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C/SE 9
1 August 1952 | Bellefoutaine, Ohio
Deceription of Incident |
At 15512 a rudur track appeared 20 milos MW of W-P AFB, Tuo cowrse was 240
dogreos at 400 knots. Two F-06's under GCI control wore then &W of that position.
The fichters vere voctored and mado visual eomtact st 15552, Pighters stayed with
the objoct witsil 16132,
Intarrogation of sowrces, an A major and licutenant, reveal the following:
a. Tho F-06'% clizbed to 40,0007, fell off, and then mado & second climd
'_tollﬁ,mo'. The pilot mado & comera un. The major estimated the object at 50 to
_x" 70,000, The cbjuct's sizo, accepting source's utintndmtnucmglﬁ' in
dienetor ond sowrce said his optical sight Just covered the object. The films wvore
not sufficiently clear. The objoct appoared as & fuzzy, small izage in the upper right
hond ecrmer vith disceranoble motion to lover left.
b. TVo ixpoartont facts wore cstablisheds Re-affirmation that the UFD
moved at 400 kuots und indication that the two F-8G's and WO appoored similtaneously

on the grownd radox scope. It is obivious that all eyes and antonnos were £ixed on tho

sans obJject,
Soezonts -M"f-““"““"“!

The object wvas not o balloon, since the speced was too fast. A ravinsonde vas
Pelcased at 15002 and moved off to the cast. The object moved &f ogninst the vind,
The blip sizo wos that of & normal a/c. The object was not & laown /¢ because the
altitude vas too high, The object was not astrononical es dual rador retwrns eliminate '
this. mcu-mﬂmmmumummmumtwmqmum_'

88 the raiar soet vas on high beam, and both would not occwr similtansously in the soxa
place. Tho sighting occwred “above the weather”, .
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DISPOSITION FORM
SUBJECT
™ oastricte) Progoct man ook, Om Camera rita

™ Ch Alr Technical FRON Dept of the Air Force OATE COMMENT NO. |

Center Hq USAF = AFOIN.2p Maj Pournet/ 71016 0t 50

:l-ol Returned herewith is gun camera fila taken of an unidentified flying
object by the 97th FI Squadron. , .

2. Prints were made of four frames by 0SD-OPI and declassified by Security

Review, OSD, It is understood that a print of tw of these frames will be fur-
nished TRUE magasine in answer te thelir regquest.

1 Inels /M
' Bell lam film
y Chief, Topical Division

Deputy Director for Estimates
Directorate of Intelligence, DCS/0
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DOWNGRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 18 YEARS,
DOD DIR 5200.10
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= 1 August 1952 _ Bellefontaine, Chio

Description of Incident

' At 15512, a radar track appeared 20 ziles NNW of W-P AFB. The course was |
2l0® at 400 knots. Two P-86's under GCI control were then located ten miles |
SW of that position. The fighters were vectored and made visual contact at

15552, Fighters stayed with the object until 1613Z.
Interrogation of sources, an AF major and lieutenant, reveal the following:

: a. The F-86's climbed to LE,000%, fell off, and then made a second
| " elimb to 45,000', The major made a canera run the second time and received a
weak return on his radar gunsight, 7The lieutenant's sight was "caged"™ so he
received no return. The major estizated the object at 12,000-20,000' above his
altitude of LS,000', This estimate was s:ubstantiated by the range capability
~___of the radar gunsight. The object's size, acoepting source's estimz%e of dis-
tance, was 24~l0' in dianeter and scurce said his optical sight just covered
the object: The films were not sufficiently clear. The object appeared as a
fuszy, small image in the upper right hand corner with discernable aotion to

dower left,

: be The ACKW Squadron established two important facts: Re-affimation
~ that the UFO moved at 40O knots and indicstion that the two F-86's and UFO ap-
peared simultaneocusly on the GCI scope, It is obvious that all eyes and anten-
nas were fixed on the same object,

Sosmente

The object was not a balloon, since the speed was too fast. A rawinsonde
was released at 15002 and moved off to the east, The object moved against the
wind, The blip size was that of a normal aireraft., The object was not a known
aircraft because the altitude was too highk, The object was not astronomical as
radar retuwrns eliminate this, EKlectronic or visual mirage of meteorolog-
wou.d

dual
ical is out of the question as the radar set was on high bean, and
both not occur simultanecusly in the same place. The sighting occurred
®above the weather®, .

