~..0JECT 18073 RECORD

__;_H.'_ Rl T : ﬂw
. TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION [
g | '
L S R AR Ci'Z trne cosst of Soutn C:rolina anc Georzia .,
3. H ACE 110. CONCLUSION | A :
| INSUSFICIENT DATA FOR EZVALUATION
NUMBER OF C3JECTS Comments: OSee reverse side of card ’
] |
=0 _ P
i 9. ENGTH OF O3SERVATION 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS _ i

-
e T -
:il.;.-n-.‘

iy ] L

- -

The observer signted five to seven orangish lights that were

. YPE OF OBSERVATION

L wisual

R

in a line and staggered upward on a titled axis. The lights
wvere seen for three to four minutes and suddenly went out

"as if turned off." A second pilot, 1l minutes later and

7. COuURSE

-

SonaTusSing

125 miles away, reported that he saw a single white light,
then reported that he saw seven lights forming a triangle {
then all dl sapreared. Zoth pilots are reported to have

8. PHOTOS
i
0 Yes
-:':1{ Mo

placed the lights just off the coast lines of South
Carolina and Georgie.

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

o Yes
o No

FORM

Previous sditlons of this form may be used.

FTD sepé3 0-329 (TDE)
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REPLY TO

ATTN CF

SUDJECT

g
|

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTIZIRS FOREICN TECHMOLOGY DIVISION (AFSC)
WRIGHT.-FATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. OHIO 43433

Newnar, Ceorgia 31701

Your name has been given to the Aerlal Phenomena Office (Project
Blue Look) as being a witness to an unidentified flying object.

If you were a witness to an UFO sighting on September 27, 1967
would you please complete the attached AF Form 117 and return it

in the envelope provided. If you were not a witness to this
sighting, would you please make a statement to this effect on the
attached form. The information which you provide will be used in
evaluating this observetion. Thank you for your assistance in this
matter.

’ F g
Fl 1

.'ﬂ 1

‘HECTOR QUINTANILLA, Jr, Major, USAF 1 Atch

Chief, Aerial Phenomena Office AF Form 117 w/envelope
Aerospac2 Technologies Division

Production Directorate
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SUIJECT

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

EAODQUARTEAS FO N TECHNOLOGY DIVISION [AF3CT)
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OFIO 43433
[DPT (UFO) DA O B one

j .‘J.,.il Fa -

UMD Ohservatic

n / - ’
y £f Septexber 1967

Yfour name has been given to the Aerial Phenomena Office (Project
Blue Book) as beinz a witness to an unidentified flying object.
If you were & witness to sn UFO sighting on o Saptember 1067
would you please complete the attached AF Form 117 and return it

in the envelope provided. If you were not a witnesa to this
sighting, would you please make a statement to this effect on the
attached form. The information which you provide will be used in
evaluating this observation. Thank you for your assistance in this

matter,

1)

i

HECTOR QUINTANILLA, Jr, Major, USAF 1 Atch

Chief, Aerial Phenomenz Office AF Form 117 w/envelcop=s

Aercospace Technologies Divisilcn
Production Directorate



- e "r
ey el ol ) — R 5 Wl ' - - S 5 g o il » h
d 8 r
DerrAaiMmEMtdg OfF e et P B e

HEADQUARTERS FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION (AFSC)H T AN e TN

1 eI 5y
WRIGHT PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. OH!O 45433 "-"—"‘“-:_-.:y—r‘f 3

AXALY TO f T T
ATTN OF LDPT/ U0

ausJicy UFO Observation , 7 Scptender .]_'_,,:,T
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Your name has been given to the Aerial Phenomsna Branch (Project
Blue Bcok) as being a witness to an unidentified flying ob]uru.
If you were a witness to ean UFO sighting on 27 S:nhomber 185]
would you please couplete the attached EF Fﬂrm 117 and return i

in the envelope nr’v*i :d. If you were not a witness tc this sighting
would you please make a statement t: this effect on the attached f
The information which you provide will be used in evaluating this
observation. Thank you for your assistance in this matter

