
 



EDITORIAL 
 

Well, summer is slowly approaching which gives UPIA 
and MAPIT the chance to conduct more on site 

investigations. I’ve been busy the last couple of months 
filming for a new TV documentary for Channel 4 and a 
UFO feature for Channel M, more on that next month.  

 
There has already been news that the first Crop Circle of 

the year has been discovered which means we will be 
letting you know what has been found and where 

throughout the next few issues. I’d also like to apologise 
to our readers looking forward to reading 

Part- 2 of the Drummer of Tedworth. Due to unforeseen 
circumstances we were unable to include this, but hope 

to have it in our next issue. 
 

SUB-EDITORIAL  

 
An odd old month, far too much to do and not enough 

time to do it, I was able to guest on Haunted Cornwall FM 
discussing UFO’s, well it was supposed to be, but ended 

up being over an hour chatting about lots of different 
paranormal related subjects. Thanks to John for the 
invite. UPIA’s big thing this month is our new blog.  

We’ve gone back and forth with the idea for some time, 
and finally decided on the template and content   

                  requirements.  
 

Using this tool, we are now able to offer our thoughts on items in the 
news, up to date analysis and general deliberations. 

I’ve been a tad overwhelmed with review material. With an 
equipment review from Toms Gadgets, several books shared 

between UPIA members for review by Darren Ritson, and the Fatima 
Trilogy; Three thought provoking and outstanding books regarding 

the Portuguese Virgin Mary visitations... 
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 Things that go Bump in the Night 
By John Prytz 

Apparitions, ghosts,  phantoms, 
spectres, spirits, spooks, wraiths – call 
them what you will like ‘things that go 
bump in the night' if you wish. Here's a 
mystery that needs explaining. Who 
hasn't heard and/or read about ghosts? 
Ghosts are a staple of thousands of 
novels, short stories, plays, operas, TV 
episodes, feature films, video games, 
documentaries, theme park rides, songs, 
mythological and not so mythological 
legends, and all manner of campfire 
and other tall tales, and have been, in 
one form or another, for generations 
upon generations. So, ghosts are the 
theme to be explained here. 

Now I must stress that I am NOT, 
repeat NOT, talking about séances, 
Ouija boards, spiritualism, mediums, 
channelling, and yucky ectoplasm. 
Rather, just old fashion unexpected, 
unplanned, undesired, unwanted close 
encounters with those things that go 
‘bump’ in the night and go ‘boo' and 
like to haunt things. The unfortunate 
thing is that said encounters go back to 
the ancient Greeks (and probably 
before if there were records) and 
proceed through every century up 
through and including the 21st. Ghostly 
encounters are recorded across the 
entire spectrum of the human condition. 
Young and old; male and female; every 
race, creed, culture, socioeconomic 
group, nationality, IQ level, etc. has 
recorded encounters. By now, that's 
probably in the hundreds of thousands 
to millions of cases, not all by any 
means noted and logged in the 
literature. I'm sure many members of 
the great unwashed keep quiet for 
obvious reasons. Problem one: has each 
and every one of those witnesses to 
ghostly happenings been mistaken? 

Problem two is the counterpoint. If you 
can see or hear ghosts, or photograph 
them or record them and their activity 
with other instruments, then ghosts 
must be composed of matter and 
energy, yet there is no way known to 
science to form these ghostly 
apparitions, comprised of necessity of 
matter and energy. Since ghosts are 
apparently whatever leaves the body 
after death (including, apparently, 
animals as well as humans), and since a 
body doesn't lose any mass in that 
interval or transition between life and 
death, there's no decrease of X amount 
of grams, the ghost has to be comprised 
of nothing and be 100% immaterial – 
but then you couldn't see or hear them! 
That contradicts all those millions of 
witnesses. 

Another problem is that not all ghosts 
are biological. There are reports of 
ghost trains, and phantom ships, and 
other things that have no connection 
with the biological world. 

However, sticking with the biological 
world for the time being, it must be 
noted that we humans tend to have a 
near universal fear, or at least intense 
dislike, of certain other life forms that 
often have relatively little to do with 
any actual threats they represent. We 
tend to hate cockroaches (but very few 
other beetles) even though they aren't 
likely to tear you apart limb from limb. 
And the cockroaches-spread-disease 
idea behind cockroach loathing doesn't 
wash. While we might kill flies, fleas 
and mosquitoes that equally can spread 
disease, we're not revolted by them. We 
don't care too much for snakes even 
though relatively few can harm us and 
in any event we can run faster than they 
can slither. We have an instinctive 
dislike of certain spiders even though 
we're a thousand times their size and 
have a vast array of arsenal at our 
disposal to deal with them. Now I'll be 
the first to admit that I hate and will kill 
huntsman spiders on sight although 
they pose no danger to me and are 
actually probably useful pest control 
agents in the house. On the other hand, 
other spiders, even the venomous red 
back spiders, it's live and let live. It's 
not all very rational, but then who said 
human behaviour was always rational! 
But further on the theme… 

There are many biological things in this 
world that can be deadly to us, yet 
which we have an instinctive or innate 
fear of. We don't recoil in horror at the 
sight of a tiger or lion or a wolf or a 
bear. Certain fish and amphibians can 
be toxic, but don't cause us any 
revulsion. Some invertebrates like the 
blue-ringed octopus, box jellyfish, and 
some cone shells can give you a nasty, 
even fatal experience, but they don't 
feature in our list of loathing. So there's 
probably no absolute relationship 
between inner loathing and external 
danger. But, anything we are hardwired 
to be instinctively repulsive of is 
nevertheless real. 

We tend to be afraid of is ghosts, in fact 
usually downright terrified – that's why 
they feature so prominently in horror 
fiction. Why this is so, if ghosts are just 
spirits of usually dead strangers to us, is 
s l ight ly  myste r ious  s ince  we 
accidentally come across – well you 
come across – strangers everyday, in 
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the street, in the office, while shopping 
or stopping to smell the roses in your 
local park without any feeling of 
revulsion or being scared. Somehow 
we're hardwired to be nervous, 
probably terrified, around things that go 
‘bump’ in the night. So perhaps that's 
an argument that ghosts do in fact exist. 
However, let's look at alternative 
explanations. 

The immediate, and most obvious, 
explanation(s) revolve around routine, 
ordinary, physical events that witnesses 
misinterpret. There can be many natural 
sources for strange lights; many natural 
sources for weird noises, even apparent 
changes in temperatures associated with 
spiritual manifestations. 

The next most obvious category of 
explanations resides within the mind. If 
you're tired, under the influence, have 
through no fault of your own abnormal 
brain chemistry or disease or injury, 
then what you perceive might not be 
what you think it is. Some people might 
be extra sensitive in their perception of 
and able to be influenced by infrasound 
or magnetic fields. There are dreams 
that can be extremely vivid (lucid 
dreams), and hallucinations. For the ‘all 
in the mind' theory to be credible, 
you've got to give equal opportunity to 
a whole range of other equally logical, 
yet equally nonsensical items like 
sightings of flying pink elephants.  

People often report seeing 
ghosts out of their Peripheral 
Vision: 
 
Peripheral vision is a part of 
vision that occurs outside the 
very center of gaze. There is a 
broad set of non-central 
points in the field of view that 
is included in the notion of 
peripheral vision. "Far 
peripheral" vision exists at 
the edges of the field of view, 
"mid-peripheral" vision exists 
in the middle of the field of 
view, and "near-peripheral", 
sometimes referred to as 
"para-central" vision, exists 
adjacent to the center of gaze. 
The loss of peripheral vision 
while retaining central vision 
is known as tunnel vision, and 
the loss of central vision 
while retaining peripheral 
vision is known as central 
scotoma. 
 
Peripheral vision is weaker in 
humans, compared with other 
animals, especially at 
distinguishing color and 
shape.  
 
This is because receptor cells 
on the retina are greater at 
the center and lowest at the 
edges (see visual system for 
an explanation of these 
concepts). In addition, there 
are two types of receptor 
cells, rod cells and cone cells; 
rod cells are unable to 
distinguish color and are 
predominant at the periphery, 
while cone cells are 
concentrated mostly in the 
center of the retina, the fovea.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_perception�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Field_of_view�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunnel_vision�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_scotoma�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_scotoma�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_scotoma�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_scotoma�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Color_vision�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retina�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_system�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rod_cell�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cone_cell�
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 Things that go Bump in the Night 
By John Pyrtz 

The mind can conceive of flying pink 
elephants equally as well as ghosts, yet 
where are the reports of flying pink 
elephants? There are millions of other 
plausible topics that could be imagined 
and reported as reality but aren't. So 
when you get thousands of sightings of 
one data point in a landscape of 
plausible millions of data points (that 
aren't ever noted and logged), what 
does that tell you about the ‘all in the 
mind' theory? 

However, I suggest that on balance, 
while there is certainly some truth in a 
sweeping generalisation that each and 
every ghostly sighting has a prosaic 
explanation, I remain unconvinced that 
all those who experience apparitions 
are akin to having converted believers 
preached to. Sure, some people seek out 
ghostly encounters and expect to 
experience the same just like some 
Bigfoot/Sasquatch hunters see a partly 
concealed animal a mile or more away 
in thick forest and immediately jump to 
the conclusion that it must be a Bigfoot. 
The will to believe is a powerful 
influence. I believe in the ‘flying 
saucer' explanation of all things UFO is 
more likely to look at the planet Venus 
and explain ‘There, an alien spacecraft', 
than someone who poo-poos the whole 
UFO subject. It takes something 
extraordinary to turn a non-believer/
sceptic into a believer/convert, 
especially when extraordinary event 
conversions cut across all cultures over 
thousands of years! 

So, we have extraordinary encounters 
and reports from far too many un-
expecting and unprepared witnesses, 
from all walks of life, since at least the 
times of the ancient Greeks. There's 
thousands of reports from witnesses not 
seeking out new (or any) ghostly 
encounters, those sober disbelievers 
who get bumped in the night anyway. 
Well, as I said, there are just a few too 
many to suggest that prosaic 
explanations can account for 100% of 
cases. 95% I'll go along with; just not 
100%. So, what other explanations are 
plausible?   

One can invoke the idea of parallel 
worlds to explain ghosts, not as the 
remains of the dead but the barely 
perceptible images of living beings (or 
inanimate objects) on a parallel world; 
a parallel Earth in all probability. But 
parallel worlds or universes are 
theoretical at best and the macro 
mechanism(s) by which these macro 
ghostly entities could appear in our 
realm is also very hypothetical, and it's 
compounding one speculation by 
heaping on it another. However, there's 
a better bet in theorising that on the 
quantum (micro) level, there could be 
interactions between parallel worlds. 
However, that probably doesn't help us  

explain ghostly manifestations. It's 
pretty obvious that the existence of a 
discrete chunk of matter/energy has an 
influence of other discrete chunks of 
matter/energy that influence remaining 
- for a while at least -even when the 
first chunk moves away or otherwise 
vanishes or changes in form. For 
example, the cosmic microwave 
background radiation (CMBR) is the 
ghostly remains of the Big Bang origin 
event of our Universe. The Big Bang is 
no more, but the influence remains. If 
you look at a bright light then turn the 
light off, you'll still see, for a brief 
while, an afterimage of that light.  

You can also detect its infrared (heat) 
radiation for a spell, even after lights 
out! You might be able to tell that 
someone has recently been in a room 
because the temperature is slightly 
higher in one place coupled with a 
higher concentration of perfume in that 
same place not to mention that the sofa 
cushions (that same location) are still 
slightly depressed as if someone had 
been recently sitting on them. 
Footprints are another example of 
influence between one chunk of matter/
energy and another – influence left 
behind even though the original chunk 
is now far away. Such are the clues 
from which Sherlock Holmes and kin 
make their living from. 

Now to the best of my knowledge, 
ghostly manifestations tend to be recent 
– recent with respect to human history. 
That is, I know of no reports of ghostly 
Dinosaurs, or Sabre Tooth Cats or 
Neanderthals (there's no haunted 
caveman caves). While I'm sure the 
ancient Greeks saw ghosts from their 
recent past, we don't tend to see ghosts 
of ancient Greeks. It almost seems that 
after a certain period of time, whatever 
influence on the environment the 
original matter/energy chunk (human 
for sake of argument) had, the 
remnants, those ghostly manifestations, 
ultimately fades away to something no 
longer distinguishable from the 
ordinary or everyday background, and 
does so usually within several 
centuries. Imagine turning off a light 
having it slowly fade away, but taking 
perhaps many centuries to do so. 

The problem with this idea is that I'm 
sure any physicist could calculate how 
long it would take for any residual trace 
of something to fade and blend into the 
background as to be indistinguishable 
from the background. It doesn't take all 
that long after turning off the oven for 
its temperature to cool to that equalling 
the background temperature. So, 
explaining ghostly images days, 
months, years, even decades or many 
centuries after-the-fact is problematical 
at best. I like the idea, but I can't see a 
way to make it work in practice.  

 

Page 3 
Phenomena Magazine: May 2011 - issue 25: www.phenomenamagazine.co.uk 

Be that as it may, there's probably some 
wheat among the chaff here, although 
I'm not quite sure however what this 
observation (that ghosts fade away in 
time) all means, if anything. But I think 
it's an important observation and offers 
up a clue towards an ultimate 
resolution. One could easily imagine a 
ghost (or any kind – formally animate 
or inanimate) as the product of a 
hologram. The only difficulty with that 
idea, of course, is that ghostly 
apparitions have been observed, noted 
and logged way, way before modern 
holographic technology came into 
being. 

Simulations on the other hand could be 
a horse of a different colour. The basic 
premise here is that you and I and all 
we see and hear (and touch, taste and 
smell) is an illusion because we are all 
simulated beings ‘living' in a virtual 
world, the creation of a person or 
persons (or even an alien or aliens) 
unknown. We, and our Universe, are as 
‘real' as the characters and their 
universe are in a computer game. In a 
simulation of that sort, it's certainly 
possible, maybe even logical, to 
provide as a subroutine an afterlife – a 
plane of higher dimensional existence 
(whatever that means exactly) – 
perhaps something, a concept, we've 
come to identify as Heaven or Hell. But 
let's just call that subroutine afterlife 
the ‘spirit world'. If we can have ghosts 
in our virtual computer game worlds, 
then by implication, our Supreme 
Simulator could have provided the 
software for ghosts or ghostly 
apparitions (animate or inanimate) 
inhabiting the subroutine spirit world! 

On the other hand, why would a 
Supreme Simulator provide a software 
subroutine providing for ghosts? Well, 
who knows the mind and rational of our 
Supreme Simulator, especially if our 
S.S. is an alien? Actually, I think the 
simulation of ghostly phenomena could 
be a mistake; something not actually 
intended. I suspect our ghostly 
manifestations are just a previously 
deleted bit of software. Since nothing is 
ever truly deleted – deleted files can 
usually be recovered albeit by experts. 
Overwriting previous text doesn't 
apparently actually destroy in total 
what was there before-the-fact. In a 
manner somewhat akin to receiving 
interference and ghostly images on 
your TV set, previous software, now 
deleted, might every now and again 
come marginally into the foreground. 
So the bottom line is that science says 
they (meaning the things that go bump 
in the night, the afterlife remains of 
dead entities or non-biological things) 
can not be; witnesses testimony 
notwithstanding. Impasse! On the other 
hand, the simulation argument works 
for me. Impasse no longer!... 

Ghosts are one of society's 
most readily accepted 

paranormal phenomena. In a 
recent survey carried out in 

the United States, more than 
fifty percent of Americans 

believe in ghosts, and with 
one in two adults giving 

credence to apparitions and 
other ghostly occurrences, it 

stands to reason that 
hauntings are quite common. 

 
While there is no direct basis 
for the belief that graveyards, 
cemeteries, and mausoleums 

are inherently haunted, many 
paranormal investigators and 

enthusiasts believe that the 
intense concentration of 
spiritual and emotional 

energy present in such places 
makes them ideal for regular 

hauntings.  
 

It is speculated that 
apparitions, or visible 

manifestations of ghosts, need 
incredible amounts of energy 

to appear, and that energy 
can be harnessed through 

emotional residue that may 
become imprinted on a burial 

site over time from the large 
number of emotional 

gatherings. Spirits may be 
particularly apt to appear 
near their own burial sites 
because it is the last place 

they were physically 
connected to. 

 
It is also speculated that, 

because the emotional 
energies of families, friends, 

and spirits coalesce in a 
single location in a cemetery, 

it may create a portal for 
ghosts to pass through and 

become visible or otherwise 
felt by passersby. Therefore, 
while the land itself may not 

possess the energy necessary 
to conjure a spirit, the 

accumulation of energies can 
result in frequent hauntings.  

Some parapsychologists 
believe that some living 

people are susceptible to 
burial site hauntings because 
their psyche can more readily 
accept the presence of spirits 

in such a place. With the high 
concentration of spiritual 

energy and the greater mental 
acceptance of paranormal 

activity, cemeteries are very 
common haunting sites.  

http://www.essortment.com/hauntings-common-42458.html�
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I obtained this book a few weeks back and I was pleasantly surprised. Its 
format and cover were spot on. The book provides a wealth of historical 
information in regards one of the most notorious mills in the country that is 
known by residents, workers, historians and researchers to being 
paranormally orientated. As you read through the hundreds of paranormal 
accounts, you cannot help being drawn into its story. The book contains 
informative photographs and documentation along with recent details from 
onsite investigations. The book is forwarded by Colin Wilson who is well 
known within this subject. The authors Michael J. Hallowell and Darren 
W. Ritson must have spent years investigating, researching and 
documenting the many paranormal incidents at the mill and surrounding 
location. This 240 page book is a real treat for paranormal enthusiasts and 
boasts many intriguing, profound and unusual documented incidents.  
 
The Haunting of Willington Mill 
The Truth Behind England’s Most Enigmatic Ghost Story 
 
Available at Amazon.co.uk       ...Well worth getting your hands on, ... Steve Mera BSc. 



Black Helicopters over Manchester 
By Steve Mera. 

‘We’ve all seen military helicopters. Be it on TV, an air-show or near military facilities. But one 
of the last places you’d expect to have regular sightings is probably in the skies over 
Manchester, UK.  Well... that’s what I thought’... I WAS WRONG! 
On October 2nd 1999 at approximately 
8.30pm a gentleman called Mr. Steve 
Clark contacted MAPIT with a report 
of a Black Helicopter over his house. 
He had been sitting in his lounge 
watching TV when he heard a 
thunderous noise coming from outside. 
Interested in Aviation and living in the 
area of a flight path to Manchester 
International Airport, Mr. Clark 
investigated the strange noise. He went 
outside and looked up. Directly above 
his house was a very strange helicopter. 

He described it as ‘insect looking’ with 
bits sticking out of it. Mr. Clark stood 
in his garden watching it for about 2 
minutes, when suddenly the noise of its 
engine seemed to just stop. Mr. Clark 
was amazed at how quiet the helicopter 
had become. A few seconds later the 
helicopter very quickly accelerated out 
of sight over the roof-tops of near by 
houses, heading towards Sheffield. At 
first Mr. Clark could not see any form 
of identification lights, but when it 
started to move away from him he saw 
a single fixed white light suddenly 
switch on. Mr. Clark claims he has 
never seen this helicopter before, but 
did remark on how much it resembled a 
military helicopter. 
 
On October 4th 1999, I visited Mr. 
Clarke and asked him to attempt to 
identify the helicopter via looking at 
helicopter specifications. Mr. Clark 
identified the Boeing AH64 Apache 
Helicopter as being the nearest.  

On October 7th, I contacted Manchester 
International Airport and was put 
through to the Air Traffic Control help 
desk. The woman who answered was 
informed of the helicopter sightings, the 
location, time and helicopter 
description. I asked if there was such a 
helicopter in the vicinity. She asked me 
to hold. A minute or so later she picked 
up the phone and told me that there had 
been no such reports of any helicopters 
in the area, except for the known Police 
helicopter. She suggested that it must 
have belonged to the Police. 
 
I asked if she could tell me if the Police 
helicopter had been in the given 
location on the night of the sighting. At 
that she said she could not tell me the 
where about’s of the police helicopter 
as reports are not kept and that they 
were not aloud to give that sort of 
information. 

On October 8th, Greater Manchester 
Police were contacted. The police 
officer told me that they to, were not 
allowed to give me details of the 
helicopter’s where about’s. However, 
the officer said that the sighting could 
well have been the Police helicopter 
which often operate over Manchester. 
 
The following day, South Yorkshire 
Police were contacted, however, the 
police officer told me that they would 
not have any police helicopters over 
Manchester as this is not their area of 
operation. They told me to contact 
GMP, which we had already done. 
 
