
 



EDITORIAL 
Its a time of changes. Currently I am relocating the MAPIT Head Office and 
details will be up on the website shortly. Also, been involved in a number of 

investigations. I am Currently working closely with Bury City Council in regards 
alleged paranormal disturbances in one of their homes as well as looking into 

strange paranormal ocurrences at a house in Reddish, Stockport, where alleged 
apparitions of children have been seen. The National Geographic Channel will 

shortly be showing the TV series (Wild Case Files) in which I assisted. Look out 
for the Star Jelly and Bird Deaths Episodes. I will be attending the online radio 
show in association with (Keeping The Paranormal Friendly) on June 6th from 

8.00pm till 10.00pm as well as attending the June 30th ET Conference in 
Liverpool. Finally... Don’t forget to tune in to Planet X Radio Show on City Talk 

105.9fm, every Sunday evening from 8.00pm till 10.00pm. This coming Sunday. 
Stan Deyo, UFO Lecturer will be our special guest. 

 

SUB-EDITORIAL 
Good lord, life has smiled on me the last month, from a tired nightshift worker 

with no time on his hands, to a new shift, when I’ve hardly been at work! 
So, I’ve put my mysterious world boots on and knuckled down. I won’t bore 

you, but I will ask you to look at the following locations yourself. 
Rowtor Rocks, Birchover Hermits Cave ( with its 700 year old crucifixion 

carving) The nine gray ladies, The nine ladies and Stanton Moor, Cressington 
Haunted Mill, The Chatsworth estate, the Monsal Trail and Tideswell Church, all 

of which are in Derbyshire. Having seen some awesome archaeology, 
architecture, natural beauty and even finding a deer’s hind leg in a tree (at a 

location with a history of big cat reports) I’ve had a great time.  
 

Make sure you peruse these sites, and if you would like any pointers or more information, please 
contact me. Much more is planned by the way. On Wednesday 6th June at around 5.00am, I will 
be sited on Mam Tor, near Castleton, viewing the transient of Venus. I also plan to visit many of 

the air wreckage sites throughout the area and recommence several projects. Including the 
Longdendale Lights. At the very least, I’ll have plenty of articles to add in the near future. I 

would have already, but my camera died, and my new fangled phone and I just don’t get on!!! 
 

www.paranormalreview.org.uk 
  
'The Paranormal Review' has been developed to offer a direct location where all book, DVD and 

equipment reviews from the world of the paranormal and its related subjects will appear. 
Related matter will not be the only subjects reviewed and promoted. We would also like to offer 
reviews for History and Archaeology as well as the paranormal sphere. Mysteries, UFO related, 

Cryptozoological, Exopolitics, Esoterical, Beliefs, Ancient Earth, Conspiracy theories, The Occult, 
Witchcraft, Demonology, Ghosts, Haunting, Poltergeists, Crop Circle Phenomena, Alien 
Abduction, Alien Interaction, ESP (Extra Sensory Perception), Time Slips, Missing Time 

Incidents, Secret Experiments, Secret Facilities, Spontaneous Human Combustion, Astronomy, 
Animal Mutilations, Spirituality, Near Death Experiences and much more....   

And don’t forget. The same subjects are offered in this very magazine, so lots of areas for 
interested authors to submit their articles.    

A special thanks to all our contributors. If you would like to contribute yourself, please contact 
Phenomena Magazine at:                 

 

                                              

Also... Tune into Planet X Radio Show on City Talk 105.9fm every Sunday evening from 8.00pm 
to 10.00pm. Featuring guest speakers on all subjects of the strange, profound and unexplained. 

Join Neal Atkinson, Dan the Man and Planet Expert Steve Mera. Visit the Planet X Facebook 
Page, Follow us on Twitter and listen to the show live at: 
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 Ghosts & UFOs 
By Alan Bates. 

From my early childhood I can 
recollect memories of “strange goings 
on” and the stories I now reveal are first 
hand true family encounters with no 
exaggeration of any experiences.  
 
It would be very easy for me to write a 
book, never mind a chapter, on ghosts 
and the paranormal; however for the 
purpose of this book I am limiting the 
stories to family experiences only. My 
Mother and Father also witnessed my 
earliest ghostly encounter along with 
my younger brother Gary; I was aged 
about four years. 
 
I became very interested in Psychic 
Mediums and visited many of credit 
including Lee Carol, Billy Roberts, 
Gary Dakin, Mrs Hargreaves, Gwen 
Harrison, Ken Davies, Liverpool May 
and Derek Acorah. Derek Acorah and I 
set up a very successful touring show 
called the “Paranormal Experience”, to 
which I have dedicated a separate 
chapter. 
 
During a private reading with Ken 
Davies from Chester I was told that I 
would write a book but the interesting 
point is this backs up what I was told 
by another medium, Ian Pittman from 
Wallasey. I was taking part in a live 
programme with Radio City in 
Liverpool on Halloween in 1999 along 
with the High Priest Witch of 
Liverpool.  
 
After the programme ended I asked Ian 
if he could pick up on any vibes from 
me and he said, “Alan you are going to 
write a book”. The information that I 
have received from these special people 
has proved to me the existence of a 
force that we really do not completely 
understand but yet fascinates mankind. 
 
Up until the early nineteen nineties I 
was very afraid of anything that went 
bump in the night but as time has 
passed I have mentally matured to a 
point where now I actually enjoy 
haunting experiences. 
 
I am not personally afraid of dying and 
I have produced a highly detailed plan 
for my own funeral. I once met a Dutch 
undertaker whilst filming a television 
show in Malta in March 2002 and 
asked him, “With your personal 
experience of death what are your 
views on dying”.  
 
He simply replied, “Death is part of 
living”. If one looks deep into that 
answer you will see that the undertaker 
is correct, the dying process is very 
much part of our living experience. 

THE MAN ON THE STAIRS 
 
We were all seated having dinner at 84a 
Town Meadow Lane, Moreton, Wirral 
when all of a sudden all hell let loose in 
the hall just outside the kitchen; it was 
as if several children ran together 
shouting. This was not the only 
experience our family had in this house.  
On several occasions doors would open 
and close by themselves and one day 
Dad had arrived home early from work. 
He was sitting on the toilet reading the 
newspaper when he heard the sound of 
an old man climbing the stairs gasping 
for breath on each stair tread. Dad was 
the only person in the house and he 
rushed out of the bathroom in search of 
the intruder. It did not take long for 
Dad to come to his senses after 
searching the house, including the loft, 
and accept he was not the only person 
in the house with the exception the 
other person who was indeed a ghost! 
 
GHOSTLY RECEPTION 
 
When we moved to our next home in 
Carnsdale Road, Moreton, strange 
things started to happen beginning 
when Dad was working in the kitchen 
on his business paperwork. Dad was 
concentrating at the same time listening 
to some relaxing music when the radio 
he was listening to turned itself off on 
the volume switch. Dad thought that’s 
strange and switched it back on and 
carried on writing. One minute later the 
same thing happened, except that this 
time Dad was more consciously aware 
and he watched the volume control 
button switch itself off. I can remember 
dad joining us in the lounge scratching 
his head as he explained what had just 
happened. 
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THE DISAPPEARING BLACK 
CAT 
 
Several more unexplained strange 
things happened in our new home 
including the time that someone or 
something ran around the house 
banging on all the windows. In a flash 
Gary, Dad and myself were outside the 
house armed with cricket bats and 
pieces of three by two timber but not a 
soul was in sight. It would have been 
impossible to run off without us seeing 
the intruder; this happened on two 
occasions. Several times we have 
smelled a sweet odour of pipe smoke in 
the house as well as in the garden. 
Several years later after our Gran had 
died we had inherited her little Shih-tzu 
dog called “Mr Chips”, when he passed 
over on several regular occasions he 
came back to visit my brother John. 
Many times John could smell him and 
hear his footsteps walking up and down 
the kitchen floor. 
 
Mr Chips was not the only animal to 
haunt our home. Dad needed to use the 
toilet in the early hours of the morning 
and as he left his bedroom he saw a 
mysterious black cat sitting in the 
hallway. As he approached the cat it 
looked at him and walked into the front 
bedroom, Dad followed it and put on 
the light. However it had just 
disappeared. This may explain at 
various times why we could smell 
strong cat’s urine in the hallway but it 
disappeared with no trace in minutes. 
 
Gary was lying in bed in the early hours 
when a loud knocking on his bedroom 
window startled him. Gary’s bed was 
situated right next to the window and 
Gary’s immediate thoughts were it was 

Survey into Ghosts & UFOs. 

Forty percent of Brits claim 
they've had a paranormal 
experience and seen a ghost 
or UFO, it has been found. 
 
A survey of 3,000 people 
discovered one-in-five of of 
those reckon they have seen a 
ghost, while 19 per cent have 
spotted a mysterious object in 
the sky. 
 
Another 16 per cent believe 
they've had premonitions 
while six percent even believe 
they have a guardian angel. 
 
44 percent of Brits were also 
found to believe aliens visit 
Earth and one-in-five even 
believe aliens could be living 
amongst us... 
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By Alan Bates. 

I arriving home drunk with no keys; 
swiftly he pulled open the curtain but 
there was nobody there. This happened 
several times. 

THE DANGERS OF THE OUIJA 
BOARD  

In our teenage years Gary and I along 
with several friends played with the 
Ouija Board on many occasions. One 
night we were at Diane Christian’s 
house in Moreton and in mid session 
with a spirit contact when a picture 
above my head swung to one side and 
before it could drop to the floor I was 
up and out of the room. It was 
impossible anybody could have 
tampered with it as I sat directly 
underneath. I was now standing in-
between the dining room and the 
lounge where Diane’s Mum and Dad 
were watching television, I decided 
enough was enough for me that night. 
The television news had just come on 
and I asked the gang to ask the spirit to 
predict the football scores. The spirit 
answered right away and when the 
results came on the screen they were all 
correct! 

Without a doubt the Ouija Board does 
work and I believe the inexperienced 
and weak-minded people should not 
mess with it. Many years ago it was 
sold as a Waddington game and the 
instructions on the box read, for 
children eight and over. A departed 
friend of mine was Andrew Dean the 
Vicar at Woodchurch Holy Cross 
Church. He also acted as the Diocese 
Exorcist so any person with complaints 
of haunting and demonic possession 
was directed to him. He told me that 
ninety eight percent of the times he was 
called out they were false alarms. For 
example, the older generation with 
smoke alarms beeping due to the 

battery requiring a change and other 
similar answers including senility could 
be given. However the remaining two 
percent were indeed paranormal 

activity. Reverend Dean also told me 
that on several visits to houses that 
were supposedly haunted the occupants 
had been messing around with the 
Ouija Board. Andrew said, “people had 
opened channels and when they 
finished did not close them and this was 
the reason why they were having bad 
experiences”.  

THE “TITANIC” GHOST  

The strangest encounter I had with the 
Ouija board was many years later in the 
United States. A group of us contacted 
a spirit that told us he had died on 
board the Titanic. At the time none of 
us present knew any detail about the 
ship apart from it sinking on her 
maiden voyage. The big Hollywood 
feature film would not be made until 
many years later. The spirit informed us 
that he died as a result of burning to 
death, which we all thought was a little 
odd, as the ship had sunk and one 
would expect death would be attributed 
to drowning.  