JAMES C. HAHAWT} Colonel, USAF 1 Atch
c f Production AF Form 117
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A i

TDPT (UFO) Maj Quintanilla/70916/mas/16 Nov 67

70 Observation, Z7 Septeaber 1957

53th BW - 134th ARG &

Jeymour Johnson AFB, N Carolina 27530 McGhee Tyson Airport
' Knoxville, Tenn 37901

363rd TRW

Shaw AFB, S Carolina 29152 &~

Le The Aerial Phenomena Branch ia in receipt of an unidentified
21lying oblect report which oceurred in the Georgia eond South
Carolina cocatal ares on 27 Septembar 1967 between 03002 and
09302Z. The sizghting was described as five to zeven lights that
vere in s trsil. . | |

Z. Request information on wnether you scheduled sny refueling
miszsions over these areas during the abvove time period. Tour
nssistaace in this maiter 1s appreciated.

FOR THE COMMANDER

TOR QUINTANILLA, Jr, Major, USAF
uhier;.ﬁerial Phenomens Branch
Aerospace Technologies Division
Ernduntinn Directorate -

Lt ] ' ;..};1‘ 3y
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'i m : =i,
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e "y DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 43TH BOMBARDMENT WING (SAC)

SEYMOUR JOHNSON AIR FORCE SASE, NORTH CAROLINA 27530

REPLY TO

ATTNOF: DCO 30 November 1967

sussec:  UFO Observation, 27 September 1967 (Your ltr, 27 Nov 1967)

to:  Hq Foreign Technology Division (TDPT/UFO)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433

This unit flew a large scale mission on the night of 26-27 September
1967, All tankers were on the ground at least three hours prior to
0900Z, and the bombers were not in subject area.

FOR THE COMMANDER

]

OHN F. NUDING, Lt Colonel, USAF
Asst Deputy Commander for Operations

/

S

Pedace . . . . is our Profession

Hﬁil-‘itﬂ‘—'-iii—--_——m._—.:—_&ﬁ F A T o M : . ‘ %
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lst Ind to Hag Foreign Technology Division (AI'SC) Ltr,
16 Nov 67

134 Air Rflg Gp (TAC) 27 November 1967

TO: Hqg Foreign Technology Division (AFSC), Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, Ohio

No aircraft of this unit was airborne during the period 1n
question.

FOR THE COMMANDER

WILBUR P LYELL,
Administrative

Col, Tenn ANG
aff Officer
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SUIJEICT

TO:

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQQUARTERS FOREICN TESCHNOLAOGY DIVISION

ar 2 )

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BDASE. OUHIO 43433

oPr (UF0) MOV 1 61967

JF) Observation, 27 September 1067

L34th ARG
“cGhee Tyson Airport
Knoxville, Tenn 237901

L. The Aerial Phenomena Iranch 13 in receipt of an unidentiried
Tlying ob,ject report wvhich pecurred in the Georgia and South
Carolina coastal area on 27 September 1767 between 0900Z and

0930Z. The sighting was descridbed as five to seven lizhta that
vere in a trail.

2., Request informaticn on vhether you scheduled any refueling
missions over these arsas during the a2bove time period. Your
assistmce Iin this matter is sppreciated.

“OR THE COMMANDER

\W r; }hjﬂr,

Chief, Aerial Phencmena Sranch
Aerospace Technologles Division
“roduction Directorate




W : DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
: HEADQUARTERS 2330 TACTICAL RECONNAISSANGE Wit

