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N, R . Ve N/S
N8 La0n and 0rolass 110t and radar obsesrvap
A cabls from FEAF raported that an uanldentifiad alrecrafs
was alghted both wvisually and by radar oy the nillot and radar
obsarver of an F=0l on 15 Qct. 483, Ths od33ervers think 1t
posslble that 6 unldentiflsd alreraft were involved in the
interception. Thes sightlnzs occurred at nizht; howaver, thars
was sufficlsent moonlight to permit a sllhoustts Lo ba dis-
sarned although no dstails wara ohgsrved, No & ]

haust flames ware ssen, Tha 3ap=2ad of thiz =2

norted as much greatsr tvhan that of the F-51, It alao had a
high rate of acceleratlion and could 7o almost straizht up
or down out of raiar elevation limitsa, ‘ha nobhisct asamed
oznlizant cf the whersadbouts of thae .81 at al bl mas which
lont lndicata -3 - 1I'rlad radar warining squlpment.
the P-8l 1ntarceptor alrcraft was viasible to zround radar
cnly perliodically as it {lew 1a and C cf the permanent zround
refurn area in which search wasbeing conductad. The only obd-
jact plcked up bY tha ground radar was ths P=-6l. Zatimated
ii stance batwsen intarceptor (#-31) ard objects in each sight-

ing 1s as follows: Firat picked up at 10 miles and lost at
8, OOOﬁ fest. Third picked un at 3 miles and lost at 10 milas.
Taur, filve and six: all picked up at 9 miles and lost at 120
ft. The last three sightings took place durinzs a 19 minute
pariod. In each instance the F-8l1 dastacztad tha 0D T approx-
imately 9 milas ahaad, slowly closzed to within 12,°
vhsn the objact would suddsnly accelerats 3pased, di
»

iisappear from tha Q1?horn- radarscona, n&arcanrT it Samntad
) atfect a normal plckup By diving after o%jact but in =achn
*A39 was unsuccassful, ATtoar 3ix szxzm sizshtinyga nad H=2an
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Cita UGUT A2, This radio in 2 parts., He your radio A XRZY -"H".‘-‘.f.‘. 23 Oct
“3, which refers to part 1 of AX 4850, 16 Ost & superaedes AX Ls e, 18 Oot
Ihe fallowing information is submitted:
Part 1¢ Interceptor aireraft visible to sround radar nly periasdically as
iV Ilew in and out of permanent ground return area in whish sears
-

--::rs conductad, Time of npiakumn of inter reeptor by ground redar not

g
nZgad ;ai:‘;.:a picup was ildentified eqch time as f‘:“_f' dly and log on friend

1*::11‘ Kept, Radar raturn in ezch

F recognitiam, and wa.s clear for ez

area, It is firmly established that the

\ICé was cler enough to establish

») I the ground returm
- I. . = —_
nly obj2¢ct detected at anv

1..__-'
]
i

il - i g
4 o "" " i - . ¥ # - e ) 1 o - o 3 s - T - iy = 4 ""
tlle Oy Zround radar at site one was tne i o) i ISTe wWel'e L0 jJev alrsri v
- " -! 3 L 3 i -~ & . . * '." - . | - 2l ’ - ""--
of this Command a2irborne at Lt tine of LZnLving, 3timated distance
- - ;. L] & = * B . 1
Oetween intercentor and od JECTS 1 eaca signtliney 13 as )l lows:?

- .10 o o s i * 1,"?" s - - ‘ - ; -ql - L -— 1 = ':_r'-.,i'-..' 2
xxzx iPirst picked un at 10 milas and 1lnst at B9 XTI U000 feet.

lost 2t 1200 feet,

L]
- L
The last three sighti OK place during a 10 minute perisd, In
' [

n )

2acn instance the F=0l detected the obij=ct annroxims tely 9 mile:

nead, slowly closed to within mx 12000fs=et when the object suddenly
accelerated speed, dove and was lost from tha airborne ra Aarscope,
Intarcenior a2ttemoted to effzet normal vickun bv diving also but
wash unsncecessful race time. After 6 sizhtines had been 1ast the

)b Ject wa2s nnt detected sgaln althouzh intersentor esntinued to ‘
tle area until approximately 01320 ., ITEM 16 Oct. Lonf irminge ph
request for weather and vicinity of incident. we .thep T parts for the
fumuoka area iadicated unlinited ceillﬂf,zza wind calm, visibility £xx=
D to b miles with haze clmd coveraze 12 to 14000 feet seattersd.