The spirit further explained, and in fast 
mode, spelt out that his death was 
caused when the water entered the 
boiler room and blew up the boiler he 
was next to. He told us his name, which 
unfortunately I can no longer 
remember, but it was a foreign 
sounding name. He also told us he was 
a fireman, which we all took to 
believing that he was literally a 
fireman. I was to find out later that a 
fireman was a person who stoked the 
coal into the boilers to generate steam 
for the turbine engines. 
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When I next had the opportunity in 
London, I registered with the Kew 
Record Office and made an 
appointment to view the “Titanic” 
Passenger and Crew list. The Kew 
Records Office holds all the country’s 
historic documents and the security is 
very tight. Upon arrival I had to show 
my registration and appointment card 
and had to wait a short time for the 
assistant to bring over the documents. 
Eventually my name was called and I 
received a big brown shoe type box and 
found myself an empty table where I 
could study. As I opened the box the 
sadness I felt overwhelmed me; it was 
like opening Pandora’s box, the sacred 
historic contents knocked me off 
balance.  
 
As I studied the Crew list my heart 
went out to the poor souls that perished 
on board that day. A typical example 
could read Joseph Roberts aged 15, 
Huyton, Liverpool Bell boy missing at 
sea, the list seemed endless. I went 
through the list covering the 
occupations of firemen / stoker and to 
my utter shock this foreign name which 
unfortunately I can no longer remember 
was listed in the records. 
 
THE MASONIC GHOST  

While practising an ancient Masonic 
ritual in my lodge in Parkgate, Wirral in 
the late nineteen-nineties my blood 
brother Gary and I experienced a 
ghostly presence in the temple. 

I was the Senior Warden of the lodge 
and I was occupying my rightful seat 
and seated near to me was the Inner 
Guard, Brother Gary. At a certain point 
in the ceremony the temperature 
dropped rapidly, I was not alone in 
feeling the temperature change because 
Gary looked at me a little uneasy.               

At the same time this happened I felt a 
strong presence around me and the 
flame on the candle on my pedestal 
moved to forty-five degrees and 
remained so for a couple of minutes. 
Gary and I looked at each other in 
amazement and after the ceremony had 
completed we were both eager to get 
out side and discuss the incident over 
dinner. After ruling out several 
different theories on how this could 
have happened we concluded it must 
have been a some type of ghostly 
presence. After making several 
enquiries we learned that an elderly 
Masonic brother had collapsed and died 
in the Senior Wardens chair in the 
recent past. 

Professor Richard Wiseman. 
 
Paranormal experiences are 
universal. The human brain is 
evolutionarily hardwired to 
detect patterns. Further, some 
people are naturally better at 
seeing patterns than are 
others, and in fact, it is 
thought that pattern detection 
was related to increased 
survival in our ancestors.  
 
But under some 
circumstances, this pattern-
detecting ability goes into 
overdrive, so people may see 
patterns where none exist. 
Scientists have found these 
are related: people who are 
better at seeing patterns in 
inkblots also tend report more 
paranormal experiences. 
 
Seen this way, seemingly 
supernatural experiences are 
not the result of your brain 
tripping up so much as the 
price you pay for being so 
amazing the rest of the time... 
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UNEXPLAINED FEELINGS 
 
I have been told by all the Mediums 
that I have visited for personal readings 
that I have the psychic gift and I have 
proved it to myself on numerous 
occasions. When Sue Chadwick lived at 
her parents’ house in Irby on Wirral, I 
went back one night to meet her from 
work. I arrived before her and as I 
walked up the drive a bad feeling came 
over me. I can best describe it as an 
anxious uneasy feeling. I could not 
understand why or what it was but I 
just knew it was something to do with 
the house. I was very soon to find out. I 
entered the house and decided to look 
around. After picking the sharpest knife 
out of the kitchen cutlery draw I 
searched the house and as I entered the 
bedroom I could see the drawers had 
been rifled and that Sue had been 
burgled. 
 
THE GREAT PYRAMID EGYPT 

As part of my birthday celebration on 
attaining the ripe age of forty I took a 
cruise on the River Nile. It was a very 
exciting holiday and a certain must for 
advancing your historic knowledge on 
the ancient world. However I was to 
experience a very strange unexpected 
sensation while queuing to enter the 
Great Pyramid. My past partner Alnifa 
and I had joined the line of tourist’s 
eager to enter this world famous burial 
site, as we climbed into the corridor in 
slow formation I felt the recognisable 
signs of a nearby presence.  

As we walked higher in the cramped 
area it increased to a point where I 
became agitated and the tourists close 
by were looking at me a little strangely. 
Alnifa looked puzzled and asked me 
what was wrong. I replied, “Can you 
not feel the overwhelming sensation in 

this area”? It was obvious I was the 
only person that had picked up on the 
atmosphere and by now we were past 
the point of exiting the way we came in 
without causing a serious nuisance so I 
carried on with the tour. Whatever and 
whoever the ghost was it decided to 
continue to follow me for about five 
minutes and then mysteriously 
disappeared leaving only the stale 
peaceful air in the chamber. 

LIVING IN A HAUNTED 
COTTAGE 
 
When the Thatched Cottage in 
Bebington, Wirral came on the market I 
eventually bought it and it was my 
dream come true. The only problem 
that I had with the house was that I was 
sharing with other inhabitants that were 
not paying their rent. Several ghosts 
were lodging with me and eventually 
the atmosphere and activity became too 
intense and I sold the house. 
 
The Thatched Cottage was built circa 
1653 and for a period of time it was 
used as a roadside inn serving drinks to 
travellers commuting between 
Liverpool and Chester. Later it was 
used as two dwellings and then it was 
turned into one home. The decoration 
had not been changed since the sixties 
but after several months of hard work I 
had restored the property into 
comfortable living accommodation but 
not without observations from my 
invisible lodgers. All the workmen on 
site experienced paranormal activity to  
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and was very nervy working alone in 
the house while Mark had a similar 
experience to my father in Town 
Meadow Lane; the radio he was 
listening to switched itself off three 
times! While Billy was mixing mortar, 
a presence rushed past him causing him 
to trip up. One of the bedrooms that had 
not been used for many years had a 
cold spot, which disappeared after 
renovation; this room also made people 
feel dizzy and disorientated. My brother 
John installed an alarm system and 
while testing the wiring with Dad there 
was a massive crashing noise and the 
sound of animal’s scratching around.  
 
This made John bolt out of the house 
vowing never to return again; he never 
did. After remedial works were 
complete, I moved in but it didn’t take 
long for my “house friends” to make 
themselves known. Michelle spent a lot 
of time with me in the house and we 
both witnessed paranormal activity 
together. One morning at eight o’clock 
we were in the bathroom on ground 
level when we heard loud and 
distinctive footsteps above our heads 
crossing from one side of the room to 
the other. We were both glued to the 
spot and our eyes followed the steps 
right across the ceiling. We were alone 
in the house or so we thought. 
 
One night an arrangement was made 
with Paul Flanagan, Michelle’s older 
brother. He was to pick up a set of car 
keys at seven the next morning so we 
placed the keys on the small windowsill 
next to the door and retired to bed. The 
next morning Paul arrived and still half 
asleep Michelle reached out for the 
keys but they were nowhere to be 
found. Paul came in and Michelle 
shouted up for me. It took us fifteen 
minutes to recover the keys. They were 
eventually found under Michelle’s 
clothes that she had left outside the 
bathroom the night before!  
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays were very 
regular days for the loud tinkling of 
glasses that vibrated loudly around the 
house. When I first purchased the 
property I placed an advert in the local 
paper asking for anybody with historic 
knowledge on the house to get in touch.  
I received a call from an elderly 
gentleman and arrangements were 
made for him to visit. He explained that 
he used to live in the house during the 
Second World War and when I quizzed 
him on ghosts at first he was reluctant 
to talk. He was an educated man and 
after a cup of tea and biscuits he 
admitted that he had several 
experiences including the “tinkling of 

Your Thoughts: Gatekeeper32 

Over the years, in reading 
cases about hauntings, ghosts, 
UFOs and abductions, I 
discovered something what I 
can only describe as strange, 
even among these topics. I 
myself don't know if anyone 
else had noticed this before, or 
if it has been brought up in any 
discussions. ( still looking on 
the internet for it). What I 
noticed is a possible 
connection between UFOs and 
ghosts which to some may 
sound like I am compare 
apples to oranges, and more 
research is needed on the 
matter but there seems to be a 
pattern between these two 
phenomena. In comparing 
events with cases involving 
aliens and ghostly entities 
these are the common factors I 
found to occur: 
 
1. The sightings of either alien 
or ghost involve the suddenly 
appearance then 
disappearance of the entity. 
 
2. They appear as solid or 
transparent. 
 
3. Both incidents involve 
reports of multiple coloured 
orbs. 
 
4. The presence of both caused 
disruption in electrical 
equipment. 
 
5. Both been experienced 
around areas considered 
scared and ancient such as 
Stone Henge, Cellar Walls of 
New England 
 
6. Their presence is 
intentionally made known 
before vanishing. 
 
7. Both subjects involve the 
reporting of paralysis. 

one degree or another. Dougy my 
brother Gary’s father in law was on 
stepladders painting when several times 
he felt penetrating eyes piercing him 
while he worked. Big Neil Jones the 
current “World Champion Power 
Lifter” sensed movement around him  
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glasses”. Could this be a psychic replay 
from the time when the cottage served 
as a coaching Inn when many a 
traveller would have been toasted “Bon 
Voyage”? 
 
In the early hours one morning 
Michelle woke, as she needed to use the 
bathroom. She would not go downstairs 
alone after dark so I reluctantly got up 
and escorted her to the bathroom. On 
the way past the lounge I decided to 
check my telephone answering 
machine. I had to pass the open plan 
imitation coal burning fire, which gave 
radiated heat to both rooms, and as I 
passed the fire I walked into an icy cold 
spot. I kept my mouth shut as Michelle 
was following close behind me. As she 
walked into the cold spot she screamed 
out loud but I was not startled, I was 
now wide-awake. The cold spot was an 
energy presence. I put my hand in and 
out several times to test it. The area 
covered was about one meter in 
diameter but I did not check its height. 
Michelle was upset and didn’t want to 
hang around so we went to the 
bathroom together but on our return to 
bed I just had to experience it one more 
time: unfortunately it had disappeared 
and the room was warm and back to 
normal with the exception of a 
photograph that had been knocked off a 
cabinet on to the floor. 
 
One afternoon we were in my office 
having a telephone conversation with 
Michelle’s Mum. Michelle was sitting 
by my side when we both heard a 
scampering on the timber floor in the 
next room; it sounded like a dog. We 
were concerned as my little Trixie was 
still only a small pup and we didn’t 
want her to fall down the spiral 
staircase so I put Michelle’s Mum on 
hold and as we got up quickly to check, 
to our surprise little Trixie was fast 
asleep under my chair! Many months 
later I had problems with the external 
sewer drains and upon excavation I 
discovered in the nearby earth a plastic 
bin bag containing the remains of a 
small, buried dog. 
 
A very scary incident occurred on three 
separate occasions whilst Michelle and 
I were sleeping. It was in the early 
hours when Michelle shook me to wake 
me up and whispered, “Can you hear 
that?” I came to my senses rather 
quickly and very clearly I could hear a 
woman sobbing her heart out. It was 
happening in our bedroom and it lasted 
for several minutes. 
 
One night we were lying in bed just 
about to fall asleep when Michelle went  

hysterical and I had to shake her to pull 
her out of her panic. Michelle was 
facing my back and upon examination 
she saw a baby’s arm over my shoulder. 
After a period of several minutes she 
was able to talk about what she had 
seen. She described the arm like an x-
ray image and it remained there until 
she screamed then it simply 
disappeared. 
 
