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THE WORLD-WIDE UFO RESEARCH NETWORK 

Idealism and reality seldom parallel each other. Idealistically, it 

would be to everyone's benefit to have a for·mal �orld-wide UFO research 

organisation. In reality, this is probably a pipe-dream because it 

seems the more structured an organisation, the greater the potential 

for the disharmony of politics. Unfortunately, any organisation, 

that does not screen its members carefully, will have in its ranks 

a certain percentage of individuals who want to run the show, usually 

to everyone's detriment. So, the establishment of a formal, world

wide, UFO research organisation would probably be a futile exercise. 

Nonetheless, we firmly believe it is possible to have an informal, 

loosely-knit, network of UFO research organisations, and individuals, 

exchanging information and assisting each other on a world-wide scale

Obviously, we are not alone in this belief. Over recent years, a 

trend towards international co-operation has emerged. We have been 

very impressed, through UFORAN, by the integrity of both local and 

overseas writers, by the thoroughness of their research and their 

willingness to share their information. All researchers, who share 

and support each other locally and internationally, are already 

members of the world-wide UFO research network. This a trend which we 

will continue to whole-heartedly support through UFORAN-1 
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A 

CASH-LANDRUM 

RETROSPECTIVE 

CASE 

SUMMARY 

On December 29, 1980, Vickie Landrum <57>, 

her 7-year-old �randson ColbY Landrum, and 

BettY Cash <51>, were drivin� home to 

DaYton, Texas, on the Cleveland-Huffman 

road, just north of Lake Houston. It was 

aPProximatelY 9 P.m. and the road was 

deserted. Several miles ahead, just above 

the Pine trees, theY noticed the Presence 

of a verY intense li�ht. A few minutes 

later, the bri�ht li�ht came down over the 

road ahead of them and "was like a diamond 

of fire". The whole area was lit like day

time. The UFO Periodical IY belched flames 

downwards. Fearin� for their lives, Betty 

Cash stoPPed the car without leavin� the 

road. The vehicle raPidlY heated to an 

uncomfortable temPerature so the witnesses 

�ot out. ColbY Landrum was terrified and 

dived back into the car. His �randmother, 

Vickie, �ot in to comfort him. Betty 

stood for a moment bY the driver's door 

and then walked forward to the front of 

the car. Vickie Pleaded with her to re

turn which she eventual IY did. The car 

door and handle were so hot that she had 

to use her leather coat to oPen the door. 

It was a winter ni�ht and the temperature 

was about 40°F. However, the heat from 

severe headaches, nausea, swollen earlobes 

and eYelids, diarrhoea and facial blisters 

for several days after. 

The health of Betty Cash, who received the 

most exPosure, deteriorated substantial IY 

and she was admitted to ParkwaY HosPital 

for a week and later for two weeks. She 

was in and out of the hosPital from October 

throu�h to December 1981 with chronic 

illnesses. 

The witnesses still exPerience nausea, loss 

of aPPetite, skin blotches and blisters. 

The three witnesses have twice filed admini

strative claims for medical treatment with 

the U.S. Air Force but were, on each 

occasion, refused helP. The Air Force 

stated, "our investi�ation has revealed no 

evidence of involvement bY anY militarY 

Personnel, equiPment or aircraft in this 

al le�ed incident". 

In their suit, BettY Cash, Vickie and 

ColbY Landrum asked for dama�es totallin� 

$20 mi I I ion. 

the UFO caused the witnesses to sweat and AttorneY Peter Gerston is rePresentin� the 

feel so uncomfortable that theY were forced witnesses and the case has been indePendent-

to Put the car's air conditioner on. IY investi�ated bY John Schuessler, of VISIT. 

Finally, the object stoPPed bel chin� flames, For John's in-dePth write-uP of this case, 

and risin� and droPPin� in altitude, and see the SePtember 1983 edition of the MUFON 

rose to the south-west and was lost to UFO Journal. Ed 

f\�ht over the trees. Vickie and ColbY 

s�w several helicoPters in the area. 

Durin� the encounter, Betty was directlY 

exPosed to the Phenomena for 5 to 10 min

utes, Vickie 3 to 5 minutes, and Colby 

onlY a minute or so. 

Betty raced homeward and turned ri�ht on 

hi�hwaY FM2100. APProximatelY five minutes 

later, they saw the UFO and a lar�e number 

of helicoPters ahead. TheY counted more 

than 20 helicoPters and their "roar was 

I ike a tornado". 

TheY started UP a�ain, sPed towards.home, 

and saw the object for another 5 minutes 

as it climbed into the ni�ht skY. The 

UFO was in si�ht for more than 20 minutes. 

Fol lowin� the event, the witnesses suffered 

WARNING 

Indi vi duals have been opera ti ng i n  Texas 

and Australi a , a t tempti ng to collect money 

in support of the Cash-Landrum cas e  vi ctims . 
Thi s  i s  not an authori sed acti vi t y .  

The Vehi cle In ternal Sys tems In vesti gati ve 

Team (VISIT) requests noti fi cati on if any 

indi vi dual requests don a t i ons in the name 

of any of the followi ng: Bet ty Cash , 
Vi cki e or Colby Landrum , John Schuessler , 

Alan Halt , VISIT , Inc . 

Although reques t i n g  donati ons ma y be well 
i n tended , no-one has gi ven permi ssi on for , 

or agreed to , any such acti vi ti es . There i s  

no guaran tee any of the funds would get to 

the vi ctims. 
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WESTERN U.S.A. --1947 

THE BEGINNINGS 

By John Burford 

© COP Y R I G H T  - JOH N B UR FOR D , 1984. 

The year 1947 is considered by many to be 

the beginning of the modern epoch of ufo

logy. Reports,prior to this time, are often 

drawn from records of varying authenticity, 
or derived from re-interpretation of 

ancient manuscripts and labelling the 

visions of ancient Egyptians, early English 

monks, or Biblical prophets as "UFOs". 

Even last century, bored newsmen were not 

averse to printing a fictitious tale from 

a local yarn-spinner, or making something 

up themselves, a practice one feels may 

still, from time to time, be continued. 

While the airship reports of 1896-97 and 

1909-10 provided us with studiable "flaps" , 

as did the grey "ghost planes" of the late 

1930s in the Baltic, the "phantom rockets" 

of post W.W.2 in the same area, and, in 

modern times, the phantom subs, I submit 

that these were reports of "phantoms" of 

vehicles then known, or at least acceptabre, 

to the technology of the time. In World 

War II, reports by aircrew of "foo fighters" 

were recorded, not in flap proportions but 

as largely individual descriptions of small 

blobs of light, rather than apparent vehi

cles (2). Therefore, it is not unfair to 

say that 1947 gave us the first "saucer 

flap" as such. It was then that waves of 
reports of apparently solid, artificial, 

flying devices were made, and these "de

vices" did not seem compatible with the 

existing state of aeronatutics. They, 

therefore, had to be assumed to have come 

from other worlds. 

I do not propose to debate the reality of 

UFOs in general here. If we presume to 
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connect the "flaps" of past decades with 

each other, we might make much of the pro

gression from "airship" to "ghost plane", 

"phantom rocket" and "flying saucer". 

Indeed, various authors have expounded on 

just such a connection in terms of religion, 

sociology, psychology, folklore or simple 

guidance by a superior race. But, since 

several legendary UFO events have entered 

the lore from the 1947 period, perhaps a 

detailed scrutiny of that episode is in 

order. We must draw, for the most part, 

on popular press as our source and should 

accordingly be wary. We may not discover 

aliens or angels among us, merely interest

ing relationships between the main events. 

The era was wedged between the end of the 

first war, in which a new and massive array 

of weapons were developed and used - the 

German missiles - the jet plane and the 

atomic bomb, and the beginning of the space 

age in which the first steps had been taken, 

and continued at that time, in White Sands 

with the captured V-2 rockets, near 

Alamogordo, where the A-bomb was tested. 

The founder of American rocketry, Goddard, 

had worked at nearby Roswell in the 1930s 

(17). America, and the world, stood between 

the memory of devastation, and the alternate 

promises of the stars, or even more massive 

destruction. It might well be argued then, 

that the time was right for the intervention 

of aliens or, perhaps, a change towards an 

up-to-date technological fantasy to become 

incorporated into our folklore to show that 

in space there was some hope of avoiding 

global disaster. 

For the most part, since the foo fighters 
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- nondescript globes of light, UFO activity 
was rare up until 1947 . E ven George 
Adamski's claimed contacts, and the pre
ceding sighting of a sp ace ship over Mt 
Palomar, were among the many "events" which 
had not achieved publicity in 194 7, but were 
published years later. Adamski wrote his 
first book, a work of fiction, in 1949 
which was, at the insistence of an acquain
tence, modified and later published as 
fact. The first actual UFO books were 
published some two or three years after 
the p eriod we are examining (12) . The 
classic space-science fiction movies,such 
"The Day the E arth Stood Still" and some 
lower-class alien invasion epics, were not 
to come till the fifties, though Flash 
Gordon and Buck Rogers were whizzing around 
cinema screens in the late 1930s (16) . 

1946 was an "empty" year, save for a spate 
of "ghost rocket" reports in May over the 
Baltic countries (2) . In 1947, a Richmond, 
Va . , weather man,tracking a balloon,follow
ed instead a domed disc across the sky with 
his theodolite (3,4) in April, and, on May 
5, a silver object fell from the sky and 
disintegrated over Washington State, scene 
of a later drama (5) . A fortnight later, 
on the 1 8th, another disc-shaped object 
was reported over Virginia (4) and, the 
day after, a silvery object over the Col
orado Desert (4,5) . On June 12, a line of 
discs were reported from Weiser, Idaho, 
and,two days later, a triangular formation 
of ten discs, "between 30 and 35 feet 
broad", was described by pilot Richard 
Rankin (4,9) . All this predated·the two 
major events, Maury Island and Kenneth 
Arnold's Mt Ranier sighting, and, indeed, 
anticipated Arnold in describing both 
discs and formations of discs. 

The notorious Maury Island incident was 
dated June 21 - a boatman, named Dahl, 
reported that six donut-shaped objects had 
manoeuvred over the small boat he occupied 
with his son, a dog, and a few other men. 
One object appeared to be in difficulties 
metallic, slag-like, material dropped from 
it, some striking the boat, injuring the 
boy, and killing the dog which was app ar
ently given a burial at sea. Dahl claimed 
to have taken a short length of movie dur
ing the event . 

He reported the incident to his boss, one 
Fred Crisman, who, at first, was said to 
have considered the report to have been 
somehow related to consumption of alcohol 
by the crew. However, he visited the is
land next day and recovered some of the 
residue and, furthermore, claims to have 
seen one of the same objects (4, 12 etc) . 

The story reached Ray Palmer, editor of a 
pulp science-fiction magazine called 
"Amazing Stories". A regular feature of 
the magazine was a column called "Discus
sions" in which the infamous "Shaver 
Mystery" was first published, starting off 
an "Inner E arth/UFO" cult. It was here, 
and not in his 194 8 magazine "Fate", that 
Palmer was to begin championing the saucer 
cause. 

Two days after the Tacoma boatman 's sight
ing, ten silver, undulating, discs were re
ported from Cedar Rapids, Iowa (sometimes 
reported as Cedar City, Utah, as, for example, 
in Arnold's quote later in these pages) . A 
prospector in the Cascade Mountains, of the 
northwest,was said to have had his compass 
deflected by a passing string of shiny discs 
a day after that and, only hours later, 
Arnold was to claim his more famous, but no 
more spectacular, sighting (4) . 

The term "flying saucer" was first attribut
ed to an 1800s rancher named John Martin, 
so Arnold was p erhpas not the originator of 
the concept, however, speaking of these 
events, investigator Ruppelt coined the term 
Unidentified Flying Object, or UFO. 

Arnold was then 32 years old, a member of 
the Idaho Search and Rescue Mercy Flyers, 
flying deputy for the Ada County Aerial 
Posse, acting deputy Federal U. S. Marshal, 
and founder and salesman for Great Western 
Fire Control System. He had bought a new 
Callair aircraft, suitable for landing in 
rough areas, and used it to tour his sales 
area of five northwestern states. On June 
24, he took off from Chehalis to Tacoma, 
Wash . , detouring slightly to look for a 
crashed Marines C-46 transport near Mt 
Ranier. The details of his report are widely 
published - he claimed to have seen an un
dulating line of shiny objects, nine in an, 
pass through the ranges. They were cres-

5 
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Kenne th Arnold 

cent shaped with a central dome, not dis
coidal, and his description of their 
motion, comparable to saucers skipping 
over water, has most usually come to be 
applied to their shape . In fact, their 
shape remains in doubt - well, after the 
event, Arnold began describing and ex
hibiting sketches of crescent-shaped ob
jects . He described the objects, apparent
ly some time before mid-July, to official 
investigators as "saucer-like objects" 
and sketched them as disc-like (see il
lustrations) (7) . 

Just after the event, he opined that the 
objects were advanced jet aircraft or 
"guided missiles, robotly controlled" (4) , 
but shortly afterwards told the Air Force 
that he "felt certain they belonged to 
our government. They have apparently 
meant no harm but, used as an instru-
ment of destruction,in combination with 
our atomic bomb, the effects could destroy 
life on our planet" (7) . It seems unusual 
to derive such philosophy from a short, 
remote, sighting - even more so to mention 
the government, then a mysterious "they", 
as owners of the objects, in almost one 
breath . 

Arnold was, however, interviewed by J .  
Allen Hynek and Captain Ruppelt and con-
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sidered reliable - his report by then was 
in the press. The Air Force concluded that 
he had seen a mirage due to "stable atmos
pheric conditions at the time . . . associated 
with weather inversions and which increase 
the refraction index of the atmosphere" (6) . 

Nonetheless, on the following two days, 
silver, round, objects were reported from 
Silver City, N . M. (25th) , and Grand Canyon, 
Arizona (26th) (1) . At 0950 Hrs, on the day 
after that, a white disc was sighted over 
Pope, N . M . ,  and,minutes later, a similar 
brilliant object was reported to authorities 
as it passed southwest over White Sands 
missile range . At 1000 Hrs something simi
lar appeared travelling in the same direc
tion over San Miguel, N . M . Colonel Turner, 
of White Sands, said later that no missiles 
had been launched since June 12 and that 
the object may have been a "daytime meteor
ite" (1) . 

At 1030 Hrs, however, three reported events 
took place in a small area of southern 
Arizona . At Bisbee, a wobbling mirror-like 
disc moved swiftly and silently across a 
miner 's field of vision . At Cole Shaft, 
two men saw a large oval object descend 
from the northwest,against the background 
of a hill, \'vhich was subsequently reported by 
other witnesses . A retired Major reported 
seeing 8-9 light-coloured discs moving north
west in a rocking motion, in single file, 
over nearby mountains (1, 7) . 

Five-plus bright discs were reported by the 
pilot of an F . Sl fighter over Lake Meade, 
Nev . , the next day . Another pilot, F .  
Dvyn, reported a "ball of fire with a fiezy 
blue trail" which passed below his plane 
and disintegrated (1, 4) . 

A few days after this, on the 30th, Dahl's 
wobbling, slag-dropping, donuts and Arnold's 
skipping saucers were to be followed by a 
crashed UFO to make the third major legend 
of the period . However, apart from the 
first White Sands report, all incidents 
derive from a book published in 1982 and 
I have found no other specific references 
to the alleged crash. In any event, on the 
29th two groups of white ovals merged near 
Clarion, Iowa, to vanish in the north or 
northwest . Again, at White Sands, a la�e, 
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round, silver object was reported moving 
north (1, 4) and, that day, at Cliff, N.M., 
Army Air Force men searched for an object, 
reported to have fallen near there, but 
found nothing more than a strange smell 
(l) . A day passed and several people in 
Albuquerque, N.M., reported 13 silver discs 
which travelled south, turned east, then 
doubled back west. At 2300 Hrs that day 
a slowly descending, whirling, yellow 
disc was reported moving west near 
Tucurncari. On July l, reports were made 
from Phoenix, Arizona, and Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, once more and, on following 
days, seven reported sightings were al
leged from Mexicali to Juarez, north 
Mexico ( l) . 

