-3~·t thr~e ni $tint;s took pl~ce c!ur in.g '3. 10 ni.ilU '" ~ uer i::>d. I.a 
{."'nt:b ln J t~nce th~ .F- 61 detacted ti1e t)'.J.j.::o~t 1.r>rJ i'.>Xi"'l<:l t.ely 9 miles 
,_11~ad. slo·,..rl.r ~.;losed to wi tnm n.""L 12000f ~~ t .~n~n L13 oo j-ect ::;uddanly 
L1CCeler3te\i ~:re'="d , doYe 31ld ~3 l03 t fro11 tna q i1·borne r?..aarscop~ .. 

T:1tarcen:or ?t ·,e!noted to ef:Jc t no:r ·:tal ·oi· ·'<UU lJ~r diTil~ ;:;lso ~~t 
'~ ~h U!lS,t'::ce~.;;-"ul -:-aca ti;:;e , .A.f'ter 6 i . ..::l~ l:l.·~ ~ n~d Ji.:l .-ln l0st , t ne 
) '\.,}-=- <' .. " ... ;3 " •• )- I .. o~ .._e, ~J'-.,n ~.1 "'lJ.7h ,n ~- ,....:- ~ .... r c.., ... . ~u~ ~o ........ ....,-.. ..... 

-.) -. ..;:) ., .. - _l. ... ::..._ , .. _ ..; ~ c .&. ~" • .. , ..... ' ..... '- " ' .., - • p-... ..L 

tee -rrea u.1:il '"'oor oxi:-natel::r 01_;0 .. l ·:--_.\ lc 'l~ ~ .. C > ,..,...::~:.r~i:J~ "Dnone 
re rr.J.~~t .for H~.1 tnar ~nd .. ,i~init.y of inci ~: en "'., yt~ tr' er r ~orts :f0r :n~ 

• 
B'llhlo'-<.a :3r ea &.n..l.icated. unli.:Ji r.ed ceili.n.::; , ::-:a '.•.ri.ncl ·~"ll~ , 7isi bili7.y :'i l:r! 
5 to 6 mile .. ·-n~h :1a.ze clud. co·rer age 12 to l UQ(;Q feet s c s.tte:-,:)d . 

?.1:rt II . 3.ruLa.r si t~<-1 rrenti :::>n ed i:1 pr ev ious radios are s it:~ 1: 1\.t 3hi~ano-Shi=na 
a t .33 ~ 4o1 !~ - 132° C0 1 3as t P..nd s i te 13 : a t Fn'caa- !Jhima a t 32° Us ' N 
125., ).JO t E'\:-i t 

• 

• 

• 
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TWQ CMA· ~T'JQ. TK!F.i. OCTOBf.R ONE NIUE' fCUR l:!Gl1T Ci1.' . iiiCll NTYF.l'i S: ~ 0 
• • • • .... • • 

P~li·T oM;,. o~t ~ BL J. ~~A Y r OUR El~ll! ii VE Z~ 0 C ~1A ONr S 1X or,To~t:rt ;.. ND 
• 

7 0LLOWlNG lNYO'FlMA'IION I S StrnMITTi D CLN ?A~T CNF. PD 'f N1" 7'KC"r?TOR .~1-:tCJ . ~T 

J SI'SLZ ":'0 G!OUND !t~DA~ ONLY. PE~I OD IC.ltLLY AS IT 7LF::J lN l.ND Ot.rr OF 
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Re l ative t~ the Obs~rver ---------.- -. ---
1 . t\:l rr.e ::>f ob ser ve-r - ls t Lt . 01 i ve~ Ee r:' p~~ 11 D nd 2nd Lt . 

Bart on Ha 1 t e!' 

2 . Address - 6Pth Ftr . Sq ., 34r/tb F tr . Qr:)np , 1'.?·'J 75 c /') Pt~ 
San Francisco . Ca lifornia 
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? . 
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I, BAh'f.Ol'f HALTER , 2Pd Lt, USAF , .h.0- 8?8470, age 26 , uo 

bereby ~ake the followi ng statement . 