One night my good friend Blakey 
stayed over. He had a sleeping bag and 
made himself comfortable on the floor 
in the lounge. After retiring within 
twenty minutes Blakey shouted, “ Alan 
there is someone in the house”, he ran 
outside to his motorcar and returned 
with a baseball bat. Meanwhile with a 
smiling face I said, “its ok mate it’s 
only the ghost”. Teetotal Blakey was 
shaking from head to foot; he insisted 
he had heard someone or something 
walking in the room above him. I 
invited him to bring his sleeping bag up 
to my bedroom and sleep on my floor. 
A similar thing happened when another 
friend stayed over in the same place, he 
lit up a cigarette and the match was 
blown out twice. 
 
Aunty Mary and Sheila were my 
mother’s aunties; Mary was also very 
susceptible and physic. Mary came to 
visit me in the house and instantly 
picked on paranormal activity. She told 
me that several ghosts were in the 
property and one was a lady named 
Ruth. Ruth dressed in tweed clothes 
and was well respected in the area; 
however she had an illegitimate child. 
Mary received a vision of the child 
playing on a swing in the garden. She 
insisted the ghosts were happy sharing 
the property with me but there was also 
a darker side to the house. Mary picked 
up that black magic had been practised 
in the house hundreds of years ago. 
 
I was still scared of the unexplained 
paranormal events taking place in my 
home, but whilst it fascinated me I 
could never relax and always felt that 
the house did not totally belong to me. 
After two years it was time to move on 
and I decided to sell the house. I hid a 
stainless steel time capsule deep in the 
sand stone structure containing a rough 
biography and a few small-unwanted 
day-to-day items. The Old Thatched 
Cottage is Grade two listed and 
consequently protected by law and will 
never be demolished so I like to think 
that a little part of me is still in the 
house, and always will be. 
 
As the years have passed by I have 
come to terms with the paranormal 
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world and have accepted it. I am now 
mentally a much stronger person and I 
do not mind sharing a home with ghosts 
provided they do not disturb me (too 
often).  
 
OUR BELOVED NAN   
 
It was an extremely sad time when our 
Nan died in March 1988. Our whole 
family experienced a tremendous loss 
and we each grieved in our own way. 
Several months after Nan passed my 
cousin David Morris was visiting Alan, 
Nan’s husband or Uncle Alan as we all 
called him, to check on his well being. 
As Alan opened the door of the two 
bedroomed semidetached bungalow 
Dave stepped into the hall and gazed 
into the living room. To his amazement 
sitting in her armchair holding her 
walking stick with a nice smile on her 
face was our beloved Nan. Dave held 
this vision for a good fifteen seconds 
before she disappeared. 
 
THE MAN THAT DISAPPEARED 
 
My brother John Bates also had an 
experience whilst out walking in 
Snowdonia, North Wales. Taking 
advantage of a superb summer's 
evening, he decided to walk up 
Snowdon by the classic Crib Goch 
route. As expected and planned the 
mountain was quickly becoming free of 
walkers. Travelling at speed on the 
rugged and popular PYG track, he met 
various parties descending in the late 
afternoon sun. At around 17:45, 
roughly 1km from the start of the route, 
he saw a figure on the track up ahead. 
He quickly caught up with the slow 
moving figure and glanced upon what 
was before him. 
 
A man, slightly shorter than his own 5' 
8" frame, dressed in worn-out dark 
clothes, the origin and fashion of which 
was most certainly not of this or the 
previous few decades. It was the 
clothes, the rolled up sheet of what 
appeared to be plastic slung over his 
shoulder supported by hemp cord, the 
drooped hand clasping an orange and 
sandwiches but mostly the absence of a 
complexion on what was an ashen face 
curtained by long, greasy, black hair 
that made him suspect something was 
not quite normal. 
 
John's initial concern was the man 
might be caught out on the mountain 
overnight without any suitable 
equipment. In an attempt to find out 
more about this strange situation, he 
exchanged more than the usual brief 
pleasantry "Hello": 

Interview with Alan Bates. 

SC: As you believe in past 
regression what if any 
religious believes do you 
follow? 
 
Alan's Answer, 
I am a spiritualist and have a 
belief in a superior being but 
I do not practise any sort of 
religion. 
 
SC: As you have to hypnotize 
people to find out if they have 
had a past life, how did you 
learn the technique of 
hypnosis? 
 
Alan's Answer, 
I started my career as a 
comedy hypnotist using the 
power of the mind to 
entertain and this led me into 
vocation in life to 
demonstrate past life 
regression to a very high 
standard. I have 30 years of 
experience under my belt.  
 
SC: Some scientists say that 
suggestive questions jog 
memories or text they have 
seen, which is then said in the 
hypnotized state. How do you 
feel about their comment?  
 
Alan's Answer, 
Scientists and the general 
public are all entitled to their 
views regarding lost 
memories etc. however my 
work goes a lot deeper and a 
lot of research is carried out 
on the results of certain 
subjects and without any 
doubt whatsoever the 
outcome can be mind 
blowing. 
 
SC: We are paranormal 
investigators, and from 
experience, if we have a good 
conversation going on the 
spirit board we try and ask as 
many questions as we can to 
find out as much information, 
is this the same for you when 
you are working? 
 
Alan's Answer 
Yes, Once I have established 
contact with a subject under 
regression I then use my 
journalistic skills to source as 
much information as possible. 
This is very important as the 
subjects are then armed 
afterwards to conduct their 
own research. 
 
 

 

 

 

Interview conducted by Spirit 
Connect:                                         
http://www.spiritsconnect.co/
Home_Page.html 



 Ghosts& UFOs 
By Alan Bates. 

"Hello", said John.  "Rrrr", replied the 
man. "You off to catch the sunset on 
the summit too?" No response. 
 
A couple of slow paces further on, 
wondering if the man was dressed to do 
work, John asked, "You off to do some 
path work?" knowing there was path 
repairs just further up. "Naa, just up".  
 
The conversation continued in a 
similar, markedly one sided vein for a 
few slow paces more when John, still 
not fully aware of the situation, 
exchanged final pleasantries and 
continued on. 
 
Some 30 metres further up the track, 
reflecting upon the unusual and bizarre 
experience, he realised nothing about 
what he had just witnessed added up 
and turned around to look. The man 
was nowhere to be seen. The track at 
this point was on a moderate incline, 
unusually straight for the terrain and 
most importantly not surrounded by 
any dead ground as the eye sees. John 
was at a small promontory, overlooking 
the track from where he had just had 
the encounter. The only movement was 
a few sheep lower down the hillside 
and despite a 5-minute wait, most 
certainly no sign of the “Disappearing 
man”. 

THE HAUNTED STAIRCASE 
 
My father worked as an engineer and 
he had his own company Wirral Lift 
Repairs, fitting, removing and servicing 
stair lifts for the elderly and disabled. 
One day he was fitting a lift into a large 
house in an affluent part of Oxton on 
Wirral.  The job was running very 
smoothly and the lift was successfully 
installed when something strange 

happened. Dad was fitting a new 
section of wooden stair landing when 
his jigsaw power tool switched itself 
on. Dad rushed to switch it off in a 
confused state. At the same time he felt 
very uneasy with the atmosphere 
around him and just wanted to complete 
the job and leave. Five minutes later the 
same thing happened; the jigsaw 
switched itself on again. Dad saw red 
and was really annoyed. He shouted to 
the ghostly perpetrator “to stop messing 
around”. The ghost must have taken 
heed as the power tool remained silent 
and the installation was completed. 
 
THE SHIP YARD GHOST 
 
The only family member not to have 
witnessed several paranormal 
experiences is my Mother. Mum was 
only ever to experience my very first 
ghostly encounter in Town Meadow 
Lane with the children running and 
shouting in the hall. 
 
Dad had an out of body experience 
early one morning where he sat up and 
turned to look at his body in the lying 
position. Dad explained it was like a 
“thunderbolt of light passing through 
the room and within seconds he was 
lying on his back wide-awake”. 
My brother John was assisting Dad 

repair a Goods lift at the British Leather 
Company in Birkenhead, Wirral during 
the summer holiday factory closure. 
British Leather was situated next to the 
world famous Camell Laird shipyard 
and burnt down many years ago.  When 
looking out of the lift shaft in the 
direction of the shipyard John saw an 
image of a man walk the length of a 
newly constructed brick wall then fade 
and disappear. 
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HAUNTED BIRKENHEAD 
PRIORY  

Michelle and I experienced another 
ghostly encounter at the Old 
Birkenhead Priory. The Priory was built 
in the early 12th century and 
Benedictine monks from Chester 
earned a living by trading with the 
merchants in Liverpool and operated a 
ferry across the River Mersey. Michelle 
and I were walking around the old crypt 
enjoying the history when we walked 
into a “strange atmosphere”. We both 
looked at each other and from past 
experience we knew it was a “cold 
spot”. It was a very similar experience 
to the one we witnessed at the Old 
Thatched Cottage except this was 
during daytime and with other tourists 
present. The monks at Birkenhead 
Priory continued until 1536 when the 
Priory was closed by order of Henry 
V111’s bailiff, Randle Arrowesmith, 
and the monks returned to Chester. The 
Priory has remained closed ever since. 
However the Local Authority has 
opened the crypt as a small museum. 

GREAT GRANDFATHER’S 
GHOST 

Michelle has had several ghostly 
sightings over many years including 
seeing her Great Grandfather while he 
smoked a cigarette. It was in the early 
hours of the morning when Michelle 
was awakened by the sound of voices. 
She clearly heard male and female 
voices, the female voice was prompting 
the male by saying, “you tell her, go on 
tell her”. By now Michelle was fully 
awake and sitting upright in bed and to 
her amazement six feet away was a 
middle aged man dressed in a smart 
white suit as clear as day smoking a 
cigarette. The invisible female’s voice 
continued to prompt the man using the 
same words, the man just winked and 
the image slowly faded away. Michelle 
did not feel frightened in any way; on 
the contrary she felt pleasantly relaxed 
and got back into bed and went back to 
sleep. The next day at breakfast 
Michelle told her story to her mother 
and after describing the appearance of 
the man Michelle’s mother Jean with a 
serious look on her face said “that was 
your Great Grandfather you saw last 
night”. 
 
THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN             

Michelle landed a promotional job in 
Manchester working for British Rail, 
which meant she had to commute by 
train from Liverpool to Manchester 

Birkenhead Priory is in 
Priory Street, Birkenhead, 
Merseyside, England. It is the 
oldest standing building on 
Merseyside. The remains of 
the priory are a Grade I listed 
building and a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument. It was 
founded about 1150 by 
Hamon de Masci, 3rd Baron 
of Dunham Massey for the 
Benedictine Order. 

The Priory was visited twice 
by Edward I due to its 
strategic importance being 
close to the borders of Wales, 
and also the Irish Sea. 

In 1318 the monks from 
Birkenhead Priory were 
granted ferry rights by 
Edward II. This allowed them 
to build a house in what is 
now Water Street to store 
their corn. The house was 
also used by travellers for 
shelter if the weather was too 
bad for the ferry to cross the 
River Mersey. 