All witnesses described a similar Black 
Helicopter, looking very similar to the 
Apache AH64, however, some 
witnesses mentioned the helicopters 
having no tail rotar... Could this have 
been a converted or a prototype version 
of the AH64 Apache helicopter, 
operating in the skies over 
Manchester? . The mystery continued... 

There are some standard Apache 
helicopters in the UK, which are 
associated with military units or 
facilities. There are possibilities that 
such an aircraft may be conducting a 
military operation or, could have been 
associated with an air-show etc. No 
known air-shows were scheduled. If a 
standard AH64 Apache had been seen, 
it would have had certain obvious 
indicators, such as :- 
 
1. Normal Identification Lighting in 
association with the Civil Aviation 
Authority. 
 
2. The Standard Apache helicopter is 
noisy and is not equipped with NOTAR 
(No Tail Rotar) Systems. 
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‘This Black 
Helicopter was 
unusual. It looked 
like an insect and 
was heavily armed 
hovering over my 
house’... Said Steve. 

The Apache AH64             
attack Helicopter:              
Total AH-64A procurement by 
the US Army stands at 813 
helicopters (plus prototypes), 
comprising 807 planned 
production aircraft and six 
Desert Storm attrition 
replacements. The US Army 
hoped to upgrade 254 AH-64As 
to AH-64A+ or AH-64B 
standard, but this was cancelled 
in 1992. This was an interim 
step (coming ahead of the more 
advanced AH-64C/D), with 
modest, near-term 
improvements based on 
Operation Desert Storm 
experience. Modifications 
included addition of GPS for 
accurate navigation, 
SINCGARS radios, extended-
range fuel tanks, and new rotor 
blades. TADS/PNVS and the 
M230 gun were to have been 
modified to improve reliability, 
maintainability and accuracy. 



Black Helicopters over Manchester 
By Steve Mera 

During November 1999, I was lucky 
enough to witness the mysterious black 
helicopter in the skies over Manchester 
myself, around 11.30 pm. It had a 
single fixed white light on its tail and 
what seemed to be a tail boom, 
indicating the NOTAR system. It also 
had two fixed structures either side of 
its body, very similar to the AH64. 
Also, there was some large fixtures to 
these appendages. 
 
I decided to make further enquiries with 
military facilities. Unofficially I was 
told that there were 6 Black Helicopters 
in the UK at that time. Manchester 
Region has two and West Midlands had 
another. The two Manchester Black 
Helicopters are more or less identical 
except for a small yellow stripe on one 
of the tails. Both helicopters have been 
seen but not at the same time. MAPIT 
Investigator Jeff Dunning had 
witnessed the Black Helicopter with the 
small yellow stripe, and MAPIT 
Investigator Steve Yarwood and his 
family have witnessed the plain Black 
Helicopter like myself. 
 
We were told by a military official that 
these unusual helicopters were in fact 
prototypes, (converted Apache AH64 
helicopters) fitted with an advanced 
NOTAR System. They are made of 
Carbon Fibre and are highly vacuumed 
for high altitude flying. Also, that they 
are faster than normal AH64’s and very 
stealthy. The identification markings 
are dark grey in colour so to make it 
difficult to identify, and are fitted with 
Parabolic Sonic Ear Microphones, X-
Ray Video Surveillance Camera’s, and 
possibly Infra red and ultra violet 
detection. Finally, I was told that the 
aircraft are associated with RAF Lucus 
in Scotland and a Ministry of Defence 
facility in Abbaporth, in Wales. The 
above details were also confirmed by 
another RAF military associate of Steve 
Yarwood’s. The Military officer said he 
could supply us with photographs, 
however, he later changed his mind due 
to the sensitivity of the helicopter 
operations at that time. 

A CID officer in London who wishes to 
remain unknown also confirmed the 
Black NOTAR System helicopters. He 
would not comment on why they were 
being used, nor where they were from. 
He informed me that they had assisted 
the police on occasion. He was also 
aware of one of the helicopters 
identification names and some of its 
specifications. 
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More Reported Sightings 

Lights Then Black Helicopter 
Over Little Odell, 
Bedfordshire, UK  

Date: October 13, 2010  

Time: Approx: 10:00 p.m. 
Location of Sighting: Little Odell 

Bedfordshire UK. 
Number of witnesses: 2 

Number of Objects: 2 or 4. 
Shape of Objects: Starry bright 

lights. 
 

Full Description of Event/
Sighting:  

We live in the countryside at 
Little Odell Beds. About 

10:00pm on the evening of 1-3 
October 2010, my wife and I 
witnessed 2 or 4 bright lights 

moving and hovering beyond a 
tree line approximately 1/2 mile 
from our location. As we tend to 
get occasional noisy helicopters 
in the same vicinity at night, we 

did not think too much of it at 
first, but as there were 2 possibly 

4 lights and no sound, we had 
reason to suspect something 

different. 
 

(A large tree blocked our view to 
a degree and we were not sure if 
4 lights or the same two moving 

their position). The performance 
continued for approximately 10 

minutes. Not sure whether or 
who to contact about this 

sighting, so we retired to bed. 
However the following morning 

at about 9:00pm a black 
helicopter landed just beyond the 

same trees and stayed with 
engine running for 8-10 minutes, 
I did not think to get its number. 

At his point the helicopter rose 
and flew off in the NW direction 

of Bozeat at a height of 
approximately 20 feet and 

hugging the hedgerows until it 
disappeared. 

If you have seen an odd 
looking black helicopter, in the 

sky, we would love to hear 
from you... 

It had special equipment consisting of 
an AGEMA LEO Gyro Stabilised 
FLIR / Camera platform under nose, 
Microwave Datalink, TRACKER 
Receiver, VCR Equipment, Nitesun, 
Skyshout and GPS. 

Eurocopter AS 355 F1 (Single 
Squirrel) : The Royal Air Force have 
approximately 31 AS 355 F1 Single 
Squirrel Eurocopters in service. Like 
the Welsh Police Helicopter and the 
more recent AS 355 F2 Twin Squirrel 
Eurocopters that have been seen over 
Manchester, they have a yellow top and 
a dark blue base. The single engine is 
clearly visible. This is today the most 
popular sighted helicopter over  

Manchester. The Welsh equivalent is 
the Eurocopter EC 135 : This Welsh 
Police Eurocopter was commissioned 
into service during April 1999. It is 
capable of 135 Knots with a 2 hour 
endurance. I am currently not aware if 
there have been any Black Helicopter 
sightings in Wales, even though we 
have been told that RAF Abbaporth, 
which is four nautical miles East North 
East of Cardigan and a suspected 
Ministry of Defence and Government 
Aerodrome and possible British 

The NOTAR anti-torque system gives 
superior safety and also the ability to be 
extremely quiet. Those helicopters 
equipped with the NOTAR system have 
low insurance rates. They have the 
greatest compliance margin of any 
helicopter yet tested to both the ICAO 
and the FAA Stage 2 noise 
requirements. The NOTAR System 
consists of an enclosed articulated fan 
driven unit by the main transmission, a 
circulation control tail boom, direct jet 
thruster, and vertical stabilisers. Low 
pressure air, forced through two slots 
on the tail boom, causes the main rotor 
downwash to ‘hug’ the contour of the 
boom, creating lateral lift that 
counteracts main rotor torque. 

Knowing your helicopters... 

Greater Manchester Police already have 
a Eurocopter AS 355 F2. This is part of 
the Air Support Group based at Barton 
Aerodrome, Barton, Stretford, 
Manchester, which was formed on 
December 7th 1989. This AS 355 F2 is 
known as a Twin Squirrel which means 
(twin engined), c/n 5409.  The AS 355 
F2 is now no longer used. It was white 
in colour with a red stripe down its 
sides. It has since been replaced... 

‘The mysterious 
helicopter sightings 

continued throughout 
Manchester, and now they 
were been spotted in the 
skies over Stockport as 

well’. Reports came 
flooding in of the unusual 

looking aircraft’... 



Aerospace Facility is apparently 
associated with the Black Helicopters. 
RAF Maps mention a danger area 
known only as (D201) ? 

On November 3rd 1999, I contacted 
West Midland Police, however, the 
police officer told me that they knew 
nothing of a black helicopter. They 
could only confirm that a standard 
Police Eurocopter is operative in their 
area. 
 
The Yorkshire Evening Post 
Newspaper: On November 11th 1999, I 
contacted the newspaper to see if 
anyone had reported any unusual black 
helicopters. Unfortunately, they knew 
nothing of black helicopter sightings. 
 
Mcdonell Douglas Manufacturers: On 
November 12th 1999, I  contacted a 
friend in the United States to see if he 
could assist my investigation. I asked 
about Apache Prototypes with fitted 
NOTAR Systems. He also knew 
nothing about them, but said that if we 
could supply a photograph of the black 
helicopter, then he would try to find out 
some information for us. Unfortunately 
we do not possess a photograph nor 
video film as yet... 

It is extremely difficult to say that these 
black helicopters do not exist as I have 
seen one myself along with three other 
MAPIT associates and family 
members. I find it interesting that 
several witnesses from differing 
locations can all identify the black 
helicopters as Apache AH64 look-a-
likes. Some people theorise that the 
black helicopters are government 
owned and are kept secret as not to 
alarm the public. Some believe that 
they were associated with the presumed 
Y2K bug problem. Greater Manchester 
Police have stated that the Eurocopter is 
to help with the increase of crime over 
the holiday period, and was apparently 
given the name ‘Operation Thunder’, 
however, the name has since been 
changed to ‘Operation Santa’. A less 
alarming name and seasonally suited. 
 
The black helicopters exist, as to who 
they are, and what they are doing 
remains unknown due to total denial by 
all expected to know, such as the Civil 
Aviation Authority, Greater Manchester 
Police, the Ministry of Defence and 
Military Facilities. Could we be 
receiving information in regards a new 
prototype aircraft? If so... It’s just a 
matter of time before we get a photo... 

Black Helicopters over Manchester. 
By Steve Mera 

On November 17th 1999,  I was 
contacted by a military contact who  
told me that these aircraft were 
apparently 70% American and 30% 
English. Also, Steve Yarwood’s contact 
had informed him that there will be a 
decrease in black helicopter activity 
because of the recent newspaper 
articles and reported sightings. In an 
attempt to let things die down a little.  

In 2001 MAPIT was contacted by a 
military Captain from a U.S. Military 
Base asking us where we had obtained 
our information on the black 
helicopters from and who we were 
exactly. Needless to say, the 
conversation was short. Through 
research Steve Yarwood located the 
facility and the name of the officer who 
had contact us.  

As most will remember, the millennium 
bug was not a problem what so ever. 
There had obviously been some 
concern due to many specialised 
information booklets being posted 
through our doors informing us not to 
panic and what we should do in case of 
certain emergencies. There had also 
been rumours of the military drafting in 
extra assistance just in case there was a 
Y2K issue. Of course... There was no 
problem, but was the extra presence in 
the sky due to the Y2K bug? Who 
knows? As we got into the year 2000, 
more unusual sightings came to light, 
but this time... Something different. 
Again black unmarked helicopters but 
this time looking similar to the Gazelle 
AH1. A detailed sighting follows:  

 ‘I'm not one to usually post such things, but 
just had an odd experience that I thought I 
would pick your collective brains about. If 
there is a better forum for this than here, 
mods feel free to move. I live in a suburb of 
Manchester, UK, and I was just sitting at my 
desk, working away, when I heard a 
helicopter outisde the house - but a very odd
-sounding one. I'm more than used to our 
local police chopper, which is an MD902 
Explorer and has a very bassy chop sound, 
with a heavy turbine whine. But this sounded 
very...I can only say "thin", no real bass to 
the sound at all, and no distinctive "chop", 
just a thin rumble. There was no real  
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The Millennium Bug. 
 
In 2009 a documentary was 
released in regards the Westall 
UFO Encounter titled: 
 
Westall 66’ A Suburban Mystery, 
written and edited by Rosie 
Jones and produced by Carmel 
Mcaloon. The documentary 
follows an investigator as he 
attempts to unravel a 45 year old 
mystery. Details of the 
documentary and press kit can 
be found at: 
 
http://www.westall66ufo.com.au/
westall66ufo/ 

discernible high-pitch whine to it either. So, 
curious, I went outside. I saw a helicopter 
hovering above the house (this is a suburban 
area) about, I estimate 100-150 feet, just 
sitting there, dead still. Unfortunately my 
phone batteries are kaput so I didn't get 
chance to take a picture. I remained for 
about a minute and a half and then flew off 
to the south west. I didn't have my phone for 
a pic, but I did scoot inside to get some 
binoculars to get a good look-see, and what 
I saw was definitely not Greater Manchester 
Police's air unit. Neither was it, as far as I 
could tell, a civilian craft. it had absolutely 
NO markings what so ever - no registry 
number, nothing. It was also, as far as I 
could discern, either black or a very dark 
green (could have been a dark blue or very 
dark grey, but against a blue sky it was hard 
to tell for sure).  

Now, I'm no aviation expert, but I am pretty 
sure that civilian and law-enforcement 
aircraft are not allowed to fly around 
without markings or registrations on them. 
So could this be military? If so, what the 
heck is it doing over this leafy little suburb?  

Puzzled I started researching helicopters to 
see what it could be - it had a very 
distinctive tail rotor which I kept in my 
mind's eye. Now, this is what the local police 
ND902 unit looks like:  And based on what I 
saw - the distinctive tail rotor housing, the 
large and obvious exhaust at the rear of the 
rotor housing, the nearest comparison I can 
find is this, a Gazelle AH1:  

However, what I saw a  squarer nose and 
canopy, more akin to something like an 
Apache, but about the same height and size 
as the Gazelle above. But from what I read 
the Gazelles have all been retired. So now I 
am stumped. If it was military, why use a 
retired craft and why have no markings or 
insignia at all? If police, the same applies. If 
civilian, the above still applies but can you 
even buy ex-army hardware like that? And if 
civil OR military, why would it be stopped 
dead over a suburban area? I thought I'd put 
this out there for anyone who knows about 
helicopters or has any experience in such 
matters to be able to offer any ideas. The 
only thing I can say with certainty is that the 
tail rotor housing of the Gazelle is spot-on to 
what I saw.  

Since the shelving of this case, 
information has been passed to the 
media in regards how many special ops 
helicopters are currently used in the 
UK, however at the time of 
investigation everyone we contacted 
denied their existence. Since 2001 their 
has been a decrease in sightings of 
black helicopters over Manchester. 
Why such helicopters were in the 
vicinity remains unknown along with 
the true identification of the mysterious 
NOTAR helicopter that looked like an 
Apache AH64... 

Special Thanks to Steve Yarwood 
for his assistance with this 
investigation. 



  

PARANORMAL NEWS ON FACEBOOK 
VISIT PARANORMAL NEWS ON FACEBOOK TO GET THE LATEST NEWS 

 

The Secret UFO Reports – Project Blue Book: The Report On 
Unidentified Flying Objects” is a 184 page book written originally by the 

former Head of the Air Force Project Blue Book and contains a huge 
amount of fascinating ‘inside’ information which would be of huge 

interest to any UFO follower. ordering and more information.  
Please visit Cosmic Conspiracies at:  ufos-aliens.co.uk 

A group chronicling all news from within the paranormal world. Ghosts, 
UFO's, Cryptozoological, Weird and much more will be added in its  

particular area. Due to Facebook rules and regulations and  
copyright protection, all news will be added as a link with  

a header explaining the link.   
 

Please add all links in the correct discussion group.  
Feel free to invite those you feel may find this tool of use or 

add links themselves. 

inner 
calling 

 
In the knowledge that we humans see 

things in different ways and with 
such a large topic to capture it was 
indeed a challenge for us all but if it 

helps confirm to others that there is a 
much wider community longing to 
unite, then our efforts have been 

worthwhile. Inner calling explores the 
concepts of human consciousness 

and awakening... 
 

 
INNER CALLING research documentary is free-to-view at the following link: 

http://www.innercalling.org/INNER%20CALLING.html 
 

DVD orders can be placed by visiting the following link: 
http://www.richtv.co.uk/innercalling.htm 

 
A fascinating exploration of human consciousness and exceptionally 

knowledgeable concepts in spirituality. A well presented DVD with a music 
score that gives it a real mystic feeling. This enlightenment or inner calling 

really does pose questions in regards human perception, innate abilities and 
the expansion of consciousness. It would seem that us humans are on the 
verge of great change and many are taking their first steps in this new and 
revealing development. Evidence grows in support of human abilities being 

limitless.  
 

The subject of psychology really does need to open new doors in regards the 
multitude of profound human experiences now more commonly reported. The 

evolution of human consciousness is now quickening its pace… 
 

 

 

The Other Sides of 

Don’t Believe, Don’t Disbelieve, Think! 

Paul Kimball is one of Canada’s leading UFO and paranormal researchers, both through his work 
as an award-winning documentary filmmaker (2005 EBE Awards for Best UFO Film and Best 
Historical Documentary for Aztec: 1948, 2007 EBE award for Best Historical Documentary for 

Best Evidence; nominated for a total of seven other EBEs from 2005 to 2007), and as a 
researcher, writer, and speaker. He has appeared on television, radio (Coast to Coast, CBC 

Morningside, Binnall of America, Strange Days Indeed, The Paracast) and in person at 
conferences and symposiums in Canada, the United Kingdom, and the United States, to discuss 
the UFO phenomenon and the paranormal. Paul also stars with Holly Steven's in the TV series 

'Ghost Cases', assisted by UPIA.                                                          
Visits Paul’s Amazing Blog Spot at:   http://redstarfilms.blogspot.com 

UPIA 
UNKNOWN  PHENOMENA  INVESTIGATION  ASSOCIATION 
 

ESTABLISHED IN 1998, THE UPIA ARE ONE OF THE 
LEADING ORGANISATIONS IN THE UK AND ARE AT THE 

FOREFRONT OF SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF THE 
UNEXPLAINED. TO LEARN MORE, FEEL FREE TO VISIT US 

AT OUR WEBSITE BELOW 

MAPIT 

UPIA ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON FACEBOOK GROUPS 

MACHESTER’S  ASSOCIATION  OF  PARANORMAL  INVESTIGATION  &  TRAINING 

INVESTIGATIONS, ANALYSIS, RESEARCH MATERIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHS, DOCUMENTS, VIDEOS, COURSES 

AND MUCH MORE 

 
 

Rich TV have in house crew, editing suites and designers allowing us to create the perfect video to 
compliment your website.  If you require one web video for a single website or 25 web videos for different 
products we can script, design, film, edit and fit them into your website without you or your web designer 
having to change anything. Alternatively we can work with your web designers giving them our finished 

product and allowing them to create links and upload your new online video.                                                                    
Tel: 0161 975 6207 



 

“Once you see one, hear them scream at night, follow a 
set of tracks a mile through the forest you get hooked,” 

The Johnson sighting. 
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An Unforgettable Encounter 
By Jeff Duewel. 

An unforgettable 

encounter 



 

Matthew Johnson’s life changed for 
good when, on a walk with his wife 
and children, he saw Bigfoot.  The 6-
foot-9, 300-pound Johnson has no 
doubt it was Bigfoot, or Sasquatch, the 
at-least-8-foot-tall, primate-like, hairy 
creature legendary in the Pacific 
Northwest and considered a myth by 
most. The Grants Pass psychologist 
told his tale on television and in the 
papers across Canada, even 
internationally. He created the 
Southern Oregon Bigfoot Society so 
people could join together to chase the 
beast.  
 
Johnson still gets emotional talking 
about his encounter.  
 
“There it was. I had no clue what 
could happen,” said Johnson, tearing 
up. “I knew it was watching my family. 
Everything I knew about the great 
outdoors came crashing down.”  
 
On July 1, 2000, Johnson left his wife 
and three children briefly on the Big 
Tree Loop Trail at Oregon Caves 
National Monument, answering 
nature’s call. He’d previously heard 
odd “whoa, whoaa, whoaa” sounds, 
and smelled a skunk-like stench.  
 
While occupied off the trail, Johnson 
got the scare of his life.  
 
“I saw movement, turned and saw 
Bigfoot leap from the pages of 
mythology and legend and into 
reality,” he said. Johnson rounded up 
his family and high-tailed it back to the 
Oregon Caves.  
 
Derek Randles, a Bigfoot aficionado 
from Yelm, Wash., who has 
investigated well over 100 alleged 
sightings between 1990 and 2002, said 
he believes Johnson.  
 
“On a scale of 1 to 10  I’d give him a 
10,” said Randles, who said about half 
of his investigations turned out to be 
obvious hoaxes. “He’s not your typical 
person that sees Sasquatch. If he was 
lying he was doing a really good job.”  
 
John Roth, a 20-year ranger at Oregon 
Caves, went with Johnson to the site 
the next day to investigate, and said, 
“There’s no question at all he did not 
make this up.”  
 