LlY pr esen.t dut i os are RaCiar and Cornr::unica t i ons J1lta j nten-

ance O~fj_c er, and .rtadar Ob s erver : ·;ght Fight er \: 1th t h l- ~2 t !"· 

i 'igh t er Squadr on , 347t!:l iight er G:r;up (hJ) , ~-PO 75 . 

On 15 October 19~8 , my p ilo~ a nd I start ed out on a rou-

tine Uliss ion off t he .r_o:- tr-.'l'Test r: cast of Kyu.shu . 
, ., t ,, 1'!en , a 

2305 I , w~ were a pproxi~:at ely 50 n:iles at 3300 froJ~ Fukuoka , 

I picked up an airJornc t a r get . It sho't'.Sd up at a r ~ ng2 of 
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28 J auuary 19·~ 9 

1. I , OLIV2TI HEJ)'ff>HILL Jr . , l~ t Lt . USAr A0- 784156) age 

2 6 , do her eby tr.ake the follO"tiin6 statement: 

2 . Present Duty: Assistant Operations Officer and 

Ni ght Fighter Pilot, with the 68th Fighter Squadron, 347th 

Figbter Group ( A~i) .A PO 75 . 

3. On the n i ght of 15 Oct ober 1948 my radar obse:rvor 

and myse l f we"I" e flying a routL"'1e airborne alert ~Tiission ap ­

pr oximately 50 miles out to sea northwe st of Fukuoka , Japan . 

At a pproximately 2305 I ti:ne we made our first co!.""!.tact ~Yitb 

our Airb orne Radar Set with a tara0t ~e assu~ed to be a F' - 51 . 

Tie attempted a pradt ic e i~t erccptio~ , but the target put on 

c. tremendous bur st of speed and d ived so fast that ~He 'Ncr e 

·Jnable TO s tay -·rith i t . J:'_t this point ti"l e inteJ•ceptj np, H jr-

trc.vel ing 3 L 3pproxi=ate l:· 3GC oph and descend i ng at 

3500 f'ee t per mL"-tute . 

the ta r ge: pas sed unde:- v.s ~ve £xec:-.... ted a chandelle bf. ck i c> our· 
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original a~titude of appr oxi mately 6 , COQ f eet . Our s e c ond tar-

get was i~Mediately picked up on t he scope , and a stern Snter-

• 

ception ~as atten~t ed , but the a ir craft im~ed iat ely outdistanced 

speed exhibit ed b~T the suppos~d l - 5ls . 1'te third target ~7BS 
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rt:toon . I real~zeJ at this ti~ne tha t i t J id not look l ike any 

t ype aircr~ft I v:a s fa miliar "ll iti , so I i r .. tmediat e1y contacted 

my Groun~ Co!ltrol Station ana asked for inf o:r r:-atj.on rega'!'d ing 

any aircraft flying in t he ar ea . The Ground Corrt..r oJ Stat:lo:J 

informed ~e there ?rere no other aircraft in the a r ea . I in-
'.. . J/ ... ., .,10.) ~ ... 

f or med them what I had seen anJ \,ias i n contact with thE::m from 

then on . 

Ll . The f our th t&rget pass ed d ir·:. Ctly over r::y 3n1p f J·uliA 

st e rn to b ow at a speej of roughly t ·.v lce that of tf1Y aj_rc· :raft, 

200 mph . I caught just a fl eeting glance of the aircraft; 
- - . ---- - ------- - .. -..._ 

just enough to kno,s he had pas sed rJe . The f ifth ar1d sixth 

targets we r e at ein::Jed Ta dar interceptio:1s , but their high :rate 

• • of speed put them i rDLled iately out of our r a nge • 

5. f he onl y aircra ft I can coEpare our ta r gets to is the 

Ger man ME- 163 . I~ was r-.ot a l\·:u!:-262 or similar j et . ·- "\ 

.1. u3 s e 

this on my con:ba t :?X}-1erience a ga l :-tst 1;2- 262 ' s over C.. cr-rnany ~ n 

• G ( 1..'") St . . 174.", 04- " :\ . L' ::::ooup l.:. at.l.O t1 .t:n, -.~~.,.n 11.1r J:.· Or~e , ily total f l yin ~' t~rn€ 
• .. . -

i s 900 hours of '.Thich 350 hour s is cotr.bat t :..r-Ja . 
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