The priory's chapter house is 
consecrated as an Anglican 
church, and is still used for 
services. There is a chapel 
dedicated to the training ship 
HMS Conway. There is also a 
museum detailing the history 
of the site. The chapter house 
is a Grade II* listed building 
and contains items of Norman 
architecture. In 2005 the 
chapter house was restored. 
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and at the end of the day Manchester 
back to Liverpool. 
 
The passengers on the train were 
mainly businessmen and after boarding 
the train at Manchester she started to 
look for an empty compartment rather 
than sit with a lot of strange men. A 
young lady who made eye contact as 
Michelle passed by occupied the first 
carriage but Michelle carried on 
walking. After searching for several 
minutes for a vacant compartment she 
decided to return to the compartment 
with the young lady. As Michelle 
opened the door the lady beckoned her 
into the compartment but as she turned 
around the lady had vanished into thin 
air. Michelle later discovered that a 
young lady had been murdered on the 
very train. 
 
THE HAUNTED OXTON OLD 
HALL 

One of the strongest ghostly encounters 
I ever had was while visiting The 
Oxton Old Hall, Oxton, Wirral. I was 
viewing with an interest to buy when 
casually I asked the owner “does the 
house have a ghost?” The lady was 
rather taken back and didn’t know how 
to answer the question and the subject 
was changed. As I walked into the main 
bedroom I was overwhelmed by a very 
strong presence and it got even stronger 
as I walked into the en-suite bathroom. 
I was feeling almost dizzy it was so 
powerful; the lady now realised that I 
was “open” to these channels and there 
and then admitted that there was a 
ghost of a young girl present in the very 
room. My mother was also present but 
she felt nothing. I also experienced a 
strange echo whilst walking in the rear 
garden. 
 
During the first stages of legal 
conveyance it was discovered that the 
government had marked the site as an 
area of archaeological importance. I did 
not buy the house in the end and 
looking back with hindsight I am glad 
that I didn’t. 
 
THE GHOST OF HELENA 
 
While renovating my home, The Old 
School House I was cleaning up the 
plasterwork and rubbish off the lounge 
floor when the hair on the back of my 
neck rose. I could sense the presence of 
an old lady. It was a kind feeling and I 
spoke out to her saying “ How I was 
looking forward to living in the house 
and that she was very welcome to share 
the home with me”. 

Over several years of living in the Old 
School House a few people without any 
prompting have picked up in the same 
room the presence of an “old lady”. 
Derek Acorah and his wife Gwen 
stayed over one night and Derek 
actually contacted her and she told him 
she used to live in the house and her 
name was “Helena”. 
 
FRIENDLY WARNING 
 
Days before the break up with my 
previous partner, Alnifa, I was spooked 
by several ghostly goings on at my 
home. 
 
My bedside table light had switched 
itself on. At first I dismissed it thinking 
that I had put it on without consciously 
knowing but when it happened a second 
time I started paying attention. I went to 
work the next evening and deliberately 
switched the lamp off from the wall 
socket as well as the switch. On my 
arrival home that night after work I had 
forgotten all about the lamp and made 
my way up to my bedroom. I opened 
the door and to my shock and horror the 
light had been switched on at the power 
point. I look back now and thank the 
powers that be for the “friendly 
warning”. 
 
THE ABILITY TO SENSE A 
PRESENCE 
 
I have the ability of being able to sense 
a presence in a property. Ralf and 
Wendy Sergeant had poltergeist activity 
in their home and invited me over to 
Bebington, Wirral to “have a feel”. I 
walked around the house and kept quiet 
until the end of the tour. I had picked 
up on an unusual feeling in the kitchen 
area and when asked, “What do you 
think Alan?” I told them of my feelings 
about the kitchen and they confessed 
that I was correct and that articles were 
being thrown around that room. 
 
I also had a similar experience when I 
was interested in purchasing the Old 
Rectory from the Chester Diocese, the 
home of my now late friend Reverend 
Andrew Dean. The Rectory dated back 
to the reign of Queen Anne and was 
considered too big and costly for the 
Diocese to maintain. I viewed the 
property and generally felt the house 
had a warm wealth of character. 
However one bedroom had a very 
strange feeling to it. I called in my then 
friend and business partner, Medium 
Derek Acorah. We toured the house 
together and I kept silent. At the end of 
the tour Derek confessed that there was 
a presence in the house in the form of 
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an old departed vicar and he was in the 
very same bedroom that I had 
identified. 
 
THE LITTLE GHOST BOY OF 
CAER RHUN HALL 

I was booked on Friday the 27 of 
September 2002 to perform a private 
show for twenty medical doctors at 
Caer Rhun Hall, Conwy in North 
Wales. Caer Rhun Hall is built on the 
former Roman Fortress Kanovium site 
and is situated five miles outside 
Conwy and is set in beautiful grounds. 
The hall is very old and was originally 
built for General Gough; one can 
imagine the stories it could tell. 

Due to traffic problems I arrived later 
than I had anticipated but was warmly 
welcomed by the dinner party host and 
directed to the room in which I was to 
perform after the doctors had finished 
dining. I then asked the host for a 
dressing room and she escorted me to 
the library. As I stepped into the room I 
instantly picked up on a very strong 
presence, the hair on the back of my 
neck stood on end and I felt disoriented 
to a point that I had to leave the room 
quickly after hanging up my suit. 

After I completed my performance / 
demonstration I met the chef and I 
asked him “was the Hall 
haunted?” (Knowing only too well it 
was) the chef replied “yes, it is the 
ghost of a little boy who has been seen 
by many different guests and it was 
reported that the little ghost boy had 
played cards with the young son of one 
of the former guests”. I then asked the 
question “so which is the haunted 
room?” To which he replied with a 
smile, “the library that you are using for 
a dressing room”. 
 
TRIXIE RETURNS 
 
Three months after the death of my dog 
and best friend Trixie, I was awakened 
by something trying to get into my bed. 
Michelle was away in Florida and as I 
lifted the duvet cover cuddled up to me, 
and staring at me with beautiful loving 
eyes was my Trixie. I was not 
frightened whatsoever, on the contrary I 
was now more than wide-awake and I 
held the vision without blinking for 
what seemed like ages but in reality 
was around thirty seconds. 
 
HYPNOTIC SÉANCE  
 
During the time I lived at the Old 
School House a documentary was 

Oxton Old Hall seems such a 
grand name for such a small 
house, and yet it is the clost 
thing Oxton has to a manor 

house. The house dates back 
to the 1660s during the reign 

of Charles II, making it the 
oldest building in Oxton 

village. The house stands on a 
cross roads on the out skirts  

of the village centre. In 2007, 
thanks to the owners; the 

house was opened for the first 
time ever to the public as part 

of the Oxton secret gardens 
walk. The original Oxton 

manor house has been  
long since destroyed and even 
in 1857 Mortimer writes that 

the manor house has fallen 
into disrepair and 

disappeared a long time ago. 
We can only speculate why 

this happened, and i do  
not believe that their is any 

surviving evidence as to 
where abouts the old manor 

house was. All that we can 
say it that Oxton Old Hall, 

despite its size, is the oldest 
surviving house that could be  
classed as a manor house in 

the village of Oxton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oldwirral.com/oxton_hall.html 
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filmed with the Medium Gary Dakin 
from Manchester. It was organised by 
John Sutton and I hypnotised Gary to 
travel deep in trance. The séance started 
with heavy breathing then Gary’s eyes 
rolled back in their sockets and he 
started talking in a different voice 
completely out of synchronisation. 
Saliva continued to run down both 
sides of his mouth as he sat motionless, 
mouth wide open. As this was my first 
time witnessing such an event it was 
quite scary. 
 
The voice that came through was 
certainly not the voice of Gary Dakin. 
The voice told me that I was having 
problems with my stomach, which was 
true, something one would think he 
could not have possibly known. I was 
also told something else rather 
personal. The spirit guide finished by 
saying “the Earth was going to be hit by 
an asteroid in several years” followed 
by “you are not ready for this”. Gary 
then started to wake up and get the 
colour back in his face; he wiped his 
mouth and needed a few minutes to 
come to his senses. He remembered 
nothing of the event. 
 
PREMONITION “YOU’RE GOING 
TO GAOL”! 

One night Michelle and I were fast 
asleep in the Old Thatched Cottage and 
around three o’clock in the morning we 
both woke up at the same time. I said to 
Michelle “I have just had a bad dream”, 
Michelle replied, “So have I”. I asked 
her what she was dreaming of and she 
said, “I dreamt about one of your 
friends”, I replied “that’s strange I have 
just dreamt about my friend Ian 
Johnson”. “This is really weird,” said 
Michelle by now we were both wide 
awake. 
 
I asked her what her dream was about 
and she said Ian Johnson had gone to 
prison. I replied, “Wow I have just 
dreamt the exact dream”. It turned out 
we both woke at the same time 
dreaming the same dream about the 
same person going to prison. 
 
At the time the dream seemed 
impossible, as Ian was a genuine nice 
fellow who would avoid trouble at all 
cost. We didn’t tell Ian about our 
dream, however, we did tell several 
other mutual friends and one year later 
I switched on the TV to get the news 
and Ian’s face was splashed all over the 
screen he had just been arrested with 
millions of counterfeit U.S. dollars! 
Our dream was a genuine, premonition; 
it had come true. Ian went to prison for 

several months. He would have 
received a longer sentence but the 
police had used entrapment to capture 
him. Also involved with the plot was 
my long time friend Graham Jon. 
Graham has printed all my business 
stationery from the first day I went into 
business. Graham and his dear wife 
Fran are still very good friends. 
 
BACK A SPOOKY WINNER 
 
One day while leaving the Old 
Thatched Cottage a strange old man 
approached as Michelle and I walked 
out of the front gate. The man pointed 
to a shirt I was wearing and informed 
me that “Chaplin’s” was going to win 
today and walked off. I thought what a 
peculiar chap. I was wearing a T-shirt 
given to me by the owner of the 
restaurant Chaplin’s in Birkenhead. I 
wondered what he was talking about. 
 
Michelle said jokingly, “Maybe it’s a 
horse that will win today”. We knew 
nothing about horse racing and we had 
never stepped foot inside a Bookies 
shop but we decided to investigate 
further. We went into the local betting 
shop and enquired if a horse called 
Chaplin’s was running that day? The 
lady assistant replied, “Yes that 
afternoon”. Michelle and I thought it 
was such a strange coincidence so I 
placed a two-pound bet on the horse 
and we left the shop. The next day we 
went back to the betting shop with our 
betting slip and to our amazement the 
horse Chaplin’s had won the race with 
fabulous odds! 
 
THE MOONS GRAVITATIONAL 
EFFECTS 
 
I also have my own theory on Earth’s 
nearest neighbour the Moon. The Moon 
controls the gravitational pull on our 
planet thus controlling our tides making 
them regularly ebb and flow twice in 
every twenty-four hours. As the moon 
has this powerful control over our vast 
oceans I believe it has some control or 
effect over our own bodies that are 
composed mainly of water.  
 
I have experienced this on too many 
occasions. I first noticed changed 
behaviour patterns in the late nineteen 
seventies whilst working on the cruise 
ships. A couple of days leading up to 
the full Moon several of the casino 
staff’s personalities and attitudes would 
change. They would play jokes on each 
other and they became very 
mischievous. Years later while working 
as a DJ I could sense the attitude of the 
punters during the lead up to and when  
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the moon was at its full and could very 
often predict when trouble was about to 
happen well in advance. 
 