1 =F

f SHAW AIR FOHCE BASE, SOCUTH CAROLINA £2152

: AEPLY TO 22 NOV 1567
| ATTN 0F:  DOCS (Major Morris/2237)
i subjecT: UFO Observation, 27 September 1967 (Your ltr, 16 Nov 67)
{ to: FTID (TD-PT/UFO)
} Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433
?
: The 363 Tac Recon Wg had no refuelings being conducted during this time
i period. All flying ended by 0400Z,
I. FOR THE COMMANDER _
E - A
| AT /_,..'--"_" : £ .
| &_ B P o ,..-i-'._'.{_.f‘{;a-ff: A C’J/
ROBERT .D, WILLIAMS, Colonel, USAF
Deputy Commander, Operations
|
:
|
'>
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AiR FORCE [ A
STAFF MESSABE BRANCH i

=y e : : INCOMING MESSAGE
A AN 36193 (31 Oct 6?) F,frfeb 1 : Pglﬂf 5

| !EN(iJASSiFI’ED—] )

ACTICN: RDC-Z LiFO: XOP-2, X0X-2, SAFDS-3, DIA-1 (13) ADV CY¥: JCS/DIA
| |
&3 A1T78PTTIZYW RUCLALAZ2653 324 1825-UUUU—RLEFHQA
ZNR ULULY
P 3115582 OCT 67
R4 A37MAY CHASN AFB SC -
T RINMEVAZADC

HEDARA/SORAD FT LEE AFS VA

i

SCLAS GASTOTO: G232 OCT. §7F0R OFFICIAL USE ONLY)
CLEARED FOR MINIMIZEY SECTION 1OF IL

R TOETR/AFRDC/SAF DI. SIB.ECT LFO REFORT

A (1) LINE OF LIGHTS STAGGERED UPWARD ON TILTED AXIS.
2) DIDISTINGUISAABIE AT 15 MILES.

(G) CRaNGE TINT.

) FIVE T0 SEVEN OBECTS:

53 1 TRALL. A |

5) TUO LI3HTS STF BY SDE CONMECTED LIXE DIMBELL.

W r——
e, "105-:.

AFHR i es 0-308C ok 1 EHCLASSIHED l Ses i,f ,"J*; |




- [Moncuassine |

UEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF MESSAGE BGRANCH
IHCOMING MESSABE

ARIN: 36193

KIL NONE

PAGE 2 RUCLALARESS LRNCLAS

) RELAT IVE MOTICN Z.0W AND T0 RIGHT OF FIELD TAKING OFF
RNUAY 21,

B (1> COTPILOT CF CREW.

@) APFROX 10 DEG FLEVAT ION AnD 280 DEGREES AZIMUIH,
33 SAME FLEVATIONC G DEGREES) HOWEVER LIGHID WENT
QUT AS IF TURNZD OFF e

¢4} APPREZARD TO BE APPROACHING TOWARD AIRFORT ASCUT
i§ QECICES OFF RIMJAY HEADING AT APPROX 19 DEGREES
ELEVAT ION.

&) LIGNTS WENT SUDDENLY DIt AMD THEN OUL.

{8) THREE T0 FEL.’R ﬁINUTES-'

G 1) aiR VISUAL.

@) HICNE |

G) U 340 DELTA FLIGHT 454, ALT 00 FEET, HEADING
¢ DEFEES, SFEED 138X, STATIGNED ATLANTA.

D (b 210982

s { Pl Yy
ZJ) NiGH1

FAGE 3 RUCLALA2G5S INQAS

T

AFHQ . 0-309C % UNCLASSIFIED

Pg 2of
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Jj 2C0
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AR The georrannical location of the first pilot is not given. The direction

o travel .s confusing, since it is ziven with respect to an unnamed (in the TWX)
alrrields with the information given 1t is impossible to determine if both sightings
~ore of tie same lights. Because the information was so sketchy both pilots have since
besn reguested to complete a AF Form 117 but neither has done so as of 28 August 1968,
Tre 377G d&ir Jiv at Cunter Field, the 3rd Air Div at Ft lee and 792nd radar sight at
Jharieslon were contacted at the tiie of the sighting but none carried any indications
on their scopes. Scheduling units Tor refueling operations in the South Caplina,
Jeorgia area were coantacted with neaativ& results. All bases on the SE coast possessing
airerart capable of the speeds indicated (assuming the two sightings are of the same