But Roth, who equates Bigfoot 
sightings with mythical folklore from 
Native American days, doesn’t 
“believe.” “The biology doesn’t add up 
for them being a flesh and blood 
animal,” he said. “The reports are too 
infrequent, too widely scattered.”  
 
There are academics who do believe, 
such as Jeff Meldrum, anthropology 
professor at Idaho State University in 
Pocatello, although he chooses the  
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An Unforgettable Encounter 
By Jeff Duewel. 

Bigfoot Activity Heightened 
During Solar Flare? 
 
Mt. Clemens, MICHIGAN 
The city of Mt. Clemens, 
Michigan is once again in 
the news for Bigfoot 
sightings as it seems that 
several citizens have phoned 
the local police station 
claiming to have witnessed 
what they believe are large, 
hairy ape-like creatures 
rooting through dumpsters 
and fouling the air with 
their distinct skunk-like 
odour. 
 
Police officers have been 
told to keep an alert eye for 
any suspicious activity in 
and about the dumpsters, 
especially the dumpster 
behind the Buffalo Wild 
Wings Grill and Bar out on 
15 Mile Road, which, as 
many may recall, was the 
scene over a year ago of a 
verified Bigfoot sighting. 
 
Amateur astronomers 
belonging to the Warren 
Astronomical Society 
believe the heightened 
activity may be caused by an 
unusually strong solar flare 
event which is affecting the 
moon, causing it to seem 
larger and brighter than 
normal in the night sky. 
 
"While we are not experts in 
cryptozoology and are 
merely amateur 
astronomers, it does appear 
that from what we've read, 
there is a direct correlation 
between the brighter moon 
and the uptick in Bigfoot 
sightings," said Henry 
Marks, a retired science 
teacher at the local high 
school. 
 
Some local Bigfoot hunters 
have been keeping an eye on 
the dumpster behind the 
Buffalo Wild Wings Grill 
and Bar ever since an 
employee by the name of 
Lou Klively spotted what he 
thought was a Bigfoot 
running into the woods on a 
cold snowy night in 
December 2009. "I'll never 
forget that night," said 
Klively, who continues to 
work at the restaurant as 
night manager. "I know 
without a doubt that Bigfoot 
exists, and I'm hoping to 
catch another look at one 
during this here solar flare 
event." 
 
Meanwhile, the fellas who 
belong to the Warren 
Astronomical Society claim 
they'll keep their eyes 
trained on the skies. "No 
sense in looking for 
something that may not exist 
here on earth when there is 
a possibility of spotting a 
UFO up there," said Marks 
pointing to the stars. 

rejecting notions of not enough 
numbers for reproduction.  
 
“There are only 400 or 500 mountain 
gorillas,” he said.  
 
Meldrum, who specializes in primate 
locomotion, and Krantz both believe 
the famous Patterson film taken in the 
late 1960s along Bluff Creek, a 
tributary of the Klamath River, is real.  
 
He said footprints at the scene are 
“biomechanically consistent with an 
ape foot modified for walking on two 
legs.”  
 
“My greatest resistance comes from 
my own colleagues,” Meldrum said. 
“One of them said to me they cringe 
whenever they see me on one of those 
documentaries; that they’re very 
concerned about Idaho State’s 
reputation.”  “It’s mysterious to me 
why supposedly objective, open-minded 
scientists, would reject it so off-
handedly with the absence of data. It 
can’t exist, therefore it doesn’t exist.”  
 
The doubters are plenty.  
 
Bob Heironimus, a retired Pepsi bottler 
from Yakima, Wash., told the 
Washington Post a few years ago that 
he was inside a monkey suit in the 
Patterson film, according to the 
Medford Mail Tribune’s Paul Fattig.  
 
Fattig also wrote that the father of 
retired logger Ray Wallace of 
Centralia, Wash., started the whole 
Bigfoot legend in 1958 by leaving 
footprints with 16-inch carved, wooden   

Pocatello, although he chooses the 
wording “the evidence strongly 
indicates something exists.”  
 
“Whenever you use the word ‘believe’ 
the naysayers use that as a pejorative 
label, that you’ve abandoned scientific 
objectivity,” Meldrum said.  
 
Meldrum is a protégé of Gordon 
Krantz, the late Washington State 
University scientist who collected 
hundreds of plaster casts of footprints 
and other evidence such as hair, and 
was known as the first academic to 
take Bigfoot seriously.  
 
Krantz, and now Meldrum, believe that 
Bigfoot could be a surviving 
population of gigantapithicus, a tall, 
ape-like creature from the Pleistocene 
epoch.  
 
Meldrum said the fact that Bigfoot 
bones haven’t been found doesn’t 
mean it doesn’t exist. Johnson himself 
pointed out that in his 20 years living 
in Alaska he never saw a bear skeleton 
or bones. Acidic soils and moisture can 
decompose remains quickly.  
 
“Matt was on the right track,” 
Meldrum said. “You don’t just find 
remains. We wouldn’t know about 
gigantapithicus if porcupines hadn’t 
dragged them into limestone caves.”  
“If Bigfoot exist, they are very rare, 
they have a long life expectancy, 
reproduce infrequently as do other 
apes, and die a natural death.”  
 
What constitutes a viable population is 
not well understood, Meldrum said,  
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An Unforgettable Encounter 
By Jeff Duewel. 

Russia is setting up a 
university research institute 

to study the Yeti after a spate 
of claimed recent sightings 

in Siberia. Scientists say they 
have found 15 witnesses in 

the past year who gave 
statements that they saw the 

Abominable Snowman in one 
remote area . 'We spoke to 

local residents', said Dr Igor 
Burtsev, who conducted an 
expedition last summer and 

will head the new institute at 
Kemerovo State University. 

'They told us Yetis were 
stealing their animals.' 

The academic claims around 
30 Yetis live in a remote 

region of Mount Shoria in in 
southern Siberia.  He 

strongly denies accusations 
that the 'sightings' are a 

bizarre ruse to attract 
tourists to the far-flung 

region. Reports say the two-
legged creatures are heavy-

set, more around 7ft tall and 
resemble bears. 'Their 

bodies were covered in red 
and black fur, and they could 

climb trees,' said one 
account. One villager, 

Afanasy Kiskorov, even 
claimed to scientists that he 
rescued a Yeti on a hunting 

trip a year ago. The creature 
was screaming in fear after 

falling into a swollen 
mountain river, he said. His 
version suggested a 'strange 
creature, looking like a huge 

man which tried several 
times to get out of water and 
to stand up on both feet, but 
dropped into the water each 

time and was howling'. As 
his fellow-hunters 'froze' in 
amazement, Kiskorov held 
out a dry tree trunk.  'The 

creature clutched to it and 
crawled to the bank,' he 

said. The Yeti allegedly then 
ran off. This 'sighting' was in 

the Tashtagol district of the 
Kemerovo Region, only 

accessible by helicopter. 
However, no photographic 

evidence exists. Other 
accounts say the Yetis steal 

hens and sheep from remote 
villages. According to 

Burtsev, Yetis are 
Neandethal men who have 

survived to this day 
'In Russia there are about 30 

authoritative scientists who 
are engaged in studying the 

phenomenon of the 
'Abonimable Snowman'. All 

of them will be integrated 
into this institute,' said Dr 

Burtsev. The 'primary goal' 
is to 'establish contact' with 

one of the creatures. 
Leading Russian scientists 

deny the existence of the 
Yeti. An Soviet expedition in 

central Asia found traces but 
no clear proof of the 

existence of the Yetis. 

feet in Humboldt County, Calif.  
 
Johnson, a Christian says, everything 
happens for a reason. He said he had 
nothing to gain from going public with 
his claim.  
 
“I was accused of trying to drum up 
business,” Johnson said. “Hello. Is 
that a good strategy to get clients? I 
work every day to deal with the truth.”  
 
Johnson still takes groups out for 
camping trips in the area around 
Oregon Caves, though not as many as 
in the years shortly after his sighting. 
He said he’s found trails, bedding 
areas, tracks and casts of hand prints. 
He said the animals vocalize at night, 
sometimes screaming. At one bait pile 
left by the group, a Bigfoot actually 
husked some corn, he said.  

Infrared video at night hasn’t produced 
any good images as the animals seem 
to detect it, Johnson said.  
 
Johnson said following his 2000 
encounter, he was caught off guard by 
what he called a mean-spirited, 
arrogant, even political approach to 
Bigfoot research.  
 
“Some were extremely jealous and 
angry that I’m hiking in the woods and 
we have our encounter, and we go 
public with our encounter, and all of a 
sudden I’m thrust into the pinnacle of 
Bigfootdom,” he said. “A lot of them 
were angry and backbiting.”  
 
Johnson, divorced and remarried since 
the encounter, downsized to a close 
group of friends in his Bigfoot pursuit, 
but still hasn’t given up on seeing 
another one.  
 
“Once you see one, hear them scream 
at night, follow a set of tracks a mile 
through the forest you get hooked,” 
Johnson said. “Some people golf, bowl 
or fish. This is my hobby.”  

A video documentary of this sighting is 
available on Youtube at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BTvZk9KHzV4&feature=player_e
mbedded#at=82 

& 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wqZC2EOsOU8&feature=player_e
mbedded 

Sasquatch watch canada

http://squatchwatch.weebly.com/ 

Hi, my name is Candy and here you will find my collection of everything I love 
about Sasquatch. The website first started out as a place for me to sort and 
visually organise all the information I found interesting that I came across on the 
internet. After realising what a wealth of information I truly had, I decided I 
couldn't hide this info, I had to share it. Feel free to have a look through the 
website, if you have any questions, I’d love to hear from you... 

You may ask yourself where my interest in Sasquatch comes from. Well, it all 
started with my own sighting... 

My sighting occurred in May 2010 (3rd week) in a protected area in mid 
Northwest Manitoba, the area is very remote, we were on a really bad dirt road, 
didn't see a person all day, the weather was very rainy and windy. We had just 
decided to leave an area we were exploring because the weather was getting 
really bad, I had to do some 'business', my partner was already in the vehicle 
waiting for me and just as I was jumping back in the vehicle, I glanced to my left, 
for no reason, and spotting two figures crossing the clearing of the hydro lines, 
they were crossing left to right, one was larger than the other, within 3 seconds 
or so, they were gone.  

It was quite a 
distance away, the 
red line indicates 
the  approximate 
distance, and all I 
really seen was their 
dark figures and the 
size difference. I 
grabbed this picture 
off the internet, I 
didn't think to get a 
picture of the area, 
but this did look like 
the area at the time 
of the sighting.  

I am assuming they were BF’s, dues to their size, remoteness of the area, the 
weather, and the fact that we didn't see any other vehicle in the area the entire 
day. 

Feel free to contact me at: 
sasquatchwatchcanada@gmail.com 

Sasquat Watch Canada is also available on 
Facebook at:  

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/
profile.php?id=100002109016069 

 

Special thanks to Cathy who aloud us to 
feature the article in regards the 
Johnson Sighting. 



Inanimate Apparitions 
By Peter A. McCue 

Apparitions are often assumed to be 
spirits of the dead, but that idea is 
challenged by reports of inanimate 
objects, such as cars, appearing in 
ghostly form.  
 
EXAMPLES 
 
In his book A History of Clan Shaw 
(Phillimore, Chichester, 1983), Major 
C. J. Shaw refers to an occasion when 
he and his wife were driving, in broad 
daylight, near Loch Ashie, which lies a 
few miles to the south-south-west of 
Inverness. He slowed down at a corner 
where he’d seen an approaching car 
that had signalled that it was pulling 
into a passing place, only to find the 
road empty. (Judging from reports, the 
Loch Ashie area has also been the 
setting for other types of ghostly 
phenomena.)  

Something similar was witnessed by 
two climbers who were driving on the 
Isle of Skye in the early 1970s. They 
pulled into a passing place to make way 
for an oncoming car. The passing place 
was just before a small hump in the 
road. The approaching car disappeared 
behind the hump but didn’t reappear, 
and there seemed to be nowhere it 
could have gone without being seen. 
My informant, Dr Martin Moar, was 
one of the witnesses.   
 
In his book Gazetteer of Scottish 
Ghosts (Fontana/Collins, Glasgow, 
1980), Peter Underwood refers to 
sightings of a ghostly Austin car 
travelling at high speed  “along the hill 
road from Sligachan” on the Isle of 
Skye. However, I don’t know whether 
Underwood obtained first-hand 
testimony from any of the people 
who’d allegedly seen it. He states that 
one of the first reports came from a Dr 
Allan MacDonald, who, in 1941, saw 
the car coming towards him at a terrific 
speed. MacDonald drew in to let the car  
pass, but saw no more of it.  

According to McX: Scotland’s X-Files 
(B & W Publishing, Edinburgh, 1997), 
a book edited by Ron Halliday, similar 
sightings used to be quite common on 
the A87 between Invergarry and Kyle 
of Lochalsh in the Highlands. An 
approaching car would be seen in the 
distance, but would disappear as it 
entered a bend in the road. But the book 
gives no details about witnesses, and 
doesn’t pinpoint the precise location(s). 

Cases involving phantom road vehicles 
aren’t confined to rural areas.  
In his book Haunted Land (Piatkus, 
London, 2001), Paul Devereux 
describes a sighting of his own, 
involving a Mini pick-up truck. It 
occurred early one morning in 1980 on 
the M6 motorway near Birmingham.     
 
I was told of an interesting case 
featuring a mysterious locomotive. The 
incident occurred in the 1950’s in the 
Highlands. My informant, Bill 
Paterson, was nearly five then. He was 
travelling by car to the Black Isle with 
members of his family. They were on 
the old A9 and had just passed Slochd 
Summit. Bill’s elder brother referred to 
a locomotive, which Bill then saw as 
well. It was old-fashioned and 
resembled one from a Western film. It 
was coming up a gradient, with smoke 
belching from the chimney and white 
smoke or steam coming from its sides. 
Their father stopped the car just past a 
bridge that crossed the railway, 
although the locomotive wasn’t visible 
from that point.  

The two boys and their father went to 
the bridge, but there was no sign of the 
engine or of any smoke.  
 
There are also accounts of phantom 
aircraft. For example, in his book 
Supernatural Peak District (Robert 
Hale, London, 2000), David Clarke 
explained that a ghostly Lancaster 
bomber had been seen on several 
occasions skimming over the 
Ladybower Reservoir in the Derwent 
Valley in Derbyshire. It’s noteworthy 
that RAF bomber crews flew training 
sorties in the area prior to the 
‘Dambusters’ raid on Germany in 1943.  
A typical sighting occurred one moonlit 
night in October 1982. Driving home 
after visiting relatives in Glossop, a 
couple called Shaw pulled into a lay-by 
beside the reservoir for a breath of fresh 
air. Mr Shaw saw something flying 
across the water towards them. Then it 
swung round to his right and continued 
up the reservoir. He took it to be a hang
-glider. It turned again and flew back 
towards the couple. A burst of 
moonlight revealed the outline of a 
Lancaster bomber of World War II 
vintage. After flying over the reservoir 
for about another 200 yards, it suddenly 
vanished, leaving the two witnesses 
stunned. (Clarke’s source for this 
account was apparently a book by 
Wayne Boylan, entitled Derbyshire 
Ghosts, which was published in Derby, 
in 1992, by J. H. Hall & Sons.) 

COMMENTS 
      
Hyper-sceptics might dismiss all of 
these reports as deliberate fabrications 
or as the product of misperception or 
fantasy.  
 
But I’ve little doubt that such incidents 
occur and that many are genuinely 
anomalous. Arguably, cases of this type 
pose challenging questions about the 
nature of ourselves and the world we 
live in... 

Comments: 
 
If we accept that at least 
some of the 
aforementioned events 
happened as described, 
what are we to make of 
the apparitional objects 
themselves? They may 
have been hallucinatory, 
but that doesn’t mean 
that there was nothing 
paranormal about the 
events. Alternatively, the 
objects may have been 
transient 
materializations. A third 
possibility is that, 
unbeknown to the 
witnesses, their 
memories had been 
tampered with! If so, 
they may have actually 
seen nothing unusual at 
all. Instead, false, but 
compelling, recollections 
may have been instilled 
in them by some sort of 
manipulative 
intelligence (possibly 
non-human). A similar 
process could lie behind 
many close encounter 
UFO experiences. The 
fact that the latter often 
entail periods of 
amnesia (‘missing time’) 
lends credence to the 
notion that alteration of 
memory rather than 
perception may lie at the 
heart of some of these 
enigmatic experiences...  
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The Bolide Conclusion 
By Steve Mera 

Investigation of UFO sightings often 
requires you to contact officialdom's, 
newspapers, astronomical societies etc. 
In many cases you may not find an 
answer, but just because you don't, does 
not make it an unknown. Often you 
have insufficient data to come up with a 
conclusion. It's important to note, that 
even if you find evidence to suggest a 
UFO sighting was in fact something 
rational, this is equally important. It 
demonstrates a process of investigation 
and how a conclusion is reached. 
Below is a typical account from 
Fenruary 2001... 
 
After about four hours of research and 
investigation I reached my conclusion! 
Was it a UFO, or was there a more 
mundane explanation? I first became 
aware of this incident after MAPIT 
Member Sheila Waddington informed 
me that she had seen something strange 
in the sky last night. I looked up at the 
clock, it said 9.45am. Time was ticking 
and I wanted the answer as soon as 
possible! Apparently Piccadilly radio 
(Gold 1152) were giving mention to it 
on the hour ever hour. 
 
I grabbed the phone... my first point of 
contact... the Manchester Evening 
News and the Metro News. I informed 
reporters of the incidents that had taken 
place the night before, and asked them 
to inform witnesses that we were 
looking into the matter and that they 
could contact us if they wish. Then... a 
swift call to my contact at the Sale & 
Altrincham Messenger. Afterwards, I 
talked with a newsteam reported at 
Piccadilly, unaware I was being 
recorded for the purpose of playing on 
air. I have to admit, my first suspicions 
were not that of meteorological 
phenomena, however, I kept my 
options open, at told the reporter I 
required more data. I finished by telling 
them that they could pass my telephone 
number on to witnesses if they wish.  
 
Well....... lets just say I never got to sit 
down for the following hour. No sooner 
had a put the phone down, it rang. It 
was a man from Urmston, claiming to 
have seen a UFO around 7.30pm. He 
described the object as a white rocket 
like object with a tail travelling across 
the sky from West to East. There was 
no unusual odour reported nor any 
sound. The object travelled in a 
horizontal position about 25% above 
the horizon. I told him I would look 
into the matter and get back in touch. 
 
I then immediately telephoned the 
Ministry of Defence and left my 
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              telephone number on their  
             answer phone machine along  
           with details of reported  
          sightings, asking them for any  
         information they had. I then  
        telephoned  Manchester  
       International Airport block tower  
      and talked with a Cival Aviation  
     officer, who informed me that they  
    had not picked anything unusual up  
   on radar last night, nor saw anything  
  unusual. However, they were aware of  
 reported sightings by the following 
morning and presumed some type of 
meteorological phenomena. 
 
I then telephoned the Meteorological 
Office in Stockport at asked them if 
they were aware of such meteor or 
bolide sighting last night. I was told, no 
one knew anything of the sightings. 
Hmmmm.... Well... I then phoned the 
Manchester Astronomical Society and 
Salford Astronomical Society... Guess 
What! No one knew anything. Then a 
few minutes later the telephone started 
ringing again. 
 
More witnesses... In fact quite a 
number of them telephoned. Ian from 
Urmston, followed by Tracy from 
Audenshawe, Julie from Preswich, 
Mark from Ashton Underline, Andrew 
from South Reddish, Sean from Salford 
and Jack from Wilmslow. 
 
Tracy had seen a strange light in the 
sky between 8.00pm and 8.30pm. She 
described it as rocket like with a tail 
with bits of it falling off. (This I 
immediately recognised as 
'Splintering'). This is often mentioned 
when sighting bolides. Julie from 
Preswich said that the object was a blue 
or green colour and moved towards 
Heaton Park around 6.30pm - 7.00pm.  
 
Mark... well... curious one this is... 
Mark a security officer working at Bel-
Vue last night looked up in the night 
sky to see a strange object that was 
multicoloured and as an approaching 
Openshawe Police Helicopter switch its 
search light on, it just simply vanished, 
as if it had suddenly blinked out. 
Strange one Eh! Mark finished by 
telling me that the UFO was heading 
towards Sheffield. Andrew from South 
Reddish claimed to have watched the 
object around 8.30pm - 8.45pm. 
Described it as a bright white light that 
seemed to be sparking. Sean and his 
wife watch as strange object with a tail 
from their lounge window in Salford.  
 
They described the object to be moving 
backwards and forwards. Jack... well...  

what would I have done without Jack. 
Jack said he saw a meteor and was 
steadfast about his observation. Good 
one Jack! I take my hat off to you. 
 