I also knew a nurse who worked on a 
psychiatric hospital ward in North 
Wales and even when the patients were 
in rooms without windows they were 
effected by the lead up to the full 
Moon. This nurse took time off sick on 
several occasions during this period 
because the patients were very hard 
work. 
 
I can always tell when the moon is 
approaching full, even when the night 
sky is overcast with cloud. I have 
consulted my diary’s Moon chart and I 
have always been correct. It effects my 
mood swings in different ways 
sometimes I will be very happy and 
jolly and other times I can get in bad 
moods, fortunately the bad moods do 
not last too long. 
 
UFO SIGHTINGS 

I have also experienced several UFO’s 
but I do not believe they are connected 
with ghosts in any way shape or form 
but I would like to share my 
experiences in this chapter. 

My first experience was between 1974 / 
5 on the Moreton, Wirral coastline near 
the old Lighthouse. I was courting with 
a young lady at around 2.00am when 
the old Comma van we were in lit up. I 
said to my companion “don’t worry it 
will just be the Police checking up on 
stolen vehicles being dumped here and 
as we are not in a stolen vehicle we are 
ok”.  
 
After several minutes the bright light 
continued so I looked out the cab 
window and to my surprise no other 
vehicles were present. I then noticed a 
strange ball of light making no sound 
whatsoever scanning my van and 
surrounding area.  

Moon Effects. 

Even today many people think 
the mystical powers of the full 
moon induce erratic 
behaviors, psychiatric 
hospital admissions, suicides, 
homicides, emergency room 
calls, traffic accidents, fights 
at professional hockey games, 
dog bites and all manner of 
strange events. One survey 
revealed that 45 percent of 
college students believe 
moonstruck humans are 
prone to unusual behaviors, 
and other surveys suggest 
that mental health 
professionals may be still 
more likely than laypeople to 
hold this conviction. In 2007 
several police departments in 
the U.K. even added officers 
on full-moon nights in an 
effort to cope with presumed 
higher crime rates... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/
article.cfm?id=lunacy-and-the-full-moon 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/topic.cfm?id=mental-health�


 Ghosts & UFOs 
By Alan Bates. 

I said to my companion “its time to 
go”, and very quickly I made off for 
home. After dropping my friend off I 
drove home and woke my brother Gary 
to tell him of my experience but he just 
turned over in bed and said “go back to 
sleep Alan”.  
 
My second encounter was again around 
the same period. I was walking home 
alone after a night out in the Golden 
Guinea Club, New Brighton, Wirral at 
around 2.30am. I admit that I had been 
drinking but I do know what I saw. As I 
walked home along the promenade I 
noticed two lights that looked like stars 
coming together at a fast speed from 
two different parts of the sky and joined 
a stationary light. By now I was sitting 
down watching them and within a 
minute the stationary light accelerated 
like a shooting star as fast as anything I 
have ever seen right across the clear 
night sky and out of view. 
 
My third and final unexplainable UFO 
event took place in 1997. I was 
travelling home Northbound on the 
M53 motorway after a night out at the 
movies with Alnifa. 
 
We joined the motorway at junction 4, 
Clatterbridge, and after travelling one 
hundred and fifty yards a ball of strange 
light shot out at windscreen level from 
the left hand side of my car and 
exploded and disappeared in front of 

our eyes. The ball of light was 
approximately eighteen inches in 
diameter and is best described like a 
plasma energy ball. It made no sound 
and it happened very quickly. We both 
looked at each other straight away and 
at the same time we both said “Wow!” I 
decided to drive to the next junction,  
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turn around and re-entered the 
motorway again at junction 4. I drove 
slowly to where the incident happened 
and stopped the car on the hard 
shoulder. I got out and scrambled up 
the grass verge but when I peered over 
the top there was nothing but fields of 
empty darkness and complete silence... 

Alan’s whole career has been 
in show business and for the 
last 20 years has hypnotised 
many thousands of “Stars”. 

He lays claim to be one of the 
worlds great Masters of the 

art and is a Star of Television 
and Theatre both in the U.K 
and overseas, Alan puts his 

success and reputation down 
to a unique show content, the 

ability to communicate and 
entertain people with a 

quality presentation and the 
ability to hypnotise people 

very quickly. Alan is a 
member of F.E.S.H. The 

Federation of Ethical Stage 
Hypnotists. He is also a 

member of British Equity. 
Alan’s work is respectable, 

ethical and decent and 
conforms to the U.K. 

Hypnotism Act 1952 and 
Home Office guidelines. 

http://www.btinternet.com/
~hypnotistalan.bates/

home.htm 

http://www.pastlives.tv/ 

 

http://www.planetxlive.co.uk/ 

Featuring Steve Mera of  Phenomena Magazine 



WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Beyond Best Evidence: The UFO Enigma is a feature-length documentary that will take the cases 
shown in Best Evidence, as well as a couple of new ones that highlight what appear to be some of 
the more "high strangeness" aspects of the phenomenon, and explore with the three key possible 
explanations with world's leading experts on the subject, as follows: 

1. Extraterrestrial Hypothesis - This explanation maintains that UFO sightings represent proof of 
visitation to Earth by advanced extraterrestrials from another world, most likely within what 
proponents term of "local galactic neighbourhood." 

2. Interdimensional Hypothesis - This explanation maintains that UFO sightings involve visitations 
from other "realities" or "dimensions" that co-exist alongside our own. It also holds that UFOs are a 
modern manifestation of a phenomenon that has occurred throughout recorded human history, 
which in prior ages were ascribed to mythological or supernatural forces and creatures. 

3. Psychosocial hypothesis - This explanation maintains that UFO Sightings can be explained by 
psychological or social means, examples of which include wishful thinking, hallucinations, hoaxes, 
and misidentification of prosaic objects, such as satellites, aircraft, or natural phenomena.  

To learn how you can help and more information, visit: 

http://www.indiegogo.com/ufo 

Many Thanks, Paul Kimball. 

 

Interested in becoming a paranormal 
investigator...? It seems this subject is 

quickly becoming one of the most 
recognised pastimes in the UK. 

 
A thorough and in depth look at the subject 

of paranormal investigation, collecting 
data, interviewing techniques, on site 

surveying and environmental tests, 
administration and report forms, analysis, 
using equipment in the right manner, the 
scientific approach and parapsychology. 

You can find out all this and much more in:  
 

THE PARANORMAL 
INVESTIGATORS HANDBOOK 

 

 

 
Paranormal Review is the place to find all our Book, DVD 
and Equipment reviews which have been submitted to 

Phenomena Magazine. Stop by and check us out! 
www.paranormalreview.org.uk 

Steve Mera takes you on another journey into the world of the Strange and 
Profound. This book contains a number of investigations Stephen has 
carried out as well as concise information pertaining to investigation 
techniques and details of some of the many things that have been  
reported to him throughout 25 years of investigating... 
 
Available at Blurb.com for just £6.95 

 

MAPIT FACEBBOK GROUP 
SEP FACEBOOK GROUP 

UPIA FACEBOOK GROUP 
PARANORMAL NEWS 

PHENOMENA MAGAZINE 

Formed originally from an amalgamation of regional 
UFO societies and individuals, our subject encompasses 
history, archives, investigations and research and is well 

known across the U.K. and also internationally.  

BUFORA works with other organisations which share a 
similar ethos and approach to investigations and 

research.  

We seek the facts through a scientific and factually 
evaluative approach and our fully trained team of 

investigators are required to pass a thorough course in 
all types of sightings, whether it is lights in the sky, 

vehicle effects or high strangeness cases. 

IF YOUR INTERESTED IN UFOs THEN THIS IS 
THE PLACE TO VISIT: 

http://www.bufora.org.uk/content/ 

  

  



The Haunting of Annesley Hall. 
By Robert Young BSc. 
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The Village of Annesley in Nottinghamshire is one of the abandoned villages of 
the County. It can boast a ruined castle, although little remains of the structure 
except for little more than earthworks which remain above ground and also ruins 
of Annesley Church. Annesley Hall stands, Set back from the A608 behind the 
ruined church, and is now an empty derelict private house. The house was built in 
the 12th century and is alleged to be one of the most haunted houses in Britain... 



away. She is said to be the unhappy 
spectre of a girl whose beauty drew the 
unwanted attention of a senior butler who 
plagued her with his relentless advances. 
It is not known what became of her but 
the room she slept in is one of the few 
parts of these enigmatic ruins still intact. 
Maybe she is still held here by the 
furnishings and meagre decoration of the 
room where she would have known so 
much apprehension and unhappiness. 
 
Another ghost which has been seen is the 

ghost of an old gentleman wearing a flat 
cap. He has been seen several times 
walking in the tunnel nearby. He does 
not interact with anyone but just 
disappears. There has been poltergeist 
phenomena reported from the caretakers 
office and back in the hall there is a 
horrific tale, resulting in the tragic death 
of another young girl. Mr. Boothroyd, a 
horrible revered man, was indecently 
assaulting a young girl in times when 
such things were not talked about, and 
the girl continued to suffer in silence at 
the hands of this horrible man. In her 
despair and suffering, she took her own 
life. Her body was found hanging from 
the staircase in the hall.  
 
The ghost of this girl is still said to haunt 
the hall and has been seen looking out of 
the windows, and there have been eerie 
reports of choking noises coming from 
the room in which she died. Other ghosts 
said to haunt Annesley hall are a hagged 
woman, a servant maid which has been 
seen crying out for help, and a rather 
dapper man in a hat that haunts the 
breakfast room of the house. Down in the 
cellar is where evil is said to dwell.  
 
There is a lot of evil connected with it 
from times when devil worshipping was 
carried out here, and this place has a dark 
and heavy atmosphere as well as the 
feeling of foreboding. Dead bodies were 
laid out here on the cold concrete floor as 
it kept them cool before they were taken 
in to the church opposite and then buried. 
An apparition in military uniform has 
been seen here as there have been lots of 
military people connected with the hall 
over the years. There is a secret 
passageway here that led out from the 
cellar, but is now filled in. it is believed 
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breaking and entering the hall and 
conducting black rituals). One of the 
ghosts associated with the hall is that of 
the servant girl made pregnant by Lord 
Chaworth. One evening a year or so after 
the birth of their son, the servant girl was 
seen by a groom in the grounds of 
Annesley Hall. She appeared to be thin 
and ill, she was seen making for the 
house and ignored the groom when he 
called out. The man reported what he had 
seen, but strangely the girl had not 
arrived at the house. 

She was seen several times over the 
following weeks and it became obvious 
that the girl was a ghost. Eventually the 
story reached Lord Chaworth. He was 
still receiving letters from 
Northumberland with assurances that all 
was well. At first he did not believe the 
stories, but he then decided to take 
action. He sent his steward up to 
Northumberland to inquire after the girl 
and her baby boy. The steward found out 
that the girl had died around the time that 
her ghost had  first appeared.  
 
The ghost is still seen to this day, 
wandering the grounds of the hall and 
nearby areas. She is said to walk quietly 
and modestly, wearing a hooded bonnet 
and shawl. She may also have been seen 
by a member of my team in 2005. Whilst 
repair work was being done at the hall, 
workers discovered the bodies of a 
mother and baby found buried under the 
stairs. Were these the bodies of the 
servant girl and baby boy that supposedly 
were shipped off by Squire Chaworth? 
Were they actually murdered and the 
whole story of them being sent off just a 
fabrication? An intriguing thought, 
which could explain why the servant girl 
is still seen to this day haunting the 
grounds. Perhaps she is looking to be 
reunited with her young baby boy. 
 