lighes and that they had traveled 123 miles in 11 ﬂ*nutes) vere contacted. None
hac aircraiv in the area of the reported sighiings There were no Known rocket
lauenches that could account for the sightings. ©No pilots reported the lights to
tne Volunteer PFlight Officer Networx. No meteor reports were given to the American
Meteor society for the time period in question. ZEecause there is a gross amount of
information lacking about the sighting and the fact that it cannot be established
that the two different pilots saw the same lights the sighting is being carried as
INSUFFICIENT DATA FOR EVALUATION,

= w oW e i -

= o=
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UNCLASSIFIED

REPARTMENT CF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
INCOMING MESSASE

M (1) COCKPIT OF AIRCRAFT . Greeq

.
F. (D FSNSERRERNSeNe, o 35, P.0. 20X @@ NEwiR.
CRGIA, AIRLINE POLOT, TW YEARS CCOLLEGE.
:: G (1) NIGHT, WIND CALM, VERY BLACK IN DIRECTION OF FLIGHT.
@) SURFACE 10/23K, S.070 FEET 270/09K, 12, 00F T
XN/25%, 16,220 FT 250/38, 20, CIFEET 262/45,
| 33,020 FEET 28@/53%K, 58,239 FT 280/4%K, .82, 22T
507 B3Te
(3) CLEAR

WP INCREASES 10 DEGREES Ce

4
Q
\v)
&
5
F]
g
g

g Al i
Ty o ——— i L e e | -l‘-_.' "-'
Bo@ FEEl- 4989 FEET, TEMP INCREASES '1 DEGREE C.

il - -

HoC1) NOME
i
:‘! - " o - ]
i 1a {7 Y02
51.'
i
&,
f/i
= e

leruq(; ial 38 :j‘EHQEaﬁ:
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UNCLASSIFIED

i i - Tl

GEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORLE
STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
INCOMING MESSAGE

FTN: 36193 Pz Jof 5

1
L iV e

i

e T e

‘i‘l -l: ‘- | T}-‘-'E F—i"‘:—j_,.."‘:‘f :_F; 1 4 i- ‘.’l ID:;H'-JI -.: [ -:5 F'] - IFJ. E !‘_Jr;ta TO -l H..::-

NG TO JACKSONVILLE CENTER. HE COWLD NOT B

FEACHED FOR A DEBRIEF ING. HIS REFORT IS THE ASOVE

NTORMATION, THIS SIGHTING WAS AL REFORIED BY
ACTHER ©0.0T ELEVEN MINUIES LATER, 128 MILES AWAY.

- - 3 . ¥ g ™ & F---.-'l _?ﬂ" g — -
iMIS F "'_D-T Jas S LUING MORTH OVAH STARF ISH NinnoL 10\'1

|
e - g—— s : o WV 5 "'+| A, 'l-q-i"l--\-.- -:- oy -—ﬂ-:: 'l.','ﬂ
:_]'...F'_,.E _';“_.F.*._‘:-. ::r*? I-.-.-:' J e N 'r Lol T LS e -"Il"dr-i-.-.i’ -i S G.LL
L':_‘-I Iy r——— -
I 1 IGMT TN SVEN L T.'*""c TOR T‘«:G A TRIANGLE
T .- Rl iy el o R - L
‘1""-_____ ___-_:- - -"'__.-._'_? =

TN ALL DISAPPEARED. THIS PLOT HAS NOT BEEN

, FLA. AS THE REFORTS VERE
-0 JACKZONVILLE CENTER, THE CENTER IMMEDIAIELY

| S ..i,|-*—-|'-l"' J | — A bl & ' - g

— - - - P, ¥ - ...-‘,.._.._‘-_.-ﬁ.l-l "I.T- Ip-u,_.ll_—-—nj — —l—D
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A, T:2 o AYR DIVISION AT FT LEE vVa AND 1THE
— . A i B it g - L h.::-“t- % "‘-: ..-"".. '.I' - Y W
200 RADAR SITZ AT CHARLESITN. MONe CAann D AN
it et ot @eaes My BAGEG ON THE
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L3 B 3
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| UNCLASSIFIED