Lio ln previous radios are site 1: At Shizano-Snima
'--'-t. S LO‘ ii - l_ﬁE“ COT sast 2nd site 13: at Mikae-Shima at 22° L5t 3
123° 4Ot Rast
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(§ ASSIFLT
AF GRNC INCLASSIF

/m-cns AX FOUR NINE FTOUR THREF A-TWO »n

¢KIS RADIO IN I?O “ﬁPTa PB HLGU?%ﬂ ABLT XRZY TOUR niNE THREE TUOQ ARLE

TWQ CMA -mo-'mkzr. OCTOEFR ONE NINE FOUR EIGHT CMA YHICH REFERS TO
PART ONE OF ABLE YRAY FOUR FICHT PIVE 77RO CMA ONE SIX OCTOREY AND

SUPERSECES ABLE XRAY FOUR EIGHT FIVE TWO CMA ONE FIGHT OCTOBER CMA THE

FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED CLN PART ONE PD INTFRCEPTOR AIRCRANT

ISIBLE TO GROUND RADAR ONLY PERIODICALLY AS IT FLIW IN AND OUT OF
PERMANENT GROUND RETURN AREA IN WHICH SZARCH WAS CONDUCTED PD TIME
OF RICKUP OF IN"E?C-;AOR BY GCROUND RADAR NOT LOOGED SINCE PICYXUP

'AS IDENTIZTIIED ZACH TIME AS TRIZNDLY AND LOG CM FRIEND
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NOT XEPT 3D 24DaX RET’ N TN TACH- INSTANCE ¥AS CL” @ TNOUGCH TO ESTASLIST

IFF RECONGNITION CMA AND WAS CLFAR FOR FACH PICKUP OUT OF THE GROUND
RFTURN AREA PD IT I3 FIRMLY FSTASLISHED THAT THE ONLY ORJECT

DETECTED AT ANY TIME BY GROUND RADAR AT SITE ONF WAS THE FOX DASH 3IX
PD TUFRE WERE NO JET AIRCRAFT OF THIS COMMAND AIRBORNE AT THE TIMF
SHTING PD ESTIMATED DISTANCE BETWEEN INTERCEPTOR AND OBJECTS IN
FACH SIGHTING IS AS FOLLOWS CLN TIRST PICKED UP AT ONE ZFRO MILFS

CMA LOST AT SIX ZERO ZERO ZERO FTEET CMA THIRD PICXED UP AT

AND LOST AT ONE ZIZN0 MILES CMA FOUR CMA FIVE CHA

e

yIX ALL PICKED UP AT
NINE MILES LOST AT

ONE TWO ZFRO ZERO FEET PD THE LAST THREE SIGHTINGS TOOK PLACE

DURING A ONE ZERO MINUTE PERIOCD CHA IN FACH INSTANCE THE F0X DASH SIX

v = ~-
A2, J-J..'

TED THE OBJECT APPROXIMATELY NINE MILES AHEAD CMA SLOWLY

CLOSED TO WITHIN ONE TWO ZERC ZERO 2ERO FEET WHEN THE OBJECT SUDDENLY

ACCELERATED SPEED CHA LCVE AND YAS LOST FR0ONM CRNE RADAR

-"l

SCﬁPE.PB IRTIECEPTOR ATTEHPI?B I EFF?ET'BORﬁAL PIEHU? P? LENG ALSO
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SUT WASH mmmsrm- EM‘I TINE PD ﬂm 3 9 SIhHTINGS HF‘I‘

SeEM LOST THE DDJECT JAS NOT DETECTED AGAIN ﬂl*IOOLGH INTERCEPTIOR
CONTINUED TO .SFARCH THE AREA UNTIL APPROXIMATILY 7F“0 ONE. THREL

ZZRO ITIM CMA ONE 3SIX OCTOBER PD CONFIRMING PHONF REQUEST FOR VEATHER
ND VICINITY OF INCIDENT CMA WEATHER RFEPORTS FOR THE TUKUOKA