! Cone uston
|
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'DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD DIR 56200.10
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picked up on ground radar had o

jet phne. flying out of Cleveland. It had not been identiﬁed im-
mediately because the Bellefontaine station had not received its
flight plan. At 10:45 that morning the jet had been north of Dayton,
flying at low altitude on a southwest heading, at a speed of around
525 miles an hour—the exact time, position, and speed of the radar
unknown.

2) The pilots of the interceptors never saw this jet. What they
saw, what their gun radar detected, and what their gun camera
photographed was a twenty-foot radiosonde balloon that had been
released from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base that morning shortly
before the sighting. Ground radar, on the other hand, never picked
up the balloon.

3) The chief reason for the confusion was that ground radar
did not have a height-finding device. When the operator notified
the pilots that his scope showed a blending of the returns pro-
duced by the pursuit jets and by the unknown, neither he or the
pilots had any way to tell whether the unknown was directly above
or directly below the pursuing jets. At 30,000 feet the pilots were
too high to sce the Cleveland jet far below them. But they did see
the balloon above them and naturally assumed that it was the
object they were supposed to be chasing.

4) Since the ground radar stopped functioning at this point, the
operator could no longer track the course of the unknown or of the
interceptors. If the radar had been working, he would have seen
that the target continued on to the southwest while the interceptors
were searching in a different area to the north.

FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Galley 63—-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS
5) The photographs confirmed this reconstruction of a compli-
cated series of events, The pictures obtained by the gun camera
Al displayed a round, indistinet blur. Analysis showed that the size of
| the object was that of a twenty-foot sphere—a balloon—photo-
graphed from a distance of 30,000 fect.

N ey = S i i & i il



st 1, 1952, two days after the Michigan in "“-nt, such a R

arose with an impressive radar-visual-photogru.aic sighting j ('
Bellefontaine, Ohio [2]. At 10:45 A.m. C.DS.T,, the radar
perator at the Air Defense command post picked up an uniden-
tified target north of Dayton, moving southwest at a speed of about
525 miles an hour. Two jets from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

y were scrambled for an intercept and were vectored in by ground

j control. Since the ground radar was not equipped with height-

finding devices, however, the operator could not direct the pilots

to a specific altitude; he could only tell them whether they were

nearer to or farther from the target.

When the jets had reached 30,000 feet, ground radar informed
them that they were almost on target, which was still moving
southwest at the same speed. A few seconds later, the returns from
the jets and the UFO blended on the radarscope and the operator
advised the pilots that they would have to continue the search
visually. At this moment, unfortunately, the ground radar suddenly

| failed. Soon after communication between ground and air had
w
2
:

ended, the lead pilot observed a silver-colored sphere several thou-
sand feet above him. Both jets went after it but although they
climbed to their maximum altitude, 40,000 feet, neither could get
close enough to identify the object, which was still some 30,000 feet
above them. One pilot, however, managed to expose several feet
of film with his gun camera. At the same moment the warning light
on his gunsight radar blinked on to indicate it detected a solid
object. At this point the jets broke off the intercept and started
back to Wright-Patterson Field.

Both pilots then realized that, although they had been chasing
an unknown for some ten minutes, they were still northwest of
the base in almost the same area where they had started the inter-
cept. This surprising fact seemed to indicate that the unknown had
slowed down from its original speed of 525 miles an hour, to hover
in the sky nearly motionless.