L e ——

CEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FOACE
oTAFF MESSAGE 5RAHEH

ARIN: 36193 g Sof &5

E2DS INDICATED WERE CALLED, NONE HAD AIRCRAFT IN
THE 43 OF THE REPCRTED SIGHTINGS., IN TALKING
0 LT. LEWIS, NORADy COLORADO SPRINGS HE COWD

ATTRIBUTE NO EXFLINATION RELATIVE TO SATELLIIES.

. Ee—— . . ol

= DID STATE THAT A SATELLITE DISINTREGAT ING

Famy § TR

WLiLl FRODUCE A-PreNOMENA-ALNOST TDENTICAL TD 1HE L,.:.ji

B =
R

FATTERN DESCRIBED BY THE TWO PILOTS. A LOW INVERSION

] . .‘1'-' -...'...Hl.,.jl. 4 2 | — - -
o - A ap - w— - _||l‘—- = W '...'.-. -_:Il'l-l"l.'-_.- -:-‘:4-1 5 . l.iJ v M~ ® 3 “F
JLLs Y W ‘L Y «.-TI!.."":H_.:.:-'hu-'* o PRl :"JJ:...UIJ 'r-l'.n..l-.-l...- i L-!lq-i

TR I0KS WITH LIGYTS, WEATHER AT CHARLESION HOWEVER

= ]

WS CLEAR AS TDICATED IN ASOVE REFORT. IT SHOUD

£ NUTED THAT BOTH SIGHTINGS HAD THE WNIDENT IF IED

Ip--"i..—-.l.d' IJ:I"!‘ i gl
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A Lanvss 0-309C
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BrTUZYUW RUCLALAZESS 3041629-UUUU==RUEDELF .
R UUuUY

1558%Z OCT 67

Vi WETMAW CHASH AFE sCv”

D RUEMEVAZADC

JEDARA/3SIAD FT LEE AFS VA
JEDFIF/FTL WPAFG »
JEFRGA/CSAF

JEFHRA/OSAF WASH DC

-
!

NCLAS 64370T0: 02308 OCT &€7(FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY)
—

CLEARED FOR MINIMIZE) FINAL SECTION OF Il

SJECT OVER THE ATLANTIC OCEAN JUST OFF THE COAST
INES OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND GLORGIAe AS INVESTICGAT=-
NG OFFICER I CANNOT EXPLAIN THE PHENOMENA REPORTED.
HAVE NOT THROUGH LING DISTANCE CALLS CONTACTED

HE PRIVATE PILOT FLYING THE LIGHT AIRCRAFT OUT

F MIAMI IN RESPECT 70 THE AUSTERITY PROGRAM HOWEVER

F NOTIFIED TO FURTHER INVESTIGATEe LOCATING AND
NTERVIEWING THIS PILOT WOULD BE THE NEXT STEP.

AJOR WILLARD Ee KREIULERe USAFe AUTOVON 431-146%

b
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TTUZYUW RUCLALAZESS 3041629=-UUUU==RULLFIF e

PR UOUULUY

15582 CGCT &7
M BI37MAW CHASN AFGE SOV
O HuMiMFVAZARDC
UEDARA/IIAD FT LEE AFS VA
ULDFIF/FTD WPAFD 4
ULFHOAZCSAF
VEFHIL/0SAF WASH LC
T

NCLAS GU42T70TO: 02308 0CT GT{FOK CFFICIAL USE CiNLY)

.|—-|-"'-""-'.'--.-..‘I = - =
CLEARLD FOR MINRIMIZE) FINAL LLETIL}f‘f OF 11e

DJECT OVER THE ATLANTIC OCEAN JUST OFF THE COASLT

TNES OF EUUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIAS AS INVESTIGAT=

NG OFFICER I CANNOT EXFLAIN THE PHEROMENA REPORTED.
HAVE NOT THRCUGH LING DISTANCE CALLS CONTACTED

HE PRIVATE PILOT FLYING THE LIGHT AIRCRAFT CUT

LF MIAMI IN RESPECT TO THE AUSTERITY PROGRAM HOWEVER

PF ROTIFIEC TO FURTHER INVESTiIGATE» LOCATING AND

NTERVIEWING THIS PILOT wWOULD OGF THE KREXT STEPR.