'\REA INDICATED UNLIMITED CEILNG CMA WIDS CALA CMA 7ISIBILITY FTIVE
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HEADQUARTERS
F-I
e AIR MATERIEL COMMAND
IN ::H'r ADDRESS BOTM
CCMMUNICATICON AND  EN- WRIGHT-PATTIRSON AIR FORCE BASE
*.Lm:il TO COMMANDING 4
GEME . AIR MATERIEL DAYTON. OHID
C ‘HH-‘HD' ATTEHTTCH FnLt : . L —- I-1"". " :“T
IWING OFFICE STMROL: padag ‘ e fnek,
J__‘L.'.,'r
II L -
1 Ta i % 5 - ’ - w w e oy - -
BJdLOTE  Request for Investigation
- 4 o - ; 0 1‘5 J= B L 2%
! - .l't-l...l. 'I-.JJ...- W L w f ufi.;. T..
o A ik o A & P
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c/o Postnaster
an ‘ransisco, California
3 -} o ¥y M T 3 ¥y = wa e N W r ..f‘._ ‘I": 5 R - o - : 3 l1_'|
La nelarance 18 made U0 messaga AL o=Az datasd 2O lct 4B
I r -"“' r : - tn.l‘.- - ] —\.:.-_.a----i—-. & -~ - L. ; 1 - | - P --'|
(2508004), rezarding radar sighiting of unidentified a=rial object
hyv ol radar. 't is requested that sonrce EBase Tntelli rence
viticer be diracted %o i1nitiatae further investi ation of this ro-
Y 1 Slohoing, AN 33antial nants of nformat 1 form as
\LTacned as an ald to tne intervi2winzs officer in ohtaining the
vgired information,
= Pertinent information relative to the reported obijact is

e it

3 opject apvarently practicing radar evasive btactics
o) -

it -
wren 1t disappeared from the scone periocdically, or was it running
. ¥ L " - 1 . - - ’ 1) - ) i

1to nomal s<i3 '"null" zones affectinz aopearance on 3cope of al
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PAGES THATFE UAPLA z2C
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IO 31X MILES WITH HAZE CLOUD COVERAGE ONE TUWO TO OwnE TOUR 7FRO ZEROU
ZEROQ FFET 3SCATTERED PD BARY TUWO PD RADAR SITES 4ENTIONED IN PREVIOUS
RADIOS ARE STTE ONE AT “HIGANO DASR SHIMA AT TUREY THPTE DFGREES

_I'I---J-..

FOUR ZERO MINTUES MNORTH-DASH ONE THREE TWO DEGRFEES 2ER0 ZERO MINUTES

e

o)

bAST AND SITE ONE EIGHT AT FUXAE DASH SHIMA AT THREE TWO DFGREES

+IVE MINUTES NORTH DASH CNE TWO FIGHT DEGREEXS #OUR ZERO MINUTES LAST
PD AND
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a, Explode = Nezatlve
(1) Possibllity of fragments

(2) Other physical evidence
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b, Faded from view - duz to high rate »f speed
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1. Name »f observer = 1
Barton Halter

47

t Lt, Oliver Hemrphlll and 2nd Lt
2, Address - 6fth Ftr. Sq., 347th tr, Group
San Francisco. California

3. Occupation - Lt, Hemphill - Pilot, Lt. Halfer - Radar

Ohservar
4, Place »3f business
a, Zmploysr or employee

l:)". Hobbiles

1, Time ed in hobby (ex) enece ) . l
amateur astronomer, pilot, engineer, etc, - damateur
Photogranny
6. Ability to determine
a, Color -~ Normal
b, Speed of moving objects - Normal
c. Size at distance - Normal
7. Reliability of observers -~ Uxcellent
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I, BAKTON HALTER, 2nd LT, USAr, LAO0=~E78470, age
hereby make the following statement.

iy present duties are Radar and Communications

Fighter Sguadron, 347th Fighter CGroup (4%7), APC 75.
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28 January 1949

l. I, OLIVER HEMPEILL Jr., lst Lt. USAF A0-704156, age
26, do hereby make the followinz statement:

2. Present Duty: Assistant Operations Offlcer and
Night Fighter Pilot, with the 68th Fighter Squadron, 347th
Fighter Group (AW) APO 79.