At around 2150 Hrs on July 2, a large glow
ing object zoomed out of the sky and headed 
northwest towards Corona, N.M., near which 
town a certain W . W .  Brazel remembered a 
thunderstorm, with repeated lightning 
strikes in the same area,and heard a 
"kind of explosion" unlike thunder. He 
found debris over a wide area next day. 
A Mr Barnett, near Magdalene, found that 
a metallic object was reflecting sunlight 
in the deser.t some way off on the 3rd. 
On reaching it, he saw a 25-30 foot disc. 
A group of archaeologists working nearby 
also arrived, followed by a military truck 
whose officer quickly took over the scene. 
The bodies of little humanoids were scat
tered about on the ground, others were 
inside the damaged disc, or so said 
Barnett in Berlitz & Moore 's �'Roswell 
Incident" (which tells the whole tale in 
detail) . First reports, issued to the 
press on the 8th by First Lt. Haut from 
Roswell Army Base, said that the 509th 
Bomb Group, of the 8th A. F., had gained 
"posession of a disc through the coopera
tion of one of the local rangers". Press
men, on the 7th, had tried to break the 
news via teletype only to have the machine 
stop then restart and type out, "ATTENTION 
ALBUQUERQUE . DO NOT TRANSMIT. REPEAT DO 

NOT TRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE . STOP COMMUNI
CATION IMMEDIATELY". 

The expected massive silence, interspaced 
with official explanations that the UFO 
was a downed high-altitude test bal loon, 
cloaked the removal of the Corona debris 

and the Magdalene disc to bases at Langley 
and Muroc (now Edwards A.F.B.) , Cal., or so 
the story goes. For my part, and wishing 
to stay out of controversy, I have collect
ed, and indexed, UFO reports for years and 
heard none of these details until publica
tion of Berlitz and Moore's book recently. 
I drew on most popular sources, including 
work by the Lorenzens who then lived near 
the scene of the event which, Berlitz said, 
was "for the next few days" to "affect news 
reports ... throughout the world". Yet the 
Lorenzens, ever champions of the UFO cause, 
make no mention of the great event and, in 
recent correspondence to an Adelaide re
searcher, deny any awareness of it. 

Captain E.J. Smi th 

We now leave New Mexico and move north 
again. On July 4, flying near Pendleton, 
Ore. (usually reported as E rnrnett, Idaho) , 
United Airlines DC-3 crewmen, Captain E.J. 
Smith and copilot Stevens, saw five "some
things" (4) - described elsewhere as "a 
formation of five saucers" which followed 
them on a northeasterly course for about 
45 miles. They then simply disappeared 
(10) , or "took off at tremendous speed and 
four more came into view" (9) . Or, else
where (4) , as simply "two groups of flat 
discs, probably nine total". In any event, 
if the supposed crash near Roswell did not 
achieve wide notoriety, there is every in
dication that by 8-9 July the "discs" were 
press-worthy news. The Lorenzens mention 
reports published then in two local papers 
- the editor sent the aviation correspondent 
of the Idaho "Statesman" off with an open 
brief to "conduct an aerial search of the 

7 
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northwest states in an effort of see and 

photograph a flying disc ... for as lona 0 

time as you believe reasonable, or until 

you
.

see a flying disc" (6). This man, 

David N. Johnson, as well as being a 

member of 190 Fighter Squadron of the Idaho 

National Guard, was a personal friend of 

Kenneth Arnold. It was he who had given 

Hynek a good character reference for Arnold 

when his report was under investigation 

( 7) • 

Meanwhile, on July 4, crowds of people 

reported disc sightings from Portland, Ore., 

and Hauser Lake, Idaho (4). On the 7th, 

a pilot, over Wisconsin, sighted a disc 

- according to the MUFON Journal of Nov. 

1977. On the 8th, a metallic, grey, oval 

wobbled along over mountains east of 

Tucson, Ariz. That day, between 0950 and 

1600 Hrs, a number of reports were made 

near Muroc (Edwards) A.F.B., Cal., of 

bright discs, or ovoids, in the vicinty 

of the base and nearby Rogers Dry Lake. 

They were described by pilots, ground 

personnel, and civilians (4). 

On the 8th, 9th, lOth and llth, Yurna, 

Bisb�e, Douglas, and Nogales, Arizona, 

were all the scene (once more) of glinting 

discs and lights in the sky (4, 8). During 

this period, on the 9th, Tacoma, Wash., 

home town of Dahl and Crisman of Maury Is. 

fame, was the scene of a sighting by two 

policemen who saw a trio of whirling ob

jects radiating sparks (4). On the 12th, 

a woman at Mountain Home, Idaho, reported 

a formation of flying saucers which drop

ped cinders (4). On August 11, a V-forma

tion of round objects passed over St Louis, 

Mo., (according to " Science & Mechanics" , 

May 1974). Formations were reported again 

at Twin Falls, S. Oak., on August 19, and, 

during the same period, at Rapid City, S. 

Oak. (10) 

This, then, was the UFO scene in terms of 

reports. Firstly, many reports featured 

shiny metallic discs or ellipses (of 60 

dated reports, 39 were discs, 6 ovals). 

Secondly, one fifth of those reports in

volved formations of objects - 7 of the 

formations being in line, two in " V" and 

three varied. Often, an undulating motion 

was described. Thirdly, several reports 
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placed the objects over, or near, mountains 

(Bisbee, Lowell, Douglas, Mt Ranier, the 

Cascades etc.) which some may choose to 

support a case for the sightings being of 

some atmospheric phenomenon. Fourthly, 

events concentrated in the regions of 

Tacoma/Mr Ranier, WaSh., Bisbee/Douglas, 

Ariz., the Roswell, N.M., " crash site" 

and, to a lesser degree, near Boise/Meridien, 

Idaho, Muroc A.F.B., Cal., and in South 

Dakota. Fifthly, there is a distinct lack 

of entity reports. The Roswell crash, 

unearthed in time for the book by Berlitz 

and Moore, is the one exception. Finally, 

we have a few key events, now part of UFO 

lore, namely, Maury Island, Ken Arnold, and 

Roswell, plus two fairly well known sight

ings by pilots, that is, Smith of United 

Airlines and Dave Johnson, whose experience 

will be described later. 

All the reports we have mentioned so far 

are part of the background. To me, the 

interplay of people is at least as inter

esting. 

In 1926 the first issues of the pulp 

science fiction magazine, "Amazing Stories" , 

w=re published and avidly read by a youthful 

Ray Palmer who later became a contributor 

and, at last, managing editor. In January 

1944 a letter from a Pennsylvania welder, 

named Richard Shaver, was published in 

Amazing Stories. It indicated that the 

writer had inexplicable memories of life in 

either Atlantis or Lemuria. Palmer was 

responsive to the letter and Shaver felt 

sufficiently encouraged to provide a further, 

more detailed, manuscript, badly written 

on odd scraps of paper, which Palmer later 

recalled having re-written and expanded. 

Donald Menzel, something of a skeptic, says 

that Palmer began to publicise the length

ened version of the Shaver story well be

fore publication. The result was a highly 

successful season for Amazing Stories. 

Palmer, intrigued either by Shaver's tale 

or the prospect of highly saleable material 

derived from it, speculated about the 

"ships" from Shaver's " Inner Earth" and, 

prior to the Arnold/Maury Island period, 

published conjecture about " space ships ... 

personally we believe these ships do visit 

the earth" ( 4) . 
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Ra y Palme r  

Having established Great Western Fire 
Control Suppl y, Kenneth Arnol d  had, in six 
or seven years, bui l t  up a sales round 
which caused him to operate a private 
pl ane in the course of business and, as we 
have seen, it was on one of his fl ights 
that his famous sighting occurred . 

Dick Rankin, who recorded the sighting of 
a formation of discs, some days before 
Arnold 's own, rated a mention in the 1952 
autobiography written by Arnol d  and as
sisted by Palmer. Littl e is said about 
Rankin 's sighting, but Arnold mentions 
that "Davidson and Brown (Air Force intel
l igence men) had talked to him about his 
reports of fl ying saucers. He fel t that 
Davidson and Brown were real l y  hot on the 
trail of finding out what the saucers 
were" . 

This is the first suggestion of invol ve
ment, in the 1947 events, of government 
authorities and, in fact, these two 
nfficers were to become invol ved in the 
Maury Isl and affair. 

On June 21, the al leged primary sighting 
took place. On the 24th, Arnol d is sup-

--------------------

posed to have sighted his string of UFOs. 
Somehow, Ray Palmer got to hear of both 
events, if events they were . 

In early Jul y  we know that fl ying saucers 
were newsworthy items in newspapers in 
Arizona and nearby (8) . United Press (4) 
and even "Time" and "Newsweek" (12) were 
to feature UFOs later in the month. The 
tales of saucers were worth sel l ing to the 
public then and one can imagine Pal mer, 
with past experience at profit from such 
l ines, speculating on what a good space 
invaders story would do for his magazine 's 
circul ation. Discs, as they were popularl y  
known, seem to have already gained public 
attention although, apart from George 
Adamski 's landed Venusians in October 1946 
and numerous U . S .  pilots (and one U. K. 
fighter pilot) making regul ar sightings in 
1945-46, there was not much other activity 
which survived in modern accounts. Fl ammonde, 
writing about Rankin, Arnold, and Palmer 's 
rel ationships to Maury Isl and (4) , makes a 
simil ar observation, singling out Rankin 's 
report as the first major event of the 
period . In fact, he goes on to remark that, 
in his autobiography, Arnold devoted two 
pages to a character sketch of Rankin but, 
apart from the brief quote relating to the 
two Air Force men, fail s to say how he is 
connected with any of the events Arnold 
described at length - we are left wondering 
why Rankin was mentioned at all. 

Meanwhil e, the editor of the Idaho Statesman 
sent Dave Johnson, its aviation editor, out 
on his mission to track down the discs and 
bring back evidence of their reality. 
Johnson, then a reservist, had logged con
siderable time in various military air
craft and was now in his mid thirties and 
a member of the Idaho National Guard's 190 
Fighter Squadron. He was also a cl ose 
friend of Kenneth Arnold and we should not 
be too surprised to hear that, on Jul y 7, 
he invited Arnold to join him on his search 
around Washington in general and Mt Ranier 
in particul ar. Alone on the 8th, Johnson 
borrowed an AT-6 trainer from his squadron 
at Boise, Idaho, for 7� hours, during which 
he overflew northern Idaho, northwestern 
Montana, Spokane, Washington and, final l y, 
returned to base. Next day, he flew south
west and, after 2� hours, on the third day 
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of an open-ended search for the answer to 
one of the era's most intriguing questions, 
became bored and was about to give up. 
Fortunately, a disc appeared which he fil m
ed but rothing came out and that took care 
of that ( 6 , 7 ) . 

In fairness, he apparently considered his 
eagerness to find a disc when interpreting 
his sighting . It seems the sighting was 
confirmed by ground staff at his own base . 
Their relationship to Johnson is unexplor
ed, but one would have preferred totally 
independent witnesses . In any event, 
flights of P-51 fighters, some equipped 
for high altitude flying, scoured the 
country that afternoon and found nothing. 
Though, what the reserve pilots ' families 
and friends thought, if they heard the 
story, is fascinating to contemplate. 

Shortl y  after this, Arnol d received a 
letter from a Chicago publ isher, no less 

June 24, 1947 
Mt Ranier, WASH. 

than Ray Palmer who he had yet to meet so 
he ignored it. However, when a second l et
ter arrived he responded to the request it 
contained by sending a copy of his report 
to the Air Force of his sighting . In re
turn, Palmer told him details of a report, 
which was supposed to have occurred in 
June at Maury Island,and asked if Arnold 
would investigate and obtain samples of 
the residue ( 4) . 

Arnold considered the request. Also, at 
this time, he advised the Air Force that he 
had spoken to the United Airlines crew who 
claimed the sighting of July 4 near 
Pendleton, Oregon, and that he was satis
fied that they had seen identical " air
craft" to those he had reported near Mt 
Ranier. In fact, the pilot, Captain E . J . 
Smith, was another of Arnol d's friends . 
He felt that other reports from the period 
were similar objects, in particular " the 
descriptions of the three Western Airlines 

(Cedar City, Utah) employees, the 
gentelman (pilot) from Oklahoma 
City and the locomotive engineer in 
Illinois, plus Captain Smith and 
Copilot Stevens" ( 7) . 

() ()() ()()() 

July 9, 1947 
Boise-Meridien, IDA 

That same day, the 12th, Dave 
Johnson, the aviation correspondent, 
gave UFO investigator J. Allen 
Hynek a character reference for 
Arnol d, saying that if Arnold was 
to say he saw something it c ould be 
taken as gospel . Hynek seemed 
impressed with both men . During 
this same period, Capt . W. Davidson 
and Lt. F .  Brown, of Air Force 
intelligence, Wright-Patterson base, 
visited Arnold and were, it seems, 
just as impressed and at a loss to 
explain this sighting. They were 
more impressed when they heard that 
Capt. Sm�th would be able to talk 
with them during a stopover in 
Boise, where Johnson's squadron was 
based, and that Johnson himself 
would also be available. It does 
not seem strange that three pilots, 
with connections to Boise, Idaho, 
should know each other, but it 

()()() ()() 
August 1947 () 
Rapid City, s. DAK· 
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does seem odd that all should spot 
flying discs over different parts 
of the U . S . A . within a matter of 
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weeks . 

One indication of the publicity Arnold's 
report generated is the mail he received 
about the sighting, which the two officers 
went through, removing enquiries from 
"societies and organizations" .  

If we consider the convenience of Arnold, 
Johnson, Smith and Stevens observing UFOs 
so close in time to each other, we must 
marvel that, on deciding to accept Palmer's 
offer, Arnold took off from Boise at sun
rise on July 29 and, descending for a stop 
near Union, Oregon, sighted a score of 
brass-coloured objects,of the same config
uration as he had reported previously, 
whizz past his plane too rapidly for him 
to get a photo . He followed them, taking 
movie film as he werit, but could not gain 
on them . Locals had reported a strange 
cluster of birds that morning, but Arnold 
felt he could have overtaken birds . Sadly, 
his film showed only dots (4) . 

Reaching Tacoma, Arnold found no accom
modation available but, "just for a lark", 
tried the finest hotel around and was 
surprised to find someone had booked a 
room and bath. The clerk, who took the 
booking, he was told, was not it and could 
not be contacted . 

Locating, in the telephone directory, the 
"harbor patrolman", Dahl, who first sight
ed the flying donuts, Arnold persuaded 
the apparently reluctant man to talk . 
Dahl claimed that,the day after the sight
ing, a stranger in a dark suit had spoken 
to him, told him details of what he had 
seen and w arned him to keep quiet . 

He passed on a warning to Arnold himself 
to be wary, then took him to a run-down 
house,which he claimed was his office, 
in which his "secretary" worked surrounded 
by piles of paper on every available sur
face . Arnold was given a piece of slag
like residue which had been used as an 
ash tray . 

After a little discussion, Dahl suddenly 
stood to search for an anonymous letter, 
he said he had received just after the 
sighting, which read, in part, to the 

effect that "flying discs were actually man
ned by beings such as we, only less dense, 
so to speak, than we are", who had become 
visible due to radiation from atomic explo
sions . "These flying discs, which were all 
shapes and sizes, were vehicles which the 
gods of this earth used to protect this 
earth from outside dark influences or 
enemies". 

They were presently fending off a concerted 
attack by the forces of evil . 

Next day, Arnold interviewed Crisman, whom 
he found tended to dominate the conversation, 
and the day after was given another sample 
of the slag . He asked for a copy of the 
film Dahl had taken, no matter how poor 
its quality, and samples of the lighter 
metal flakes . He then called Seattle, 
where Capt. Smith was based, and asked if 
he would come and help in the investigation, 
which already seemed to be placing Arnold 
out of his depth . 

The four met in Arnold's room and, after
wards, both pilots felt that, though the 
witnesses had stood up well to the question
ing, there was something fishy about the 
whole deal. "We both had a peculiar feel
ing that we were being watched or that 
there was something dangerous about getting 
involved with Crisman and Dahl . First was 
our suspicion of the hoax . Second was our 
suspicion that Russian espionage was bait
ing us on the whole affair . . . to find out 
if we actually knew that these flying 
saucers were made in the United States . . .  " 

They were not encouraged by a report from 
Ted Morello, of United Press in Tacoma, 
who said that an anonymous caller was 
providing full details of conversations 
between the four, even between Smith and 
Arnold alone . A search of the room for 
"bugs" was fruitless . 

On the 31st, Dahl and Crisman brought more 
bits of residue and took Arnold and Smith 
to meet other crew members of the bornba+d
ed vessel . But, for some reason, no con
firmation of the sighting was sought or 
forthcoming from them. Happy with the 
slag, but uneasy that the aluminium-like 
fragments were inconsistent with their 
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rmderstandi�i';l of the original story, Arnold 
and Smith decided to call in the two Air 
Force men from Hamilton Field, namely, 
Brown and Davidson. Brown refused to talk 
on his base phone but, shortly, rang back 
from outside. He listened to the details 
and agreed to meet Arnold. 