Another female ghost, is seen less often. 
This ghost has long dark hair that she 
brushes repeatedly as she sits beside a 
well in the hall grounds. Lacking a 
bonnet and shawl, nobody seems to 
know who she is. Another apparition that 
is seen quiet often is that of another 
servant girl. She is sighted in the upper 
corridor of the staff block standing on 
floorboards that have long since rotted 

For many years the hall was the home of 
the Chaworth family who were instantly 
related to the Byron’s of Newstead 
Abbey. The two families did not get on 
and in 1790 the 5th Lord Byron killed 
William Chaworth in a dual. This was 
but one of many crimes that earned the 
5th Lord Byron the local nickname 
‘Wicked Jack’. 
 
No doubt the Chaworth’s were as 
relieved as everyone else around 
Annesley when wicked Jack dropped 
dead and the title and estates passed to 
his ten year old great nephew who had 
been living in Edinburgh. The 
Chaworth’s however, were less than 
impressed when the new Baron fell in 
love with their daughter Mary Chaworth. 
Lord Byron wrote an impressive poem in 
honor of young Mary, but the 
Charworth’s threw him out. Mary went 
on to make a happy if unpoetic marriage, 
while Byron matured to be wayward but 
also one of the finest poets in English 
history.  
 
Back at Annesley, the Chaworth’s were 
soon proving that they were not as noble 
and superior as they liked to maintain. 
The then squire, Lord Chaworth got one 
of his servants pregnant. Wanting to 
avoid a scandal, Squire Chaworth packed 
the girl off to stay with an Aunt in 
Northumberland. Unlike Wicked Jack 
Byron, however, Squire Chaworth was 
no scoundrel. He sent the girl off with a 
good purse of silver and made sure that 
regular payments were sent to her as the 
birth approached. The servant girl could 
not write, but her aunt could and sent 
Squire Chaworth regular bulletins. In due 
course a healthy boy was born to the girl 
in Northumberland. Squire Chaworth 
sent larger sums now to maintain the 
mother and child. 
 
The Chaworth line continued until 1790, 
when George Chaworth died leaving his 
only child, Mary as heiress to the lands. 
They were then conveyed to John 
Musters, the Squire of Colwick’s son, on 
their marriage in 1805. The family took 
the name Chaworth Musters and made 
Annesley their home. John C Musters 
took over the property in 1859 and made 
extensive changes to the land around the 
Hall. Particularly, he took down the 
houses which mainly comprised of 
Annesley Village and turned the lands 
into gardens for the hall. The hall finally 
passed out of the hands of the Chaworth 
Musters family in 1973, when they sold 
the property to live at nearby Felly 
Priory. Annesley Hall since then has had 
a major fire and has fallen into disrepair.  
 
The Ghosts. 
 
There are many ghost stories connected 
with the hall, due to its long history and 
tragic tales. Black magic and witchcraft 
were also said to have been practised at 
the hall as well as today (due to people 

In 1997 a huge fire 
broke out in Annesley 

hall ravaging the 
building and leaving 
nothing but an empty 

shell. The same 
condition in which it 

still stands today. 

The Haunting of Annesley Hall.
By Robert Young BSc.

 



moving about where saw what we 
thought we saw. Myself and friend Neil 
went down into the cellar to conduct a 
vigil. Whilst asking out to any External 
Paranormal Agencies (EPA) to try and 
provoke some form of activity, we both 
heard what seemed like footfall on the 
stairs and shuffling sounds. 
 
Upstairs in the Main Hall, investigators, 
Sharon, Scott and Keli heard a distinct 
little girls voice say ‘Come play with me 
Grandpa, come play with me’. Upstairs 
in the Master Bedrooms flashing light 
anomalies were reported by several team 
members. Whilst me and Neil were still 
conducting our vigil in the cellar a 
woman guest experienced what was 
described as a temporal possession took 
place. It seemed as if some external 
influence was trying to take her over. I 
remain very sceptical about this 
experience although she seemed 
genuinely frightened and was crying. I 
believe hysteria and suggestion was to 
blame due to the nights progressive 
activity. 
 
During the woman’s alleged spirit 
cleansing, (again very sceptical about 
this!) and whilst we were upstairs a 
horrific woman’s scream was heard by 

Above Photo: A Strange mist caught on 
Camera? 

Inside the hall itself and as I was walking 
around the old building, I picked up a 
high reading on the EMF meter I was 
using at the time (Remember there were 
no AC or DC fields present, as this was a 
derelict hall with no electrics) at the 
exact same time as a guest medium, 
Lindsay picked up an alleged vision of a 
woman spirit standing between myself 
and her in the doorway. The reading just 
as quickly as it spiked just as quickly 
dissipated. Later during a photo analysis 
a friend and guest of ours Neil 
photographed an orb between myself and 
Lindsey in the doorway at exactly the 
same time as she envisioned the woman 
and my EMF meter spiked. This seemed 
very coincidental if the photo was just a 
dust particle etc! 

In the Main Hall, Investigator Gemma 
Palmer felt what she described as ‘A 
gushing cold wind pass me and I felt all 
tingly’. Upstairs in one of the main 
bedrooms, we tried a glass divination 
experiment which proved very poor and 
no results obtained. Whilst I was upstairs 
and was about about to take a 
photograph, I witnessed what seemed to 
be a dark shadowy possibly hooded 
apparition move into the middle archway 
of three in one of the bedrooms and just 
stood there. The form appeared to be that 
of a large, broad shouldered man with a 
collar sticking up with no distinct facial 
features. Our friend and wife of guest 
Neil, Joanne said she saw it as well as 
investigator Gemma at the same time. 

I tried to replicate what we saw by using 
torches we were using to try and cast 
shadows onto the back wall. The results 
seemed similar but the figure we saw 
seemed three dimensional although we 
only saw it for a few seconds. So 
unfortunately although it seemed like 
maybe it could be something paranormal 
it could well be a sighting of some 
normal explanation although there have 
been reports of dark shadowy forms 

The Haunting of Annesley Hall. 
By Robert Young BSc. 

there is a terrible evil that lies here in the 
passageway but it probably is just a filled 
in passageway that used to lead to the 
now ruined church. 
 
The church ruins are also haunted. A 
black robed monk has been seen several 
times wandering between the gravestones 
and ruins. The robed apparition has also 
been seen crossing the road by the side of 
the hall and church. On more than one 
occasion motorists have been horrified to 
see this frightening apparition step out in 
front of their vehicle, before vanishing at 
the point of impact. 
 
The Investigation. 
 
On the 12 November 2005, The Office of 
Parapsychological Studies, then called 
The Derbyshire Ghost Society were 
invited to conduct an all night vigil at 
this fabulous property. The society was 
only several months old then and proved 
to be one of the best and still one of the 
best investigations to date. Before the 
main investigation myself and Sharon 
met Dick Starr, Annesley Halls main 
historian for a pre-visit to show us 
around the hall and to take baseline 
readings.  
 
This shouldn’t be a problem at all as no 
electrical current runs through the now 
derelict hall. The baseline readings did 
not pick up anything anomalous or 
unusual. Sharon and Dick did hear 
running across the floorboards above us 
on the 1st floor, but it was only us there. 
During the fascinating tour of the 
building, and whilst down in the cellar, 
we all heard a mans deep sigh! No one 
said they sighed at the time and is 
reported as a regular occurrence. 
 
The night of the evenings main 
investigation started off very quietly with 
just the guest mediums picking up on 
names connected with the property. 
Outside in the stable blocks, Sharon and 
her group were conducting a vigil when a 
number of the team heard what sounded 
like a door shutting in the clock tower, 
although there are no doors left in the 
building! The group also reported the 
entrance gates rattle although upon 
investigation, no one was there. This 
could of course been just a breeze 
passing through the gates. Sharon also 
reported the apparition of a woman 
dressed in time worn clothes walking 
across the lawn in the moonlight. She 
went to find who had strayed off by 
themselves only to find nobody there! 
Could this have been the ghost of the 
servant girl who has been reported 
walking across the grounds? This 
sighting corresponds with other 
witnesses seeing the same thing in the 
same place.  
 
Ten minutes earlier, a member of her 
team heard distinct whispering in his ear 
in the same area. 

Annesley Hall near 
Annesley in 
Nottinghamshire, 
England, is the 
ancestral home of the 
Chaworth-Musters 
family. 

The Hall dates from 
the mid-13th century, 
but was significantly 
enlarged and 
improved by Patrick 
Chaworth, 3rd 
Viscount Chaworth. 

Mary Chaworth, who 
lived at the Hall, was 
the boyhood lover of 
the poet Lord Byron, 
who lived at nearby 
Newstead Abbey. 
Byron's poem "The 
Dream" concerns the 
meeting of two lovers 
on Diadem Hill, part 
of The Misk Hills 
range, which 
belonged to the 
Annesley estate. 

The uncle of the poet 
Byron had killed the 
then Lord Chaworth 
in a duel outside the 
house. 

Mary Chaworth 
eventually married 
John Musters of 
Colwick Hall in 1805. 
Their teenage son, 
Charles Musters, 
sailed as a Volunteer 
1st Class aboard 
HMS Beagle with 
Charles Darwin, but 
died of malaria in 
South America on 
May 19, 1832. 

The Chaworth-
Musters family 
became one of the 
most powerful 
families in 
Nottinghamshire. 

The hall is now in 
private ownership. 
English Heritage 
have listed the 
building on the 
'Buildings at Risk 
Register' as high 
vulnerability and 
deteriorating. 
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Conclusion. 
 
Annesley Hall was and still is one of the 
best investigations we conducted. There 
were many personal experiences and 
evidence supporting that the derelict hall 
may well be haunted or that some form 
of paranormal activity was and is 
occurring. Although we occasionally use 
a medium now, just for any 
corroboration or lost historical evidence, 
back in 2005, we were all a little naïve 
about mediumship, and I had just begun 
my scientific training in Parapsychology 
especially as I am very sceptical about 
such so called psychic talents unless they 
can be tested and corroborated in a 
scientific environment which is very rare. 
The first alleged so called temporal 
possession, I believe was nothing more 
than hysteria and suggestion due to the 
environment we were in and stories 
heard but what happened to Sharon, on a 
second investigation, I am not too sure 
about. Something happened to her that 
unnerved me which she still has no 
recollection of, that I witnessed. 
Whatever it was, I do not want to see 
again...  
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A bit later during the investigation, 
Sharon became suddenly quiet and 
transfixed, she would not respond to 
anything I said to her. I knew something 
was wrong and asked a couple of 
mediums present including Lindsay to 
have a look at Sharon as she looked very 
ill and didn’t say anything. 
 
One of the so called elder mediums 

stated that something was attaching itself 
to Sharon so both Lindsay and the elder 
medium allegedly cleansed her whilst 
Sharon had no recollection of this 
experience at all. This experience seeing 
Sharon crying uncontrollably whilst she 
was supposedly being cleansed unnerved 
me and got Sharon out of the building as 
quick as possible. This experience 
happened to the most level headed and 
sceptical person I know and somehow 
new this was a real terrifying experience 
that she still does not remember. This 
had not happened before or since then. 

myself, that seemed to come from 
downstairs, which was also picked up on 
video. Neil and investigator Matt Palmer 
came upstairs to see what was happening 
and although I asked Sharon who was 
screaming downstairs in the Main Hall 
she replied ‘No one is screaming’! This 
was quite unnerving as Sharon, Scott and 
Keli were the only investigators 
downstairs at the time. 