I then was to find a small article on 
teletex regarding the strange incident. A 
particular Doctor from Jodrell Bank 
Science Centre had claimed to have 
officially confirmed a meteor burnup 
over Manchester last night. I of course 
immediately telephoned Jodrell Bank to 
ask him how did he confirm it and 
where and when did it take place. No 
one answered the telephone at Jodrell, 
so I'll find out more maybe tomorrow.  
 
Finally, I received a telephone call from 
a MAPIT investigator who informed 
me that they knew some people who 
had watched a large bright white UFO 
in the skies over Stretford around 
11.30pm and that the object shot off at 
high speed. Well... what's going on? 
Could this be the same thing? I doubt it 
seriously. A bolide meteor could not 
have been seen in the night sky over a 
30 square mile radius for over five 
hours. That's highly improbable. 
Bolides meteors don't change direction 
and are not often described as 
multicoloured. What about that damn 
helicopter Eh? Could we be dealing 
with two events. Sounds ridiculous, but 
not impossible though. I mean come-
on.... what's the chance a UFO will fly 
over Manchester letting hundreds see it, 
let alone a bolide meteor just happen to 
pay Manchester a visit. Well... what 
ever went on last night I'm going to try 
to get to the bottom of it. 
 
Can people make terrible observations 
about time, direction and colour...?  
I suppose so, but then again, there 
seems to be some interesting 
information to suggest something else 
was around that night.  Now I'm off to 
bed.... you could say its been a bit of a 
busy day. 
 
Conclusion : Boilde Meteor Burnup in 
low atmosphere. 

Now for some sleep... ZZZZzzzzz. 

What is a Bolide? 

The word bolide 
comes from the 
Greek word (bolis) 
which can mean a 
missile or, to flash. 
Many Astronomical 
Societies have no 
official definition of 
what a "bolide" is, 
and generally 
considers the term 
synonymous with 
"fireball". The 
bolide term is 
generally used for 
fireballs reaching 
magnitude -14 or 
brighter. 

Astronomers tend 
to use the term to 
mean an 
exceptionally bright 
fireballs, 
particularly those 
that explode; 
(sometimes called a 
detonating fireball). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apparent_magnitude�


Dead 'alien' found in Siberia snow 

Published: 19 Apr 2011. 

INCREDIBLE footage has emerged of what a group of 
Russians claim to be the remains of a mangled alien.  

The lifeless 'body' was supposedly discovered lying in snow in 
the Irkutsk region of southern Siberia following reports of a UFO 
crash last month. The 'extra-terrestrial' appears to have suffered 
horrific injuries - including the loss of one limb. Shocked 
villagers had told of seeing a pink and blue glowing object 
hurtling towards the town before the 'alien' was found.  

LIFELESS body appears in Siberia after a supposed UFO crash 
last month. The bizarre reports were taken so seriously, they were 
investigated by the country's Emergencies Ministry staff.  The 
mystery deepened when investigators said no aircrafts were 
reported in the area.; And search and rescue teams found no 
evidence of an aircraft crash.  

The strange clip has now been seen by nearly 900,000 people 
since Sunday. But cynical YouTube viewers have claimed it is an 
elaborate fake. One blogger said: "This has got to be a hoax. Why 
do all aliens have to be naked."  

The video can be viewed on YouTube at:                                      
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n16Iwgzm0Nw 

MAPIT Response: With today’s technology it has become child’s-
play to create and manufacture video and photographic hoaxes. 
Why should this video be any different than the other thousands of 
alleged alien videos being pushed around the internat.                          
We are certainly not convince... 

 

The memo that 'proves aliens landed at Roswell'... released online by 
the FBI. 

By Daily Mail Reporter - 9th April 2011. 

A bizarre memo that appears to prove that aliens did land in New Mexico prior to 1950 has been published 
by the FBI. The bureau has made thousands of files available in a new online resource called The Vault. 
Among them is a memo to the director from Guy Hottel, the special agent in charge of the Washington field 
office in 1950. Proof of (alien) life? A copy of the 1950 memo that recounts the discovery of flying saucers 
and aliens in New Mexico. The memo has been published on the FBI website. In the memo, whose subject 
line is 'Flying Saucers', Agent Hottel reveals that an Air Force investigator had stated that 'three so-called 
flying saucers had been recovered in New Mexico'. The investigator gave the information to a special agent, 
he said.  

The FBI has censored both the agent and the investigator's identity. Agent Hottel went on to write: 'They 
were described as being circular in shape with raised centers, approximately 50 feet in diameter. 'Each one 
was occupied by three bodies of human shape but only 3 feet tall,' he stated. The bodies were 'dressed in a 
metallic cloth of a very fine texture. Each body was bandaged in a manner similar to the blackout suits used 
by speed flyers and test pilots.' Was it true? An image allegedly showing one of the aliens that were 
autopsied at Roswell in 1947. He said that the informant, whose identity was censored in the memo, claimed 
the saucers had been found in New Mexico 'due to the fact that the Government has a very high-powered 
radar set-up in that area and it is believed the radar interferes with teh controlling mechanism of the saucers'. 
He then stated that the special agent did not attempt to investigate further. The release of the secret memo is 
likely to fuel conspiracy theorists' claims of a government cover-up. The town of Roswell in New Mexico 
became infamous after reports that a flying saucer had crashed in the desert near a military base there on or 
around July 2, 1947.  

The bodies of aliens were said to have been recovered and autopsied by the U.S. military, but American 
authorities allegedly covered the incident up. Roswell: Secret memo released online is written to the FBI 
Director and could confirm the 1947 Roswell UFO incident Flying saucers: One of the supposed alien 
victims of the Roswell UFO crash Military authorities issued a press release, which began: ‘The many 
rumours regarding the flying disc became a reality yesterday when the intelligence officer of the 509th 
Bomb Group of the Eighth Air Force, Roswell Army Air Field, was fortunate enough to gain possession of 
a disc.’ The headlines screamed: 'Flying Disc captured by Air Force.'  

Yet, just 24 hours later, the military changed their story and claimed the object they'd first thought was a 
'flying disc' was a weather balloon that had crashed on a nearby ranch. Amazingly, the media and the public 
accepted the explanation without question. Roswell disappeared from the news until the late Seventies, 
when some of the military involved began to speak out. Another memo published in The Vault from 1947 
claimed that an object 'purporting to be a flying disc' had been recovered near Roswell.  The disc was 
'hexagonal in shape' and 'suspended from a balloon by a cable', according to the memo, marked as 'Urgent', 
to the FBI director. 

Scientists make teleportation breakthrough 

April 14th 2011 

Boffins from Japan and Australia have made a huge scientific 
breakthrough by successfully teleporting packets of light from one 

area to another.  

The mind-bending project, led by Noriyuki Lee at the University of 
Tokyo, could lead to the creation of super-powerful quantum 
computers and revolutionise the telecommunications industry. 

The team managed to teleport wave packets of light by destroying 
them in one place and re-creating them in another. 

It's an incredible process that means transmitting large volumes of 
complex quantum information could be quicker than is currently 

possible. 

The quantum physics term behind this experiment is 
'entanglement'. It means that two particles can be bonded in such a 

way that even when separated by large distances, they are still 
linked. So what happens to one affects the other. 

The team linked packets of light to half a pair of entangled 
particles. They destroyed one of the particles and the light itself, 
leaving just one remaining particle. This particle still contained 

detailed information about the light which they could then use to 
rebuild the original particle. 

'Schrodinger's cat' 

The process involves 'Schrodinger's cat'. Unfortunately it's not a 
real feline, but a hypothetical experiment first carried out in the 

1935. 

Schrödinger envisioned in a cat in a sealed box with a small 
amount of radioactive material and a Geiger counter measuring 
radiation. If the atom decayed the counter would release cyanide 

into the box and kill the cat. 

According to quantum mechanics, the cat is neither dead nor alive. 
Until someone opens the box both possibilities exist. It's supposed 

to illustrate how in quantum mechanics particles can exist in 
suspended states of multiple possibilities. 

The team at the University of Tokyo were able to put the light 
wave in a 'Schrödinger's cat' state with the help of a machine 
simply called 'The Teleporter', and make it have two opposite 

phases at the same time. 

Professor Elanor Huntington, who was part of the research team, 
told ABC News: "What we've done is take a macroscopic beam of 
light and put it into a quantum superposition, which is extremely 

fragile, and teleported that from one place to another." 

Doing this demonstrates that - for the first time - blocks of complex 
quantum information can now be carried by light. 

"If we can do this, we can do just about any form of 
communication needed for any quantum technology," she said. 

Unfortunately the breakthrough doesn't mean we'll ever be able to 
transport human beings, Star Trek style. At present even bacteria is 

far too complex to be transported. 

—————————————————————— 

MAPIT Response: 

Several years back there were a number of articles that featured in 
numerous scientific type magazines stating that a Japanese 

company had in fact managed to teleport a single atom of an apple 
from one location to another. It’s not surprising, that this was never 

heard of again. Was this true...? Who Knows? 
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Close Encounters of the Herd Kind 

April 16th 2011. 

SENSATIONAL declassified FBI files reveal how the White House was sent into a panic by suspected 
alien sacrifices of COWS.  

More than 8,000 cattle were snatched by mystery aircraft, 
mutilated, then dropped from the skies above the US south west 
in the late 1970s, special agents told their directors. Terrified 
farmers in New Mexico, Nebraska and Colorado feared they 
would be ripped apart by extraterrestrials in flying saucers. 
Details of the probe are spelled out in internal memos released 
by the FBI online. The cattle killers took sick TROPHIES 
including tongues, lower lips, sex organs, eyes and ears. In some 
cases the doomed animal was drained entirely of its BLOOD.  

One investigator set out his theory: "These animals are picked up by aircraft, mutilated elsewhere and 
returned and dropped from aircraft. "Identical mutilations have been taking place all over the south west. 
Whoever is responsible is well organised with boundless technology, financing and secrecy." 

The feared alien sacrifices sparked alarm in Washington's 
corridors of power. 

Ewe-F-O ... how Sun reported sheep slayings In January 
1979, then US Attorney General Griffin Bell wrote to 
spooked senator Harrison Schmitt, saying: "The materials 
sent to me indicate one of the strangest phenomenon in my 
memory." Mr Schmitt represented New Mexico - where, 
from 1976 to 1978 there were numerous mysterious 
incidents at a ranch in Dulce. One chilling police report 
detailed a feared alien sacrifice there:  

"This 11-month-old bull was dropped by some type of 
aircraft north of Mr Manuel Gomez's ranch house. The sex 
organs had been removed with a sharp and precise 
instrument. The bone had also been removed.  "The bull 
sustained visible bruises around the brisket seeming to 
indicate that a strap was used to lift and lower the animal 
from the aircraft... flesh underneath the hide was pinkish in 
colour.  

"A probable explanation for the pinkish blood is a control type of radiation used to kill the animal... both the 
liver and the heart were mushy. Both organs had the texture and consistency of peanut butter." The bull had 
been seen alive the previous day but during the night a low-flying craft had been heard near where the 
remains were found. FBI agents were sent to remote farms across rural America to probe the killings.  

A police report of another incident at the Dulce farm, dated June 13, 1976, told how an odd craft visited 
another animal mutilation. "A suspected aircraft of some type had landed twice, leaving three pod-marks in 
a triangular shape. The diameter of each pod was 14inches."  

An FBI document dated January, 1979, said: "The Department of Justice advised that their criminal division 
has been aware of the phenomenon of animals being mutilated in a manner that would indicate such acts 
were performed by persons as part of a ritual or ceremony." Kenneth Rommel, who led the FBI's Animal 
Mutilation Project probe, wrote a bombshell memo on March 5, 1980, on one alien swoop. It stated:  

"In July 1978 a UFO was reportedly sighted by a resident of Taos, New Mexico, hovering 
over a pick-up truck. The following morning powder flakes were reportedly recovered 
from the truck roof."  

Locals told the FBI the flakes came from COW HIDES, he added.  Possible theories for 
the mutilations examined by the FBI included claims the CIA or US Department of 
Energy had carried out biological warfare tests on the cows, that religious cults were to 
blame or that "they have some connection with unidentified objects".  Ex-MoD UFO 
expert Nick Pope said:  

"These documents show how seriously the authorities took the matter and that they were prepared to debate 
theories about extraterrestrial involvement. "The papers also show there is confusion about which part of 
the government should take the lead. I had similar problems while on the MoD's UFO project. "When 
reports of animal mutilations occurred in the UK it wasn't clear whether MoD or the Ministry of Agriculture 
Fisheries and Food - now DEFRA - should investigate."  

Last May The Sun told of a string of sheep mutilations in a 50-mile area between Shrewsbury and Powys. 
Nick said: "As in the US, some people blame Satanists, some think it's aliens and others suspect some secret 
government programme. "The situation is complicated by a separate but possibly related mystery of whether 
there's a small population of pumas, panthers and lynxes living wild in the UK." 

FBI wanted X-ray vision 

THE FBI probed whether its agents could learn to 
see THROUGH walls.  

A memo said if extrasensory perception (ESP) 
could be mastered "there is no limit to the value 

which could accrue to the FBI, complete and 
undetectable access to mail, visual access to 
buildings. The possibilities are unlimited."  

Written by agent WA Branigan on July 16, 1957, it 
continued: "It is difficult to see how the Bureau can 

afford to not inquire into this matter."  

That month, agents held secret meetings with 
railway worker William Foos, who claimed he 

could teach the blind to see. Documents reveal the 
CIA and US military intelligence also met Foos.  

He did shows featuring his blindfolded daughter 
Margaret, 17, reading a book. But after official 

trials it was suspected the blindfold had tiny holes 
she could see through.  

An FBI agent concluded: All demonstrations were 
merely tricks."  

 

Cover unit in UFO hunt 

THE US Air Force had a secret unit that probed 
UFO sightings for 22 years.  

Project Blue Book ran from 1947 and examined 
12,618 sightings - 701 of which were filed as 

"unidentified".  

Reports went direct to the FBI's Washington HQ 
but documents do not reveal staff numbers or 

budget.  

Investigators FAILED to get to the bottom of the 
mystery sightings, then closed Blue Book in 1969 

citing "extreme pressure on Air Force funds".  

A Department of Air Force memo - in a newly 
released FBI dossier - tried to rubbish theories of 
alien visits saying the 22-year probe concluded:  

No UFOs had been a threat to national security  

None of the sighted aircraft were more 
technologically advanced than anything in "present 

day scientific knowledge".  

There was no evidence of "extraterrestrial 
vehicles".  
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Poltergeist wrecks house in Coventry,        
and kills the dog. 

By Gary O’Shea - The Sun Newspaper 

A FAMILY living in fear claim a poltergeist killed 
their dog and is wrecking their home. Lisa Manning, 

34, mum to Ellie, 11, and Jaydon, six, said the 
horror started around two weeks after they moved 

into the Coventry council house. Terrified Lisa said: 
"Lights would flicker, or I'd hear footsteps when 
there was no one upstairs." But then it got worse, 

and: Chairs started flying across the room and 
crashing into walls. Cupboard doors opened and 
banged shut before being ripped off their hinges. 

Then two family dogs were "pushed" down stairs - 
one so badly injured it had to be put down. 

 

Staffordshire 
bull terrier 

Phoenix, 12, 
fell in the 

three-
bedroom 

semi 
suffering 
terrible 
injuries. 

 

Another pet, six-month-old bull terrier Rocky, 
suffered two broken legs after falling on the same 

stairs. Lisa said: "It's like a horror movie. We've had 
so many incidents in the kitchen and Ellie's room. 
She's too scared to sleep there. The poltergeist has 

smashed her Nintendo and her TV." Horror ... family 
filmed cupboard door opening by itself and chair 

moving across the room .  

A Church of England priest carried out a blessing. 
For two weeks the poltergeist went silent, then 

returned. A little later, the family were watching TV 
when the living room door slammed shut. Jaydon 
tried opening it but it would not move. Lisa said: 
"We climbed out of a window and ran." Lisa has 

asked her housing association to be moved.  

Video:  The family claim to have captured the 
'Poltergeist' incidents on film. 

UPIA and MAPIT have examined the video footage 
closely and do not find it compelling proof of 

poltergeist activity. Such video footage could easily 
be faked. Of course the family wish to be moved, 

which could be a motive...                       

CHECK THE FOOTAGE OUT YOURSELF: 

http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/
news/3496768/Poltergeist-wrecks-house-in-

Coventry-and-kills-the-dog.html 
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THERE ARE MANY REFERENCES ON THE INTERNET FROM PEOPLE CLAIMING THAT THE ODD 
LOOKING LIGHTS WERE PRODUCED BY H.A.A.R.P. AND THAT THE U.S. ARE ATTACKING JAPAN, 
SO TO CRIPPLE THEM FANANCIALLY, DUE TO WORRY THAT THEY WERE BECOMING TO 
FINANCIALLY POWERFUL AND THAT OTHER COUNTRIES COULD BENEFIT FROM THIS.... SORRY 
GUYS!, I GUESS YOU’LL JUST HAVE TO SPIN A DIFFERENT CONSPIRACY NOW... 



Between a Rock and a Hard Place 
By Andy Roberts 

somehow representative of the 
subject's reality status, elevating it 
from the shady realms of 
misperception or fantasy into those 
of scientific proof. However, less 
than critical UFO investigators are 
often quick to seize an unexplained 
UFO photograph in order to back up 
their particular beliefs and theories, 
"The camera cannot lie," being their 
argument. 
  
The reality is usually somewhat 
different. A far more apt quote when 
dealing with UFO photographs is not 
"The camera cannot lie," but "Every 
picture tells a story." That the 
perception of unexplained 
photographic cases frequently leads 
to confusion and controversy is 
exemplified by the story which 
unfolded in the wake of the Cracoe 
Fell photographs. 
 
The hamlet of Cracoe is situated just 
to the north of Skipton in the 

Yorkshire Dales National Park. It is a 
small place, with only a few hundred 
inhabitants, boasting a scattering of 
farms, houses, a pub and at one time 
a police house where the local 
constable lived. This police house 
and its occupants were the focus for 
the initial events of the Cracoe 
sighting on March 16, 1981. 
  
At 10.55 that morning, Police 
Constable Steve Guest's wife was in 
the kitchen preparing a cup of tea for 
her husband and a visitor, PC Derek 
Ingrain. The kitchen window 
overlooked a wide sweep of farm and 
moorland, which eventually rises 
steeply to the summit of Cracoe Fell. 
As she gazed out across a landscape 
she and her husband must have seen 
many times each day, Mrs. Guest's 
attention was drawn to an amazing 
sight. According to the YUFOS file 

on the matter, "her eyes locked on to 
a most incredible sight. Suspended 
around the central rocks at the top of 
Cracoe Fell a series of five brightly 
lit spheres were shining. The glowing 
orbs hurt the witness's eyes. For two 
minutes, she remained at the window 
trying desperately to solve this most 
puzzling sight. She could not." Mrs. 
Guest immediately called her 
husband into the kitchen to witness 
the puzzle. His official statement 
bears close scrutiny:  
 
"On Monday 16th March, 1981, 1 
was in the kitchen of my house when I 
saw three bright lights on the rock 
face. 1 looked at the lights with my 
binoculars, but was unable to get a 
clear view, as if 1 was looking 
straight at bright car headlights. The 
lights were in a line, but there 
appeared to be a smaller light just to 
the side of the main light source. I 
saw a shape at the back of the lights, 
but was unable to make it out.” 

"Sometime around 11.30, two RAF 
jets flew over the area. First one, 
then another, they were flying very 
slowly. There is no water on the rock 
face to give such a reflection, and to 
the best of my knowledge no metallic 
deposits. At about 11.55, the lights 
dimmed and became bright on 
several occasions, before 
disappearing. I have observed the fell 
every day at the same time. The light 
source has not reappeared. I have 
also spoken to several village 
residents who state they have no 
knowledge as to what could have 
caused the lights.” 
 
PC Ingram was called into the kitchen 
to witness the amazing sight. His 
account amplifies PC Guest's: 
 
"Please see account of Officer Guest, 
which I totally agree with. I remained  

The Cracoe UFO photograph  
From: The UFOs That Never 
Were, 1992 O r ,  h o w  a  r o c k  
b e c a m e  a  U F O  a n d  t h e n  a  
r o c k  o n c e  a g a i n .  A s  
D o n o v a n  w o u l d  h a v e  i t ,  
‘ f i r s t  t h e r e  i s  a  m o u n t a i n ,  
t h e n  t h e r e  i s  n o  m o u n t a i n ,  
t h e n  t h e r e  i s . ’ !  
 
A  B U F O R A  investigator has 
stated that the Cracoe photograph 
is 'light reflection.' What UTTER 
RUBBISH!"- Mark Birdsall 
YUFOS Journal, November 1983. 
 