Then Ted Morello of U. P. phoned to announce 
that his mystery informant was on his other 
line. Both Dahl and Crisman were with 
Arnold at the time and were thus ruled out. 
Then, a second call ·arrived from newsman 
Paul Lance, to whom they did not wish to 
speak. They were taken aback when he 
knocked on their door minutes later, where
upon Smith immediately frisked him, usher
ed him out the door and closed it. 

Dahl rose, gave out a contact phone number, 
and left. Smith went to the lobby for a 
private chat with Crisman and Arnold sat 
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Palmer in Chicago had learned of the Maury 
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of Palmer through reading " Venture" magazine. 
He not only avoided a direct answer but 
named a magazine that did not then exist. 

Shortly, the two Air Force men, Davidson and 
Brown, arrived and went over the story with 
Arnold, Smith and Crisman. Davidson pro
duced a drawing of a disc-like design which 
Arnold claimed to recognise as one of the 
nine objects he had seen, though no mention 
had been made of a variation .from one to the 
other. Crisman offered, meanwhile, to bring 
samples of the slag from his home for the 
Air Force officers (Smith and Arnold were 
not to discover Crisman's address). The 
officers displayed a singular disinterest. 
Rising near midnight, they declared they 
had to get their plane back for a test 
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flight by morning. They gave the impression 
that they thought Arnold and Smith had been 
hoaxed. 

As they boarded a vehicle,sent from McChord 
to pick them up, Crisman arrived with a 
load of slag which, to Arnold, seemed thick
er, less metallic, and more rocky than the 
previous samples. Back in their room, 
Smith and Arnold were again called by 
Morello who reported that his phantom call
er had just told him all that had trans
pired. 

The two retired, in preparation for a trip 
to Maury Island next day, and rose by nine. 
Half an hour later the phone rang and 
Crisman shouted, "did you hear over the 
radio this morning that a B-25 exploded,and 
crashed,some twenty minutes after taking 
off from McChord Field about 1. 30 this 
morning? I think you and I know who was 
aboard that plane". They rang both the 
base and Morello and confirmed the crash. 
Two other men on board had been handed 
parachutes by Brown, just after the port 
engine had burst into flames soon after 
takeoff. The firefighting gear had failed 
and the passengers were hustled from the 
plane but the of�icers stayed on board. 

Arnold began to get cold feet and said as 
much on the phone to Ray Palmer. Palmer 
took this calmly and suggested Arnold mail 
the samples of residue to himself rather 
than risk carrying them - Arnold agreed. 

It was then that Crisman spoke to Palmer 
on the phone. Palmer admitted recognising 
the voice as that of a man who had called 
him at various times, from around the U.S., 
but said no more. 

Finally, Crisman took the two amateur in
vestigators to see the "harbor patrol" 
vessel at the centre of the supposed event. 
It was a dingy, rundown boat,of suspect 
seaworthiness, which showed no signs of 
being bombarded by hot metal from the air. 
Crisman clumsily evaded questions about the 
film he claimed to have taken. They left 
him, as far as they were concerned, never 
to seem him again. 

Paul Lance finally caught up with them. 
He later published an article headed 
"Sabotage Hinted in Crash of Army Bomber 
at Kelso - Plane May Hold Flying Disc 

Secret". (The "Army Air Force" had recently 
become the "Air Force" so the mis-descrip
tion is understandable) . 

The anonymous caller phoned Morello again, 
announcing that on August 5 Smith would be 
summoned to Wright-Patterson Base by Mili
tary Intelligence, in particular, to speak 
about an airline4he had recently flown, 
at which shots were fired. The caller 
also claimed·that Arnold 's plane had been 
shot at several times and said that the B-25 
had been shot down by a 20-mm round. Morello 
was unable to find any basis for any of 
these claims. 

There was no explanation for the absence of 
a "Mayday" signal from the B-25 since the 
officers had time to get the two passengers 
into parachutes and away. Lance also man
aged to publish the names of these passen
gers, before the authorities released them, 
and alleged that the plane was on a military 
mission carrying "secret material". Maj. 
G. Sander was to confirm: " 'Classified 
material ' means that there was a somewhat 
secret cargo aboard the plane. No-one was 
allowed to take pictures of the wreckage 
until the material was removed and returned 
to McChord Field". It could have been the 
implied slag, or anything else. 

Arnold tried, in vain, to get another inter
view with Crisman but he had disappeared. 
Morello 's secret caller had claimed that 
Crisman had been whipped off, via military 
aircraft, to Alaska, but, beyond confirming 
that such a flight had occurred, nothing 
was proven. 

After two or three days, Arnold and Smith 
told their story to Maj. G. Sander who 
politely listened, suggested they had been 
victims of fraud, and asked for whatever 
samples of the slag they had left. He then 
took them to a smelting yard and showed them 
piles of similar slag. Arnold and Smith 
were then prepared to believe him, but, on 
picking up some of this smelting slag, 
decided that it had a totally different 
"feel". 

Arnold and Smith then went to the house of 
Dahl 's secretary because they recalled that 
Dahl mentioned having work to do there that 
afternoon. They found the house but it was 
empty and decorated with dust and cobwebs. 
Despite having originally been able to find 
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Dahl in the phone book, in his conveniently 
arranged hotel room, Arnold could now no 
longer find his name listed. 

Arnold went to his plane, checked it over 
and flew out, refuelling at Pendleton, 
Ore . When he took off again, his motor 
died at fifty feet and he managed to pull 
off a dead-stick emergency landing with · 

only minor damage to his plane . He found, 
upon investigation, that his fuel valve 
had shut off and "there was only one 
person who could have shut that fuel valve 
off" - himself (4, 13) . 

Of the participants, Dahl had vanished, 
Paul Lance died shortly after and Brown 
and Davidson died - apparently in the 
B-25. Arnold continued to become a 
Republican candidate, and to speak at 
UFO rallies, into the 1960s. Much later, 
Palmer claimed that a cigar box of the 
remaining slag samples had been stolen 
from his Chicago office soon after he 
received them (13) . 

Crisman, it transpired, had been a flier 
in W.W . II. Ray Palmer published a piece 
in "Amazing Stories", of June 1946, from 
an ex-army pilot describing his experiences 
in a cave in India where a companion suf
fered a seared ho1e, in his right bicep, 
suggestive of a laser burn. The letter 
was signed "A.C." but was later attributed 
to Crisman (14) . 

Crisman was believed to have been recalled 
to service in 1947 and flown to Alaska and 
then to Greenland for two years. After 
that, a lapse. 

However, amateur solvers of mysteries, 
toying with the Kennedy assassination, 
found that District Attorney Garrison, of 
New Orleans, had, during the testimony to 
the Grand Jury, subpoenaed one "Fred Lee 
Crisman of Tracoma, Washington" . He was 
identified as a radio announcer but 
Garrison's investigators implied that he 
was "either a member of the CIA or had 
been 'engaged in undercover activity for 
a part of the industrial warfare complex' . 
He allegedly operated under cover as a 
preacher and was 'engaged in work to help 
Gypsies'". (The CIA was in its infancy in 
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1947 and employed many ex-Navy intelligence 
men (13) ) .  

In the book, he co-authored with Arnold, 
Ray Palmer askes: "Was the Tacoma (Maury 
Island) affair a hoax? Whose" ? I am very 
tempted to say that it was indeed a hoax . 
As to the second question, perhaps we might 
consider this quote from the Condon Report: 
"(When the B-25 crashed) Brown and Davidson 
lost their lives . In the investigation 
which followed the 'harbor patrolmen' 
admitted that the whole story was a hoax 
intended to produce a magazine story for 
the Chicago publisher . The alleged photo
graph could no longer be found. The men 
admitted that they were not harbor patrol
men. One admitted to having telephoned 
tips,on the interviews with Air Force of
ficer� to the Tacoma newspapers. The Air 
Force officers had already decided the 
story was a hoax, which was why they did 
not take with them the metal fragments 
alleged to have come from the UFO (12) ". 

As John Keel ( 13) observed, ·many recent 
probes into classic UFO cases have resulted 
in their falling apart. "Often they appear 
to be outrageous hoaxes perpetrated by some 
mysterious third party", he says. In this 
case the victims were Arnold and Smith, two 
Air Force men who became casualties. Dahl 
and Crisman were perpetrators on behalf of 
the " Chicago editor" whom, we must reason
ably assume, was Palmer (12) . 

We are left with a few questions: was 
Crisman a compulsive seeker of notoriety 
like the deluded folk who turn themselves 
in whenever a horrifying crime is committed, 
even though they were probably elsewhere? 
Or was he, as has been speculated elsewhere, 
not only an agent for Palmer but for "some
body else" - perhaps the CIA? Some allege 
that they pioneered the sinister field of 
"psycho-politics", manipulative techniques 
leading to control of masses of people . 
In other words, was Maury Island some kind 
of sociological experiment or, perhaps, a 
"bread and circuses" manoeuvre to keep the 
public eye off other matters (15) ? In 1979, 
Ground Saucer Watch filed a suit under the 
new Freedom of Information Act which alleg
edly showed "that the agency (CIA) has been 
secretly involved in watching UFOs since 
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1949" and that a later memo had " urged that 

no indication o f  CIA interest or concern 

should reach the Press or public ( 1 7 ) " .  
There is, however, no indication o f  the 

natu re o f  the interest. The same suit 

allegedly revealed evidence o f  two wrecked 

UFOs, with bodies o f  the crew, being re

covered by the USAF f rom Mexico in 1948 

and Arizona in 195 3 .  I t  does not mention 

any CIA interest, or any UFO crash in New 

Mexico, in 1947. 

and books . Crisman , not Dahl , was describ

ed as the spokesman for the " witnesses" , 

though he had not participated in the 

main " sighting " .  He pretended control 

of the appa rently imaginary move even 

though Dahl claimed to have made it. 

We might go so far as to ask if Crisman was 

an agent for aliens, but I tend to prefer 

the simplest explanation. Palmer ' s  maga

zine sold well when he published the 

" Shaver Mystery " .  When he received a good 

sto ry from Crisman in 1946, spoke to him 

on the phone several times, and was o ffer

ed an even bet ter tale in 1947, he sen t 

Arno ld out as a recognised " aut�o ri ty ". 

As for the sightings by Arnold, Johnson, 

and the United Airlines crew, their common 

connection with Boise, Idaho, is probably 

circumstantial and I will not allege con

spiracy on such thin evidence. I do find 

it hard to accept that such a small group 

o f  connected people should share such 

spectacularly st range experiences in so 

short a space of time. But, the faithful 

saucerites will probably disagree with me, 

j ust as they will disagree that Arnold 

saw a mirage as the Air Force suggested. 

I remain suspicious o f  the Roswel l case 

simply because o f  lack o f  corroboration 

from other sources. Stories o f  crashes 

and alien corpses have circulated for 

The lending o f  Arnold ' s  name to the story 

would bolster it and, from then on, he 

champione d the saucers in both magazines 

CIA is watch ing UFOs 
DOCUM ENTS 'S HOW FLY I NG SAUCER COVER-UP' 

AAP-"New York Times" 

WAS H I N GTON, Su nday 
- Doc uments obtained in 
a lawsuit against the CIA 
show that the agency has 
been secretly involved in 
watching U FOs since 1 949. 

Ground Saucer Watch. a na
tional research organisation of 
about 500 scientists, engineers 
and others who seek scientifical
ly to ·prove or disprove the exist
ence of UFOs, said yesterday the · 

CIA repeatedly said it had in 
vestigated and closed its bOOks 
on UFOs in 1952· 

But the Arizona- based group 
said 1 000 pages of documents ob
tained under a Freedom of In 
formation suit show "the Gov
ernment has been lying to us all 
these years." 

Mr. W. Spaulding. bead of the 
group and an aerospace engineer, 
said the documents showed US 
embassies were used to help 
gather information on UF'O 
sightings and the information 
"seems to be directed to the CIA. 

the White House and the Na
tional Security Agency." 

He said a 1952 CIA memo re
commended continuing surveil 
lance of "flying saucers" and 
urged that no indication of CIA 
interest or concern should reach 
the Press or public. 

But Mr. Spaulding said, the 
documents showed links and pat
terns in the sightings and from 
that evidence he believed UFOs 
"are here on surveillance mis
sions." 

He had sworn statements from 
retired us Air Force colonels 
that at least two UFOs h ad 
crash-landed and been recovered 
by the Air Force. 

The crashes were in Mexico in 
1948 and near Kingman, Arizona, 
in 1 953. 

The retired colonels cl aimed to 
have glimpsed dead aliens who 
in both cases were "about four 
feet tall with silverish complex
ions and wearing silver oufits 
that seemed , fused to the body 
from the heat." 

Among the documentb are 
several detailed reports of . USAF 
attempts either to intercept or 
destroy UFOs. 

In a 1976 incident In Iran, one 
report says, two F 4 Phantom jet 
fighter-bombers pursued a large 
UFO that seemed to send out 
smaller craft. 

One of the smaller craft 
"headed straight toward the F-4 
at a very fast rate of speed," the 
report says. 

' 

"The pilot attempted to fire an, 
AIM-9 missile at t�e object but 
at that instant his weapons con
trol panel went off and he los11· 
all communications." 

The report says the pilot elud
ed the craft, then watched as it 
"returned to the primary cbject 
for a perfect rejoin." 

Mr. Spaulding said his group · was waiting for a Federal judge 
to rule on the last phase of its 
C IA suit, which seeks access to 
57 items that would provide 
"hard evidence" of UFOs or "re
trievals of the third kind." 

He said the "evidence" includ
ed motion pictures, gun-camera 
film and residue from landings. 

"The Adverti ser" 

January 1 5 , 1 9 79 . 
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decades . It surprises me that l ong-time 
supporters of UFO research, like the 
Lorenzens, who actual l y  lived nearby, did 
not _ latch onto the first media reports 
which, according to Berlitz, l eaked out, 
and fol low them up . E ven if they had met 
a wal l of silence they coul d have quoted 
the press and cl aimed a cover-up as they 
have done elsewhere . The "crash" is 
simp l y  unheard of til l Berlitz publ ished 
the tale. This tempts me to attribute the 
same motivation to him as I have to Pal mer, 
though I am prepared to stand corrected . 

Nonetheless, such stories provide good 
case studies in the spread of beliefs .  
Maury Island was considered a hoax, by 
some, as far back as the 1950s, but is 
persistently quoted in UFO lore . Nobody 
ever mentions the network of connections 
between the several other incidents . 
Perhaps we shoul d be studying the peop l e, 
not the sighting reports . 
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By Bi l l  Chalker 

© C O P Y R I G H T  - B I L L C HALK E R , 1 9 8 4 .  

Ever s i nce I became deepl y i nvol ved i n  
i n ves ti ga ti ng and researchi ng UFO e ven ts 

in A us tral i a , one remarkabl e even t has 
hel d a par ti cul ar fasci na ti on for me , 
name l y  the i nci den t tha t became known as 
the "ben t headl i gh t  beam case " . It took 
pl ace on Apri l 4 ,  .1 9 6 6 , a t  Burkes Fl a t ,  
Vi ctori a . 

Despi te i ts extraordi nary na ture , i t  has 
ne ver been wri t t en up extensi vel y in the 

l i tera ture o th er than i n  a ccoun ts l a rgel y  

based on newspaper s tori es and cursory i n 
ves t i ga t ions b y  ci vi l i an groups of the 
da y ( 1 )  . 

The even t i s  l argel y uni que i n  the anna l s  
o f  ufol ogy simpl y because i t  speaks of 
the hea dl i gh t  beams of a car bei ng "ben t "  
i n  the presence o f  a UFO . The onl y other 
ca ses I am a ware of are those in whi ch a 
searchl i ght appears to "bend "  near a UFO 

on fil m  (Norwood ,  Ohi o ,  U . S . A . on October 
2 3 ,  1 9 49)  ( 2) and a torch l i gh t  ben t ,  or 

refl ec ted , duri ng a spectacul ar UFO 
epi sode near Tai ze i n  France ( 3) . 

Other aspects of the case describe a 

physi ca l  t ra ce ( a  depress i on) i n  the fi el d 

where the " UFO " sa t and a ,  perhaps rel a ted, 
ca r fa t a l i ty a t  the same spo t . 

Beca use of my speci fi c i n teres t i n  thi s 
event, a nd my speci a l i s t  research acti vi ty 
wi th the Aus tral i an Physi cal Evi dence 
S t udy Group (APESG) , I resol ved to under-

take an exhaus ti ve re trospecti ve i n ves tiga

ti on . 

Wha t fol l ows i s  the resul t of tha t  i n ves ti 
ga ti on . For the fi rs t time i n  the UFO 
l i tera ture , the ori gi nal area newspaper 
accoun ts are gi ven ; an i n tervi ew wi th the 
ori gi nal wi tness i s  presen ted and hi ther to 
unknown aspects of the case are descri bed . 