Flying-saucer addicts regarded this series of events as an iron-
clad case. One of them commented, “For the first time a saucer
had been photographed during simultaneous radar and visual sight-
ings, with the camera ‘plane [sic] also locked on by radar. It

r.:f ~  was absolute proof that this saucer was a solid object, a controlled,
disc-shaped machine.” [10, p. 109] o &

After sifting the evidence, ATIC investigators eventually found

the more prosaic though complicated solution to the puzzle:
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.y . ° A enidentified cbject was observed xt hm on reder, and fighters were |
vectored in for an attempt to idemtify the unidentified radar return,
Fighters were able to see the object, but were not able to get near it because
of the altitude of the object. The pbject Im qbeserved in thés sighting

bas positively been identified as & type of upyer air research ballocn.
I;rm astually consisted of fowr balloons attached to one "load". =

- i — 1 &

this load wieghed approximately 500 pounds, mmbomExEmEXiy and consisted .
of metal meesureing devises that would give & reder retura. (] ‘ |
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I, Interrogation of Maj Smith and Lt Hemmer by Lts Flues and Olsson revealed
!

'L’*'lﬂlﬂ“h“,ﬂﬁ.,mmcff,m-d. second olimb
to 48,000 ft, Maj Smith made a camera run the second time and received a

weak

return on his redar gunsight., Hemmer's sight was equl'. hom-:l.vod

returns, Smith estimated object at 12-20,000 ft. above him at 48, ft. 'm.
e in
tlr

estimate is substantiated by range npd:u:lty of radar nnuh

000

B. Objects sise, acoepting Smith's estimate of distance, is 24-40 ft

diameter, as computed from the fact that the gunsight is mm-mu—.
Smith said pip just covered object, '

C. The films were not sufficiently clear. Object apoeared as fussy small
image in upper right hand corner with discernable motion to lower left,

II. The object is not:

A. Balloon speed too fast, lsmzndj.dondonlmomodorttotnt.
Object moves against the winds. Blip sise is that of normal aircraft.

b. Known aircraft, Altitude too high.
¢. Astro. wual redar returns eliminate this.

d, Electronic or visual mirage or meteorological phenomena. Radar set
is on high beam, Both would not occur simultaneously in same place, Sighting

occurs "above the weather®,

and

/ (&
UNCLASSIFIED DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:;

b

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD DIR 5200.10
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FROM (. lgencp) RCUIORT WO,
Director of Intellipence, CAirC TR=60=52 —— o & =

Phile ~board the U.S, vessel 8 Luien, which vwae at enchor in the mth '
uf the Ouey=# River, Capt, called my attention to th

etati manl. g8 objecte were to the northwest nﬂ
h El AT AN elevation, They were metalic in color
ﬁ_un hioll nt 3100 p.m., wae & little more to the we:t than
obJ ntl. t - second m._g_i‘_j:ho objects dived down Lo the west
htk to m t. watching one I loet eight of the
- seconds the one I wae wetching was out of sight.

eise 1o tmhon t!m to the unknown altitude. Ench wonld snpear about the
ot @ pin heed held at arm's length, I estimnte the distrnce aes ten miles
the 75" depree angle and the sise as fifty feet in di~meter, From

the gbjecte sppesred almpst round in_ shape,

M/Sgt., USAF
Miseion
Ecuador

S

TRUE COrYs
LAWRENCE P, STOVER
Major, USAF
. Director of Intelligence
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2, Bellfontaine, Ohio - 1 August 1952

At 15512 on 1 Aug 52 ground radar from Wright-Patterson AFC sighted
an unknown object on its scope., Two F-86's from the 97th Fighter-In-
terceptor Squadron were vectored into the area and observed a silver
round object, Airborne radar contact was not made but attempts were
made to get gun camera shots, The object was above the climbing capa-
bility of the F-86's and appeared to be steadily gaining altitude when
the fighters returned to base for fuel,

The gun camera film showed a moving object which is too indistinct
for further analysis,

solutdon:s Vas a balloon,
Rl _ to f-lll slgnting.