“The Aliens Have Landed" 
screamed the Daily Mirror for 
Tuesday, August 23, 1983. The, 
headline was unequivocal, the 
accompanying photograph strange. 
It showed a bright, apparently 
luminescent, phenomenon against 
a rock face in the Yorkshire Dales. 
Journalist John Gapper was 
impressed, writing, "This is the 
picture that UFO spotters claim is 
'definite proof' that alien beings 
have ended on earth," before going 
on to reveal how two policemen 
had watched the UFO "hovering 
above the ground for an hour." 
 
Graham Birdsall, who was at that 
time, president of the Yorkshire 
UFO Society YUFOS, was noted 
as Saying: "This is definite proof 
of the existence of UFOs. I am very 
excited about the photograph. It 
has convinced me that this is an 
area which they visit regularly. 
Something mysterious is happening 
out there, but I don't now what it 
is." 
 
This newspaper article was the 
first major revelation to the British 
public of what came to he known 
as the "Cracoe UFO Photographic 
Case." The photograph was already 
two years old in 1983, but the case 
was to rumble on for another four 
years before it was finally laid to 
rest. And repercussions from the 
investigation are reverberating 
through the British UFO research 
community to this day. 
  
Most photographs of alleged UFOs 
can usually he dismissed after 
analysis as obvious hoaxes, or 
camera or film-processing faults. 
UFO huffs place great ore in any 
photographs which elude 
explanation. Belief is strong that if 
a UFO captured on film, it is  
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Between a Rock and a Hard Place
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What - or who - on earth could be 
responsible for a brightly lit object 
hovering against the side of a sheer 
rock face?' This was the first hint that 
the Cracoe UFO may have been an 
artificial construction. 
 
At 11.55 am, the UFO was still being 
observed by the police officers. Then 
its lights began to pulsate in unison, 
dimming and brightening several 
times until, one by one, they went out 
and the UFO had vanished. Shortly 
afterwards, the aston-ished officers 
watched as two military jets "crossed 
right over the spot where the 
unknown targets had hovered ... The 
officers were puzzled by this.” The 
bizarre sighting had lasted almost an 
hour. During that time six colour 
transparencies were taken of the 
phenomena. Unfortunately, both 
police officers were off-duty. Had 
they not been, an official police 
enquiry into the matter may have 
solved the case before it assumed 
mythic proportions. But clues as to 
the true nature of the case were 
seeded very early on in the 
investigation. On the first day, in 
fact. 
 
Local farmer Derek Carlisle had been 
outside the police house during some 
part of the sighting. He told the 
officers the phenomenon was not a 
UFO, but a bright rock reflection, one 
he had seen many times before.  
 
Below: A remote hillside in 
Yorkshire where the strange 
incidents took place. 

The police witnesses dismissed his 
claims out of hand. YUFOS claimed 
they had evidence which "negated" 
Carlisle as a "vital observer," but 
agreed that as he had been looking at 
the same phenomena as the police; 
his theory should be taken into 
account. 
 
The police officers made statements 
shortly after the UFO had  

disappeared and the slide film was 
passed on to a YUFOS investigator 
for processing at a "confidential 
address in Hull." 
  
In the weeks following the sighting, 
YUFOS investigators did an excellent 
job in determining what the UFO 
could not have been. The area was 
examined in detail. Nothing could be 
found to account for the 
phenomenon. Environ-mental factors 
such as snow, ice and running water 
as a possible cause for the sighting 
were also ruled out. YUFOS 
enquiries revealed there had been no 
heli-copters in the area, but they 
considered the overflight of military 
jets at the conclusion of sighting to 
be "most interesting," and "more than 
coincidence." As there had been a 
major NATO exercise on March 16, 
it was at first thought that the lights 
may have been some form of target or 
marker. The RAF verified they had 
fighter jets on low-flying practice in 
that area, but the "object," as they put 
it, had nothing to do with them. In 
any case, PCs Ingram and Guest had 
gone to the top of the fell as soon as 
the sighting was over and found no 
evidence of any military hardware. 
YUFOS therefore concluded that 
"The mili-tary aircraft overflights 
had, in fact, seen the light formation 
and made a pass." 
 
YUFOS were rightly puzzled by both 
the sighting and photographs. But 
rather than release the information to 
the media immediately, they sensibly 
chose to spend two years 

investigating the case in some depth 
before releasing their findings. 
  
But for the inexplicable photographs, 
this event would probably have gone 
down as just another lights-in--the-
sky-case, intriguing at the time, but 
impos-sible to verify or investigate. 
But photographic evidence is rare and 
valuable. YUFOS had the pictures 
analysed at four establishments, the 

in the house during the entire incident 
until the lights disappeared. 1 am a 
keen amateur photographer and took 
the pictures between 11.15 am and 
11.40 am. The lights appeared just 
below the top of the fell: they were 
hovering. The array of lights varied in 
intensity, and after one hour they 
vanished. There was no concrete shape 
yet the colour was the same as 
magnesium lights; they were bril-liant. 
I found the lights unusual because on 
the fell (which is very steep) there is 
nothing to stand the lights on. The 
terrain makes it impossible to duplicate 
such an event." 
  
That these witnesses to the Cracoe Fell 
`UFO' were insincere in any way was 
never an issue. Nor was there any 
dispute about the veracity of the photo-
graphs which were taken. They were 
emphatically not hoaxed. But neither 
witness testimony nor photographic 
imagery is proof of any objective 
reality. However, it was clear that these 
two police officers, trained in 
observational techniques and familiar 
with the local terrain, were spellbound 
by what they saw. There can be no 
doubt from both their statements and 
photographs that they believed 
something strange was taking place in 
Cracoe that day. The phenomenon was 
clearly dramatic and memorable. So 
much so that when Derek Ingram 
recalled the event for a 1996 Discovery 
Channel TV docu-mentary it was still 
vivid in his mind - "I saw a very intense 
bright light, a big band of light on the 
rock face of the fell." 
  
At 11.15 am on March 16, partway 
through the sighting, the officers tele-
phoned their sergeant, Tony Dodd, who 
was based in nearby Skipton.  

 
Dodd was a keen 
UFO buff and 
editor of YUFOS' 
Journal, Quest.  
 
He assured the 
officers that he was 
on his way, but that 
they should take no 
action as yet.   
 

At any time during the sighting, it 
would have been a relatively simple 
matter for the offi-cers to drive halfway 
up the fell and walk the rest of the way 
to determine the cause of the 
phenomenon. People often query why 
they did not. But the witnesses had no 
idea how long the sighting would last, 
or how important it was going to 
become for believers in Unidentified 
Flying Objects. 
 
At 11 .20 am, one of the officers made 
a "vital discovery," seeing a "trian-gular 
fin" behind the central light. A `fin' 
seemed to imply attachment to an  
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Near Malham, Yorkshire 
Dales U.K. A Spherical 

Shaped UFO  
 

Date: October 6, 2007 
Time: 8.30 p.m. 

 
Number of witnesses: 2 

Number of objects: 1 
Shape of objects: Orb. 

Weather Conditions: 
Completely clear skies, 

no wind. 
 

Description: After a day 
out walking in the locality 

my partner and I had 
decided to stay in the 

area that evening to do 
some star gazing as we 

are both quite interested 
in astronomy. Because it 

was such a clear night 
and we were in the 

middle of nowhere with 
no streets lights (sodium) 

to distort images it was 
the perfect location. We 

were in total blackness all 
around us for miles and 

miles. Then we saw 
something that neither of 
us can explain. As I was 

looking at the 
constellations one star 

suddenly increased in size 
dramatically.  

 
It was perfectly spherical 

in shape and glowed a 
brilliant orange as it 
expanded, and in the 

centre it looked to have a 
spherical black dot. From 

where we were standing 
size wise it was as big as 
a 2 pence piece. Bearing 

in mind the distance of us 
from the star it was huge. 

As quickly as it grew it 
then faded and was 

engulfed by the blackness 
of space. The whole 

incident lasted approx 10
-15 seconds. I am posting 
this on here in the hopes 

that someone can explain 
to me what we saw 

(supernova?)... 

Other reports from the 
Yorkshire Dales  
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against – the phenomenon being a 
structured object. But by far the most 
significant evidence in favour that it 
was came when Mrs. and Mrs. John 
Ackroyd related their sighting from 
March 16, 1981. 

Above: One of Derek Ingram’s 
photographs of the strange 
phenomenon. 
 
From South Yorkshire, the Ackrovds 
were on an excursion to the York-shire 
Dales, driving past Cracoe at around 
3.45 pm when they saw three glowing 
spheres high over the fell. They 
initially believed them to be aircraft 
lights, but the apparent speed and 
height were not consistent with any 
aircraft with which they were familiar. 
After stopping their car and observing 
them for a while, it became clear there 
was a "dark shape" above the lights. 
Now they were certain it was not an 
aircraft. Puzzled, the couple drove off, 
and did not mention the incident until 
they attended a YUFOS lecture in 
1985 in which the Cracoe case was 
featured heavily. At the close of the 
meeting, Mr. Ackroyd approached 
YUFOS officials, saying simply, "My 
wife and I saw that thing over 
Cracoe." 
 
The implication was potentially earth-
shattering. Given that the phenom-
enon the police officers and the 
Ackroyds saw was the same, a 
"structured craft of unknown origin" 
was indeed in the skies above Cracoe. 
What's more, it must have been in the 
area, if not constantly in the air, for 
over four hours on that fateful day in 
1981. 
 
YUFOS came to no firm conclusions 
as to the specific nature or origin of 
the `UFO,' but had already publicly 
stated in 1983 that "an unknown 
structure lies behind the lights - this is 
covered by a stream of white lights;" 

and "for the record, the Cracoe UFO 
is undoubtedly solid."' -'I recall 
querying the nature of the 
phenomenon at a 1986 YUFOS lecture 
in Burnley and being told it depicted a 
"structured craft of unknown origin."  

It was clear that they believed it was 
solid, and capable of flight and light 
emission. 
 
Throughout the Cracoe reports, 
YUFOS had often referred to and 
carefully considered Farmer Carlisle's 
contention that the UFO had its origins 
in reflected sunlight. By the end of the 
third edition of Cracoe: The Evidence, 
their research teams had narrowed this 
possibility down to zero, saying: 
"YUFOS research conjectured that the 
three almost circular spheres of 
dazzling light were not caused by 
sunlight reflection. The photographic 
content confirms this, as does 
scientific evidence." 
 
Until YUFOS released the 
photographs to the media in 1983, the 
Cracoe case was virtually unknown 
both to the public and within the UK's 
tightly-knit UFO research community. 
No UFOlogists from other research 
groups had been involved in the initial 
investigations, and YUFOS chose to 
share their evidence with only a few 
trusted colleagues. Once the case 
became public knowledge, other 
UFOlogists began to scrutinise the 
case. 
 
The popular perception of UFO 
investigation is that UFOlogists share 
one goal, that of solving the UFO 
mystery, and will happily assist each 
other where necessary. This is a 
completely erroneous view of the 
subject. In reality, the UFO 
community is comprised of many 
small, warring factions, each driven 
more by belief than fact. UFO groups 
rarely share information, especially if  

now defunct Ground Saucer Watch 
(GSW) in the USA. Klaus Webner, a 
UFO investigator in Germany, a 
"police source," and at Leeds 
University. 
 
Full results of the lengthy analysis 
from the first two were released in 
1985 by YUFOS. Like the farmer's 
claims, this analysis flagged up 
points which should have been taken 
more seriously at the time. Ground 
Saucer Watch concluded that whilst 
they were convinced the photographs 
were genuine, "there is no evidence 
that the anomalous images are 
`objects' hovering between the 
witnesses and the distant mountains 
hills." ' Klaus Webner's conclusions 
included the statement, "I have found 
no evidence that there was anything 
in the air between Cracoe Fell and 
the eye-witnesses." ' Webner also 
believed the photographs were 
genuine, not hoaxed, and mooted the 
possibility they were lights used by 
mountaineers. Neither report could 
positively identify the phenomenon. 
Nor did they mention a `fin' or craft 
of any kind. 
 
Far more interesting were the 
comments made by the analyst at 
Leeds University. Due to his position 
as the head of a science department, 
he requested anonymity in YUFOS' 
published reports. After studying the 
photographs in depth, he called the 
YUFOS investigative team together 
and astonished them with his 
conclusions. He was convinced the 
photographs showed something 
above the lights and said: "What you 
probably have is a most unusual 
structure which looks oval to the eye, 
yet is perhaps round. Beneath the 
structure (or craft) appear to be three 
almost circular globes ... You have an 
object which is tilted back towards 
the fell face ... It is displaying three 
remark-able and very luminous 
lights. I do not think it is natural." 
The pseudonymous `Mulligan' drew a 
picture to illustrate what he meant. 
The drawing was of a classic 
Adamski-type flying saucer. 
 
YUFOS were "both delighted and 
bemused." "What," they mused, "was 
the scientist trying to tell us?" 
Whereas the GSW and Webner's 
analyses were open to interpretation, 
Mulligan's was not. Here YUFOS had 
a qualified scientist, working at one 
of the country's finest universities, 
effectively claiming that a flying 
saucer had been captured on film. 
 
The three Cracoe Reports (published 
between 1985 and 1986) contained a 
vast amount of investigative data 
concerning the initial sighting, 
photographic analysis and theories 
pertaining to the case, both for - and 
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Location: Skipton, North 
Yorkshire 

Date: 01/07/2008              
Time: 11.38pm                       
Number of witnesses: 1 
Number of objects: 1 
Shape of objects: Oval   
Weather Conditions: Wet, 
drizzly, overcast 

Description: Very late 
last night I looked out the 
kitchen window with the 
light off, to check on the 
hen-house--something I 
often do in the evenings 
after dark--and saw a 
strange slow-moving 
something in the sky. I 
took it be a plane flying 
low above the hills of the 
Yorkshire Dales on which 
sheep graze during the 
daylight hours, but 
quickly realised it had 
red, blue and green lights 
rotating around it, 
disappearing round the 
other side of the 'craft' 
and then reappearing. So 
it became obvious I was 
looking at something that 
was oval in shape, like an 
egg. I guess eggs would 
spring to mind given why 
I was looking out the 
window! 

It traversed the sky, 
moving right to left, and 
descended behind woods 
in the distance. I didn't 
see it again, but kept 
looking across the night 
sky. Within about a 
minute I saw two shooting 
stars. These are entirely 
natural, of course, but the 
first I've seen in the sky 
around where we live. 
And coming straight after 
the UFO, they kind of 
gained a certain 
significance for me. I then 
went to bed, feeling 
freaked out, and heard an 
awful noise in the back 
garden, so I jumped up 
and looked out that 
window. It was a freaky 
night, because I saw a 
gigantic black cat in the 
garden, easily the biggest 
I've ever seen but 
obviously a hefty 
domestic moggie, 
prowling under my 
window, back and forth. 
It was very agitated, and 
it looked up at me with 
big green eyes, then ran 
to the bottom of the 
garden, and away. I was 
even more freaked out, 
and it took a while to get 
to sleep. I offer no fixed 
explanations, nor any 
suggestion that these 
three events were linked 
in any way. Well, they 
were--they were linked by 
having one observer, 
myself. Maybe someone 
else was looking up at the 
sky around here at 
approximately twenty to 
midnight, but I doubt it... 

Other reports from the 
Yorkshire Dales  



Between a Rock and a Hard Place
By Andy Roberts

it,” he explained. He was present on 
the morning two years ago when two 
policemen photographed the shining 
fell, and recognised it as the same 
optical illusion he had seen there 
before. 

This account of the Cracoe UFO's 
origins did not fit in with the media's 
fondness for stories about aliens and 
was soon forgotten. But experienced 
UFO researcher Nigel Mortimer saw 
it. Had it not been for his vigilance, 
the outcome of the Cracoe case may 
have been entirely different. 
 
Nigel lived quite near Cracoe and 
decided to investigate the case on 
behalf of BUFORA. After seeing the 
media furore about the Cracoe case 
and specifically Farmer Carlisle's 
statement, Nigel concluded that there 
could well be a prosaic solution to the 
case and began to visit the area 
regularly, confident the rock reflection 
hypothesis was valid. Although he saw 
many rock reflections, none was 
anything like the Cracoe `UFO.' Nor 
could he identify the exact loca-tion of 
the phenomena captured on film by 
the police officers. But serious doubts 
had now been raised about the case - 
and they spread like wildfire through 
the British UFO community. 
 
Meanwhile Quest, the YUFOS journal, 
regularly featured updates concerning 
the on-going Cracoe investigation. 
One such piece about the photo-
graphic analysis was immediately 
followed by an article titled: "Just 
Coinci-dence? The Cracoe 
Connection." This dealt with several 
sightings of flying discs with three 
bright balls on the underside, all from 
the Cracoe area. Was this what the 
scientist at Leeds University was 
trying to tell YUFOS? Writer Mark 
Birdsall concluded, "We have already 
had a tantalising glimpse of something 
very similar in relation to the 

argument for one particular type of 
unknown vehicle ... The Cracoe 
UFO." 
 
Below: Another photo of the strange 
lights taken by Derek Ingram. 

In March 1986, I was asked by Paul 
Devereux, author and then editor of 
The Ley Hunter magazine, to write a 
piece about the Cracoe UFO as a 
possible example of `earthlight' 
phenomena. I had been interested in 
the Cracoe area for several years as a 
focus for earthlight activity and agreed 
carefully to analyse both the YUFOS 
data and Nigel Mortimer's 
speculations before coming to any 
conclusion. Problems were 
immediately encountered in obtaining 
a copy of the YUFOS report for 
research purposes. These were 
advertised in YUFOS' journal as being 
available to anyone, but my request 
was refused. The reason given was 
because "you would not agree with 
YUFOS' conclusions."  The case was 
getting interesting already! 
 
Nigel Mortimer was digging deep into 
the case, too, and facing similar 
obstructions. In a heated telephone 
conversation with YUFOS' Director of 
Research, Mark Birdsall, Nigel was 
told he had no business investigating a 
case which "wasn't his." "How can 
anyone `own' a UFO case?" Nigel 
wondered. The situation deteriorated 
further when YUFOS' Executive 
Committee issued a statement in which 
they disassociated themselves from 
national investigations co-coordinator 
Jenny Randles, Nigel Mortimer and the 
British UFO Research Association, 
saying they did not regard them as 
serious investigators. This followed 
BUFORA's open support of the light 
reflection theory. It was clear that 
sceptics were not going to enjoy any co
-operation with YUFOS, as they clearly 
regarded the Cracoe case as `theirs.' 

one group is likely to take a different 
view from another. 
 
On the surface, this may appear 
counter-productive, but it is actually 
a positive state of affairs because it is 
only from these frequently intense 
disputes and re-evaluations of 
evidence that the truth of a case often 
emerges. Had no other inves-tigators 
become involved in the Cracoe case, 
it would probably still be listed as 
`unknown' and the photographs now 
elevated to classic status. YUFOS 
investiga-tion of the Cracoe 
photograph is only half the story. The 
denouement comes in the aftermath 
of the case being made public and its 
subsequent re-investigation. 
 
YUFOS released the photographs to 
the media in August 1983. 
Newspapers and TV immediately 
seized on the images, which were 
featured widely in the national Press. 
The Daily Mirror, whose headline 
opened this chapter, faith-fully 
promised YUFOS they would not 
hype the alien angle, but went ahead 
and did it anyway. To their credit, 
YUFOS had never overtly claimed 
the Cracoe UFO was alien in origin 
and demanded an apology. But it was 
too late: the damage had been done. 
Whatever anyone thought of the 
Cracoe UFO, in the eyes of the public 
it was extraterrestrial in origin. 
  
Local newspapers played their part in 
spreading the Cracoe myth, too. The 
Yorkshire Post's front page offered 
"UFO Over Yorks" whilst the 
Skipton based Craven Herald, 
Cracoe's local paper, ran a sensible 
piece entitled "UFO Siting (sic) 
Confirmed." They quoted YUFOS 
Graham Birdsall as saying: "We have 
kept this under wraps for two years 
because we wanted to be absolutely 
certain the photograph could not be 
knocked down when we released it. 
During that time, we have covered 
the area with a small toothcomb, and 
it has left us in no doubt that no 
natural phenomenon could have 
caused this to hover there for just 
under an hour."' 
 