For the fi rs t time , the actual sequence of 
the UFO behavi our , and al l eged " l i gh t  ben d

i ng� i s  described and i l l us tra ted . 

A t  the very l eas t , thi s extraordi nary 
epi sode i n  Aus tral i an UFO hi s tory has been 

gi ven the ex tensi ve exposure i t  deserves . 
If there are any researchers wi th fur ther 
da ta about thi s  cas e ,  they are i n vi ted to 
presen t them wi thi n these pages and thereby 
faci l i ta te further enl i ghtenmen t about thi s 

mos t  puz zl i n g  case . 

AP RIL 4 ,  1966 , e a . 19 50 h rs , BURKE S 
FLAT , VICTORIA , AUSTRALIA . 

M r  Ron S u l l i va n  { 38} , a s tee l cons t r uct i on 
b u s i n e s s man f rom Ma rybo rough , wa s t rave l l i n g 
a t  60 mph , and  app roach i n g S t  A rn au t , when , 
i n  the d i s t an ce , he not i ced a l i g h t  i n  a 
f i e l d .  At  f i r s t  he t houg h t  i t  was a t ra c to r . 

1 1 S u d den l y  my head l i g h t s  pu l l ed ha rd ove r to 
the r i gh t  fo r some unaccoun t a b l e  re ason . 
I n s t ead  o f  l i g h t i n g t he road , � hey l i t up  
t he fe n ce as t hough t hey we re be i ng a ttr a c t. 
ed by a ma gne t . I b r aked as  h a rd as  I could 

1 7  
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a n d  g l an ce d o ve r to t h e  r i gh t . I n  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  t h e  p a d do c k  wa s a co l umn o f  co l 
o u red  l i g h t  abo u t  2 5  fee t h i gh an d s h aped  
1 i ke a n  i ce- c re a m  con e .  l t  wou l d  h a ve 
been abo u t  3 fee t  w i de a t  t h e  b o t tom an d 
1 0  fee t w i de a t  t he t op" . ( f rom t he 
Me l bo u rn e  " S un ' ' ,  Tues day , Ap r i l 1 2 , 1 96 6 )  

" ( I s aw)  . . . n o t  fa r away , a b r i  1 1  i an t  wh i te 
d i s c o f  a bo u t  3 fee t i n  d i a me te r .  The ob
j ec t  wa s hove r i n g j us t  a bove the  g ro u n d  
a n d , f rom i t s u p pe r s u r fa ce , i t  p roj e c t e d  
a con i ca l  a r ray o f  s h i mme r i n g ra i n b ow 
l i g h t s  e x t e n ded to a he i g h t  o f  abo u t  1 5  
fee t . T h e n  s ud de n l y  t h e  co l o u red  cone 
ros e  to a h e i gh t of 20 fee t and the d i s c 
be 1 ow c 1 i mbe d  a bo ve i t .  I n  t h e  next  moment 
t h e  who l e  1 i gh t  comp l ex van i s h ed " .  ( f rom 
"AFS R & AU FO R" ) 

"Th e h e ad l i gh t s  o f  my ca r we re s ud de n l y  
d i v e r t e d  to the  r i gh t  fo r no appa re n t  
rea s on - a n d  h a d  I fo l l owed t hem I wou l d  
h a ve run  o f f  t h e  s t ra i g h t  s t re t ch o f  ro ad . 

" J us t t h e n  I s aw a d i s p l ay o f  ga seou s 
l i g h t s  i n  a l l t h e  co l ou rs o f  t h e  s p e c t rum  
i n  a n e a rby pa d do ck . The obj e c t  ros e 
a b o u t  t e n  fee t i n  t h e  a i r .  l t  l a te r d i s 
appea re d . 

"The co l o u red  ga s eo u s  1 i g h t s  s eeme d  to be 
go i n g t h ro ug h  2" to 3" d i ame t e r t ubes 

1 8  
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IN 1 9 80 

- no di rec t  e vi dence 
appears to rema i n  

Copyri gh t  
Bi l l  Cha lker 1 9 8 4 

wh i ch l e d i n to a b r i gh t  p ho s p ho rous  l ook i n g 
1 i g h t  on t h e  g ro un d . The 1 i g h t s  we re 
s t re t ch i n g u pwa rds  a l l t h e  t i me un t i l t hey 
d i s appea red a f te r l ea v i n g  t h e  wh i te phos 
pho ro u s  l ook i n g l i g h t  on the  g ro un d" . ( f rom 
a l e t te r  by M r  S u l l i van to VFS RS , "AFS R" , 
V i c to r i an ed i t i on , 1 9 66 ) 

W i t h  h i s  ca r hea d l i g h t s  ben d i ng away f rom 
t h e  roa d , Mr S u l l i van t hough t he was d r i v 
i n g i n  t h a t  d i re c t i on a n d , w i t h  a q u i ck re
f l ex a c t i on ,  s t ee red t h e  ca r i n  the oppos i t e 
d i re c t i on .  He s ud den l y  fou n d  h i ms e l f d r i v
i n g o f f  t he road an d i t  was on l y  h i s  p re s 
e n ce o f  m i nd  an d s k i l l  t h a t  s a ve d h i m f rom 
an a c c i den t .  

As t he l i gh t  comp l ex rose f rom the  g ro u n d  
w i t ho u t  a s o u n d , t h e  ca r ' s head l i g h t s  return
ed to no rma l and foc u s ed on the roa d . When 
S u l l i va n  a r r i ve 1  i n  Wy che p roo f ,  h e  che cke d 
h i s  l i g h t s  a n d  they  we re ope ra t i ng pe r fe c t l y .  

B a ck i n  Ma ry bo rough , M r  S u l l i van to l d  h i s  
w i fe a n d  H u g h  H u n te r ,  a repo r t e r , o f  h i s  ex
pe r i e n ce an d i t  was a r ran ged t h a t  Hun te r 
a n d  S u l l i van wou l d  v i s i t the  s i t e on Ap r i l 7. 

On t he n i gh t  p r i o r  to t h i s  v i s i t ,  Ap r i l 6 ,  
1 9  yea r-o l d G a ry Tay l o r was k i l l e d when h i s  
ca r l e f t  t h e  roa d  an d co l l i de d  w i t h  a t ree , 
i n  t h e  s ame s po t  S u l l i van  h a d  s t a r t ed to 
l e a ve t he road two n i g h t s  be fo re . A mo t o r-
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STAG E 1 

Whi te phosphorous type l i ght on ground 
approxi ma tel y 1 5  ft di a�eter 

STAG E 2 

- 20 ft -

- 1 5  ft -

STAG E 3 

STAG E 4 

STAG E 5 

2 oval s of l i ght 
ar�roxima tel y 1 5  
& 2 0  ft di ame ter 
wi th col oured 

l i ght as though 
comin g  from a 
spectrum i n  
sha fts ca usi ng 

top ova l  to cl ose 

i n  and meet 
bot tom ova l  . 

When transi t i on compl e ted i n  approxima te 

time of 1 mi n u te ,  the l i ght di sappeared . 

The au thor and Ron Sul l i van (ri ght ) · 

duri ng recen t i nvervi ew . 

(E) Copyri ght - Bi l l  Chal ker 1 9 84 

i s t t ra ve l l i n g abou t h a l f a m i l e  beh i nd M r  
Tay l o r ,  a l l eged t h a t  Tay l o r h a d  swe rved s u d
den l y  off  t he roa d fo r no appa re n t  reason . 
The acc i den t  o ccu r red a t  abou t 1 0  p . m .  

Du r i n g t he fo l l ow i n g a f te rnoon , S u l l i van 
and  Hun te r wen t  to the s po t  an d fo und  a 
s a u ce r- s h a pe d  i mp res s i on ,  abou t 70 y a r ds 
f rom the roadway i n  a ba re paddock . The 
i mp res s i on ,  3 fee t a c ro s s  an d 5 i n ches  deep , 
was c l e an l y  s cooped o u t  o f  t he s an dy so i l  
w i t ho u t  any  de b r i s  a round . Th e re we re no 
h uma n o r  an i ma l  t ra cks a round  t h e  a rea . 

A l though  i n ves t i ga t i n g po l i ce we re a t  a 
l os s  to exp l a i n  t he f a t a l acc i dent , o r  the  
s i g h t i n g ,  i t  was  rumou red t h a t t hey had  
g a t h e re d  other  s u ppo r t i n g ev i d e n ce .  

The above det a i l s  a re bas i c a l l y  as t he ac
coun t was known , and  be came known , i n  t he 
U FO l i t e ra t u re . Be ca use  o f  t h e  i n t r i g u i n g 
n a t u re o f  t h e  i n c i de n t , t he a u t ho r  ( B C )  
sou g h t  t o  u n cove r a l l the co n t empo ra ry docu
me n t a t i on ex t a n t , b u t l i t t l e  p u b l i c i sed  at  
the  t i me ,  cond uc t a de t a i l ed .re t ros pe c t i ve 
i n ve s t i g a t i on _ , f i e l d i n ve s t i g a t i on ,  an d 
i n t e r v i ew w i th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p e r c i p i en t . 
These obj ect i ves  we re l a rge l y  ach i eved an d 
some o f  t h e  re s u l t s a re i n c l uded he re : 

Th i s  i s  t h e  fu l l  accou n t  f rom t he "Ma rybo r
ough Adve r t i s e r" ,  of Wed n e s d 2y , Ap r i l  1 3 ,  
1 966 , pg . 5 :  "THE  CAS E OF  TH E D I VE RT E D  

19 



TH E B E N T  H EADL IG H T  B EAM CASE REVIS ITED 

\""-. 

·� 
- - -::r/ / -/. . 

er--

\ 

\ 
·� \ \ I 

\ \\ 
- - - -

1/lj / /'" I'// I 1 / 0 

� ·� ·, \ . 

� · · ,  t • 

0 �-- 0 -"""'- -

' 

3 4 

� 0 0 

�-
1 2 

(Al l di a grams based on wi tness ' s  ro u gh 
ske t ches o f  the e ven t) 

H EAD L I GHT B EAMS " - WHAT CAUS E D  TH I S  
PH ENOME N ON ? : 

" R e po r t s  re ce i ve d  i n  t h e  p a s t wee k t e n d  
to i nd i ca te t ha t  s t range t h i n gs h a ve been 
h a p pen i n g i n  t h i s  a re a  o f  V i c to r i a .  
S t ran ge s t  o f  a l l was  t he case o f  t h e  t u r n 
ed h e ad l i gh t  b eams . 

' 'The  • Adve r t i s e r 1 was to 1 d 1 a s  t We d n e s day 
n i g h t  t h a t  a l o ca l man, wh i l e d r i v i n g i n  
t he B u rkes  F l a t are a on t he p rev i ou s  Mon 
d3y n i g h t , h a d  foun d t h a t  h i s  head l i gh t  
beams h � J  d i ve r ted  t o  the  r i g h t  ' a l � � t  
a s  t ho ug h  d r awn by a mag n e t ' .  

"Th e man , M r  R . F .  S u l  l i va n , w a s  d r i v i n g 
a l on g  a s t ra i gh t  s t re t ch o f  s e a l e d roa d 
w a y  o n  t h e  Du no 1 1 y - S t  A rn a u d  Roa d n e a r 
B u r ke s  F l a t when  t h e  head l i g h t  beams 
move d to the r i gh t  an d i l l um i n a ted  t h e  
fen ce . The  ca r con t i n ued  s t ra i gh t . The 
l i gh t s  we re d i ve r ted  fo r on l y  a s ho r t  t i me . 
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"M r S u l l i va n  s a i d t h a t  be fo re t he beams d i 
ve r t e d  t h ey f l i cke red i n  s i m i l a r man ne r to 
t h a t o f  a t e l ev i s i on s c reen when i n t e r fe r
e n ce t akes p l a ce .  

COLOU RE D L I G HTS 

"He s a i d  h e  l ooked a c ro s s  i n to t he p a d dock , 
and , a t  wha t a ppea red to  be  a s ho r t  d i s t an ce 
f rom t he fen ce , was a d i s p l ay o f  g a seo u s  
l i g h t s - ' a l l  t hP co l ou rs o f  t he s pe c t rum ' .  
He  d i d  n o t  s t op b ut g l a n ced  a t  t h e  p ad dock 
as  o f te n  as  he cou l d  wh i l e d r i v i n g an d the 
l a s t  h e  s aw was t h e l i gh t s  abo u t  20 fee t 
f rom t he g ro u n d . The l i gh ts a ppea re d to 
move rap i d l y up  an d down i n  a n a r row a rea . 
"When  h e  re ached S t  A rn a u d  he che cked t h e  
l i gh t  f i t t i n gs  an d fou n d  them to be  no rma l . 

' ' He con t i n ued  h i s  j o u rney to t he no r t h e rn 
a re a  o f  t h e  s t a te an d to l d  the  ' Adve r t i s e r ' 
o f  h i s  expe r i e n ce s  when he re t u rn ed on We d
n e s d ay . 
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1 1 0n Goo d F r i d ay a f t e rnoon Mr S u l l i va n  a n d  
M r  H .  H u n t e r  o f  t h e ' Ad ve r t i s e r •  v i s i t e d  
t he s ce n e  whe r e  t he phe nome non h a d  oc c u r 
r e d . M r  S u l l i van h a d s a i d  he co u l d  p i n 
po i n t t h e  s po t  . 

FATAL AC C I D E N T  AT SAME S P OT 

1 1 l n  t h e  mea n t i me a fa t a l  a cc i d e n t h ad o c 
c u r re d  n e a r B u r k e s  F l a t  o n  Th u r s d ay n i g h t , 
a 1 9  y e a r - o l d  y o u t h  wa s k i l l e d w h e n  h i s  
c a r  l e f t t h e  roa dway a n d  s t r u ck a t ree . 

1 1M r  S u l l i v a n  h a d  s a i d  t he s po t  w a s  ro ugh l y  
a b o u t a m i l e  f rom a b r i ck home a n d d am .  
O n e  s t op w a s  made p r i o r t o  reach i ng � h e  
co r re c t  one , b u t  h e  s oon s a i d h e  w a s  n o t  
i n  t h e  a re a  wh e re h i s  l i g h t s  h a d  mo ve d . 
T h e  d r i ve t h en co n t i n ue d  u n t i l  M r  S u l l i va n  
p a s s e d  a b r i c k home w i t h d am be s i de i t .  
He con t i n ue d  fo r a bo u t  a m i l e  an d t h e n  
s a i d  h e  w a s  a t  t h e  s po t . 

1 1 A f t e r p a r k i n g t he c a r Me s s r s . S u l l i van 
and H un te r  de c i de d to e n te r t he p a d do ck 
t o  s e e  i f  t h e re we re a ny ma r k s  whe re h e  
h a d  s e e n  t h e co l o u re d  l i g h t s o n  t h e  p re 
v i o u s  Mo n da y  n i g h t . 

1 1 l t  w a s  on l y  t h e n  t h a t  i t  was fo un d t h a t  
t he ca r wa s p a rked 2 0  fee t  f rom a t ree 
a g a i n s t  wh i ch a c a r h a d  c r a s he d . Th i s  

Th e headl amp from 
Ga ry Ta y l or ' s  ca r. 
The whi te arrows 
i n di ca te the random 
di rect i on of the 
magnet i c  fi el d 
- e vi dence for the 
l ack O L  a s t rong 
fi el d e ffect ? 

@ Copyri gh t 
Bi l l  Chalker 1 9 84 

was t h e  t ree s t r u ck by a ca r d r i ven by 
Ga ry Tay l o r, o f  Ca rneg i e ,  on Th u r s d ay n i gh t . 
T ay l o r was k i l l e d i n  t he c ra s h .  

C O I N C I DE N C E ! 

1 1W a s  i t  co i n c i dence t h a t  t he a cc i de n t  oc
c u r re d  a t  t he s ame s po t  wh e re a few n i g h t s  
be fo re t h e  l i g h t s  o f  M r  S u l l i van ' s  ca r h a d  
' been d rawn to t he r i g h t  a s  t hough by a 

mag n e t ' ?  M r  S u l l i van ' s  l i g h t s  h a d  move d  to 
t h e  r i gh t ; t he t ree ag a i n s t  wh i ch Tay l o r ' s 
c a r h a d  c r as hed was j u s t  a t  t he l e f t  edge 
o f  the roa d . 

1 1 l n  v i ew o f  t h e  co i n c i de n ce t he ma t te r  wa s 
repo r te d  to Be a l i b a po l i ce who a re h an d l i n g  
t h e a c c i de n t  i n ve s t i g a t i on s . 