3, On the night of 15 October 1948 my radar obhserver
and myself were flylng a routine airborne alert mission ap=-
proximately 50 miles out to sea northwest of Fukuoka, Japan.
At approximately 2305 1 time we made our first contact with
our Alrborne Radar Set with a tarcet we assumned to be a F«51,
Vie gatiempted a practice interception, but the target put on

g trenm d*us burst of speed and dived so ;ast thaL we weroe
r

o —

unable to stay with it. At this point the intercepting air-

— = ~§ N - - m, | - . & - 3T
3500 feet per minute, This was a head-on Iinterception. Whe
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000 feet. Our second tare-

N
-l'

original altitude of aporoximately
get was immediately picked up on the scope, and a stern inter-

- 1.

ception was attempted, but the zircraft immediately outdistance

W

Use AT Tnils tlme We Were puzzied oy the tremendous bursts oi
speed exhibited by the suovoszd r'=51ls,. igg_ﬁhirﬁ target was
spotted visually by yselfs I had an excellent silhouette of
e target thrc 3 ANs8t 3 ° g 2T ive P 6 e
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e

moon. 1 realized at thls time that 1t dld not look like any
type aircraft I was familiar with, so I irmmediately contacted
my Ground Control Station and asked for inforration regarding
any aircraft flying in the area. The Ground Control Station
informed me there were no otheriaircraft in the areca. I in-
T

formed them what I had seen and was 1in contact with tnem from
thén On.

4, The fourth target passed directly over ny snip {rom

stern to bow at a speed of rougnly twvice that of my alrcrafi

v ?
200 mph. I cau ht just a fl cetln glance of the aircraft;
. B i | ;
just enough to know he had passed me. The fifth and sixth
targets were atempned radar interceptions, but their high rate

of speed put them immediately out of our range.
¢ The only aircrasft 1 can compare our targets to 1s the
German ME-163., It was not a ME-262 or similar jet. 1 base

-—

this on my combat axperience against liE-262's over Germany in
1945, At that time I was a B-1l7 pilot, with the 4coth Bomb
Group (E) Station 174th, 8th Alr Porcey, My total flying tinme

is 900 hours of which 350 hours 1is combat time,

OLIVahk HEMPHILL Jr¢

- p y - =
istT LL, USAk¥, AQO=7C4156
0dtn Fighter Sguadron (AW)
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J] 132000'“ 1nd ?usls Shima 32¥45'N-128940'%, Japan
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ALLTaCLew | Aol W0 DL Ject ’ pip of unknown airoraf
JDO#aring'on aldbborne radap
5
: -_ o s ?.,.1
CD 50 fu. long
"."\* l:'_T'_ o~ - 5 -
N/3
Like alreraft, stubby, clesan ilnes
- L™ :i
5,000 to 7,000 ft.
» -.-.. 3 "_1- e *'n _-"

3 000'.; L0 milas la,ahally - 2,000 Bo 1,000 ft. abovs
1Ju-3,-é: -, Srd-1ﬂ 4th-3¥, Sth-N¥ and sth-liW

10 minﬁ-tas total (individual sightings 12 3s than minuts
200=-1.200

/3

llo axhaust flames or trails 32

N/S

"";_ i "n,‘ ""r' ?'Il"""

High rate of acceleration, vertical ascent, cognlzancs or
e D T o A% F-61's location at all times.

Accalara 5d spg-d and was lost to alirborns radarscope % s!

'sr/s |

rukuoka Arsat Unlimited sellinz, wiad calm, 339311ty &

o © milas with hazy cloud covaraze 12 5¢ ) ft.secatt
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Incident to, 1) «< 1
T N T SR
Alrsorne radoer observer in =51 attonpted six tlues
ob ject between 5000 and 6000 ft, Tho objact travel:s
1

approached &9 within 12,000 4., then quickly ecso
8

1"
at estirmted 1°CO ft. ObJect appearsd to be 20-30 It long.

silhoustte un undercust of ohjsct with rounded nese,
tile shaps, cut off sharply at rear.
AYC O»inion: There is no a_.parent explanution,
--‘-—-—-—-1_ - v ™ ' . : . )
snems Lo o tnat tho target was novaer ssen by Jsround
oporating and hud the =1 in sizht throushout pariod