It only took six days before the 
Herald was running a piece which 
effec-tively 'knocked' both the 
photograph and Graham's certainties 
for a six. The article was headed 
"UFO Rubbish!" and read: 
  
"Reports that a shiny object seen on 
Cracoe Fell were conclusive proof of 
alien visitors to the earth have been 
dismissed as "rubbish" by a local 
farmer. Hetton farmer Mr. D. Carlisle 
said the phenomenon often occurred 
on dull days when the sun caught 
rocks on the fell. `It's quite 
spectacular, but that's all there is to 
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Mr. Carlisle also noted that he, like 
many Cracoe villagers, thought there 
was - and is - "something" unusual 
going on in the area, adding that a few 
weeks before our interview, bright 
lights were seen at night high on 
Cracoe Fell. The fact that he was not 
totally sceptical of the UFO 
phenomenon as a whole gave further 
credence to his story, even though 
YUFOS, who had spent hundreds of 
man hours and thousands of pounds 
on the case, still vehemently 
disagreed with him. 
  
If Mr. Carlisle's version of the 
sighting was correct, the phenomenon 
could theoretically be treated 
scientifically and replicated. 
Replication of the original 
photograph would be proof positive 
of the true nature of the Cracoe UFO. 
The only problem was just how to 
catch the phenomenon in action. I 
and other WYUFORG members 
literally 'stalked' the fell, visiting it 
several times a month at all hours and 
in all weathers throughout the autumn 
of 1986. 
  
During this period, YUFOS published 
an issue of Quest which reviewed the 
evidence to date and railed against 
those investigators who had dared to 
voice an alternative opinion about the 
case. It highlighted a letter from one 
of the original witnesses, PC Derek 
Ingram, in which he reiterated his 
beliefs about the sighting, claiming, 
"In my opinion there was an 
unexplained object on the fell on the 
day in question, and how anybody can 
put it down to mere reflec-tion is 
beyond me. 
 
November 1986 finally brought a 
breakthrough. On a family day out in 
the Yorkshire Dales, I stopped in 
Cracoe as usual to look up at the fell, 
more out of habit than hope. The 
weather was cloudy with occasional 

shafts of sunlight. I stared at the 
distant rocky ridge, yet again 
pondering just what could have been 
so dramatic enough to enchant two 
police officers for almost an hour. As I 
mused, my attention was caught by a 
glint of light. Attention slowly turned 
to interest and then rapidly to 
astonishment as I realised I was 
looking at the Cracoe UFO! Just 
below the ridge of the fell, some two 
miles away, was a narrow strip of 
brilliant light, interspersed with bright 
`blobs.' I grabbed the binoculars from 
the car and studied the light closely. 
There was no doubt about it: this was 
the Cracoe `UFO.' Had the "structured 
object of unknown origin" returned 
five-and-a-half years on especially for 
my benefit, or was I looking at the 
elusive rock reflection seen by Derek 
Carlisle and speculated on by Nigel 
Mortimer? Was I looking at the real 
Cracoe UFO? 
 
I returned to Cracoe a week later. Now 
I knew exactly where to look, the 
`UFO' was instantly visible, albeit 
again not as bright as the 1981 police 
photo-graphs. Several shots were 
taken with and without a zoom lens. 
When these pictures were processed 
and the image enlarged, the true nature 
of the Cracoe `UFO' was apparent.  
  
Comparison done by Mike Wootten 
for BUFORA showed that the two 
images - the police officers' from 1981 
and mine from 1986 - were of exactly 
the same phenomena. Now I had 
identified the correct area on the fell, I 
visited the site to see the now-landed 
Cracoe `UFO' at first hand. As Farmer 
Carlisle correctly believed, the `UFO' 
was due to an optical illusion. The 
cause of all the fuss was a rock surface 
just below the ridge of the fell, easily 
accessible by foot and about a forty-
five-minute walk from the roadside. 
Water draining from the moor 
combined with lichen to produce three 
vague marks on the angled rocks. This 
combination of circumstances, 
coupled with tiny quartz crystals 
embedded in the gritstone rock, gave 
off a reflection which appeared as a 
strip of white, with three or more 
circles in it. The reflection could only 
be seen from specific locations and 
under certain light conditions, 
although once the visitor knows where 
to look it can be identified at any time 
in daylight hours. 
 
But why had no one cracked the case 
before? YUFOS unwittingly obfus-
cated independent researchers by 
printing the police officer's 
photographs the wrong way round. 
This made it extremely difficult to 
locate the exact area of fell amongst 
the tumult of rocks on Cracoe Fell. In 
addition, the photographs used by the 
media and in YUFOS publications and 

This was just the motivation we needed 
to persist in cracking the case wide 
open. I and other researchers from the 
West Yorkshire UFO Research Group 
(WYUFORG) began to visit the Cracoe 
area frequently, searching for clues to 
the mystery. But we were in a difficult 
position. Unable to obtain access either 
to the original photographs or to the 
main witnesses, we only had YUFOS 
reports to go on. And YUFOS would 
not move from their certainty that the 
Cracoe UFO photographs represented a 
"structured craft of unknown origin." 
Intrigued by YUFOS' continual refusal 
even to consider, never mind actu-ally 
discuss, an alternative explanation for 
the Cracoe 'UFO,' we decided to 
contact the farmer, Derek Carlisle, 
ourselves. He was only too pleased to 
be interviewed. In September 1986, we 
spoke to him for an hour at his farm in 
the village of Cracoe. Mr. Carlisle 
stood by his 1981 comments to the 
local news-paper saying: 
  
"I was present outside Cracoe police 
station on the 16th of March 1981. I 
observed the lights for not more than 
15 minutes. The lights were on 
Rylestone Fell ... The weather 
conditions were overcast with 
outbreaks of sun. The lights I observed 
were as portrayed in the photograph 
and in that location. I have seen these 
lights both before and after on many 
occasions, as have my wife and son. 
The lights appear when the rocks are 
wet ... and when the sun shines on the 
wet surfaces ... My attitude towards the 
UFO phenomenon is one of an open 
mind. In my opinion, the lights I saw 
were nothing else other than the sun 
shining on the rocks. On the day in 
question, the lights were brighter than 
I've seen before. 1 did not notice any 
structure whatsoever behind the rocks." 
 
Below: Andy Roberts and Derek 
Ingram revisit the location of the 
Cracoe sightings. 
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serious researchers to be sent to your 
group at this time will conflict with 
our current attitude towards your 
group."  
 
YUFOS might not have been 
interested in the reality of the Cracoe 
`UFO', but the Yorkshire Post, which 
had broken the story in 1983, was. 
Journalist Tim Zillessen was 
fascinated by the twists and turns of 
the case and quoted me as saying: 
"We believe we have incontrovertible 
proof that it is nothing more than a 
complex light reflection. 
Undoubtedly, a lot of people saw 
something that day, but unfortunately 
they do not accept a rational 
explanation for it and still refuse to 
do so. We did not set out deliberately 
to dispel or to disprove the sighting: 
we simply set out to investigate it. We 
are open-minded enough to accept a 
UFO sighting when it happens, but 
not in this case." 
 
In the interests of balance Zillessen 
contacted YUFOS for their 
comments. Mark Birdsall, still 
refusing to accept the case was 
solved, opined: "We absolutely reject 
any suggestion that the sighting was 
a light reflection. We are convinced 
something was seen on that day on 
the fell." Birdsall attempted to divert 
Post readers from the facts by making 
a stinging attack on the research 
group and the photographic analyst. 
He said the group had only been in 
existence for three years and did not 
have enough information to make any 
positive claims. He dismissed the 
analyst as a great sceptic who had no 
scientific authority to make any 
judgments. Obviously the scientific 
replication of the exact phenomena 
did not count as "enough evidence" 
for YUFOS to retract their claims!" 
  
Mark Birdsall claimed he had again 
visited the officers who witnessed 
and photographed the `UFO' and they 
still stuck to their accounts. Whether 
the orig-inal witnesses stuck to their 
accounts or not was yet another red 
herring and never an issue. It was the 
interpretation of the phenomenon 
caught on film which had been under 
scrutiny. In a final attempt to 
convince YUFOS, Graham and Mark 
Birdsall, together with Philip Mantle, 
were invited to see the photo-graphs I 
had taken of the Cracoe `UFO'. The 
meeting was not a success. It 
appeared that YUFOS could not - or 
would not - accept the factual 
evidence before them. 
 
However, the majority of UFOlogists 
chose to believe the scientific inter-
pretation: that the police had 
photographed and misperceived a rock 
reflection. The only alternative 
explanation, if the 1981 police 

photographs did depict a "structured 
craft of unknown origin," was that this 
particular `UFO' enjoyed the ability to 
replicate the exact size, shape and 
position of a naturally occurring light 
reflection. What are the chances of that 
happening`? 
 
Although the case was now solved, 
huge question marks still hung over the 
whole affair. Why did two police 
officers become transfixed for almost 
an hour by a tiny natural phenomenon? 
Why did the case attain the status of a 
cause celebre for YUFOS, being 
featured heavily in their magazine and 
becoming a centre-piece of their 
lectures? Why did a scientist at Leeds 
University claim the photographs 
depicted a flying disc? Why did the 
Ackroyd family believe their aerial 
sighting later that day was the same 
phenomenon as shown on the Cracoe 
`UFO' photograph? These are just a few 
of the questions raised by the Cracoe 
case. The answer to them all can be 
summed up in two words - expectation 
and misperception. 
 
The misperception in the Cracoe case 
was truly dramatic. The police officer 
who lived in the police house at Cracoe 
had done so for quite some time. 
According to their sergeant, Tony 
Dodd, "his knowledge of the location is 
second to none." Both he and his wife 
must have looked across at the fell from 
their kitchen on numerous occasions 
without seeing the `UFO.' Yet the 
combi-nation of environmental 
phenomena which comprise the Cracoe 
`UFO' is visible to some degree or other 
every single day. Why - and how - on 
the morning of March 16, 1981, did the 
natural become the supernatural` 
 
Unusual and unidentified lights had 
been seen in the Cracoe region for a 
number of years prior to 1981, possibly 
for centuries if folklore is to be 
believed. Some locals apparently even 
referred to the area as "flying saucer 
alley," so it could be said there was a 
long-standing tradition of UFOs in the 
area. Since the late 1970’s, the 
Yorkshire UFO Society had been quite 
active in the area, interviewing 
witnesses and holding skywatches. 
Their presence and beliefs were 
reported by the media, so the UFO 
myth was fed back into the community, 
and so on. UFO sightings were part and 
parcel of the contempo-rary, living 
folklore of the area in the 1970s and 
'80s. 
 
This tradition was well known to the 
police witnesses involved through their 
sergeant in Skipton, Tony Dodd. In his 
book Alien Investigator, Dodd 
recounts how he saw many UFOs in the 
Cracoe area from 1978 onwards. 
Several of these were witnessed whilst 
in the company of other police officers.  

lectures were enlargements. This made 
the `UFO' appear considerably larger 
than it actually was. To the naked eye, 
the phenomenon, no matter how 
bright, is quite small and distant when 
seen from Cracoe village.  
 
This was never made clear by YUFOS 
inves-tigators, who had also insisted 
their calculations gave the length of 
the `UFO' as over ten metres. In fact, 
the entire rock on which the `Cracoe 
UFO' appears is barely five metres 
long. YUFOS investigators must have 
walked past, if not actually over, the 
`UFO' on several occasions! 
 
Several UFO researchers from other 
groups were shown the photographs 
and taken to the fell to see the 
phenomenon at first hand. All agreed 
that the `Cracoe UFO', the "structured 
object of unknown origin," was 
nothing more than an unusual rock 
reflection. 
 
I then contacted one of the original 
YUFOS analysts, Klaus Webner, and 
sent him copies of my photographs for 
his comment. He replied: "The 
`Cracoe UFO' is unmasked. Your 
slides show the same phenomena 
under controlled conditions. The 
intensity of the light is not the same as 
it is on the Cracoe photos, but the 
position of the reflection is absolutely 
the same. Your slide is evidence that a 
harmless reflection on this sloping 
area of rock is responsible for the 
huge UFO headlines in the 
newspapers." 
 
Now completely certain I had caught 
the Cracoe 'UFO' on film, the most 
logical course of action was to inform 
YUFOS, to give them the opportunity 
to examine the evidence and retract 
their grandiose statements about the 
photographs. Despite their reluctance 
to share information, WYUFORG and 
I had consistently operated a policy of 
informing YUFOS officials of our 
every move in attempting to solve this 
case. Philip Mantle, their Overseas 
Liaison Officer and "team leader on 
ground research" in the Cracoe investi
-gation, was apprised of the situation 
and invited to view the proof. He 
declined, saying that the next issue of 
Quest  would "leave you and your 
colleagues in no doubt that the Cracoe 
photographs do not depict light 
reflection."' It did not! 
 
YUFOS punctuated their head-in-the-
sand attitude by issuing yet another 
edition of the Cracoe report. Hoping 
this might at least shed new light on 
their reluctance to accept alternative 
evidence, I attempted to obtain the 
report, only to be told, "As you are 
probably aware, liaison with 
WYFORG does not exist, and to allow 
reports which are for the benefits of 
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Cracoe is a pleasant 
village situated near 

Rylstone beneath Barden 
Fell and the twin skyline 

landmarks of Rylstone 
Cross and Cracoe 

Pinnacle in the Yorkshire 
Dales.  

The name of the village is 
famous - at least in 

geological circles - for 
the nearby Cracoe Reef 

Knolls a series of 
limestone hills which are 

geological remnants of an 
ancient coral reef.  
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If a witness already has a belief 
system to fit a `UFO' sighting into, or 
a predisposition to `believe' in any 
aspect of the supernatural, the 
situation is further exacerbated. Tony 
Dodd said of his increasing sightings 
in the Cracoe area during the 1970’s 
and '80s that "the extraordinary was 
becoming the ordinary." The sighting 
by the police officers at Cracoe was a 
case of the reverse of this, the moment 
the ordinary becomes the 
extraordinary. This moment, the 
transition from `ordinary 
consciousness' to `UFO 
consciousness,' is at the very core of 
the UFO mystery. 
 
Unfortunately, UFO buffs fail to learn 
from the significant lessons taught by 
cases such as Cracoe and others like 
them. They soon forget the wild 
claims, the `scientific' analyses, and 
the far-out theories. Instead of 
applying the principles learned to 
other cases, they move on to the next 
`unexplained' case in the hope it will 
be the `big one.' 
 
Eventually, in the face of 
overwhelming evidence, YUFOS 
underwent a paradigm change. In 
1987, by which time no one now 
believed in the 'struc-tured craft' 
interpretation of the Cracoe 
photographs, Tony Dodd wrote a 
piece for Q u e s t  magazine in 
which he re-framed the Cracoe 
photographs as being a rock 
reflection. There was no mention of 
the dramatic struggles between rival 
viewpoints about the nature of 
evidence which had been neces-sary 
to get to this point.  
 
Below: Andy Roberts points out the 
lichen and rocks which was 
responsible for the strange light 
illusion. The three areas of lichen 
can clearly be seen. 

By 1997, Graham and Mark Birdsall, 
now editors and owners of the 
hugely successful UFO 
M a g a z i n e  ( U K )  and T h e  
U n o p e n e d  Files, felt able to 
use the Cracoe case in a round-up of 
sightings for the fortieth anniversary 
of Kenneth Arnold's sighting. This 
time the photograph was captioned: 
"Lights photographed on Cracoe 
Fell, near Skipton, North Yorkshire 
on 16 March, 1981. The `UFO' is in 
fact simply sun rays striking the rock 
surface." 
 
The extraordinary had become the 
ordinary once again. 
 
Below: The Map showing the 
location of Cracoe and surrounding 
areas. 

The Cracoe UFO case is featured 
along with many others in ‘The 
UFOs That Never Were’, by Jenny 
Randles, Andy Roberts and David 
Clarke. Available at Amazon.co.uk 

Many were of quite dramatic craft. 
One which Dodd saw only miles from 
Cracoe was a "large object, dome-
shaped, with white light coming from 
what looked like windows," whilst 
another from the same area was "a 
massive disc, with a dome shape on 
top." 
 
Dodd's belief was that these craft were 
alien in origin and that his sightings 
were "an education I was being given 
by the aliens.” It is likely that Dodd's 
interest in UFOs, if not his belief in 
aliens, was widely known throughout 
the police force in the Cracoe area, 
and that this led to a cross-
contamination of belief and 
expectation. Because of this climate of 
expectation, a lump of shiny rock 
became misperceived as a UFO. 
 
The subject of misperception is central 
to any understanding of the UFO 
enigma. But it is widely 
misunderstood. Most people cannot 
comprehend how even the most highly 
trained observers can misinterpret 
mundane objects as UFOs. But they 
do. Each year thousands of people see 
birds, planes, and meteorological and 
astronomical phenomena as `UFOs.' 
The current cultural template and 
active folklore regarding anything 
strange seen in the sky is 
automatically to dub it as a `UFO,' 
whilst the media automati-cally 
associates the acronym with `aliens' or 
`extraterrestrials.' As Jenny Randles 
has said about the interaction between 
witness and media, "`Woman sees 
spaceship' is news, whereas `Woman 
sees spaceship, but was probably 
mistaken' is not 
 
It does not matter if the witness is 
from a background of trained observa-
tion, such as a policeman or pilot. 
There is no such individual as the 
totally credible witness. Everyone is 
equally susceptible to misperception in 
that magic moment when they see 
something unknown. 

 

Page 23 
Phenomena Magazine: May 2011 - issue 25: www.phenomenamagazine.co.uk 

The Yorkshire Dales - 
Attractions. 

UFO Tours of Ilkley 
Moor: True Life 
Mysteries Tours offer a 
series of one day guided 
walks on Ilkley Moor and 
to other places and 
historical and mythical 
interest around the 
region.  

i) UFO Mysteries of 
Ilkley Moor: Exploring 
the UFO encounter sites 
and their connections 
with the moorlands many 
ancient stone circles.  

ii) Strange Energies 
Dowsing Days: A 
complete day out at the 
Twelve Apostles Stone 
Circle.  

iii) Mini Bus Tours (up to 
16 people) to the major 
ancient and legendary 
sites around Yorkshire 
including Ilkley Moor, 
Bolton Abbey, The Giant 
Arrows, and the City of 
York (two days over the 
weekend).  

All tours are guided by N 
Mortimer, with full 
narative on historical and 
mythical background, 
examining the legends of 
these places and the 
connections between 
ancient and modern 
legends and folklore.  

Website information: 
www.ufotours.veryweird.com.  



On 5 November 1990 a squadron of 
Royal Air Force Tornado jets were 
flying over the North Sea, on their way 
back to their base. Suddenly, and to the 
amazement of all the experienced 
pilots, their aircraft were overtaken at 
high speed by a UFO. None of these 
trained observers were able to identify 
the craft that made our most 
sophisticated aircraft look obsolete by 
comparison, and a report of this 
encounter was sent by signal to the 
Ministry of Defence.  

What happened next? Were the pilots 
visited by anonymous intelligence 
officers, threatened with the Official 
Secrets Act and warned to keep quiet 
about their sighting? Or is the truth of 
the matter somewhat different?  

Many ufologists are obsessed with the 
idea that elements of the British 
Government are involved in a 
conspiracy of silence about UFOs, and 
are actively suppressing the truth about 
this phenomenon. Such claims have 
persisted for years, but are often taken 
on faith rather than evidence. As is 
often the case when one examines such 
allegations critically, the real situation 
is not quite as people suppose.  

As far as we know, the earliest official 
British involvement in the UFO 
mystery was an intelligence study 
carried out in 1951. This study was 
mentioned in a 9 August 1952 letter 
from the Air Ministry to the then Prime 
Minister, Winston Churchill, who had 
asked for a report on UFOs. The study 
concluded that all UFOs could be 
explained in conventional terms, and 

was clearly based heavily on the data 
that had been amassed by the United 
States Air Force, who had been 
conducting their own official studies 
since 1947, under the Project names 
Sign, Grudge and Blue Book. Edward J 
Ruppelt headed Project Grudge and 
then Blue Book from 1951 to 1953.  

He made reference to British interest in 
UFOs in his 1956 book, The Report on 
Unidentified Flying Objects. He told of 
a visit by two RAF intelligence officers 
who arrived at Blue Book headquarters 
with six sheets of questions. The 
answers they took back clearly 
influenced the reply given to Winston 
Churchill, and indeed the intelligence 
study referred to may have been based 
in part or in whole upon this data.  

What lay behind the British interest in 
UFOs was actually concern that some 
of them might be an unknown type of 
Soviet aircraft testing the air defences 
of the United Kingdom. The Cold War 
was serious business, and the Air 
Ministry was more concerned with 
Russians than Martians. There was no 
corporate interest or belief in UFOs as 
extraterrestrial craft. It was simply the 
standard military philosophy that you 
need to keep a watchful eye on your 
airspace, and ensure that, to the best of 
your ability, you are able to identify 
any craft operating within your air 
defence region.  