Above Photo: The Strange Mist 
envelopes the Exposure? 
 
Near to the end of the investigation we 
decided to conduct a séance in the cellar 
downstairs (we was a bit naïve then!). As 
the mediums were trying to make contact 
with alleged spirits, Matt and James 
Palmer reported extreme pains in their 
sides. Matt had to leave the cellar due to 
him feeling ill and the severe pains he 
experienced. When he left the cellar, 
Matt reported that he felt fine. As the 
team left the cellar to pack up for the 
night, myself and Neil stayed behind in 
the cellar to pack up the locked off 
cameras.  
 
As we were breaking them down, the 
temperature in the cellar dropped 
dramatically and the atmosphere in the 
cellar changed considerably, almost 
electric as both the hairs on our hands 
and neck stood up! Just then, we both 
heard a mans loud deep sigh! We stood 
there a little bit longer to see if anything 
else occurred, but unfortunately nothing 
else did. This brought an end to an 
extremely good investigation. 
 
During the second investigation, in 2006, 
nothing anomalous occurred apart from 
one incident which shook me to the core! 
Whilst Sharon was being led from 
upstairs down to the Main Hall with a 
security guard because she felt 
uncomfortable, they both felt a sudden 
cold breeze brush past them down the 
stairs. 

Rob Young is a 
Parapsychologist 

who founded the non 
profit organisation, 

The Office of 
Parapsychological 

Studies: 
www.parapsy.co.uk  
based in Mansfield 
Woodhouse. Rob is 
also a professional 

member of The Rhine 
Research Centre and 

a member of The 
Parapsychological 

Association. For free 
investigations and 

research, please 
contact Rob at: 

itstherob@hotmail. 
com or alternatively 

on 01623624512.      

The Haunting of Annesley Hall.
By Robert Young BSc.
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PARANORMAL NEWS ON FACEBOOK 
VISIT PARANORMAL NEWS ON FACEBOOK TO GET THE LATEST NEWS 

A group chronicling all news from within the paranormal world. Ghosts, 
UFO's, Cryptozoological, Weird and much more will be added in its  

particular area. Due to Facebook rules and regulations and  
copyright protection, all news will be added as a link with  

a header explaining the link.   
 

Please add all links in the correct discussion group.  
Feel free to invite those you feel may find this tool of use or 

add links themselves. 

Woodbridge, Suffolk, England. Sunday June 17 at:              
10am - 11.30pm. The Rendlesham 2012 UFO Conference 

http://www.rendleshamufo.com/ 

 

 

The Other Sides of 

Don’t Believe, Don’t Disbelieve, Think! 

Paul Kimball is one of Canada’s leading UFO and paranormal researchers, both through his work 
as an award-winning documentary filmmaker (2005 EBE Awards for Best UFO Film and Best 
Historical Documentary for Aztec: 1948, 2007 EBE award for Best Historical Documentary for 

Best Evidence; nominated for a total of seven other EBEs from 2005 to 2007), and as a 
researcher, writer, and speaker. He has appeared on television, radio (Coast to Coast, CBC 

Morningside, Binnall of America, Strange Days Indeed, The Paracast) and in person at 
conferences and symposiums in Canada, the United Kingdom, and the United States, to discuss 
the UFO phenomenon and the paranormal. Paul also stars with Holly Steven's in the TV series 

'Ghost Cases', assisted by UPIA.                                                          
Visits Paul’s Amazing Blog Spot at:   http://redstarfilms.blogspot.com 

UPIA 
UNKNOWN  PHENOMENA  INVESTIGATION  ASSOCIATION 
 

ESTABLISHED IN 1998, THE UPIA ARE ONE OF THE 
LEADING ORGANISATIONS IN THE UK AND ARE AT THE 

FOREFRONT OF SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF THE 
UNEXPLAINED. TO LEARN MORE, FEEL FREE TO VISIT US 

AT OUR WEBSITE BELOW 

MAPIT 

UPIA ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ON FACEBOOK GROUPS 

MACHESTER’S  ASSOCIATION  OF  PARANORMAL  INVESTIGATION  &  TRAINING 
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AND MUCH MORE 

 
 

Rich TV have in house crew, editing suites and designers allowing us to create the perfect video to 
compliment your website.  If you require one web video for a single website or 25 web videos for different 
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product and allowing them to create links and upload your new online video.                                                                          
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http://theupiafiles.wordpress.com 

This blog has been developed to offer interested parties a honest and 
unbiased account of modern day paranormal investigation, Analysis of 
media reports and images and re-education regarding the likes of the 2012 
reports. It is also hoped we may change the mindset of most modern day 
paranormal investigators, and fans of Media driven paranormal tv shows, 
that all is not as it seems.  

Natural, medical, physiological, psychological and other areas of known 
means can result in most reported Paranormal and UFOlogical instances 
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STRANGE PHENOMENA INVESTIGATIONS                                                         

PUBLIC UFO & PARANORMAL DISCUSSION MEETINGS.  

I would like to inform you that the meetings of local Hastings paranormal research group, Strange Phenomena Investigations, (SPI) will be resuming on 
Saturday 16th June 2012.  

WHAT ARE THESE MEETINGS ABOUT?  

The nature of holding these meetings is to give you the public, an opportunity to attend meetings such as this and for you to find out what’s going on within the 
confines of the ‘weird and wonderful’ These meetings also give you a voice, and opportunity to ask any questions, raise any points and essentially participate in 
what we call the paranormal.  

These meetings are also a focus point for you to inform us of any strange paranormal experiences that you might have had. Everything will be treated in the 
strictest of confidence and hopefully we can find some form of solution to what it was you observed.  

These meetings will also comprise of discussions on UFOs, Ghosts, Poltergeists, Cryptozoology, Ancient Astronauts, Conspiracy Theories and many aspects of 
the paranormal. We will also be showing TV shows on UFOs and the Paranormal. SPI founder Malcolm Robinson will be at a later stage be giving lectures on 
ghosts, UFOs and all things ‘weird and wonderful’. But in the main, these meetings are ‘For You.’ Share your views feelings and thoughts on subjects which are 
currently outside science and join like minded people who share the passion for all things weird.  

NEW HASTINGS MEETING VENUE.  

The Cinque Ports Pub, 105 All Saints Street, Hastings Old Town, East Sussex, TN34 3BE.  

Dates of lectures: 

JUNE   Saturday 16th June: 12. 30pm till 3:00pm   /  Saturday 30th June: 12.30pm till 3:00pm  

JULY   Saturday 14th July: 12. 30pm till 3:00pm   /  Saturday 28th July 12. 30pm till 3:00pm  

AUGUST   Saturday 11th August: 12. 30pm till 3:00pm   /  Saturday 25th August: 12.30pm till 3:00pm  

SEPTEMBER   Saturday 08th September: 12. 30pm till 3:00pm   /  Saturday 22nd September: 12.30pm till 3:00pm  

OCTOBER   Saturday 13th: 12. 30pm till 3:00pm   /  Saturday 27th: 12.30pm till 3:00pm  

NOVEMBER  Saturday 10th: 12. 30pm till 3:00pm   /  Saturday 24th: 12.30pm till 3:00pm  

DECEMBER   Saturday 08th 12. 30pm till 3:00pm   /  Saturday: 15th 12.30pm till 3:00pm  

THE CINQUE PORTS PUB  

This pub was established in the seventeenth century – formerly called Cinque Port Arms. A splendidly (and appropriately) olde-worlde little pub in the 
heart of the old town. Everything is just what you'd hope for in such a location - excellent real ales on the hand pumps, exposed oak, beams, old-fashioned 
service, locals who could have been there twenty years or twenty minutes and a dark and cosy atmosphere. Apart from the odd bit of the 20th century technology, 
dotted here and there, you get the feeling that this place has stayed more or less the same over the centuries, let's hope it continues. (Review found on a pub web 
site) By the way folks, this pub is haunted!  

PLEASE NOTE  

SPI reserve the right to change these dates if other events transpire to make these dates invalid. Always check before travelling. For more information e-mail 
Malcolm at malckyspi@yahoo.com or check Malcolm’s Facebook at www.facebook.com/malcolm.robinson2  

GETTING TO THE VENUE  

TRAINS  

You can get regular South Eastern trains to Hastings from London Victoria and London Charring Cross Train Stations. The train from London is roughly 1 hour 
and 40 minutes. There is a taxi rank right outside Hastings train station.  

BY CAR & PARKING  

                             There are parking facilities at the Stade (where the Hastings old black fishermen’s huts are at Hastings Old Town) and from there it’s a short 
walk to All Saints Street. 

WALKING FROM THE TRAIN STATION  

                                  How to find the Cinque Ports Arms pub.   From Hastings train station: head down the hill from the station to the sea front.                 
Turn left (east) and walk along the sea front until you get to the point where the road turns left up the hill and becomes the Old London 

Road. Walk a little further and the next left is All Saint's Street, walk along here for a short while and you'll soon see the pub on your left. 
This is the nicer walk from the station, you could take a sort cut through the shopping area, but what's the point of being at the seaside if 

you're not actually beside the sea - it's about a 20-25 minute walk from the station.  

For more information on these upcoming meetings.  

Please contact Malcolm on either of the following: SPI Meetings. Flat 5, Unicorn House, Croft Road, Hastings, East Sussex, TN34 3HE. Telephone: 07949 178 
835. e-mail: malckyspi@yahoo.com Malcolm’s Facebook at www.facebook.com/malcolm.robinson2 If you don’t have a computer then a map can be sent to you 
on request showing the venue. If you do have a computer, the type in the address of the Cinque Ports pub (details above) for location.  

We look forward to seeing you at these discussion meetings. Be there or be forever square.   Malcolm Robinson (Founder Strange Phenomena Investigations)

 





 

  

 

 

  



Past Life Regression: What is it? 
By Kevin Lethby & Steve Mera 
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It is all down to beliefs, whether or not we only have one life or 
indeed many lives. Obviously, past life regression works on the 

theory that we all have many lives throughout time, but this 
brings up further points...exactly how do we regress to previous 

lives, what vehicle do we use to go back in time?. 
Hypnotherapists will say that they can regress you, but can you 

do it yourself?. 



comfortable, relax and close their eyes, 
allowing themselves to clear their minds 
and drift. As Alan continued to instruct 
the volunteers it was not long before he 
pointed out a few of them to me. Alan 
was looking for clear signs of those that 
may be completely relaxed and in a form 
of trance like state. A few volunteers 
coughed or scratched themselves to 
which Alan pointed out and suggested 
that they would not be good candidates. 
However, Alan did point out a handful of 
volunteers that seemed to be very relaxed 
and were now breathing quite deeply. 

Alan focused more on these individuals 
placing his hand on the head and 
instructing them to go back to childhood 
memories. As myself and Neal were 
onlooking with fascination, Alan took 
them back further to when they were 
born. Finally, Alan focused on just 4 
volunteers and instructed them to go 
back before they were born and asked 
them what they could recall. 

The first subject which we will call 
(David) claimed to have memories of a 
prior life in which he was a medical 
doctor by the name of Andrew Smith. 
The year was 1890 and he was in 
Northern Ireland, living above the 
surgery at 58 West Street, Belfast. David 
went onto say that he had two children 
that had died at birth, (twins) and 
unfortunately he was not present due to 
being away working. David claimed that 
Dr. Andrew Smith died of stomache 
cancer, was Catholic and was burried at 
St. Steven’s / Stephen’s church which is 
in close proximity to the surgery. 

