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jet plane, flying out of Cleveland. It had not been identi8ed im
nKdiutely becau.e the Bellefontaine station had not received its 
flight plan. At to:-ts that morning the jet had ~n north of Dayton, 
flying at low altitude on a southwest heading, at a speed of around 
s-5 miles an hour-the exad time, position, and speed of the radar 
unknown. 

•) 11le pilots of the interceptors never saw this jet. \Vhat they 
aw, what their gun radar detected, und what their gun camera 
photographed was a twenty-foot radiosonde balloon that had been 
released from Wright-Putterson Air Force Base that morning shortly 
before the sighting. Ground radur, on the other hand, never picked 
up the balloon. 

3 ) The chief reason for the c!onfusion was that ground radar 
did not have a height-8nding devke. \Vhen the operator noti8cd 
the pilots that his scope shO\vt.>d a blending of the returns pro
duced by the pumait jets and by the unknown, neither he or the 
pilots had any way to tell whether the unknown was directly above 
or directly below the pursuing jets. At 30,000 feet the pilots were 
too high to see the Cleveland jet far below them. Rut they did see 
the balloon above them and naturally assumed that it was the 
object they were supposed to be chasing. 

-t ) Since the ground radar stopped functioning at this point, the 
operator could no longer track the course of the unknown or of the 
inteK-epton. If the radar had been workin~. he would have seen 
that the target continued on to the southwest while the interceptors 
were searchin1 in a dilerent area to the north. 

• 

FINAL OALLEY PROOF 

• 

Galley 63-TilE \VORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 
5) The photogruphs confirmed this n.•<:on~truction of a compli

catc!tl k'rics of C\'(•nts. The.• pic..-harc.·s ohtaint.'<l hy the ~un c•m~·ra 
disallayc'(l a wund, indistiiK1 hlur. Annh sis slam\'l'tl tlmt tlw si~.t.· uf 

• 

the.• ohjc.'<.1 wus that of a twc.•nty-fnot SJlhc.·n ·-u hulloun-photu· 
Kraphc.'<l from a distUIK'C of :)O,ooo fc.'t'l. 
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Jt 1, I !)Sa, two days after the Michigan tr. • ownt, such a 
c~rose with an Impressive radar-vlsual-photo~r., •• etc sighting 

Bellefontaine, Ohio [2]. At to:•s A.M. C.D.S.T., the radar 

1JCrator at the Air Defense command post pick<·d up an uniden
tified target north of Dayton, moving southwest at a speed of about 
515 miles an hour. Two jets from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
w~re ICiambled for an Intercept and were vectored tn by ground 
control. Since the ground radar wu not equipped with height
finding devices, however, the operator could not direct the pilots 
to a sped8c altitude; he could only teD them whether they were 
nearer to or farther from the target. 

When the jets had reached 30,000 feet, ground radar lnfm med 
them that they were almost on target, which was stfll moving 
IOUthwest at the same speed. A few seconds later, the returns frou• 
the jets and the UFO blended on the radarscope and the operator 
advised the pilots that they would have to continue the search 
vfmally. At this 11101nent, unfortunately, the ground radar mddenly 
failed. Soon after communication between ground and air had 
ended, the lead ptlot observed a silver-colored sphere several thou· 
sand feet above him. Both jets went after It but although they 
climbed to their maximum altitude, .fO,ooo feet, neither could get 
close enough to identify the object, which wu still some :)0,000 feet 
above them. One pilot, however, managed to expose several feet 
of &lm with his gun camera. At the same moment the warning light 
on his gunslght radar blinked on to Indicate it detected a solid 
object. At this point the jets broke o& the intercept and started 
back to Wright-Patterson Field. 

Both pilots then realized that, although they had been chasing 
an unknown for some ten minutes, they were still northwest of 
the base in almost the same area where they had started the inter· 
ccpt. This surprising fact seemed to indicate that the unknown had 
slowed down from its original speed of 515 miles an hour, to hover 
In the sky nearly motionless. 

Flying-saucer addicts regarded this series of events as an iron
clad case. One of them commented, ·For the first time a saucer 
had been photographed during simultaneous radar and visual sight
ings, with the camera 'plane [lie] also locked on by radar. It -wu ahlolute proof that this saucer was a solid object, a controlled, ...._._ ... 
disc-shaped machine." [ 10, p. 1og] 

After lifting the evidence, ATIC investigators eventually found 
the men pros1ic though complicated solution to the puzzle: 
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