Government, the civil service and the 
military are naturally conservative 
organisations, and this mindset made it 
difficult for the Establishment to 
respond in any meaningful way to  

emerging speculation from ufologists, 
some of whom were arguing that UFOs 
were extraterrestrial in origin. Naturally 
conservative desk officers found such 
speculation difficult, and tended to 
ignore anything they couldn’t explain. 
To illustrate this point it is interesting 
to note that the aforementioned Air 
Ministry letter to Winston Churchill 
failed to even make mention of Foo 
Fighters - strange balls of light that had 
been seen by Allied and Axis pilots 
during the Second World War. Had 
Churchill been deliberately kept in the 
dark, or was the omission indicative of 
nothing more sinister than the closed 
minded attitude of the Air Ministry?  

A letter dated 24 June 1965 gave a 
further insight into the true attitude of 
the British Government. In a reply to 
the US Department of the Air Force the 
Ministry of Defence explained that 
their policy was “ … to play down the 
subject of UFOs and to avoid attaching 
undue attention or publicity to it.”. The 
whole tone of the letter betrayed the 
fact that the Ministry clearly regarded 
the subject as a waste of time.  

Files now available for viewing at the 
Public Record Office in Kew shed 
fu r the r  l i gh t  on  the  Br i t i sh 
Government’s policy and opinions on 
UFOs. On the one hand, it is clear that 
the re  have  been  some qu i te 
extraordinary UFO incidents in British 
airspace. The files detail numerous 
incidents where UFOs were seen by 
military witnesses and detected on 
radar. They tell of several incidents 
where RAF jets were scrambled in 
unsuccessful attempts to intercept 
UFOs.  

The Ministry have acknowledged for 
decades that UFO reports such as these 
defy explanation. Some 10% of 
sightings remain unexplained, even 
after a rigorous investigation. The 
problem is that these same files - some 
of which were previously classified 
Secret - strongly suggest that no further 
action is taken once an investigation 
has been completed. This applies even 
to cases of attempted interception. All 
this points to an attitude of indifference 
or incompetence, as opposed to 
anything more sinister. Of course, the 
Ministry is in a no-win situation, and 
die-hard conspiracy theorists will 
always interpret the facts in ways that 
support their own viewpoint.  

Author, journalist and TV 
personality Nick Pope 
used to run the British 
Government's UFO 
project at the Ministry of 
Defence. Initially 
sceptical, his research 
and investigation into the 
UFO phenomenon and 
access to classified 
government files on the 
subject soon convinced 
him that the phenomenon 
raised important defence 
and national security 
issues, especially when 
the witnesses were 
military pilots, or where 
UFOs were tracked on 
radar.  
 
While working on the 
MoD's UFO project Nick 
Pope also looked into 
alien abductions, crop 
circles, animal 
mutilations, remote 
viewing and ghosts. He is 
now recognised as a 
leading authority on 
UFOs, the unexplained 
and conspiracy theories. 
He does extensive media 
work, lectures all around 
the world and has acted 
as presenter, consultant 
or contributor on 
numerous TV and radio 
shows. 

Nick Pope details the British Government’s policy and                                    
knowledge  in relation to UFOs, and examines the evidence for a cover-up. 

UFOs - Conspiracy or Indifference?
By Nick Pope
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In this way, entirely innocent events are 
twisted into something that fits in with 
what seems to be an almost 
psychological need to believe in a cover
-up: UFO documents withheld under 
the standard thirty year rule that applies 
to all Government papers are described 
as being “suppressed”; the media’s 
refusal to give airtime to various 
crackpot UFO stories is attributed to the 
use of a D-Notice, and Air Ministry 
officials who in years gone by paid the 
occasional visit to UFO witnesses in 
order to elicit further information about 
particularly interesting cases are 
portrayed as sinister Men in Black!  

But let us return to the incident 
discussed in the opening paragraph. 
What happened to the report submitted 
by the pilots whose Tornado fast jets 
were casually overtaken by a UFO? 
The answer is that the signal was 
simply placed on file in Secretariat (Air 
Staff)2a - the MoD division charged 
with investigating UFO reports. Object 
unexplained - case closed. This lack of 
follow-up action was exactly what 
happened in the aftermath of the 
Rendlesham Forest UFO incident in 
December 1980.  

Lt Col Charles Halt submitted a report 
to the Ministry about UFO activity near 
the two military bases of RAF 
Bentwaters and RAF Woodbridge. The 
report (dated 13 January 1981) told of 
how abnormally high radiation readings 
were taken from a site where a small, 
metallic UFO was seen to land. The 
Ministry of Defence never even 
acknowledged Halt’s memorandum!  

The official Ministry of Defence policy 
on UFO sightings is to examine them 
for evidence of any threat to the United 
Kingdom. It seems clear that if such 
examinations occur at all, they are 
cursory affairs, carried out with 
extreme reluctance. Many ufologists 
believe the Ministry of Defence should 
be taken to task for its stance on the 
subject, but increasingly, the complaint 
is not one of conspiracy. Some 
ufologists are concerned not that the 
Ministry knows too much, but that it 
knows too little. 

A cover-up would be deplorable, they 
say; but having your head in the sand 
because of the ignorance or prejudice of 
a few officials is far worse.  

The Ministry of Defence has produced 
a form on which people should record 
the details of their sighting. The 
information requested includes the date, 
time and location of the encounter, 
together with a description of the 
object, and observations about the 
meteorological conditions at the time of 
the incident. These forms should be 
held by every RAF base, police station 
and civil airport in the country, as these 
are the sorts of places that receive UFO 
reports from the public.  

The completed forms are then sent to 
Secretariat (Air Staff)2a at Ministry of 
Defence Main Building in Whitehall. 
They should investigate each sighting, 
in the first instance by trying to 
correlate it with aircraft activity, 
a s t ronomical  event s  o r  o the r 
conventional objects or phenomena. 
Sec(AS)2a are assisted in these 
investigations by specialist divisions 
who offer help and advice on matters 
such as radar evidence or satellite 
activity. Out of the several hundred 
reports received each year, 95% can be 
explained.  

There are several ways that people can 
get hold of official information about 
UFOs. The simplest way is to write to 
Sec(AS)2a at the MoD, and put your 
questions to them. A general enquiry 
about UFOs will elicit a standard reply, 
bu t  under  ru les  about  Open 
Government specific questions should 
receive specific answers, where the 
information is available.  

Another option is to pay a visit to the 
Public Record Office at Kew. Under 
the Public Record Acts files where the 
most recent paper is more than thirty 
years old are opened to the public. 
There are currently around a dozen 
UFO files which can be inspected, and 
these detail some interesting sightings 
from the Fifties and Sixties. They also 
give an invaluable insight into the way 
in which these cases were handled at 
the time.  

Some ufologists are forging links with 
their local Members of Parliament, and 
asking them to table formal, written 
Parliamentary Questions about UFOs. 
There have been over thirty such 
questions tabled in the last year or so, 
and MPs do seem to be becoming 
increasingly aware of the serious 
defence and national security issues at 
stake.  

The final piece in the puzzle may be 
provided by the introduction of a 
Freedom of Information Act. 

The Government has a commitment to 
introduce this legislation, and although 
this will take at least two years, it 
should mean that the public can gain 
access to much more UFO information 
than is currently the case.  

Conspiracy theorists are obsessed with 
the idea that a number of military 
installations in the United kingdom are 
involved in secret UFO research. The 
base most frequently associated with 
such stories is RAF Rudloe Manor in 
Wiltshire. This was first drawn to the 
attention of ufologists in Timothy 
Good’s book Above Top Secret, which 
explained how he was picked up by the 
MoD police whilst walking around the 
perimeter of the base. Later, he 
encouraged Ralph Noyes, former Head 
of DS8 - the forerunner of Sec(AS)2a - 
to telephone details of a UFO report to 
the base, to see if they would accept it. 
They did.  

Sceptics have pointed out that in view 
of the fact that military bases have 
frequently been targeted by terrorists, 
there is nothing unusual about the 
police taking a close interest in 
anybody with a camera who is loitering 
suspiciously around an RAF base. They 
also point out that as all military bases 
should have the MoD’s standard UFO 
reporting form, there is nothing unusual 
in the fact that staff at Rudloe Manor 
were prepared to take details of a 
sighting.  

While RAF Rudloe Manor have now 
confirmed that they had previously 
been involved in the subject, they state 
that this was only in a co-ordinating 
role. The reports were simply 
forwarded to Sec(AS)2a, and no further 
action was taken.  

On 1st December 2009 the Ministry of 
Defence terminated its UFO project. 
After over 50 years of investigating the 
phenomenon, the plug was pulled in a 
most unceremonious way.  

The news was slipped out in a way 
designed not to attract attention, by 
making an amendment to an existing 
document  in the Freedom of 
Information section of the MoD 
website, entitled "How to report a UFO 
sighting".  

My only hope is that – away from the 
public gaze - sightings from pilots and 
uncorrelated targets tracked on radar 
will continue to be looked at, albeit 
outside of a formally constituted UFO 
project. But by cutting out the public, 
MoD will only add fuel to the fire 
among conspiracy theorists. 

In my opinion, one of the greatest 
mysteries of the modern era is now 
much less likely to be resolved... 

Milton Torres 
 

A case from the second 
batch of released UK 

Government UFO reports 
that I have discussed in 

my various media 
interviews was that of 

Milton Torres, a United 
States Air Force pilot 

who stated that on 20th 
May 1957 (in fact, the 

date is the subject of 
some confusion/debate) 
he was ordered to open 
fire on a UFO that was 
being tracked on radar. 

He was based at RAF 
Manston in Kent and was 
scrambled to intercept a 

UFO that had been 
tracked over Kent. He 

claims that he came 
within seconds of firing 
off a salvo of 24 rockets 

when the UFO 
accelerated away at a 

speed of around Mach 10. 
Torres stated that he was 

subsequently warned to 
stay silent about the 

incident and only 
mentioned it years 

afterwards, at a reunion. 
While Torres has gone on 

the record and given a 
number of media 

interviews, following the 
release of the documents 
from the MoD files, most 
people have not realised 

that the account in the 
MoD file is not an official 

USAF or MoD witness 
statement. It is a 

transcript of an interview 
with Torres, undertaken 
years after the event and 
forwarded to MoD by a 
ufologist. The ufologist 

then speculated that the 
incident was part of some 

secret test, which is 
patently false, as such 

tests would be conducted 
in the restricted airspace 

of various ranges over the 
sea. Needless to say, one 

does not conduct tests 
involving the potential 
firing of live weapons 

over the mainland UK! 
Torres is clearly an 

honourable man, 
recalling a difficult and 

potentially life 
threatening mission. But I 

would suggest that 
ufologists need to track 

down the original 
paperwork if they are to 
get to the bottom of this 

incident. Torres is not the 
only pilot to have been 
ordered to open fire on 
UFOs. General Parviz 
Jafari (Iran, 1976) and 

Comandante Huertas 
(Peru, 1980) were placed 

in similar positions and 
their stories, in their own 

words, can be found on 
the Coalition for 

Freedom of Information 
website. Check out 

www.freedomofinfo.org 
for further details. 

UFOs - Conspiracy or Indifference? 
By Nick Pope 
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 Flagging Down a Luna Hoax
By Peter Rakobowchuk

Did all the manned U.S. lunar landings between July 1969 and December 1972 actually take place or were they hoaxes? A Canadian book publisher has taken a closer look at 
images acquired by the Apollo 14 astronauts just before they left the moon 40 years ago. What Robert Godwin uncovered will probably provide more ammunition for those who 
doubt a U.S. astronaut ever set foot on Earth's celestial neighbour. Apollo 11 astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin are credited with being the first humans to set foot on the 
moon, on July 20, 1969. One frequently used argument is that video of the Stars and Stripes planted on lunar soil appears to show the flags blowing in the wind — even though 
there's no atmosphere on the moon. Godwin says two frames of film taken from the Apollo 14 lunar lander in February 1971 may lead some people to believe that's true. In one 
frame, the American flag is pointed to the right, while in another frame, it's pointing in another direction — to the left. Godwin, 53, says he was drawn to Apollo 14 after viewing 
high-resolution images of that landing site which were taken recently by a lunar reconnaissance satellite. "I've watched every scrap of film, every scrap of video and looked at 
every single photograph I got from NASA," he told The Canadian Press in an interview from Toronto. 

That amounts to about 40,000 still pictures and "many, many hours of film footage" — and all TV footage from Apollo 11 through Apollo 17. (The Apollo 13 mission had to be 
aborted before the spacecraft reached the moon). He tried to stitch together a composite picture to show the entire view out the window of "Antares", the Apollo 14 lunar lander, 
using some photos. Godwin said one still image was missing — but, fortunately, the astronauts had filmed it with a movie camera from almost exactly the same location. "So I 
went to grab the final part of the missing panorama from the 16-millimetre movie and in the process of doing that I realized there was this interesting disparity between frames on 
the 16-millimetre film," he told The Canadian Press. 

"My first reaction was: 'What's going on here? How is it possible that the flag can turn around 120 degrees?'." Godwin says he also noticed that the shadow of the big antenna that 
astronauts Alan Shepard and Edgar Mitchell used to communicate with Earth disappeared from one frame to the next. "That's a pretty big thing to have disappear," said Godwin, 
who has written or edited more than 100 books and is the founder of Apogee Books. Godwin says that on further investigation, he discovered that the American flag had also been 
flipped around on the Apollo 12 mission; And that's when his concerns about the flapping flag were put to rest. "In fact, it had happened on Apollo 12, that 55 minutes before liftoff, 
part of their procedure was to test-fire the thrusters on the lunar module," he said. "That's basically a pretty big rocket engine — just above where the flag is located — and when 
they did that, it blew over the antenna that was communicating with the Earth and it rotated the flag about 120 degrees." 

The same thing happened with the Apollo 14 thrusters. Godwin adds that the small rockets were powerful enough to set off a seismometer which was set up about a quarter of a 
mile away. Bart Sibrel, a Nashville, Tenn., filmmaker, has remained skeptical about the American boast that they landed men on the moon. He even documents his arguments in a 
2001 video called: "A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Moon," which is available on the Internet. Among other claims, the video wonders how the lunar-bound 
astronauts could have survived travelling through the dangerous Van Allen radiation belt which circles the Earth. Sibrel and a camera crew confronted many of the lunar astronauts 
after they returned to Earth, demanding they admit the landings were faked. He was punched in the face when he went after Aldrin, but a U.S. judge later dismissed the assault 
charge against the astronaut. The conspiracy theorist was contacted twice by The Canadian Press, but did not respond when asked to comment on the Apollo 14 flag images. But 
Godwin says he has answers to the questions raised by the non-believers. He dismisses claims that fans on a movie set were making the flags move, arguing the banners were 
set in motion by the astronauts who planted them into the lunar surface. 

"There's a spring inside that flag (and) when you let go of the pole and stop shaking it, the spring has momentum and the flag itself has momentum," he explained. "It continues to 
wobble until that momentum has been dispersed”. "There's no air to stop it from flapping so, in actual fact, the momentum will continue longer in a vacuum than it will in air."  

As for passing through the lethal Van Allen belt, Godwin says the astronauts just blasted through at the thinnest point. "If you were to stay in, it would kill if you stayed inside the 
belts for a week, but they didn't," he added. 

But his strongest argument is that all Apollo missions were tracked by the Jodrell Bank Observatory in England, a privately owned facility — and the Russians. "If anybody had a 
vested interest in saying it was faked, you'd think it was them," he said. "Even the Russians sent letters of congratulations saying: 'Well done'!" Godwin's current project is "New 
Horizons", a photo book featuring lunar panoramas from the Apollo missions. It will be released in July 2011... 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:  http://www.psychicandscience.co.uk 
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Wed 21st September, 7.30pm 

EMBASSY THEATRE, SKEGNESS 
Box Office 0845 674 0505 

www.embassytheatre.co.uk 
Tickets: £20.50 / £19.50 

 
Thu 22nd September, 7.30pm 

CIVIC THEATRE, DARLINGTON 
Box Office 01325 486 555 

www.darlington.gov.uk/leisure 
Tickets: £22  / £20 

 
Mon 26th September, 7.30pm 

THE POMEGRANATE, CHESTERFIELD 
Box Office 01246 345 222 

www.chesterfieldvenues.co.uk 
Tickets: £22  / £20 

 
Wed 28th September, 7.30pm 

THE BROADWAY THEATRE, PETERBOROUGH 
Box Office 0844 850 0850 

www.thebroadwaytheatre.co.uk 
Tickets: £22 / £20 

 
Thu 29th September, 7.30pm 
THE GRAND, LANCASTER 

Box Office 01524 646 95 
www.lancastergrand.co.uk 
Tickets: £19.50 / £18.50 

 
Wed 5th October, 7.30pm 

PRINCES HALL, ALDERSHOT 
Box Office 01252 329 155 

www.princeshall.com 
Tickets: £18.50 / £17.50 

 
Tue 11th October, 7.30pm 

THE PALACE THEATRE, MANSFIELD 
Box Office 01623 633 133 

www.mansfield.gov.uk/palacetheatre 
Tickets: £19 / £18 

 
Wed 12th October, 7.30pm 
BUXTON OPERA HOUSE 
Box Office 0845 127 2190 

www.buxtonoperahouse.org.uk 
Tickets: £20 / £18 

Thu 13th October, 7.30pm 
PAVILION THEATRE, BOURNEMOUTH 

Box Office 08445 763 000 
www.bic.co.uk 

Tickets: £22 / £20 
 

Wed 19th October, 7.30pm 
THE BELGRADE, COVENTRY 

Box Office 0247 655 3055 
www.belgrade.co.uk 

Tickets: £22.50, £19.25, £16.25 
 

Thu 20th October, 7.30pm 
THE OAKENGATES, TELFORD 

Box Office 01952 382 382 
www.oakengates.ws 

Ticket Price: £19.50 / £18.50 
 

Sun 23rd October, 7.30pm 
ASHCROFT THEATRE, CROYDON 

Box Office 020 8688 9291 
www.fairfield.co.uk 

Ticket Price: £22 / £20 
 

Wed 26th October, 8pm 
WYLLYOTTS THEATRE, POTTERS BAR 

Box Office 01707 645005 
www.hertsmereleisure.co.uk 
Ticket Price: £18 / £17 / £16 

 
Tue 1st November, 7.30pm 

WOODVILLE HALLS, GRAVESEND 
Box Office 01474 337774 
www.gravesham.gov.uk 
Ticket Price: £21 / £18 

 
Wed 9th November, 7.30pm 
CITY HALLS, SALISBURY 
Box Office 01722 434434 

www.cityhallsalisbury.co.uk 
Ticket Price: £21 / £19 Concessions apply 

 
Thu 10th November, 7.30pm 

PAVILION THEATRE, WORTHING 
Box Office 01903 206206 

www.worthingtheatres.co.uk 
Ticket Price: £22 / £20 

 
 
 

Do not 
attend if 

you are of 
a sensitive 
disposition 
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INVESTIGATING THE 
ANOMALIES 

MYSTERIES FROM BEHIND THE FORMER 
IRON CURTAIN 

 
EDITED BY VLADIMIR V. RUBTSOV Ph.D. 

Mikhail Gershtein (Author), Yuly Platov 
(Author), Lev Gindilis (Author), Yury 

Morozov (Author), Matest Agrest (Author), 
Valentin Fomenko (Author), Nikolay 
Vasilyev (Author), Victor Zhuravlev 

(Author), Vladimir Rubtsov (Author, Editor) 
 

E-Book PDF Novel. 
Available at Amazon for just £7.11 

GET YOURS NOW! 
 

 

 

PARANORMAL 
MAGAZINE 

 
 

THE RIPPER 
MESSAGES FROM THE 

DEAD 
EXORCISING THE 
HERETIC KING 

DEMONS – THE REAL 
SILVER SURPHERS 
AND MUCH MORE 

 
 
 

OUT NOW! 
WWW.PARANORMALMAGAZINE.CO.UK 

Steve Mera takes you on another journey into the world of the Strange and 
Profound. This book contains a number of investigations Stephen has 
carried out as well as concise information pertaining to investigation 
techniques and details of some of the many things that have been  
reported to him throughout 25 years of investigating... 
 
Available at Blurb.com for just £6.95 

 

MAPIT FACEBBOK GROUP 
SEP FACEBOOK GROUP 

UPIA FACEBOOK GROUP 
PARANORMAL NEWS 

PHENOMENA MAGAZINE 

 

Established for the serious study of anomalous phenomena the                                 
Unknown Phenomena Investigation Association were founded in 1998                     
to research, investigate and evaluate all disciplines of the paranormal genre. 

This blog has been developed to offer interested parties a honest and unbiased 
account of modern day paranormal investigation, Analysis of media reports and 
images and re-education regarding the likes of the 2012 reports. It is also 
hoped we may change the mindset of most modern day paranormal 
investigators, and fans of Media driven paranormal tv shows, that all is not as it 
seems. Natural, medical, physiological, psychological and other areas of known 
means can result in most reported Paranormal and UFOlogical instances and 
general media influenced being not as correct as first thought. 