1 1The d r i ve r  of a ca r wh i ch h ad been fo l l ow
i n g Tay l o r ' s  c a r at a d i s t an ce of a bo u t  a 

m i l e  s aw no t h i n g u n u s u a l . T he re appe a re d  
to b e  no re a s on fo r Tay l o r  to swe rve . 

D E P R E S S I ON 

1 1Whe n  Me s s r s .  S u l l i van an d H un t e r  exam i n e d  
the adj a ce n t pa ddock on F r i day t he on l y  un 
u s u a l t h i n g fo und was a dep res s i on i n  t h e 
fa l l owe d g ro un d . Th i s  was a l i t t l e ove r 
3 fee t i n  d i ame t e r a n d  on l y  a few i n ches i n  
de p t h .  l t  l ooked odd i n  t he fa l l ow .  
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1 1A ch e ck w i t h  t he p ro pe r t y  owne r h a s  s hown 
t h a t  t h e  dep res s i on was n o t  i n  the  g ro un d  
when h e  f i n i s he d  fa l l ow i n g .  Th e re we re no 
foo t or  paw p r i n t s  a ro u n d  i t  - j u s t  a b a re 
i mp re s s i on i n  t h e  p l oughed  g ro u n d  . . .  

' ' Du r i n g t h e  wee ken d  seve ra l peop l e  v i s i ted  
the  B u rkes  F l a t a rea  to h a ve a l ook  at  t he 
a re a  whe re M r  S u l l i va n  h a d  seen  t he co l 
ou re d  l i g h t s  a n d  whe re h i s  he ad l i g h t  beams 
h a d  b e e n  d i ve r t e d . No one cou l d  o f fe r  a n  
e xp l a n a t i on n o r  co u l d  t h ey de c i de wh a t  
h a d  c a u s e d  t h e  d e p res s i on i n  t�e p a d dock . 

1 1 ( Foo tn o t e  - M r  H .  H u n te r o f  t he ' Ad ve r t i s 
e r •  s a i d  ye s t e r d ay he be l i e ve s  t h a t  M r  
S u l l i van  s aw s ome t h i n g ve ry s t r an ge a t  
B u rke s  F l a t  o n  Mon d ay o f  l as t  wee k  - so  
s t ran ge t h a t  Mr  S u l l i va n  fe l t  ob l i g a te d  to  
repo r t  i t  to po l i ce a l though  a l l a l on g  he  
d i d  no t wan t h i s  n ame men t i on e d . l t  was  
on l y  on Mon day , u n de r pe r s u as i on f rom M r  
H u n te r t h a t  M r  S u l l i van  wou l d  a l l ow h i s  
n ame t o  be  u s e d . Ce r t a i n  exagge r a t i on s  
h a ve occu r re d  i n  repo r t i n g t h e  i n c i de n t  
e l s ewh e re ,  b u t t hey have t h e  ma i n  f a c t s  
eo r r e  c t . . . - E d . M . A . ) 1 1 

I n  t h e  Ap r i l  1 5 , 1 96 6 , ed i t i on o f  the  
1 1M a rybo roug h  Ad ve r t i s e r 1 1 , pg 8 ,  t h e  e d i to r  
r�� � i ed t o  a l e t te r  t o  h i m ,  s ugge s t i ng a 
me t e o r  fo r t h e  B u rkes F l a t i n c i den t :  

1 1Th e re was  n o  s i gn o f  any  b u r n i n g i n  t h e  

2 2  

i mmed i a te  a rea whe re M r  S u l l i va n  s aw t he 
l i g h t s . The re we re some s i gn s  on t h e  o t h e r 
s i de o f  t h e  roa d  whe re t ree b ra n ches h a d  
b e e n  b u rn e d . T h e  dep res s i on wh i ch h a s  re
ce i ved so mu ch pub l i c i ty g ave no i n d i ca t i on 
o f  b u rn i n g 1 1  • 

I n  a re cen t i n te r v i ew w i t h  t he a u t ho r  ( B C ) , 
a l ong w i t h  Dav i d  Ren e ke an d M i ch ae l Houg h , 
Ron S u l l i va n  re ca l l ed t h e  s t range expe r i 
e n ce . l t  s ho u l d  b e  po i n ted  o u t  tha t p re
d i c tab l y ,  a f te r s u ch a l on g  p e r i od of  t i me ,  
s ome o f  t h e  q u an t i t a t i ve de t a i l s  we re 
e i t h e r i n con s i s ten t w i t h t he o r i g i n a l  ac
cou n t s  o r  i n  e r ro r ,  howeve r ,  � he q u a l i t a 
t i ve a s pe c ts o f  t he accoun t s t i l l  s t an d  
a s  l a rge l y  i n  kee p i n g w i t h t he o r i g i n a l  
ve rs i on : 

RON SULL I VAN : I was go i n g u p  to Wy chep roo f .  
I h a d  a gene ra l s tee l f ab r i ca t i on f a c t o ry 
a t  Ma rybo rou g h  a t  t he t i me an d I was go i ng 
u p  t o  one o f  my j ob s i t e s  an d , wh i l s t  
t ra ve l l i n g on t h e  S t  A r n a u d  Rd , a t  a p l a ce 
ca l l ed  B u rkes F l a t ,  a t  8 p . m . . . .  i t  was a 
c l ea r  n i g h t  . . .  i t  wa s n ' t  moon l i g h t  . . . you 
co u l d  s ee t he s t a rs . . . 

I wa s d r i v i ng on a s t ra i gh t  s t re t ch o f  
road . . .  n e a r B u r ke s  F l a t .  I no t i ced t h e re 
wa s ano t he r veh i c l e  beh i n d me . . .  l neve r 
too k  any n o t i ce ( o f  i t ) .  

Then , a l l o f  a s u dden , i n  f ron t o f  me , a bo u t  

The a u thor poi n ti ng 
to the spo t  in the 
B u rkes Fl a t  fi e l d  
where Ron S ul l i van 
saw the s t rangt '  
l i ght displ a y . 

© Copyri gh t 
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Ron S ul l i van i n  the Burkes Fl a t  fi el d .  The depressi on i s  i n  fron t of hi m .  Thi s  
pho to was t aken i n  Apri l 1 9 66 ( "Melbo u rne S un " ) . 

The same scene t aken i n  
1 9 80 by the a u thor. 
No te tha t  l i t tl e  change 
has occurred wi th the 
t rees and fences . 

@ Copy ri gh t 
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200 y a r d s  ( away ) , I not i ce d a 1 i g h t  on the  
g ro u n d  i n  a p a d dock , 2 5  . . .  20  ya rd s  f rom 
t he fen ce . . . I was n ' t  re a l l y  s u rp r i s e d  a t  
i t .  A t  f i rs t v i ew i n g i t ,  i t  s eeme d  l i ke 
t he b a ck l i gh t  o f  a t r a c to r i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Anyway I g o t  c l ose to  i t  . . .  i t  w a s n ' t  a 
b r i 1 1 i an t 1 i g h t - a wh i t e p ho s p ho ru s g 1 ow 
- tren i t  c ame t o  a ra t h e r  b r i  1 1  i ant 1 i gh t , 
n o t  t h a t  t h e re was  e nough  b r i l l i a n ce t o  
b l i n d you , b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a wh i t e l i g h t  . . .  

As I c l o s e d  o f f  n e a r i t ,  I n o t i ce d t h e  
head l i gh t s o f  my ca r s o r t  o f  ben t towa r d s  
i t  . .  � l i ke a g i a n t  magn e t , p u l l i n g  t he 
head l i g h t s  on  t he ca r o f f  cou r s e . I was 
q u i te s u rp r i s e d . E ve ry t h i n g h ap p e n e d  
w i t h i n  s ay 2 m i n u t e s  . . . 1 �  m i n u t e s . 

As I go t o p po s i t e ,  I not i ced w i t h  a l l the  
co n f us i on .  w i t h  t he head l i g h t s  go i ng ,  the  
r i qh t - h a n d  s i de o f  t h e  roa d  1 i g h t i n g up  
. . .  ( a s i f  I )  was head i n g towa r d s  the  fen ce ,  
wh i ch I v i r t u a l l y  wa s n ' t .  I p u l l e� 2ve r 
to t he l e f t . I was go i n g too c 1 ose . I 
s aw t h e t rees on t h e  l e f t - h an d  s i de o f  
t h e  roa d . So I kep t  o n  go i n g .  

B u t  a l s o i n  t h a t  t i me whe n I f i rs t  s aw t h e  
l i gh t , i t  was j u s t  l i ke a b r i l l i an t  o va l 
on· t h e  g ro u n d - wh i t e phos pho rou s  type  
l i g h t  i n  t h e  g roun d � app rox i ma t e l y  1 5  
fee t i n  d i ame t e r .  Then i t  opened u p  and  

24 

"Melbo u rne Sun" photo 
of the si t e  of the 
UFO even t .  

t h e re w a s  anot h e r  wh i t e ova l on t o p  o f  i t ,  
about  30 fee t  ( i n ) he i g h t , com i n g down 
mak i n g t h e  s h a pe o f  a cone  (w i t h )  1 5  fee t  
bo t tom d i ame t e r a n d  20  fee t t o p  d i a me t e r 
- a n d  i n  t h a t  cone  we re t ubes  o f  co l ou re d  
l i gh t s - a l l t h e  l i gh t s  as  you s ee a s  yo u 
l ook t h rough t h e  s p ect rum ( 1 1a l l t h e  co l 
ou r s  o f  t h e  ra  i n bow1 1 )  • • •  re d , b 1 ue , i n d i go 
a n d  p u rp l e  . . .  t rave l l i n g u p  an d down . . .  o r  
t hey seem t o  b e  . . .  f rom t h e  s ma l l ova l to 
t he b i g ge r  ova l a t  the top . They we re 
go i n g up and down i n  s h a f t s . 

Then g rad ua l l y  t h e  top seemed to come to 
mee t  the  b o t tom . . .  They seemed to c l os e  i n ,  
a n d  a s  t h ey c l o s e d  i n ,  j u s t  mak i n g a t ra n 
s i t i on o f  o n e  l i g h t  ova l - s i m i l a r t o  f i rs t 
v i ew - eve ry t h i n g t hen j u s t  d i appea red . 

B I L L CHALKER : l t  we n t  down t h e n  j u s t  d i s ap
pea re d ?  

RON S U L L I VAN : T h e  top came to  t he bo t tom . 
l t  came down , yes . F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e re was 
the l i g h t  on t he g ro un d ,  a p p rox i ma t � l y  1 5  
foo t d i ame t e r .  Then an o t he r l i gh t c ame on 
top , a b i gge r d i ame te r ,  ma k i ng a cone . Then 
the cone  s h r u n k  t o  a t ra n s i t i on o f  on e 1 i gh t  
a g a i n  on t h e  g roun d a n d  t h a t  was t i J (' e n d  o f  
i t .  

B I LL CHALKER : Wh a t  was t h e  l a s t  t h i n g you 
s aw ?  
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RON S ULLI VAN : J u s t  a s po t  i n  t h e  g roun d 
- a  l i q h t  s po t , be com i n g s ma l l e r  a n d  
sma l l e r , to n o t h i n g . . .  I w a �  so r t  o f  con 
f u s e d . ( B u t )  I was n ' t  s ca red  o r  an y t h i ng .  

B I LL CHA LKER : Wha t  was t he t o t a l d u ra t i on 
o f  t h a t  s eq ue n ce ?  

RON S U L L I VAN : Oh , I wo u l d  s ay abou t t h ree 
q u a r t e r s  of a m i n ut e . T h a t ' s  a p re t t y 
l on g  t i me ,  n o t  ve ry l on g , b u t  i t s q u i t e  a 
t i me .  

B I LL CHALKER : D i d you s l ow down to l ook ? 

R O N  S U LL I VAN : I s l owe d down . . .  I d i dn ' t  
s t op , b u t  I s l owe d d ow n  to a b o u t  5 mph  
a n d , of  co u r s e , a t  t h e  t i me ,  I n e ve r  
t ho ugh t abo u t  t h a t  o t h e r ca r b eh i n d me 
an d I l ooke d beh i n d ,  I cou l dn ' t  s e e  a 
t h i ng .  I p u t  my h e a d  o u t  ( t he d r ive r ' s  
w i n dow ) a n d  a roun d . I s a i d ,  wha t i n  
b l oody h e l l  was t h a t ?  I kep t  on go i n g 
a n d  t ho u gh t ,  a n d  t h o u g h t a f t e r  a l i t t l e 
wh i l e ,  i t ' s  some t h i n g w ron g w i t h  me , b u t  
w a s  con v i n ce d  t h e re w a s  n o t h i ng w ron g . 
The re was n o  h a l l u c i n a t i on .  I ' ve n e ve r  
h a d  h a l l uc i n a t i on s  a n yway . . . 

I go t u p  t o  the  n e x t  town , go t o u t  a n d  
i n s pe c te d t h e  ca r ,  l ooked a ro u n d  i t ,  
l oo ke d  a t  t h e  h e ad l i g h t s , che cked e ve ry 
t h i n g .  E ve ry t h i ng s eemed  no rma l . 

An yway , I h a d  to book i n to 
Wy chep roo f .  At 9 I go t to 
neve r me n t i oned  any t h i n g .  
room an d t hough t ,  wha t i n  
j u s t  cou l d n ' t  b e l i eve i t .  
anyone . . .  

a mo te l a t  
Wy chep roo f .  
I j u s  t s a t i n my 

he l l wa s t h a t ? I 
I n e ve r ta l d 

The n ex t  d ay , I ' d  done my b u s i n e s s  . . .  ! w� rr t 
u p  to t h e  fa rm whe re we we re p u t t i ng u p  
p re f a b r i ca t e d  s t ee l  b u i l d i n g s . ! men t i oned 
i t  to t h e  fa rme r  wha t h appened . He s o r t  of 
s y mpa t h i s e d  w i t h  me . . .  "Some t h i n g s t range 
ha ppe ned  to me when I wa s d r i v i n g up  l a s t  
n i g h t  . . .  co l o u red  l i g h t s i n  the  pa ddo c k "

_
! 

Anyway , I got b a ck t o  Ma ry bo rough next  day 
and go t home . F i r s t t h i n g I s a i d  to ·my 
w i fe ,  I s a id , " God I had  an  e xpe r i en ce l as t  
n i gh t  you know" . 

DAV I D  RENEKE : How d i d  yo u s l eep  t ha t  
n i g h t ?  

RON SULL I VAN : No , I cou l dn ' t  s l eep . . .  i t  
was i mpos s i b l e  to s l eep  . . . i t  was some t h i ng 
you d i dn ' t  know . . .  i t  wo r r i e s you . 

DAV I D  RENEKE : D i d you h a ve any t h i n g when 
yo u s l owe d down ? 

R O N  SU LL I VAN : n e ve r  s toppe d . 

DAV I D  RENEKE : Why wa s t h a t ?  

The a u thor poi n ts o u t  
the t ree where Ta ylor ' s  
ca r hi t .  I t  i s  di rectl y 
opposi te the spo t i n  the 
fi el d where Ron S u l l i van 
saw the l i gh t  di spl a y . 

@ Copyri gh t 
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RON S U LL I VAN : I wa s a b i t s ca re d  . . .  i t  d i d 
f r i g h t e n  me , yeah . . . b u t  i t  d i dn ' t  f r i gh ten  
me  t h a t  m u ch . . .  i t  wa s un u s ua l  . . .  

Anyway , I go t b a ck home . . .  I to l d  my w i fe .  
S he s ympa t h i s e d  w i t h  me . We hea rd on t h e  
news , t he day a f te r ,  a ch a p  got  k i l l ed 
t he re . I s a i d ,  "gee , B u rkes  F l a t  . . .  ' ' 

Anyway , s a i d  I be t te r  do some t h i n g abo u t  
t h i s ,  so  I wen t  up t o  t h e  po l i ce s t a t i on 
i n  Ma ry bo rough  . • .  l repo r t e d  i t, to t h e  
po l i ce .  O f  co u rs e , t h e  po l i ce knew me . 
No way d i d  t hey i n d i ca te ,  yo u know , t h a t  
I w a s  l e t t i n g o f f .  They wan t e d  to go 
r i g h t  t h ro u g h  . . .  