Oct. lOLE, 24G5 Hours, Fusnoka
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Dr HYNEXK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUDGE REPORT
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ls Astrononioal

as Eigh probabllity
#26, 27, 30, 81, 32, 33, 34, 48, 49, 59, 60, 66, 69, 70, 94,
97, 98, 101, 1uz, 1u3, 104, 116, 119, 132, 136, 1}

r |
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, 158, 174, 184, 185, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216

. - 5 L % 1 - 1
b' - &llﬂ {Jl ltJH Errﬂ'!fklla i LF:J i
-.r':‘ - B ) 7 | ":" L L & o 'l' L Fe £y ‘f’f ) " F
“.-L - l-l"-f' d, s ' 1'llluldln.‘ et '5-.-' ] L ® . ? I o L . \...JJ ) i A b\ ; 3 ﬁﬂ' .,:!._{..' -_}i'
o | 'l ) 190 1 % i o B = o 15 s 4 1 T @
1]*_, 1'4*-"’ lLl. ‘--—P-' *‘;-..I: E'J'-!, *.._,il..i’ lrlul' .'[J. }-J‘, . .‘J 152.‘
L] r | ) i & Ly BrTa ) *F § "y 2
1.?’L ™ iy Ly -E\.}J, hl..'a*‘ Lt"ﬂi"«.;# e 2\ o

s Hon-antronomloal tut supgpestive of other explanations

Rs BDalloons or ordirary airaraft:
§9, 11, 22, 41, 42, 6o, 54, 75, 81, 83, 91, 92, 113, 114, 115
' ' b8y 397, 159, 160, 161, 163,

¢ ?
!

), 182, 188, 190, 194, 195, 196, 193,
2

b, kookeats, flaras or falling bedles:
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W, 109, 133, 170, 2li, 218.
¢, Missellaneous (roflections, auroral stresamers, blrds, eto.)1
oy, 89, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 189, 214, 221, 231, 234,

3s Non-a3tironomical, with no explanation evidant

#. aack of avidence precludes explanation:
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o, %4, 45, 47, 55, b7, 72, 86, 87, 88, 90, 99, 110, 117, 118,
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188, 172, 176, 183, 186, 193, 207, 215, 223, 224, 225, 228,
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LEADQUARTEDS -
AIR WEATHER SEKVICL
Andrawna Alr Force iiase
Pasakinston 25, D Co

In Raply

Rafor Toy AXS DSS 11 ¥ay 1949
SUBJECTs Unidartifisd Flying Objesota .

TO : Cozmandinz Gonaral

Alr éteriel Comanand

wiri tht=fattarcor Air rorce ‘asn
Dayoor, Chio

ATPNg MCiaX0=)

1. Relorsrcs is mads to latter iron your Ivsdyual
datad 9 lLarch 194D, subjact wnidentifiad Flyinz Objests,” ana first
inlorsener® thearcto by this headquartars, datod 351 March 1749,

2. 7The incident sunnariss 17) throuph 35 nave besc shaokad

arainst routine woather-bal loon asecants made Oy “ha Alr Force, Navwy
and ffsatksyr Bureau, Coumants based o1 this r™vian aArs inclosad.,

5, 1t i3 reconmendad rhat tha "ouide To Invosbigatlon Of Uni-
lontifisd Aerial Ohjsots® be changed as follows: (tam 15, "Direotion
' #1i7ht of Chjsot,™ should Lo olarifiod so that wertical and hori-

(J A
tions ars distinguished 1F podsibla, and 30 that mot lon 1a

sontul mo

ioaellind as the directiom hnmris which tha ob zcC apgiaa to move.,
Molatlve to Nadar Jetilng 3™ should irclude = btatacant of tho type »f

ydar 396 unse

l’;'-:'f'f rr - :1- . P‘j'h
F © Inoilsg K. A, =57
| | » foldant Summariss L. Col., USA¥
5 o Conrents 173 thmu 235 Ad jutant wanarad
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Fo. 1553 Purely a radar report. If this report is accurate

e g e

-
poasibly ba a balloon.

couldntt