 

Please indulge yourself  and offer this blog to other interested individuals... 



What is a Ghost? - A Personal Viewpoint 
By Robert Young BSc. 

It is thought that if ghosts are of the 
dead and the soul survives bodily death, 
how does that account for technological 
apparitions? What about apparitions of 
cars, buses and planes? Not to mention 
phantom ships. If ghosts are of the 
deceased and are intelligent entities, 
then surely they would want to make 
themselves known regular to many a 
frustrated paranormal investigator who 
spends hours upon hours looking for 
evidence to suggest that ghosts truly 
exist and possible appear to them when 
asked? If I was a ghost that’s been 
around for four hundred years, I would 
like someone to talk too and let them 
know I still exist! Or perhaps it does 
not work that way, it is a bit of a 
pessimistic view at looking at it, but it 
is true. 
 
During my investigations at many of 
Britain’s alleged most famous haunted 
buildings I have found many of them to 
provide little evidence that they are 
haunted by intelligent spirits. So it 
could be that being in the right place 
and right time at one of these locations, 
whilst conducting an investigation, that 
the ’replay effect’ suddenly activates 
and is then witnessed by paranormal 
investigators. Of course, such on site 
investigations rarely last longer than 24 
hours. I often think alleged mediums do 
not actually see and hear spirits but 
actually are receptive enough to pick up 
on the stored information contained 
within the building such as visual and 
audio information. 
 
Psychometrists alleged powers, 
(Psy ch ics  who ga in  persona l 
information from hand held objects), 
may also work in the way a replay 
haunting does. It is known that 
everything that we touch, we tend to 
leave a mental imprint on. So, it could 
be that the information being picked up 
on is already there; Or there could be 
another well known theory, that of 
timeslips! But that will be for another 
future article. Perhaps the past and 
present just manage to merge with one 
another for brief moments, just like a 
record jumping, and we can briefly see 
people in their time! But whatever 
ghosts and apparitions are, and if they 
truly exist, they will continue to be 
mysterious as well as raising the odd 
eyebrow of the scientific community... 

whatsoever; it was if they were still 
walking home from a battle in their 
own time. As in the Treasurer’s House 
case, most apparitions which are seen 
often, pay no attention at all to the 
witnesses they are seen by. These 
apparitions seem to carry out a pre-
defined set of actions, time and time 
again. When there are ghosts which are 
seen to walk through walls in a building 
there is often found a wall which used 
to house a door in the past. Some 
apparitions are seen floating or gliding 
several feet  above the floor. it is later 
discovered that there probably was a 
former floor where the ghost was seen 
gliding, which either collapsed or had 
been taken down due to renovations.  

Most natural stone contains magnesium 
silicates (Silica) or more commonly 
known as Quartz, and has many 
applications in its uses, and silica is a 
substance used in CD’s, DVD’s, Vinyl 
and also the old Video Tapes, as well as 
in the microchips that are used in the 
machines that they are played back on.  
Silica used in these formats, helps store 
electronic information such as visual 
imagery and audio sound, so in theory 
it could be possible that building 
materials such as limestone and granite 
etc, can contain magnesium silicates 
and may actually store visual 
impressions of images and sounds, and 
that either a person being receptive, or 
under the right environmental 
conditions, the impression of that 
person from the past and sounds that 
they may have made, could be 
’replayed’, much like a DVD or CD.   

Perhaps a person under extreme anxiety 
or emotional content releases an 
enormous amount of energy which 
somehow the building or the location of 
the building has been built on, absorbs 
and stores that information only to be 
p layed back under  the  r ight 
environmental and atmospheric 
conditions. So in a true sense it really is 
a ghost! Again it is really only a theory 
and only anecdotal at best. For it to be a 
scientific theory it would need to be a 
testable hypothesis and unfortunately it 
is un-testable. The theory of ghosts and 
apparitions being ‘replays’ could well 
be wrong but it seems to fit many 
phenomenological characteristics in an 
apparitional experience. 
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Rob Young BSc. is a 
Parapsychologist and is the 
founder of The Office of 
Parapsychological Studies, 
based in Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire.  
 
For more information about 
the organisation or would like 
to contact Rob directly, please  
e-mail: 
  
Itstherob@hotmail.com 
http://www.parapsy.co.uk 

WHAT IS A GHOST? - A PERSONAL VIEWPOINT.   

The term ‘Ghost’ has literally haunted our imagination for hundreds if not thousands of years. But what exactly is a Ghost? Are they as 
most people believe, discarnate spirits of the dead? Recordings of images from the past? A slip in time? Or a psychological 
hallucination? As a sceptical Parapsychologist, people often ask me “Do you believe in ghosts?” the answer is: Yes! but I personally 
don’t believe that they are the spirits of the dead trying to make contact with the living. I do believe, if they exist, they are what is 
commonly known in Psychic Research as The Stone Tape Theory, or also known as a Residual Hauntings... 

The term ‘Stone Tape’ seemed to have 
been coined from a 1972 BBC 
dramatisation play called ‘The Stone 
Tape’. the story follows scientists who 
theorise that a rooms fabric stores the 
visual and auditory impressions of a 
ghost and then replays inside the heads 
of receptive individuals. In the 1970’s, 
a well known psychic researcher by the 
name of Tom Lethbridge who was born 
in Cornwall believed in the Stone Tape 
Theory, he also had many ideas about 
the ancient art of divination. Most of 
Lethbridge’s idea’s were based on his 
own personal experiences.  

The theory suggests that images and 
sounds are somehow ‘unknown to 
science‘, recorded by the environment 
and at certain times and perhaps under 
certain atmospheric conditions, are 
played back from time to time to an 
often startled witness. It has also been 
alleged that a paranormal sound of a 
potter’s wheel has been recorded in 
ceramic grooves, much like an old LP 
record. Another classic case that is 
recorded in the journals of psychic 
research is that of Harry Martindale 
who in 1953, whilst working as a 
young apprentice plumber in the cellar 
of Treasurer‘s House in York, 
witnessed a battalion of Roman 
Legionnaires walk through the cellar! 
Young Harry noticed that the Roman 
legionnaires could only be seen from 
the knees up. The cellar floor was later 
excavated and what was found a foot 
below the cellar floor was the remains 
of an old Roman road. Harry also noted 
that they paid no attention to him 

BY ROB YOUNG BSC. 
FOUNDER OF THE OFFICE OF PARAPSYCHOLOGICAL STUDIES.  



imaging to study a group of Tibetan 
Buddhist monks as they meditated for 
approximately one hour. When they 
reached a transcendental high, they 
were asked to pull a cord releasing an 
injection of a radioactive tracer. The 
scientists mapped how the dye moved 
to active parts of the brain during deep 
meditation with those of a during deep 
meditation with those of a normal 
waking state.  Dr Newberg explained 
his findings thus: "There was an 
increase in activity in the front part of 
the brain, the area that is activated 
when anyone focuses attention on a 
particular task". In addition, a notable 
decrease in activity in the back part of 
the brain, or parietal lobe, recognised as 
the area responsible for orientation, 
reinforced the general suggestion that 
meditation leads to a lack of spatial 
awareness. Dr Newberg explained: 
"During meditation, people have a loss 
of the sense of self and frequently 
experience a sense of no space and time 
and that was exactly what we saw."  In 
addition, Newberg found subtle 
differences in the baseline state of the 
brain in the Tibetan meditators.  

This raises an interesting question 
regarding whether their brains have 
changed because of practicing 
meditation for 20 years or whether their 
brains have always been that way, and 
that is why meditation is so effective 
for them. Researchers at the University 
of California in San Francisco Medical 
Centre have found the practise of 
Buddhism can tame the amygdala, an 
area of the brain which is central to fear 
memory. They discovered that 
experienced Buddhists, who meditate 
regularly, were less likely to be 
shocked, flustered, surprised or as 
angry compared to control groups. In a 
separate study, conducted by Chinese 
undergraduate students, the stress 
hormone cortisol was found to be 
lowered after only five days, during 
which a group of students meditated 
once a day for twenty minutes. The 
researchers also assessed mood states 
and found improvements in scores 
assessing anxiety, depression, conflict 
transformation, anger and fatigue. 
Although only using a small group of 
eighty volunteers in experimental or 
control groups, the tests were well 
conducted and the assessor’s results 
blinded during the scoring process. 

Scientists at the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison examined brain 
activity in a group of experienced 
Buddhists and found enhanced activity 
in the left prefrontal lobes. These areas 
were unusually active compared to the 
average subject and not just during 

includes no spiritual practices as part of 
it’s routine, is equally effective.  
This shows that the religious aspect 
often applied to meditation serves as 
nothing other than a means of focus for 
the practitioner i.e. it is not at all 
essential to have a religious belief in 
order to benefit from meditation. 
However, using a spiritual belief as a 
means of focus can produce stronger 
effects. In 2005, a team at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston, compared a group of 
meditators with mixed experience 
against 15 non-meditators.  

Using MRI scans it was found that 
meditation actually increases the 
thickness of the cortex in areas 
involved in attention and sensory 
processing, such as the prefrontal 
cortex and the right anterior insula. 
These areas appear to be “exercised” 
during meditation and their size 
increases - similar to a muscle 
increasing in size during physical 
exercise. The finding compares with 
studies showing that accomplished 
musicians, athletes and linguists all 
have thickening in relevant areas of the 
cortex. The growth of the cortex is not 
due to the growth of new neurons but 
results from wider blood vessels, more 
supporting structures such as glia and 
astrocytes, and increased branching and 
connections.  
 
Andrew Newberg, a radiologist at the 
University of Pennsylvania used brain 

What is Meditation? 

Meditation refers to any of a family 
of practices in which the practitioner 
trains his or her mind or self-induces 
a mode of consciousness in order to 
realise some benefit. 

Meditation is generally an internal, 
personal practice and done without 
any external involvement, except 
perhaps prayer beads to count 
prayers, though many practitioners of 
meditation may rely on external 
objects such as candle flames as 
points on which to focus their 
attention as an aid to the process. 
Meditation often involves invoking or 
cultivating a feeling or internal state, 
such as compassion, or attending to a 
specific focal point. The term can 
refer to the state itself, as well as to 
practices or techniques employed to 
cultivate the state. 

Meditation, contemplation, or focusing 
the mind has been practiced for several 
thousand years. Hinduism and the 
Vedic religions confirm this and it may 
well have been practised as part of the 
rituals of the Bronze Age Indus Valley 
Civilization. Certainly it is part of the 
practices of almost all religions in some 
form and is particularly important in 
Eastern faiths such as Hinduism, Yoga, 
Taoism, Krishna Consciousness and the 
many forms of Buddhism. It has been 
integrated into other religions including 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism and 
embraced by New Age spiritual 
practices, gathering particular fame and 
popularity in the 1960’s throughout the 
West largely due to The Beatles and 
their association with the Maharishi 
Mahesh Yogi and Transcendental 
Meditation.  
 
The benefits reported by practitioners 
are great and cover a range of claims 
f r o m  a i d i n g  r e l a x a t i o n  a n d 
concentration, reducing stress, lowering 
blood pressure and other medical 
benefits to the more outlandish claims 
of enabling eternal life and achieving 
flight. These claims have aroused the 
interest of the Scientific community 
and many studies have been undertaken 
in order to understand better the true 
effects of meditation. It is a pity that so 
many of these studies have been 
associated with Transcendental 
Meditation® which has a strongly 
commercial and political structure 
making the objectivity of many of the 
studies difficult to believe. 
 
However, the body of serious scientific 
evidence is beginning to build and 
modern techniques such as MRI 
(Magnetic Resonance Imaging) scans 
have been used to measure the physical 
and psychological effects produced by 
m e d i t a t i o n .  U s i n g  C l i n i c a l l y 
Standardized Meditation (CSM), a 
“bare bones” form of meditation that 

A Short Meditation upon Meditation 

A Short Meditation upon Meditation 
By Steven Edward Markham 
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conflict situations, stress, anxiety and 
panic when confronted with emotional 
situations. The experienced meditator 
can use the prefrontal cortex to limit the 
kneejerk reaction of the amygdala and 
often divert the brain’s responses to 
more positive feelings. In addition to 
these effects on the brain, meditation 
has also been measured using EEG 
(electroencephalography). It has shown 
that, during meditation, brainwave 
activity moves through the “Alpha” 
state which is linked to relaxation and 
creative visualisation and, as the 
meditative state deepens, the Theta 
state" where brain activity slows almost 
to the point of sleep. Theta brings 
forward heightened receptivity, and 
dreamlike imagery. This state can also 
produce a sensation of "floating".  

In these brain states, it is possible that 
here is the link to claims of Yogic 
Flying. In conclusion, the measurable 
effects of meditation can be shown to 
bring many positive states to the 
individual. Meditation is a practice that 
can have great benefits to an individual 
whether embraced as part of daily life 
or as part of spiritual practices... 

The prefrontal cortex analyzes data but 
it takes time to make decisions. The 
amygdala, being evolutionary older, 
works in a more primitive manner 
making snap judgements and strong 
responses including the classic “fight or 
flight” response. In behaving in this 
kneejerk way the amygdala can cry 
wolf and misjudge situations. In 
modern society, this can easily lead to  

meditation. The left prefrontal lobes are 
associated with positive emotions, self-
control and temperament. One 
hypothesis is that meditation and 
Buddhist practice has physically altered 
the brain and produced a positive state. 
It is without doubt that these 
practitioners were truly happy and calm 
and not just appearing so. There is real 
evidence that the practice of meditation 
can be greatly beneficial and is more 
effective than other stress relieving 
techniques. Its use alongside traditional 
medical treatment has also shown 
effectiveness in the treatment of 
Hypertension, Insomnia, Addictive 
Behaviour, Angina Pectoris and 
Diabetes and many other medical 
conditions. 

Goleman & Bennett-Goleman, have 
suggested that meditation works 
because of the relationship between the 
amygdala and the prefrontal cortex. 
Simply put, the amygdala is the part of 
the brain that decides if we should get 
angry or anxious (among other things), 
and the prefrontal cortex is the part that 
inhibits our responses or makes us stop 
and think. 

A Short Meditation upon Meditation 
By Steven Edward Markham 
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DON’T MISS OUT 
ON THIS YEAR’S CONFERENCE 

2011 LAPIS CONFERENCE 
 

SAT 11TH/SUN 12TH JUNE 2011       UFOS-PARANORMAL-CRYPTOZOOLOGY 
THE CAROUSEL HOTEL, 663 - 671 NEW SOUTH PROMENADE, BLACKPOOL     

 
SATURDAY SPEAKERS 

 
JON RONSON (HOLLYWOOD FILM WRITER) 

Jon Ronson is a writer and documentary film maker. His books, Them: 
Adventures With Extremists and The Men Who Stare At Goats were 

international bestsellers. The Men Who Stare At Goats has been turned into a 
major motion picture starring George Clooney, Ewan McGregor, Kevin Spacey 

and Jeff Bridges.  
 

MALCOLM ROBINSON (UFO MAGAZINE EDITOR) 
Malcolm is assistant editor of UFO Matrix magazine. He has been interested in 
the strange world of UFOs and the paranormal for as long as he can remember 
and in 1979 formed Strange Phenomena Investigations (SPI). The aims of SPI 

are basically to collect, research and publish accounts relating to aspects of 
strange phenomena, and to try and come up with answers to what at present 

eludes us. 
 

PAUL VELLA (CRYPTOZOOLOGIST) 
Paul is an independent Forensic Computer Expert Witness by profession, 

specialising in criminal defence cases, but he also managed one of the world's 
most popular Bigfoot websites and co-hosts 'The Bigfoot Show' podcast. He's 
made several trips to the US over the years gathering evidence and is widely 

regarded as the most credible authority on the subject to be found this side of 
the Atlantic. 

 
TRYSTAN SWALE (CROP CIRCLE EXPERT) 

Trystan spent six years actively investigating Fortean phenomena with various 
groups in the south west of England and is making his debut at a LAPIS 

conference. He has delighted, amused and enraged a wide range of audiences - 
from The Ghost Club to Edinburgh Free Fringe - with his views on the 

paranormal and how we could all do with taking the time to consider where we 
invest our faith. 

 
JULIETTE GREGSON (GHOST HUNTER) 

Juliette was born and raised in sunny Blackpool and in her teens began to 
widen her outlook on life. Her current project is to compile evidence and 
conduct historical research on the "Ghosts of Blackpool". Juliette has also 

written for various magazines, local papers and the BBC. 
 

SATURDAY EVENING – “MEET THE SPEAKERS MEAL” 

LAPIS will be holding an informal buffet at the hotel starting at 8pm on 
Saturday Evening. Spend an enjoyable and relaxed Saturday evening in like 

minded company, munching a tasty buffet provided by one of Blackpool's best 
hotels. LAPIS is a "lantern friendly" group and everyone is welcome to bring a 

pack and let them off on the beach after dark. We will be informing the 
coastguard! 

 
SUNDAY SPEAKERS 

 
MIKE ORAM (ALIEN ABDUCTEE) 

Mike is yet another witness to the UFO's apparent ability to interact with human 
consciousness. Mike has had a lifetime of UFO experiences; first as a child in 
the 1950s then subsequently through his work as a UFO investigator from the 
late 1960s onwards. Mike wrote about his experiences in his highly acclaimed 

book - "Does It Rain In Other Dimensions?". It offers a microcosm of the whole 
UFO phenomenon spanning many decades - from childhood contacts in the 

1950s to sinister encounters at Area 51 in the 21st century. 
 

OLL LEWIS (CRYPTOZOOLOGIST) 
Oll Lewis is a Welsh cryptozoologist and Fortean who heads the Centre for 

Fortean Zoology's (CFZ) aquatic monster study group and is the organization's 
ecologist. He has been part of several expeditions and investigations, most 

notably Gambia, Windermere, Llangorse Lake and investigations into big cats in 
North Devon. He also writes a column on the CFZ's blog and is responsible for 
the CFZ's clippings archive and the day to day care of the CFZ's ever growing 

animal population. 
 

ROB WHITEHEAD (FORTEAN RESEARCHER) 
Rob was the chairman of LAPIS before heading back to County Durham back in 
2007. Rob has had an interest in all things weird and wonderful since seeing a 

UFO flying off the east coast back in the late 70s. 
 

HAYLEY STEVENS (GHOST HUNTER) 
Hayley Stevens is the founder of the British Anomalistic Research Society and 

been researching paranormal phenomena since 2005. Hayley has been 
described as intellectually sympathetic and a voice of reason when it comes to 

her work as a paranormal researcher. 
 

LAPIS cannot be held responsible for changes to the programme. Visit 
www.lapisufo.com for regular updates. For queries please contact 'Janet' on 

01253 890601 or email us on lapisufo@gmail.com. 

http://www.lapisufo.com/�
mailto:lapisufo@gmail.com�


 

UPIA Ghost meter review... 
 
Equipment reviews are never easy. Depending on the 
requirements of the individual user, you could say... an item 
needs to suit the needs, experience, knowledge and in this 
case, the necessary basic essentials of environmental 
monitoring. Toms Gadgets Ghost meter is probably the 
cheapest EMF meter available for the UK market. But 
remember, just because its cheap, doesn’t make it a 
worthwhile commodity. If you are serious about the subject 
I’d look at the higher priced meters available on their 
website. This aside, for anybody with a basic knowledge of 
electromagnetic fields, which most people in the subject 
don’t, then the ‘ Ghost Meter ‘ is a useful tool.  
 
An easy to read scale offers a decent none digital readout, along with a lit area which, when 
measuring fluctuations in the field, offers a constant red flashing. A volume control gives a 
sound level for a warble, again activated by EMF fluctuations. Mostly this, I set to off, as it 
annoyed me. Still for the hard of hearing, or if situated in a sealed area, this can give 
notification to the user. The meter itself is useful. I was able to tell if my kettle was on, and 
other obvious, noticeable EM fields. This is a good thing, to the opposite, unobvious EMF’s 
are virtually undetectable. Don’t be deceived by the Ghost meter name, if ghosts exist, they 
are not likely to emit EMF, nor are they likely to disrupt a known EM field.  

 
The EMF is however, likely to affect an individual directly, 
causing possible paranormal like effects to be reported. ‘The 
Ghost Meter’ offers a first step into recognising high localised 
EMF, and at its cheap price is a user friendly way of monitoring 
the environment, if on a strict budget, or before acquiring a 
superior meter to achieve enhanced results. The Tom's gadgets 
ghost meter may be just what the hobbying paranormal 
enthusiast who are on a budget have been waiting for. We are 
continuing to trial the ‘Ghost meter’ in live on site 
investigations. 
 
Dave Sadler - UPIA 
Toms Gadgets: ........ 

A TV SHOW 
NOT TO MISS! 
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