BRLJOR RILLARD £« KREIDLERe USAFe AUTOVGH 431-~1466
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vk
faane.
"DPT (UFO) 14 o1 guintanilla/70916/ans/9 Jul 63
UF0 QOuservation, 27 Septamber 1567
Dr. Charles P, Olivier Mr. H. E. Roth, Project Director
American Meteor Society . Volunteer Flight Officer Network,United Airliins
521 North Wynnewood Stapleton International Airport

Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072 Denver, Colorado 380207

l. - The Aerial Phenomena Office is in receipt of an unidentified
flying cbject (UFO) report which occurred on 27 Heptember 1067 at
approximately 09032. The gighting was of 5 « 7 lights that were
seen. off the Bouth Carolina/Georgie coast. Although the sighting
was . reported by two different airplanes, the information is skeichy
and incomplete. The duration secems to have been 3 to b minutes, but
the: course of the-objects (lights) is not really stated.

2, 5 pid you raceive gany similar repcrts'far thia spvroximate tine
and location? - If so, we would appreciate whatever data you can
provide, |

3o - Thapk you for your cnntiﬁhed assistance.

g o
aw

OR QUINTANILIA, Jr, Lt Colonel, USAF
ef, Aerial) Phenomena Office o3 S X
. Aernapane Technnlngiea Di?iainn v Pucl e e vty
Prnduntiun Directnrate & ¥ T
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The Annugal A.K.B,Repoxryv for 196? woleh 28 Zesuged us
HeDalhe 0. 1B Hag =5 lagt been :".:'-‘-..:;ec'. 2ol nere. L hone you rseel
YOUX CODY. Reveral Tirepclls vere alfcursed In 3I0. A1lsC acknevigl~
asns Tor the help your office &% Vxirnt=Paticerson fos miven us.
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Stupletan Internalional Airport, Denver, Colorado 80207

July 16%h, 1968

% »

Colonel Hector Quintanille, Jr.

ef, Aerial Phenomena Cffice
oﬂpﬂcn Technologies Nivision
PDﬂHﬂ*ion Nirectorate
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Napy Colonel Quintanillsa:

In reply 0 your letter, July 9th, reques*ing information on
pilot sightings of Septemver 27th, 1967 et or about C903Z.

The pilot reports that we have on that date are nmore then six
hours earlisr, and in the Turopean area.

ﬂlqﬂ, I would like to men‘*ﬂn, there were no catalogued
sahellite re-entries on that day.

I &m gorry thet we can not be of any agsistance at thils time.,

i &m "mﬂﬂeﬂ"ng, perhaps, if it might be of some help to you,
“o add you to our mailing list for copies of piloh reports as
va receilve them, Although this would include resorts from all
creas of the world, you could easily discerd the ones that do
nob apply to this part of the world.

Y“hilemany of these reports are meteoritic in neture, they mey
nrove to be of some agsistence tu you in your work. I have
found that all too often, especially in high density areas of
nuaman haulﬁaﬁlﬂn, long enduring end bright metesors are mistaken
Yor intellegently controlled flight characteristics, This goes
rore g0 for sakellite re-entries because there is a grester
anount, of 'sheddlnp of material' during the Liﬁ 1 stages of
ro—-entry. his of course, is due 1o, eand veries with, the
nuww“Fc*urTﬁﬂ of the ate$11 e and whet duty 1ﬁ was to perfornm,
vhile a mebteor is gquite solid in nature except for the slightl
‘ura Yearbonaceous chondrites' which ers porous.,
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Plnase let me know whether or not you feel
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opr (UF0) Lt Col Guintanills/70916/mhs/7 May &8