H u g h i e  H u n te r go t to hea r abo u t  i t  . . .  H ugh i e  
an d I d rove u p  t h e re t h e  n ext  d ay a n d  we 
s ee t h e  acc i den t r i gh t  o p po s i t e whe re t h a t  
l i g h t  was . We fo u n d  a de p re s s i on i n  t h e  
paddock . . .  y o u  cou l d  s ee t he t ree . . .  whe re 
t h e  ca r h i t  . . .  you ca n s ee whe re a l l t h e  
b a r k i s  t aken o f f  i t ,  a l l t h e  b roken g l as s  
a n d  t h e  w re ckag e , the  h e ad l i gh t s  a n d  eve ry 
t h i n g . . .  t h a t was whe re t he ch ap was k i l l ed .  
H i s  name wa s G a ry Tay l o r ,  f rom C a rneg i e .  
An d r i g h t  o p po s i te t h a t t ree , a bo u t  20  
ya rd s  ( i n ) , we fo un d th i s  de p re s s i o n  
wh i ch wa s n ew l y ma de . . .  ( t h e  p a d do c k )  was 
p l oughed and fa l l owed . . . had the r a ke ove r 
i t  j us t  p r i o r  to sow i n g . . .  ( i t  was a l l 
d i r t  i n  t h e  p a d do ck ) . < in t e rview ends > .  

Fu r t he r  det a i l s  we re e l l i c i te d  f ro m  t he 
a u t h o r ' s  e n q u i r i es - S u l l i va n  wa s d r i v i ng 
a n  X P· Fa l con Fu t u ra sedan  ca r ,  1 i gh t  b l ue 
i n  co l o u r . H i gh beam wa s ope ra t i n g i n  
t h e. hea d l i gh t s . S u l l i van  e s t i ma t ed tha t 
h i s  h e ad l i g h t  "beams " h a d  rema i ne d  "ben t "  
fo r be tween 1 0  t o  2 0  s e con d s . He was 
q u i te fam i l i a r  w i t h  the road s , h a v i n g 
t ra ve l l ed a l on g  t he s a me roa d  a s  mu ch a s  
two t o  t h ree t i me s a wee k . Loca l s  s a i d  
a t  t h e  t i me t h a t  a l l so r t s  o f  t h i n g s  h a ve 
h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  a re a , p r i n c i p a l l y , ��1s t l y  
e xpe r i en ce s . The se re fe ren ce s  ma i n l y s e em
ed to re fe r to acco un t s  i n 1 1  t he e a  r 1 y 
d ay s " . One  s to ry re fe r s  t o  a g hos t com i n g 
o u t  o f  a d am a t  B u rkes F l a t .  O t he r  ac
co un t s  of " g hos t l i g h t s "  came f rom nea rby 
Na t te Ya l l o ck i n  1 9 1 1 a n d  much ea r l i e r .  
To · q uo te  Ron S u l l i va n , who i n  t u rn wa s 
quot i n g t he l oca l l o re ,  " B u rkes F l a t  was 
h a u n t e d ' ' !  

2 6  

Du r i n g Ma rch 1 9 78 ,  V i c to r i an i n ve s t i ga to r , 
P a u l No rman , repo r t e d  t h a t , upon i n ves t i g a
t i on o f  a repo r ted  " d i s co l ou re d  c i r cu l a r  
p a t ch i n  a paddock on t h e  Ben d i go- S t  A rn au d  
Road" , i n  t h e  Bea l i b a a re a , h e  ve r i f i ed t h a t  
i t  was t h e  s a me de p res s i on d i s cove red b y  Ron 
S u l l i van a n d  Hugh i e  Hun te r , twe l ve ye a rs 
ea r l i e r ,  a t  t he s i te o f  t h e  " be n t h ea d l i g h t  
be ams i n c i den t "  an d t h e  ca r fa ta l i t y .  Pa u l  
No rman s t a ted  t h a t  " t he p a t ch i s  p re c i s e l y  
i n  l i ne  w i t h  t he t ree t he ca r h i t " .  Pho tos 
of the s po t  showed a d i s t i n ct  g reen c i rcu l a r 
pa t ch " s t i l l  v i s i b l e  twe l ve yea r s  a f te r  i t  
was f i r s t  d i s co ve red " . Th i s  a u t ho r  ( B C )  
v i s i te d  t he s i te i n  1 9 80 an d ,  · a f te r ca re f u l 
l i n i n g up w i t h pho tos , t aken back  i n  1 9 66 
of t he s i t e ,  cou l d  no t con f i rm t h a t  a pa t ch 
wa s c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h ab l e  f rom t he s u r
ro und i ng paddoc k . Howeve r ,  t h e  paddock was 
l a rge l y  f a l l ow w i t h  on l y  s t u b b l e  p re s e n t .  
S a mp l e s we re t aken o f  t h e  so i l  and  an a l y s e s  
a re be i n g un de r t aken . 

At  t h e  s a me t i me  ( Ma rch 1 9 78) , P a u l No rman 
i n d i ca t e d  to l oca l p re s s  ( Be n d i go Adve r t i se r ,  
1 9 78 ) , t h a t  "a  fo rme r s e rv i ce - s t a t i on a t 
ten dan t "  to l d  h i m  " t h a t .a d r i ve r ,  who h a d  
b e e n  fo l l ow i n g Tay l o r ' s  ca r ,  h a d  p u l l ed i n  
fo r pe t ro l  an d to l d  he r he had  s een  
b r i gh t  l i gh t s  nea r t he s cene of  t he a ccide n t " . 

Mo re re cen t l y ,  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  the  MU FON* 
UFO  Jou rn a l ,  De cembe r ,  1 9 83 , No . 1 90 ,  P a u l 
No rma n i nd i ca ted  t h a t  V UFORS* had  re ce i ve d  
a phone ca l l , a few d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  o r i g i na l  
i n c i de n t , f rom a mo t o r i s t who a l l eged  he h a d  
s ee n  t h e  UFO i n  t he B u r kes F l a t  pa d do ck 
wh i l e d r i v i ng i n  the  oppos i te d i re c t i on .  
P a u l No rma n a l so s ta te d  t h a t  a no t he r d r i ve r ,  
os t e n s i b l y  fo l l ow i ng Tay l o r ,  a l so s aw t he 
"UFO" a n d  re po r te d  t h a t  i t  l ooked l i ke t he 
" 1  i g h t s ' ' h a d  "b l i nded"  t h e  u n fo r t un a t e 
Tay l o r .  

l t  i s  my hope t ha t  P a u l N o r ma n  and  V U FO RS 
w i l l  p u b l i s h a de t a i l ed  acco u n t o f  t he i r 
i n ve s t i g a t i on s  i n to t h i s  ext rao r d i n a ry ca se . 

�·;MU FON - 1 0 3 O l d towne  Rd , Seg u i n ,  Te xa s  7815 5 , 
U . S . A .  

�·; vUFORS - PO Box 4 3 , Moo rabb i n ,  V i c to r i a 3 189 ,  
Au s t ra l i a .  



T H E B E N T  H EAD L I G H T  B EAM CASE R E V ISI T E D  

A head l i g h t , os t e n s i b l y  re t r i eved f rom 
Tay l o r ' s  ca r a t  t h i s  t i me ,  twe l ve yea rs 
a f te r t h e e ve n t ,  was s t u d i e d b y  Or  G eo f f  
S teven s ,  howeve r ,  t he poo r con d i t i o n o f  
t h e  a r t i f a c t  p reven ted  i t  f rom be i n g used  
to  de t e rm i ne whe t h e r  t h e  ca r ,  to wh i ch i t  
be l o n ged , h a d  been i n  t h e  p re s e n ce o f  a 
powe r f u l  e l ec t roma g n e t i c  f i e l d e f fe c t . 

CONCLUS IONS 

U l t i ma te l y ,  s i n ce so mu ch  t i me has  pa s s ed , 
de f i n i t i ve conc l u s i on s  a bo u t  t h i s  p rovoca 
t i ve ep i sode a re i mpo s s i b l e .  

We ca n s a y  w i t h s ome ce r t a i n t y t h a t  some 
s o r t  o f  ext rao rd i n a ry 1 i gh t  d i s p l ay was 
p res e n t i n  t he f i e l d nea r B u r kes  F l a t . 
We c a n  be eq ua l l y  reason ab l y  ce r t a i n  t h a t  
i t  w a s  t h a t  phenomena  t h a t p ro d u ce d  t he 
de p re s s i on fou n d . 

We a re ce r ta i n  t h a t  t h e  pe r ce p t i on o f  the  
1 1 U F0 1 1 a n d  appa ren t 1 1 be n d i ng 1 1 o f  the  head-
1 i g h t  b eams was i n  re s pon s e  to the  un 
u s u a l l i gh t  d i s p l ay i n  the  f i e l d .  The 
me re f a c t t h a t  Mr S u l l i van a l mo s t  h a d  an 
ac c i de n t , wh i ch wou l d h a ve h a d  h i m co l 
l i d i n g w i t h  t he s ame t ree t h a t t he un 
fo r t un a t e  G a ry Tay l o r h i t ,  i s  i n deed 
sobe r i n g .  That a rg ues  fo r some so r t  o f  
p e rs uas i ve con n e c t i on .  The co i n c i de n ce 
i s ,  a t  t h e  ve ry l ea s t , ext rao r d i n a ry .  

Howe ve r ,  d i d  a U FO re a l l y  be n d  M r  S u ll ivan' s  
ca r head l i g h t s ?  Ce r t a i n l y  t he re was 
enough  s t i mu l i p res en t to g i ve h i m  t h a t  
p ro fo u n d i mp res s i on .  

An exh au s t i v� i n ve s t i g a t i on a t  t he t i me 
may have been ab l e  to  an swe r t he q ue s t i on 
w i t h  some ce r t a i n ty . Now , a f t e r  e i g h teen 
yea r s , i t  i s  i mpos s i b l e  to s ay . 

We can de d uc e  t h a t , fo r t h e  1 1 e f fe c t 1 1 to 
h a ve o c c u r re d ,  e i t h e r  wa te r vapo u r , dus t , 
o r  o t h e r  pa r t i c u l a t e o r  a i rbo rne ma t te r  
wo u l d  need to  be p re s e n t i n  the  a i r so 
t h a t  a beam cou l d  h a ve been c l e a r l y  reso l �  
e d . M r  S u l l i va n  i s  no t ce r t a i n  on  t h i s  
po i n t b u t  seems empa t h et i c  t h a t  beams we re 
a p pa re n t . One cou l d  a rgue , w i t h 1 i t t l e  
ev i d e n ce to  con f i rm i t ,  t h a t  t he 1 1  i 1 1  us i on 1 1  
wa s somehow c rea ted  by t he i l l um i n a t i on o f  
t h e ca r head l i gh t s  o f  t he s u r round i ng s  

( t he road  e t c ) , n o t  t h e  pe rcep t i on o f  d i s 
c rete  beams . 

l t  i s  f rus t ra t i n g no t to be ab l e  t o  app roach 
t h i s  case w i t h ce r t a i n  fact s .  As s ump t i on s , 
b ased  on memo ry, a re o u r  on l y  g u i des . 

I f  i t  was a rgued t h a t  t he "beam- ben d i ng "  
was a n  i l l u s i on ,  o r  m i s i n t e rp re t a t i on o f  
some so r t , a con s i de ra t i on o f  pos s i b l e  me ch 
an i s ms i s  req u i red . 

I gues s one co u l d  we ak l y  a rg ue t h a t  s t ray 
1 i g h t  re f l e c t i on s  may have caused . the pe r 
ce p t i on o f  "beam- ben d i n g 1 1 , b u t  no ev i den ce 
s u ppo r t s  t h i s .  Equa l l y ,  t h e  con cep t s  o f  
' ' t i me gap ' ' ,  hypn agog i c  and  hy pnopomp i c  
i mage ry , o r  othe r i l l us i ons  , s eem i n ap
p rop r i a te ( 4 ) . 

One cou ld argue t h a t  t h e  UFO  ca used  some 
so r t  o f  p e r cep t u a l e f fe c t  on M r  S u l l i van , 
caus i n g h i m  to t h i n k h e  saw t he beams b en d . 
Th i s  i l l us i on co u l d  be va r i o us l y  deeme d a 
gen u i ne e ffect , ca used  by t he obj e c t  i t se l f ,  
o r  a p rosa i c  pe rcep t ua l  e f fe c t  c re a ted  by 
i t s p resen ce . 

Fo r examp l e ,  the  con cep t s  o f  1 1 f l ow- pa t t e rn s "  
a n d  1 1mo t i on pa ra l l ax 1 1 i n  d r i v i n g may b e  
re l e van t .  When  d r i v i n g ,  t he n a t u re o f  t he 
f l ow- pa t t e rn o f  t he ou t s i de wo r l d  i s  q u i t e 
comp l e x a n d  i t  changes  w i t h t h e  d i s t a n ce o f  
f i xa t i on o f  t he d r i ve r ' s  eyes . I f  he 
wa t che s the m i dg ro und , t he fo reg ro und  r us h 
es pa s t  h i m ,  the  m i d g round  appe a rs a l mos t 
s t a t i on a ry and t he b a ckg ro und  appe a rs to 
mo ve i n  t h e s ame d i re c t i on as  t he ca r ' s  
d i re ct i o n o f  t ra ve 1 . I n deed , eve ry t h i n g 
appea rs  to  f l ow ro und t he s po t  a t  wh i ch t he 
ob se rve r  i s  l ook i n g .  The d i f fe ren ce i n  
movemen t , o r - re l a t i ve f l ow- p a t te rns , p ro
d u ces  t he mo t i on pa ra l l a x e f fec t s . 

I n  the ca s e  of  Ron S u l l i van , one cou l d  
a rgue t h a t  he be came f i xa ted on the  "U FO" 
i n  the f i e l d ,  t h e re fo re , i t  be come s 
re l a t i ve l y  s t a t i ona ry ,  t he fo re g round  seems 
to r u s h  pa s t  h i m , i . e .  i n c l ud i n g t h e ne ar  
pa r t  o f  t h e  hea d l i g h t  beams , a n d  t he back
g round  beh i n d t he U FO ,  pos s i b l y  i n c l ud i n g 
t h e  ext rem i t i es o f  the  h ead l i g h t  beams , 
appea rs to  t rave l i n  t h e  s ame d i re c t i on o f  
mo t i on o f  t he ca r .  The re fo re , due t o  t he 
U F O becom i ng  t he " f i xa t i on po i n t "  o f  
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S u l l i va n • s  f i e l d o f  v i s i on ,  t he head l i g h t  
be ams s u f fe r  f rom a fo rm of  mo t i o n pa ra l 
l a x t h a t  reso l ves i t s e l f  i n to  t he i l l u s i on 
of the beams 1 1b e n d  i ng 1 1 ,  i . e .  the  n e a res t 
s e c t i on o f  t he 1 1 beams 1 1 seem i n g l y  fa l l b a ck 
to t he ea r i n  t he d i re et i on· o f  the 1 1 U F01 1 
a n d  t h e  mo re d i s t an t  s e c t i ons  o f  the  
beams 1 a rg e  1 y move con s i s t en t 1 y w i t h  t he 
ea r 1 s mo t i on .  The  1 1pa  ra 1 1  a x1 1 becomes mo re 
a c u te as t h e  f i xa t i on a n g l e  of v i ew ,  
re l a t i ve t o  t he co r re c t  d i re c t i on o f  t ravel , 
i n c re a s e s , i . e .  re a ch i n g a ma x i mum o f  90 ° 
a s  S u l l i va n  i s  d i re c t l y  oppos i te  t h e l i gh t  
d i s p l ay i n  t he f i e l d .  The f l ow p a t te r n s  
a n d  mo t i o n p ra l l a x ,  d i c t a ted  b y  t h e  f i xa 
t i on o n  t h e  1 1 l i gh t  d i s p l ay 1 1 , i s  t h en e n de d  
a n d  t h e  e f fe c t  o f  t h e  ben t head l i g h t  beams 
cea s e s . Soun ds  p l a us i b l e ? Pe rhaps , how
e ve r ,  I h a ve n o t  re ad a p re ce den t i n  the  
p s y cho l og i ca l  1 i t e ra t u re ( 5 ) . H a s  anyone 
e l s e ?  So , the 1 1 p s y cho l og i c a l  exp l ana t i on 1 1 
o f  f i xa t e d  mo t i on p a r a l l a x ,  wh i l e i n te res t
i n g ,  fa l l s s ho r t  o f  be i n g p rove ab l e .  I f  
any  re ade r i s  awa re o f  ev i de n ce o r  a c t u a l 
e x pe r i e n ce t h a t  con f i rms s u ch a theo ry , 
t he a u t ho r  wou l d be mos t i n t r i g ued  to he a r  
o f  i t . 

Wha t  a bo u t  t h e  s i t u a t i on whe re we make t h e  
a s s ump t i on t h a t  M r  S u l l i v an ' s  pe rcep t i on s  
o f  t he B u rkes F l a t  expe r i e n ce we re t o t a l l y  
accu ra te ? 