There were local balloon releases prior




Bellefontaine, Ohio

':"*ni,siziimmﬁcn‘;nmn&u‘m; The course vas 240
‘mnmm. Two F-06's under GCI control were then SW of that position.
.f}‘p'mmmmmmwu% Pighters stayed vith
: 'mcm.-nmuw,muwm

a. The P-06' climbed to 48,000, fell off, and then made & second clisd

-_. “'I

fw,m'. The pilot mede & camera run. The major estimated the object at 50 to

Nﬂ' | M'l.m,mm'lmhdeNﬁ-ho'
mummmmmmmum ‘The filas vere .
- ot suffieciently clear. mmwusm,mmummm
. hand cormer vith discernable motion to lower left.

b Two Laportant facts were established: Re-affirmation that the UFO

wummmmum-mnh tro ¥-86's and WU appeared slmultanecusly

 fommnte < At vt aaladus !

Y The object was not & balloon, since the speed wvas too fast. A ravinsonds wvas
-"mu1mumnnumm The object moved of against the vind.
puumn-uncun;dc. The ocbject was not & kuown a/c because the
i“‘“‘tﬂu bmﬂmwummmm
this. Electromic o visual mirege of metecrclogical Shemcmsnon is cut of the question
;uh*mm-u“mwmmmmwuﬂnm
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N P
-

-\»h.ulahnm- numummumwm-u; -

o
1. 1‘“

:}
;




1 August 1952 | Bellefontaine, Ohio

.

Description of Incident
At 15512, a radar track appeared 20 ziles NNW of W-P AFB. The course was
2l0° at LOO knots., Two P-86's under GCI econtrol were then located ten miles

SW of that position. The fighters were vectored and made visual contact at
15552, PFighters stayed with the object uztil 16132Z.

I Interrogation of sources, an AF major and lieutenant, reveal the following:

| as The F-86's climbed to LE,000', fell off, and then made a second
elimd to 45,000, The major made a camera run the second time and received a
weak return on his radar gunsight., The lleutenant's sight was "caged™ so he
received no return. The major estizated the object at 12,000-20,000' above his
altitude of 15,000, This estimate was substantiated by the range capability
of the radar nnncht The object's sisze, acoepting source's estim:%e of dis-
tance, was 24-40' in dianeter and scurce said his optical sight just covered
the objoct. The films were not sufficiently clear, The object appeared as a

| fuszy, small image in the upper right hand corner with discernable notion to

h lower left.

-

- o - v
]

The ACGKW Squadron establiskted two important facts: Re-affimation
at OO knots and indicstion that the two F-86's and UFO ap-
on

| peared simultaneocusly the GCI scope. It is obvious that all eyes and anten-
: nas were fixed on the same object, '

The object was not a balloon, since the speed was too fast. A rawinsonde
was released at 15002 and moved off to the east., The object moved against the
wind, The blip size was that of a normal aireraft. The object was not a known
aircraft because the altitude was too high, The object was not astronomical as
dual radar returns eliminate this, Electronic or visual mirage of rceteorolog-
ical phencmenon is out of the question as the radar set was on high beam, and

both would not occur simultaneously in the same place, The sighting occurred
®above the weather®, _

Conclusion
Unimown

- —— — -

"DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEALS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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| et | Classilied-
UNCL. .3SIFIED Heartquzarters: Goath ACRW
By Aulhority of: Cb 30th AL
Dete
ATIC WP AFS ATTaa=5 Subj: (Unel) FLIOENPT Initials JZL:L
ATIRA=5 (2 Oot 52) 1st Ind
HEAD QUARTERS, 664TH ACEW SQUADRON, Bellefontuine, Ohio

TJ: Commanding General, Air Tech Intel Center, .right=Tatterson ..I7T,
Dayton, Ohio

In comnliance with paragraph 1, baaie letter, the Radar
Observation Datn Sheet 1s comnletnd and forwarded for your information.