RO Observation, 27 September 1567

‘disa Joyce B. Millirer

Public Information Specialist

iational Aercnautics and Space Administration
wallops Station

wallops Island, Virginia 23337

1. . The Aerial Phenomena Office 1s 1n receipt of an unidentified
f1ying ovject (UFQ) report that occurred on 27 September 1367 at
09032+ The cobservers sighted several corangish lights heading in
a :mut.herly directinn off the coast of South Caroclina and CGeorgia.

2. Bi:l :mur organimtion have any missile la:unc..es that may have
teen raspunsible for this sighting?

3. Thank you fnwmr assistance in this mutter.

 QUINTANILIA, Jr, Lt Colonel, USAF
ef, Aerial Phenomena Office

Aarcospace Technologles D:Lvision
Prudnetion Direutorate




NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SFACE ADMINISTRATION
WALIL.OPS STATION
WALLOPS ISLAND, VIRGINIA 23337

May 10, 1968
IN REPLY REFER TO
A=16,2
39/JBM

LLt. Colonel Hector Quintanilla, Jr.

Chief, Aerial Phenomena Office

Aerospace Technologies Division

Department of the Air Force

Hq. Foreign Technology Division (AFSC)
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 45433

Dear Colonel Quintanilla:

In reply to your recent memorandum, Wallops did not launch-
any rockets on September 27, 1967, that would have been
responsible for your reported sighting at 0903Z. However,
we did launch two barium vapor cloud experiments here on
October 3 and 4, 1967, which were visible for hundreds of
miles (copy of news release enclosed).

If we can be of any further assistance, please let us know.

Sincerely yours,
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Joyce B. Milliner
Public Information Specialist

Enclosure 1




NEWS RELEASE
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

WALLOPS STATION, WALLCPS ISLAND, VYIRGINIA 23337
TELEPHONE, VALLEY 43411 - EXTS. 5334 ond 579

FOR RELEAse. [IONDAY P.M,
OCTOBER 2, 1967

ipihe ), 7 R0, EDT
e BARIUM ILAUNCHES

T8 pm 2p7 Cllbdey % 1967 TO COLOR SKY

OF EAST COAST

With favorable weather conditions, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration will launch barium vapor
clouds into the upper atmosphere from Wallops Island, Va.,
at sunset no earlier than October 3 and 4.

The huge glowing green and purple clouds may be visible
over much of the eastern United States, hundreds of miles
from the launch site.

Objectives of the experiments are: (1) to obtain
measurements of electric fields and wind motion in the upper
atmosphere by photographing and tracking the movement of
ionized barium clouds; and (2) measurement of attenuation

on passage of radio signals thrcugh the ionized barium plasmas.
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Barium vapor releases will occur as the rocket ascends
at about 75, 115, and 140 statute miles, forming three distinct
clouds. An RF transmitter on board the rocket will transmit
radio signals down through the artificial clouds, and receivers
on the ground will determine the degree of attenuation or
interference caused by passage of the signals through the
ionized vapor. The clouds will be photographed from several
camera sites along the East Coast.

The twilight launchings are scheduled for 7:18 p.m. EDT
each evening on a Nike-Tomahawk research rocket. If weather
conditions are unfaverable, attempts will be made on successive
nights, with slight variations in launch times,

The clouds first appear light green tinged with red.

They then turn purple in elongated patterns along the lines
of the Earth's magnetic field. The clouds may extend across
the sky for several hundred miles and be visible for 30
minutes to one hour.

The experiments are being conducted for the Air Force
Cambridge Research Laboratories, Bedford, Mass. N. W.

iy |

Rosenberg of AFCRL is the Project Scientist. William T,

Burns is the Project Engineer for Wallops Station,

~-END-