I f  we a cce p t , howe ve r ten t a t i ve l y , t h a t 
t h e  ca r h ead l i g h t s  we re d i s c re t e l y  reso l v 
e d  a n d , f u r t h e r , t h a t  t he b i z a r re b e n d i n g 
e f fe c t  occu r red , how then  can we a c coun t 
fo r i t .  Apa r t  f rom ext reme m i s i n te rp re-
t a t i on we a re seem i ng l y  l e f t w i t h  1 1exo t i c1 1  
s u gges. t  i on s . 

We 1 1 know 1 1 t h ro ugh E i n s t e i n ' s  t heo r i es t ha t  
1 i g h t  can  b e  ben t a ro un d bod i e s w i t h  mas 
s i ve g ra v i t a t i on a l  f i e l ds ( 6 ) . Th i s  l ead  
ea r l y  t h eo r i s t s  to s u gges t t h a t t h e  B u r kes  
F l a t  U FO was  a body w i t h  a magn e t i c  f i e l d 
l i ke a 1 1m i n i - s u n 1 1 • Th i s  i s, a t  be s t , a 
c r ude an a l ogy a n d  one t h a t  doe s no t s i t  
we l l  w i t h t he 1 1 f ac t s 1 1 •  Un l e s s  on e goe s 
fo r a d i r e c t e d  g r av i t a t i on a l f i e l d re 
so l ved i n  a d i s c re t e  beam o r  l i ne  ( on e  
wh i ch i s  h i t h e r to un known to s c i en ce ) , t hen 
t h e  p re s e n ce o f  an  exo t i c  i n te n s e  g r av i ty 
f i e l d  s hou l d h a ve had  ma rked  e f fe c t s  on 
M r  S u l  l i van ' s  v i s i on ,  h i s  we l l - be i n g a n d  
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the  ca r i t se l f ,  and  a l s o t he s u r roun d i n g s . 
M r  S u l l i van an d h i s  ca r eme rged  f rom t he 
expe r i ence os t e n s i b l y  u n s c a t hed . Des p i te 
cons i de rab l e  e f fo r t s  to  l oca te  t he ca r ,  we 
we re un s ucces s f u l . A magne t i c  s i gn a t u re 
t e s t wou l d  h a ve been ex t reme l y  i n te res t i n g .  
We we re ab l e  t o  exam i ne t h e  hea d l i g h t  o f  
Tay l o r ' s  ca r b u t  the re wa s n o  ev i dence s up 
po r t i n g t h e  p re s en ce o f  a n  i n t e n s e  magne t i c  
f i e l d .  

The on l y  o t h e r  s ugges t i on w i t h s l i g h t l y  
mo re c re d i b i l i t y t h an the  w i l d  s ugges t i on 
o f  a 1 1m i n i - s un 1 1 i s  t h a t  some so r t  o f  
l oca l i s ed  a tmos ph e r i c  1 1 l ens 1 1 e f fect , i . e .  
a d i s c re te l e n s  wa s deve l oped wh i ch ac ted 
as an i n te r f ace w i t h t he i n c i den t head l i g h t  
beams t o  bend  t h rou gh . Th i s  s u gges t i on i s ,  
a t  l e as t , pa r t i a l l y  compa t i b l e  w i t h the  
s u bj e c t i ve geome t ry o f  t he beam bend i ng as  
p e r ce i ved by Mr  S u l l i van , i . e .  as  h e  d rew 
c l ose r to t he s po t  on t he road , oppos i te 
t he 1 i g h t  d i s p l ay i n  the  f i e l d ,  t he deg ree 
of bend became a l l eged l y  mo re acute , re ach
i n g i t s peak  when  oppos i t e t h e 1 1 U F01 1 •  B u t , 
un fo r t un a te l y ,  we h ave no h a r d ev i den ce t o  
s up po r t  t h i s  i d ea . 

So we a re l e f t  w i t h  a t an t a l i z i ng U FO 
ep i sode t h a t  ba i t s us  w i t h  p rovoca t i ve 
s ugges t i on s  o f  b i z a r re i n te ra c t i on s  w i t h  
one o f  o u r  mo s t  reve red techn o l og i ca l  
exp res s i on s , n ame l y ,  1 i gh t  and  t h a t  exp res 
s i on p a rexce l l en ce of 2 0 t h  ce n t u ry tech
no l ogy - t h e  mo to r ca r .  

My ma i n  hope i s  t h a t , s hou l d  s u ch p rovoca t i ve 
e p i sodes ha ppen a ga i n ,  we whou l d  pu l l  ou t 
a l l s tops t o  docume n t  i t  q u i c k l y .  Then , we 
may h a ve a bet t e r unde r s t an d i ng o f  s u ch 
occu r re n ces . Fo r now we a re l e f t  w i t h 
e voca t i ve, hau n t i n g ,  g l i mpses  o f  some t h i n g 
wh i ch s t i l l  seems beyon d ou r comp rehen s i on .  

The a u t h o r  we l come s con s t r u c t i ve d i a l og ue 
an d f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t i on abo u t  t h i s  case a n d  
any o t he r  i n  t h e  c 1 a s s  o f  1 1 phys  i e a  1 ev i dence 1 1• 
He  can  be con t a ct e d  a t : PO Box 6 

Lane  Cove 
NSW 2006 
AUSTRAL I A  
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REVIEWED BY GEORGE W .  EARLEY 

At 6 ' 8" t a l 1 ,  J ame s O b e r� is t h e  b i ��e s t  

- an d l e a s t  o b n o x i o u s  - o f  Ame r i c a ' s  B i � 

Th r e e  U FO S k e P t i c s . Th e o t h e rs a re R o b e r t 

S h e a f f e r  an d Ph i l i P J .  K l a s s . I '  1 1- b e  

t a k in� a c r i t i c a  I I o a k  a t  t h e i r  re c e n t  

b o o k s  in f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  U FO RAN . 

O b e r� i s  an e x - US A F  c a P t a in w h o  o P t e d  o u t 

o f  t h e  A i r  Fo r c e ra t h e r  t h an t r ans f e r aw a Y  

f r om t h e  J o h n s o n  S P a c e  C e n t e r w h e r e h e  h a d  

b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  NASA ' s  s P a c e  s h u t t l e  

P ro � ram . H e  c u r r e n t l Y  w o r k s  f o r M cDo n a l d  

Do u � l a s in NASA M i s s i o n  C on t ro l , H o u s t o n ,  

T e x a s . 

A P r o l i f i c  w r i t e r ,  h i s c o l umn " U FO U P d a t e " 

a P P e a rs f r e q u en t l Y  in O MN I m a� a z ine an d h e  

h a s  w r i t t en o n  bot h UFO a n d  s P a c e  t o P i cs 

f o r a n umb e r  o f  o t h e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s . H i s  

e a r l i e r  b o o k s - RED STAR I N  O RB IT ,  an 

in- d e P t h  a s s e s sm e n t  of t h e  S o v i e t  s P a c e 

P ro � r am ,  an d NEW EARTHS - h a v e  b e en w e l I 

re c e i v e d  b Y  t h e  Ame r i c an t e c h n i c a l / s c i e n

t i f i c  c omm un i t Y . 

O b e r� � ra d u a t e d  f ro m  c o l l e � e  w i t h  h on o rs 

in ma t h ema t i c s and R u s s i an < wh i c h  he b o t h 

s P e a k s  a n d  re a d s > a n d  w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  P h i 

B e t a  K a P P a , t h e Ame r i c an in t e l l e c t u a l 

h o n o r s o c i e t Y .  H e  h a s a c q u i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l 

h o no rs s i n c e  h i s 19 66 � ra d u a t i o n . 

I m e n t i o n  a l  I t h i s b Y  w a Y  o f  a c q u a in t in� 

y o u w i t h  a s k e P t i c  w h o  b r in�s a � re a t  d e a l 

o f  t a l e n t  t o  b e a r  o n  t h e U FO P ro b l em .  

H i s  b o o k i s  a c t u a l l Y  a P a s t i c h e , c on s i s t 

in� m a in l Y  o f  a r t i c l e s an d P a P e rs O b e r� h ad 

d o n e  e a r l i e r  f o r  v a r i o u s  P u b l i c a t i o n s . ManY 

o f  t h e  "my s t e r i e s " e x am i n e d  h e re h a ve a 

s P a c e  c o nne c t i o n ,  t o  b e  e x P e c t e d  � i v e n  

O b e r� ' s  b a c k � r o un d , a n d  w h i l e  h i s t one i s  

re a s o n a b l Y  o b j e c t i v e  f o r t h e  mo s t  P a r t , 

h e  c a n  b e  h a rs h  w h en i t  c om e s  t o  t h e  d e l ib-

30 

e ra t e  h o a x e rs in t h e  UFO f i e l d . 

H i s i n t r o d u c t i on , " S u��e s t i on s  f rom a S ym

P a t h e t i c  S k e P t i c" , i s  t h e  e x P an d e d  v e rs i o n  

o f  h i s w inn in� e n t rY in t h e  1979 C u t t y  S a r k 

UFO E s s a Y c o n t e s t  an d in i t  h e  P r e s en t s  U FO 

b e l i e v e rs w i t h  s ome c o � en t s u��e s t i on s  f o r  

imP ro v in� t h e  q u a l i t Y  an d a c c u ra c Y  o f  t h e i r  

U FO re P o r t in v e s t i� a t i on s . 

O f  t h e  9 c h a P t e rs ,  6 a re on U FO s w i t h  o n e  

< "Th e ' J e l I Y f i s h  UFO ' D i l emma" > d e a l in� 

w i t h  R u s s i an U FO re P o r t s . I f ra n k l Y  wo u l d  

l i k e  t o  s e e  mo re o n  t h i s t o P i c . O t h e r  

c h a P t e rs e x amin e "Th e S i r i us �1 y s t e r y " , "Th e 

T un� u s k a  E ch o e s " , an d "Th e  MY s t e r Y o f  R u s 

s i a ' s  M i s s in� C o smon a u t s " . Wh i l e  in t e re s t 

in� , t h e  f i rs t  two f i t  b e t t e r in t o  t h e  

"anc i en t  a s t ro n a u t "  mY t h o s o f  E r i ch Van 

Dan i k en e t . a l . ,  w h i l e  t h e  t h i r d is t o t a l I Y  

n o n- U FO in n a t u r e . I h a v e  t h e  f e e l in� O b e r� 

w a s  b e in� l a z y  h e re ,  P e rs u a d in �  h i s P u b l i s h 

e r  t o  t ak e  t h re e  a l re a d y  w r i t t en P i e c e s  

ra t h e r  t h an w r i t in� t h r e e  n e w  c h a P t e rs o n  

o t h e r  a s P e c t s  o f  t h e  U FO c on t ro v e rs Y . 

Th e b e s t  c h a P t e rs a r e t h o s e  d e a l in� w i t h  t h e  

A P o l l a  11 UFO h o a x  P i c t u re s , w i t h  G e o r� e 

L e o n a r d ' s  f an t a s i e s  ab o u t  a l i en mo on min in� 

o P e r a t i o n s , an d s e v e ra l U FO h o ax e s . Th e 

h o ax e s - P a r t i c u l a r l Y  t h o s e  b Y  S imP s o n an d 

Mo n t e l e o n e  - a re mo s t  i n s t r u c t i v e  in d emon

s t r a t in� t h a t  t h e re is n o  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  

d e t e rm i n e d l e �w o r k b Y  an in v e s t i� a t o r ,  P l u s 

a l a r� e  d o s e o f  s k e P t i c i sm ab o u t t h e  t a l e  

h e ' s  b e in� t o l d . As O b e r� s h ow s , b o t h  

S imP s o n an d Mon t e l e o n e  s c a t t e re d  amP l e  c l u e s  

t o  t h e  f a l s i t Y  o f  t h e i r  t a l e s .  C re d u l o u s  

in v e s t i� a t o rs s imP l Y  i�n o r e d t h em a s  t h e Y  

t ra v e l l e d d own P r e - c on d i t i o n e d P a t h s  t o w a r d s  

unq u e s t i on in� b e l i e f  i n  wh a t  t h e Y we re 

h e a r i n� . 

Wh i l e  f r an k l Y  a dm i t t in� t h a t " t h e  c l a im o f  
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t h e s u P e r- s k e P t i c s - t h a t  u n s o l v e d  UFO 

c a s e s  c an a 1 1  e a s i  I Y be d i s m i s s e d  a s  un

r e c o �n i z e d h o a x e s - is u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d " , 

O b e r� a l s o n o t e s  t h a t  " t h e  c l a im o f  U FO 

e a � e r- b e a v e r s  - t h a t  t h e  h o a x  P ro b l em i s  

u n d e r c o n t r o l - i s  e q u a l I Y  un s u b s t a n t i a t e d". 

Th e U FO c o mm u n i t y ,  un f o r t un a t e l y , h a s n o t  

r e a l l Y  t a k e n O b e r� ' s  m e s s a� e  t o  h e a r t . 

T h e f a c t  o f  h i s s k e P t i c i sm - an d h i s c a r e 

f u l s e l e c t i v i t Y  o f  t h e  c a s e s  h e  c h o o s e s  

t o  c l o s e l Y  e x am in e - h a s a u t o m a t i c a l l Y 

c a u s e d  t h em t o  t u ne h im o u t ,  t h e r e b Y  m i s 

s i n� t h e  m a i n  P o in t  o f  h i s b o o k : S t u d Y i n� 

CLE A R  

U FO r e P o r t s  i s  w o r t h w h i l e ,  b u t w e ' v e  � o t t o  

c o n t in u e  t o  imP r o v e  t h e  w a Y w e  d o  i t  an d 

t a k e  n o t h in� f o r � r a n t e d  w h i l e  d o i n� s o .  

I n  t h e  ma in , t h i s  i s  a m u c h  b e t t e r  b o o k  t h an 

I e x P t e c t e d  i t  t o  b e  w h en I f i r s t  s a t  d o wn 

t o  r e a d  i t . I ' v e � o n e  b a c k  t o  i t  s e v e r a l 

t im e s  s in c e  t h a t  f i rs t  r e a d i n� an d c o n t i n u e 

t o  f i n d  mo r e  t o  a� r e e w i t h  t h an t o  d i s a� r e e  

w i t h . B u t  I a m  s o r rY t o  re P o r t t h e r e ' s  n o  

in d e x . E i t h e r  O b e r� w a s  t o o  l a z y  t o  c om P i l e  

o n e  o r  h i s  P u b l i s h e r  w a s  t o o c h e a P  t o  i n c l u d e 

o n e  - e i t h e r  w a y , i t  i s  a l a c k  t h a t h am P e r s  

r e - u s e  o f  t h e  b o o k . l  

I NTENT 

A book re vi ew by B i l l  Cha lk er 

Two s e a so n e d  U . S .  U FO re s ea r ch e r s , 
L aw re n ce Fawce t t a n d  B a r ry J .  G ree nwood , 
h a v e  p rod u ce d  an  i mp re s s i ve ch ron i c l e  o f  
t h e  ' ' s e c r e t ' '  h i s to ry o f  t h e U . S .  gove r n 
me n t ' s  de a l i n g w i t h  t he U FO con t rove r s y . 
The  i r b ook  , 1 1  C l e a  r I n t e n  t 1 1  , i s s u b t i t I e d 
1 1T h e  Gove r n me n t  Cove r u p  o f  t h e  U FO E x pe r i 
e n ce 1 1 .  T h e  cove r a l so a s k s  1 1wh a t  doe s t he 
g o ve r n me n t k n ow a bo u t  U FO s  an d why won ' t  
i t  t e l l  u s ? 1 1  

The  book re i i e s he av i l y  o n  q uo t a t i on s  o f  
o f f i c i a l  do c ume n t s  an d t h i s  i s  one  o f  i t s 
s t ro n g  po i n t s . M u ch  o f  t h i s  do c u me n t a t i o n 
was  o n l y  s ec u re d  t h ro u g h  t he U . S .  F re e dom 
of I n fo r ma t i on Ac t an d a s soc i a t e d  co u r t  
a c t i on s . Wh i l e one  m u s t b e  a l wa y s  c a re f u l  
t o  e n s u re t h a t  s u ch doc umen t a t i on i s  no t 
u n d u l y  h e i g h t e n e d  i n  s i gn i f i c an ce b e c a u s e  
o f  t he man n e r i n  wh i ch i t  w a s  o b t a i n e d . 
wh a t  i t s p re s e n t e d  i s  i n t r i g u i n g .  