FOR THE COMUDING OFFICER:

A

1 Inel | k.;.m/!r DEREZLD I
VG Iﬂt Lt-; [T..Iﬂ-l-
ad jutant

o &0
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BINCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS™
1 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
*f 30 DOD DIR 5200.10
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p AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER DATE: 29 Sep 52

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE
OHIO

In refer %o
s 0CT 2 1952

SUBJECT: (Unel) FLYOBRPT

Officer

664th AC & W lm
mm,

|
|

1, With reference to your unidentified flying object report
(FLYOBRPT) of 011550Z August 1952, it is requested that you complete
the inclosed Radar Observation Data Sheet, You may omit questions 1, J
and 6 of Part II as the Air Technical Intelligence Center is

2, &
.i.n'dfn possession of the complete weather data.

2. However, question 8, Part II, is extremely important, Speci-
mztumhmummumnmmntm
the two F-86's appeared simultaneously on the radar scope.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL

hacir

1l Incl
Radar Observation AMTS C. PASCHAL
De Ist Lieut, U
ta Sheet Anst ""ﬁ‘?:lfnt General

GRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS,
IED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD DIR 5200.10
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0l e receliver opera

Tos - hﬂhpul.un
Has interierence O 3r' radar set been oovservec recen

uim_ﬂmu an interfering sig

None observed, nﬂ ml are familiar with adjacent station M-rm

» and are El‘!ﬂﬂhﬁ

De W pe indicators, "} cope", m,_.,uuuu_nw 1] ' "
PPI1 Scope

o NRAL WAS 1he Tecar Scan rave
3.3 RPN

_____ appro requency oi une an sm
1290 Mo

GENERAL QUESTIONS
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: B were the general weather conditions at ne unidenti zet was obse "
!

weather d: rom neé ..waa 8 avallat on tempera vs

' STt ks, RealdTty v TtTtks, sad wind ¥o m— Ve al
X ‘
» Was the target observed by any other neart uipments? If so, give details. -
No
« Are the opera and rvisor ar wi s effects of anomalous (duc
mcagmm on as th EEEEEI type radar? it e e
‘ —— !
ATIC Form 332 (18 Jun 52 | - i : Page 1 of 2
ot X L UNCLASSIFIED ~ =~ ° -

DOWNGRALISD AT 38 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD DIR 56200.10
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b 108 0NOmAlons prop qwat on been observed to extend the 1MNpcC : clu 1
Tadar ot this he , and did this condition exist duri ing or near the time
Ear;,et. was B"emd? e o
kR

he Nhat effects of ra ave been observed on 8 radar

arget coula nave been one oi our own !

y Yes, lmnﬁmdlﬂowhmwwwummr Target
mhlmuhm:nmmmumwmnwunm

Je Was any erception a pted? If so, give details.
Iwmmm but target was too high for the aircraft to get
Mtumtunwmun. Pictues were taken,

s« Were

airer

ITI. SPECIFIC TARGET QU%TIONS
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1, What technical rsonnel observed the unlmuwn target? Have tl'_wx gnastionad
Thoroughly? Wh % was their opinfon? ‘o5 smith, Flight Leader and Lt. Lott,
Gmmwmm rlu & tm.ptdwumtmtmotonth

et positions as they appearsd on the

) ; Lyoaan Lying =
_ a.%v—n' %fc:?—iu%ﬁmr oset.

o ALV f PEEB, azim g E deé, anc ne was €@ Larget obse

Range 25 miles, asimuth 230°, altitude unknown, High bean was used - target =
was abome 10,000 feet.

as compared with conven aircral®

» Was the target of consistent size, or did it change rapid.
!u.munbutonl:l.uto.m intercept.
O Was the speed of the target constant or variable? |

!podu-m.hutmm.

o Dic e target appear ' zgr_'_cearma 0 as compared with a known alrcr:
ELI‘EOE,

Slear until fade.
argetls were ooservec an __2 same Eanar aru, : ude, an

- at other (aircre

‘t-_ﬁ' e as that of ___’EE unknown target? ——
2 F=86's from 97th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Wright-Patterson AFB,
Dm m .t ”'m f“" .QB-L. II iir. ; ; AT \7" LS:
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