1 1 C l e a r  l n t e n t 1 1  t a kes  u s  beyo n d  wha t h a s  
b e e n  a v a i I a b l e  f rom t h e U . S . A . F .  U FO P ro
j e c t  1 1 B l ue book 1 1  an d revea l s  t h a t , de s p i t e  
t h e  c u r t a i I i n g o f  t h a t  p roj e c t  i n  1 9 69 ,  i n  
t h e w a ke o f  p u b l i c  p rono u n ceme n t s  o f  t h e 
Con don Re po r t  t h a t  t h e s u b j e c t  h a d  no  s c i 
en t i f i c  va l i d i t y a n d  t h e n a t i on a l s e c u r i t y  
o f  t he U . S .  wa s no t t h re a t e n e d  by  U FO s , 
t h a t  t h i n g s  we re n o t  en t i re l y  c l e a r  c u t . 
I n s t e a d  we h a ve a p i c t u re d r awn t h a t  
( a )  t he re i s  1 1 i n t e n s e  gove r n men t a l  i n t e re s t  

i n  U F0 s 1 1  f rom man y q u a r t e r s , a n d  t h a t  
( b )  t h re a t s  t o  na t i on a l s e cu r i t y h a ve been  

e v i den t on n ume ro u s  occas i on s . 

Doe s t he book  1 1 C I ea r I n t e n  t 1 1 p rove t h i s ? 
l t  wou l d  ce r t a i n l y  seem  so . 

D r  J .  A l i e n Hy n e k  s t a t e s  i n  h i s  fo rewo r d  
t o  t h e book 1 1  . . . ce r t a i n l y  no  one can deny  
any  l on g e r t h a t  va r i o u s  i n t e l l i g e n ce age n c i es 
o f  ou r gove r n men t we re l on g  con gn i z an t o f  
U F O s  a n d  t h e g l ob a l ex t e n t  o f  t h i s  phenome n 
on 1 1 .  Fu r t he r ,  h e  s t a t e s , 1 1  . . .  t h a t  t he C I A  
a n d  N S A  p ro t e s t a t i on s  o f  i n no ce n ce a n d  l a ck 
of i n t e res t i n  U F Os  a re no t h i n g s ho r t  o f  
p re va r i ca t i on . . .  1 1  

Mu ch o f  wh a t  t h e  a u t ho rs de s c r i b e wo u l d  a l 
re ady  be k now n t o  ma ny U FO re s e a r ch e rs , b u t  
t h e re i s  a l s o much he re t h a t  w i l l  i n t r i g ue 
t he mo s t  j a ded  o f  1 1 u fo l og i s t s 1 1 •  

He re we h a ve f a s c i n a t i n g d e t a i l s  o f  b i z a r re 
i n t ru s i on s  i n t o  S AC b a s e s  a l on g  t h e  U SA 
Can ad i a n bo r de r l a te  i n  1 9 7 5 . I n  a l l ,  t h ree 
c h a p t e r s a re g i ve n  ove r to t h e s e  e x t r ao rd i n 
a ry i n t r u s i on s . Fo r examp l e ,  we h a ve e y e 
w i t n e s s  repo r t s  o f  a foo t b a l  ! - s h a ped  U FO 
hove r i n g n e a r n u c l e a r  we apon s s t o r age  a re a s 
a t  Lo r i n g AFB , os t e n s i b l y  on l y  300  y a r d s  
away f rom m i l i t a ry w i t n e s s e s . 

We h a ve t h e b i z a r re t a l e  o f  t h e  a f f a i r a t  
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t he K- 7 M i n u t eman  S i l o  n e a r Lew i s ton , 
Mon t an a . H e re i n ,  a S a b o t a g e  A l e r t Te am , 
r e s pon d i n g t o  a repo r te d  " v i o l a t i on ' ' ,  w i t 
n e s s e d  a h uge  g l ow i n g  d i s c ove r t h e  s i te .  

Du r i n g a U FO s ca re a t  W u r t s m i t h  AFB , a KC -
1 3 5 t a n ke r a i r c ra f t  was  o rde r e d  t o  a t t emp t 
a n  i de n t i f i ca t i on .  The  n a v i g a to r  s t a t e d  
t h a t  " t h e  U FO s pe d  away f rom u s  do i n g 
a p p rox i ma t e l y  1 , 0 00 k no t s " . 

Some i n t r i g u i n g da t a  s u r fa�e s  abo u t  t he 
f a mo u s  I ran i an j e t  e n co un t e r o f  S e p t e mb e r 
1 9 76 .  The  au t ho rs  q uo t e  f rom a De fen ce 
l n te l l i ge n ce Agen cy as s e s s me n t o f  t he 
e ven t wh i ch s t a te d : "An ou t s t an d i n g r e po rt .  
Th i s  c a s e i s  a c l a s s i c  wh i ch mee t s  a l l the  
c r i t e r i a  n e ce s s a ry fo r a va l i d  s t u dy o f  
t h e  U FO p h e nome non " .  F rom t he N a t i on a l  
S e c u r i t y Age n cy ( N SA ) we f i n d t h a t t h e  
i n c i de n t  w a s  c a r r i e d i n  a s e c re t  E l e c t ron i c  
S e c u r i t y Comman d  p u b l i ca t i on w i t h  t he 
i n t r i g u i n g t i t l e o f  t he "M i j i Qua r t e r l y " .  
l t  con t a i n s n a r r a t i ve s umma r i e s o f  a l l 
1 1me a co n i n g " , " i n t r u s i on " , a n d  "j amm i n g i n 
c i de n t s "  ( h e n ce M I J I ) . Th e a c co u n t cove r 
i n g t he I ran i an i n c i de n t de s c r i b e s  i t  a s  
a n  e xa mp l e  o f  an e ve n t "wh i ch w i  1 1  n e ve r 
be  a de q u a t e l y  o r  e n t i re l y  e xp l a i ne d  b y  
l og i c  o r  s u b s eq ue n t i n ve s t i g a t i on . . .  i t  
ma k e s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  an d po s s i b l y  d i s t u rb i n g ,  
r e a d i n g " .  

Th e C I A a n d  F B I f l i r t a t i on s  w i t h t he U F O  
con t ro ve r s y  a re g i ve n  i n  s ome de t a i l ,  
wh i ch may o ve r s t a t e t h e i r re a l  i n vo l veme n t . 
M ay b e  e v i d e n ce w i l l  s u r f ace t h a t  demon 
s t r a t e s  mo re s u b s t an t i ve c u r re n t i n vo l ve 
me n t  as  b e i n g mo re s i g n i f i ca n t  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  ye a rs o f  t he U FO con t rove rs y . 

The  N SA ' s i n vo l veme n t  i s  d rawn i n  s h adowy 
de t a i l ,  de s p i t e i t s e x t reme l y  cove r t  
n a t u re .  H e re we h a ve e x t rao r d i n a ry re f 
e re n ce s  t o  " U F O  h y po t he s i s  a n d  s u rv i va l  
q u e s t i on s "  a n d  " s u rp r i s e ma t e r i a l " .  

O t h e r  i n t r i g u i n g even t s  a re de s c r i be d . 
T h e  p u z z l i n g Re n d l e s h am Fo re s t  a f fa i r ,  
s ubj e c t  o f  a fo r t h com i n g  book by  J e n n y  
Ran d l e s an d comp a n y , i s  p re s e n t e d  a s  a 
po t e n t i a l l y  s i gn i f i can t c a s e , s u ppo r t e d  i n  

' pa r t by  o f f i c i a l  doc umen t a t i on .  

I n  an  e p i l ogue  to  t he boo k , e x t rao r d i n a ry 
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o f f i c i a l docume n t a t i on i s  s up p l i ed to U FO 
i n t r u s i on s  o ve r K i r t l an d  A i r Fo r ce B a s e  i n  
Augu s t  1 9 80 ,  wh e n  a U F O  hove red  n e a r  t h e  
Man z ano we apon s s t o rage  a re a  - t he l a rg e s t 
s t o rage  s i t e of n u c l e a r  weapo n s  i n  t he wo r l d !  
( Se e  f u r t he r foo t n o t e ) .  

The  a u t ho rs  con c l ude : 

"The U . S . go ve rnme n t i s  con v i n ce d  t h a t  U FO s  
a re a s e r i o u s  ma t te r .  l t  i s  on l y  t h ro u g h  
a con ce r t e d  e f fo r t by  t h e  wo r l d ' s  b r a i n 
t ru s t t ha t  U FO s  can  b e  de a l t w i t h e f f e c t i ve
ly . . .  al mo s t  s u re l y  l ead i n g t o  t he reve l a t i on 
o f  n ew t ru t h s ' ' . 

Wh i l e d i f fe r i n g i mp u t a t i on s  can  be d rawn 
f rom t h e  e v i den ce g i ve n  i n  " C l ea r  I n te n t " , 
i t  can  b e  s a i d  t h a t  i t  i s  a boo k  we l l  wo r t h  
be i n g re ad  by  a n y on e  who h a s  a n  i n te re s t  i n  
t he s u bj e c t . 

A l t e r n a t e  i n t e rp re t a t i on s  o f  C I A i n vo l vement , 
t he I ran i a n i n c i de n t  an d t h e  i n t r u s i on s  ove r 
SAC b a s e s  i n  1 9 7 5 ,  a re ava i l ab l e  i n  Ph i l  
K l a s s ' de b un k i n g book , "U FOs - t h e  P ub l i c  
De ce i ve d " . The  reade. r  s ho u l d  comp a re b o t h  
boo k ' s  t re a t me n t s  o f  e a c h  o f  t he s e  t heme s . 
I came away fee l i n g t h a t  t h e  SAC  b a s e  i n 
t ru s i on s  d i d i nvo l ve s ome t h i n g ext r ao rd i n a ry ,  
de s p i te t h e  amb i g uou s  n a t u re o f  some o f  
t h e  o b s e rva t i on s . I n  " C l ea r  I n t en t "  w e  h a ve 
mo re de t a i l ed a c co u n t s  o f  eyew i t n e s s e s  to  
s ome o f  t h e s e  ob s e r va t i on s , wh e re K l a s s  
dwe l 1 s on t h e  amb i g uo u s  FO I A do c umen t s . I n  
fa i r ne s s  t o  K l a s s , t h e  w i t n e s s  t e s t i mon y 
was o s t e n s i b l y  no t a va i l ab l e  a t  t h e  t i me o f  
h i s w r i t i n g . I was a 1 so  1 e f t w i t h t he i m
p re s s i on t h a t  mu ch of t he a c t i v i t y of t h e  
S A C  b a s e s  fe l 1 w i t h i n  a c t i v i t y d e s i g n e d  t o  
t e s t t he n a t u re o f  b a s e res pon s e s . Tha t 
s ou n d s  1 i ke p ro s a i c  " fo re i gn "  i n c u r s i on s . 
The  e v i de n ce i s  no t exp l i c i t  e n o u g h  t o  con 
f i rm mo re exo t i c  pos s i b i l i t i e s .  I fou n d  
K l a s s ' con to r t i on s  o f  repo r t e d  fa c t s  i n  t h e  
I r an i a n c a s e  s omewh a t  un t e n a b l e �  a l t ho u g h  
some o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  doc umen t a t i on con f l i c t s  
w i t h  n ews pape r a c co un t s , b u t  t h i s  i s  no t h i n g 
n ew a n d , I � u s pe c t , one  s hou l d  re l y  on t he 
m i l i t a ry doc umen t a t i on ra t he r t h an t he 
med i a  r e po r t i n g .  W i t h  re g a rd to C I A i n vo l ve 
me n t , I fee l t h e  re a 1 s i t u a t i on 1 i e s  some
wh e re be tween  t he pos i t i on s  ado p t e d  by K l a s s  
an d t he a u t ho r s o f  " C l e a r  I n t e n t " .  ( Se e  
foo t n o t e )  . 
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Wh a teve r yo u r  op i n i on o f  the i n p l i ca t i on s  
o f  t he i n fo rma t i on con t a i ned i n  " C l ea r  
I n ten t " , i t  i s  ce r t a i n l y  o f  con s i de rab l e  
va l ue t o  have much o f  t he o f f i c i a l do cu
men t a t i on be fo re u s  so that  mo re open , and 
s u bs t a n t i ve ,  deb a t e  can occ u r .  The t i me 
fo r · se c re cy has  pas s ed . The need fo r 
s ub s t an t i a l s c i en t i f i c  i n ve s t i g a t i on s hou l d  
now be ou r c l e a r  i n ten t .  

FOOTNOTE TO REV I EW :  

The au t ho r s q uote  a Ma rch 22 , 1 950 , FB I 
memo re fe r r i n g t o  c ra s hed  " s au ce rs " a n d  
de ad  " a l i en s "  an d then add : "A s pu r i ou s  
re po r t  o r  a t o p  s e cu r i ty ma t t e r ?  We don • t  
iklnow" . The memo s u re l y  re l a tes to " D r  
Gee 1 s' 1 1 i n f amou s Den ve r Un i ve rs i t y l e ct u re 
re t h e  New Mex i co " s au ce r" c ra s h e s . l t  
was w i de l y  p ub l i c i sed  i n  t h e  Den ve r Pos t 
on Ma r ch 9 ,  1 0 , 1 2 , 1 6  & 1 7 ,  1 95 0 , and 
b ecame t he bas i s  o f  F rank S cu l l y 1 s bes t 
s e  1 1 i n g book , 1 1 Be h i n d t h e  F 1 y i n g S a u ce rs " 

( 1 950 ) . The book was s u bs eq uen t l y  d i s 
c re d i t ed . The ' t h erre of " c ra s hed  U FOs " a n d  
" de a d  a l i en s "  has , howeve r ,  been  res u r re c t 
ed  b y  L e n  S t r i n g f i e l d  a n d  o t he rs . A s  t he 

con ten t a n d  d a t e s  co i n c i de ,  t he re can be 
no dou b t  t ha t  t he 1 950 FB I memo i s  not re
fe r r i ng to a s epa rate t a l e .  The memo h as 
ga i ned a l eve l of noto r i ety  t h a t  i t  i n  no  
way de se rve s , p r i n c i pa l l y  be ca u s e  i t  c ame 
f rom FB I s ou rces . Sec re t i ve c l a n des t i n e 
a n d  of f i c i a l sou rces  a re not a l way s t he 
mos t  d i rect p a t h  to t he t r ut h .  

FOOTN OTE TO K I RT LAN D AFB 1 9 80 R E P O RTS : 

FS R re ce n t l y ca rr i ed rep rod u ct i on s  pu rpo r t 
i n g t o  be  a u t h en t i c  gove rn men t documen ts  
( s pe c i f i c a l l y  docume n t s  No . 1 & 4 ) re fe r
r i ng re s pect i ve l y  to r�da r j amm i n g an d a l 
l eged cove r t  U FO p roj ect s ca r r i e d o u t  by 
NASA - name l y  P roj ect  Aq ua r i u s .  These two 
pa r t i cu l a r  doc umen ts d i d  not eman ate  f rom 
o f f i c i a l c i r c l es  an d t he i r va l i d i t y i s  i n  
q ue s t i on .  One re fe rs t o  H QC R4 4  as be i n g 
re l evan t to cove r t  U FO res e a r ch b u t  t h i s  
appea rs to be a C l a s s i f i ca t i on Ra t i n g ( C R ) 
re l evan t to  n uc l ea r weapon s wh i ch i s  ce r
t a i n l y  re l evan t to t he Man za no weapon s 
f a c i l i ty .  The re fore , ca ut i on i s  req u i re d 
w i t h t hese  documen ts  un t i l  s u ch t i me as  
t he i r con ten t s  a re ve r i f i ed as hoax or  
a u t he n t i c .  I 

OB I TUARY 

I t  is w i t h  s a dne s s  t h a t  we no t e  t h e  P as s in� o f  Ge o r�e H ume wh o was in vo l v e d  w i t h  t h e  

Pe rt h U FO Re s e a r ch G ro u P  ( PUFORG > f o r o ve r  twen t Y  Y e a rs .  Wi t h in PUFO RG , Ge o r�e h e l d  

t h e  r o l e s ,  a t  d i f f e rent t ime s , o f  P re s i d e nt , S i�h t in�s O f f i ce r ,  P Ub l i c re l a t i ons man 

and P h o t o� ra Ph i c e x P e r t . G e o r� e  w a s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  h i s wo rk an d a r ran�e d e x h ib it ions 

an d �ave l e c t u re s . Ge o r� e  was h e l d  in h i�h e s t eem b Y  h is co l l e a� u e s . We e x t en d  o u r  

s YmP a t h Y  t o  PUFORG . E d  

AN A T O  Z OF UFO EXPLANAT I ONS 

Due to a la ck of space in thi s i ssue , we are unable to bri ng you the next ins tallment 
of "An A to Z of UFO Expl an ations " .  However,  thi s informative seri es wi l l  continue 
in the next issue . 