Often, conducting research can be rather 
difficult and time consuming. In the time 
I had, I managed to find a number of 
things. First up, there is a St. Stephen’s 
church which this year celebrates its 
140th year which means that in 1890 the 
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So we have briefly touched on the idea 
that past life regression is viable and how 
it may help us in our present life and the 
way in which past life regression works. 

Experiments with Alan Bates. 

Alan Bates whole career has been in 
show business and for the last 20 years 
has hypnotised many thousands of 
“Stars”. He lays claim to be one of the 
worlds great Masters of the art and is a 
Star of Television and Theatre both in 
the U.K and overseas, Alan puts his 
success and reputation down to a unique 
show content, the ability to communicate 
and entertain people with a quality 
presentation and the ability to hypnotise 
people very quickly. 

Alan is a member of F.E.S.H. The 
Federation of Ethical Stage Hypnotists. 
He is also a member of British Equity. 
Alan’s work is respectable, ethical and 
decent and conforms to the U.K. 
Hypnotism Act 1952 and Home Office 
guidelines. 

Last month, Alan visited the Planet X 
Radio Show at City Talk 105.9fm in the 
heart of Liverpool to conduct Past Life 
Regression on a number of volunteers. 
Myself (Streve Mera) and radio host 
Neal Atkinson were there to assist and 
monitor Alan’s progress. The session 
was carried out in the Radio City Tower, 
450 feet up in the sky. Alan had before 
him around 20 volunteers and began the 
session by explaining the process of 
hypnosis, accompanied by elegant and 
relaxing background music.  

It was my job to list the names of the 
participants and to note any interesting 
relevant information they may come out 
with whilst under hypnotic suggestion. I 
layed out the name sheets in front of me 
as Alan asked the volunteers to get 

Many questions are asked here, but let's 
look at the theories. It is said that we 
have a soul which is separate from the 
physical body. This soul is the real us, 
the part of our existence that lives 
through many lives - some people say the 
soul is our true identity. The theory 
continues that the soul has many 
challenges and lessons to overcome and 
experience and these cannot be done in 
just one lifetime. Indeed, it can take 
many, many lifetimes and even then the 
soul may not have experienced all it 
needs. The experiences and challenges of 
previous lives can be learnt through past 
life regression. 

So the soul will keep it's own identity 
whilst incarnating using the physical 
body as the vehicle needed whilst on the 
earth. During each incarnation, although 
the physical body will have a different 
identity, the soul has the same identity 
and stores information about what it has 
learnt and experienced during the 
previous incarnations. Then, when each 
incarnation has ended, the soul will look 
at what else it needs to learn and will 
chose an appropriate physical body to 
use for it's next challenge. 

This brings us to the present day. I think 
most of us will have said at some point 
during a difficult time "If I had a choice I 
wouldn't have chosen this life", myself 
included. But this is where it gets 
complex, the soul knows exactly what 
we need to learn and benefit from before 
we were born, so when we make that 
statement, we should realise that we are 
going through exactly the sort of 
challenges that are making our lives 
difficult, that the soul needed to learn 
from. 

So, where does past life regression fit 
into all this?, well, as mentioned before, 
the soul carries with it all our previous 
experiences and it is said that some of the 
difficulties we may be facing in this life 
are a result of actions in past lives. For 
example, I have a particular phobia and I 
was informed through regression with a 
medium (not a hypnotherapist) that the 
phobia I have now was a symptom of my 
dying conditions in my most recent life. 
In this case, past life regression may help 
eradicate the phobia connected to my last 
life. 

There are many well known publications 
available that research past life 
regression stories, too many to mention 
here, but they all make very interesting 
reading. Some skeptics may say that 
people who have been regressed always 
report as being someone of great 
importance, this is definitely not true. For 
example, in the brief story I told above 
about my phobia from my last life, I was 
a skinny waif in eastern Europe who died 
at 10 years old. Hardly nobility. 

Past life regression is 
a technique that uses 

hypnosis to recover 
what practitioners 

believe are memories 
of past lives or 

incarnations, though 
others regard them as 
fantasies or delusions. 
Past life regression is 
typically undertaken 
either in pursuit of a 
spiritual experience, 

or in a 
psychotherapeutic 

setting. Most 
advocates loosely 
adhere to beliefs 

about reincarnation, 
though religious 

traditions that 
incorporate 

reincarnation 
generally do not 

include the idea of 
repressed memories of 

past lives. The 
technique used during 

PLR involves the 
subject answering a 

series of questions 
while hypnotised to 
reveal identity and 

events of alleged past 
lives, a method 

similar to that used in 
recovered memory 

therapy and one that 
similarly 

misrepresents memory 
as a faithful recording 

of previous events 
rather than a 

constructed set of 
recollections. The use 
of hypnosis makes the 

subject particularly 
likely to hold distorted 

or false memories. 
The source of the 
memories is more 

likely cryptomnesia 
and confabulations 

that combine 
experiences, 
knowledge, 

imagination and 
suggestion or 

guidance from the 
hypnotist than recall 

of a previous 
existence. Once 

created, the memories 
are indistinguishable 
from memories based 

on events that 
occurred during the 

subject's life.  
Memories reported 

during past life 
regression have been 

investigated, and 
revealed historical 

inaccuracies that are 
easily explained 
through a basic 

knowledge of history, 
elements of popular 

culture or books that 
discuss historical 

events. Experiments 
with subjects 

undergoing PLR 
indicate that a belief 
in reincarnation and 

suggestions by the 
hypnotist are the two 

most important 
factors regarding the 
contents of memories 

reported. 

Wikipedia 

Past Life Regression: What is it?
By Kevin Lethby & Steve Mera



The third subject which we will call 
(Anne) claimed to be a woman in her 
prior life by the name of Mary Fenton. 
She was british and lived in Doncaster 
during 1942. Her parents names were 
John and Albert and that she attended 
Bridgemount School. She also attended 
St. Saviours, a catholic church ran by 
Father Richards. Mary eventually 
married and had to children, Diasy and 
Molly. Anne claimed that Mary died and 
was burried in Doncaster.  
 
Again I found it difficult to locate 
supporting evidence. Even though there 
is a St. Saviours church in the vicinity, it 
is not a catholic church but a church of 
England. Nor did I find a Bridemount 
School in Doncaster. What is interesting 
is that Alan’s researcher managed to find 
an official document such as a certificate, 
listing Mary Felton. 
 
The last subject who we will call (Edna) 
claimed to have had a prior life as a 
woman known as Dorris Dutton. The 
year was 1740 and she was aged 81. She 
claimed to live at No.4 Exeter Street, 
Cornwall and was married and had four 
children, John, Elizabeth, Sarah and 
Anna, and that her husband worked in 
the mines. She claimed to have been 
burried at Churton cemetery in Cornwall. 
 
My first point of research was mining in 
Cornwall during the 1740s. I focused on 
the working and community life of the 
labouring miner in Cornwall from the 
seventeen-forties, to the collapse of the 
copper industry in the late eighteen-
sixties. These were the years when 
copper mnining dominated the county's 
economy. Production began to overhaul 
that of tin in the 1740's and reached its 
peak in the quinquennium 1855-60. The 
rapid rise of this great industry, with the 
advances in technology and industrial 
organisation which it entailed, makes its 
story the story of the Industrial 
Revolution in Cornwall. This was father 
interesting as Edna claimed her husband 
in her previous life worked as a miner 
during the 1740s and that there was 
historical data to support this claim. 
 
My second point of research was the 
location of No.4 Exeter Street, Cornwall. 
I was surprised to find an No.4 Exeter 
Street, however, I am currently 
attempting to date this building to see if 
it could have been standing during the 
1740s. 

Very much. So much so, Ange started to 
get upset and cry. She claimed she lived 
in the Oxford, London area and worked 
in a church of somekind helping in the 

manufacture of stain glass windows. Due 
to the lack of details I was unable to find 
any supporting evidence. There were 
obviously a number of churches in the 
location. What I found interesting was 
that Ange claimed her name in her prior 
life was also the same as her current one. 

Also, that when Ange awoke she felt her 
face and noticed that tears had been 
running down her cheeks. She was rather 
perplexed at this. She did have a 
subconscious memory in regards sand 
but was not too sure of its meaning. For 
those who know anything about glass 
manufacture, sand was commonly used. 
Could the memory of doing something 
with sand be connected to her memory of 
manufacturing stain glass windows? 
Who knows. No relevant information 
was found. 

Past Life Regression: What is it? 
By Kevin Lethby & Steve Mera 

Was in fact standing. However, this 
church did not seem to have a cemetery, 
nor could I locate any information to say 
it had ever had a cemetery. 

Also, I managed to find two West 
Streets. The first being at postcode BT38 
is 10.7 miles away from the church 
situated at postcode BT1 and the second 
West Street at postcode BT62 being 36.5 
miles away from the church at postcode 
BT1. (Photo of church above). 

(Above Photo of Belfast during 1890). 
There were only two listings on the 1911 
Census, and these would have made  Dr. 
Andrew Smith 3 years or 6 years old at 
the time of this past life recall (1890). 
 
The second subject, which we will call 
(Ange) did not give very much 
information. She claimed the year was 
1892 and she lived at a possible convant 
or orphange. That she was not well 
educated, possibly could not read nor 
write, and that she missed her mother 

Reincarnation is the 
religious or 
philosophical belief 
that the soul or spirit, 
after biological 
death, begins a new 
life in a new body 
that may be human, 
animal or spiritual 
depending on the 
moral quality of the 
previous life's 
actions. This doctrine 
is a central tenet of 
the Indian religions 
and is a belief that 
was held by such 
historic figures as 
Pythagoras, Plato 
and Socrates. It is 
also a common belief 
of pagan religions 
such as Druidism, 
Spiritism, Theosophy, 
and Eckankar and is 
found in many tribal 
societies around the 
world, in places such 
as Siberia, West 
Africa, North 
America, and 
Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wikipedia. 
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One thing is for sure. Alan Bates has 
agreed to continue this line research in 
hope of finding a real jewel, where there 
will be plenty of evidence to support this 
unusual phenomenon. We have all heard 
of amazing incidents of past life recall on 
tv shows throughout the world, however, 
as for it coming to Planet X, we will just 
have to wait and see... Watch this spot! 
Special Thanks to Alan Bates and Neal 
Atkinson, host of Planet X Radio Show 
on City Talk 105.9fm. 
 
http:www.planetxlive.co.uk 
http://www.pastlives.tv 
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Whilst those living geographically south 
of these lanes were instructed to attend 
St.Chad's Anglican church in Farndon. 
The first census listed was not until 1837, 
therefore not listing a Dorris Dutton 
during the 1700s. The four subjects were 
asked to attend Planet X Radio show the 
following week where they were given 
the data we had managed to locate. There 
are numerous interesting facts that could 
support some of the subject’s claims, 
however without obtaining further 
important facts, its impossible to say for 
sure if they were recalling a pass life or 
not... 

As for Churton cemetery. The only 
Churton I could find is one 14km South 
of Chester. It is 2 km kilometers (km) 
north of the small town of Farndon and 3 
km south of the village of Aldford on the 
B5130 in southwest Cheshire. The 
village nestles on the eastern side of the 
River Dee. The farmland surrounding the 
village is owned by two large estates; 
The Grosvenor Estate dominates the 
ownership of farmland in Churton by 
Aldford, and the Bamston Estate owns 
most of the land in Churton by Farndon 
area. The village is a commuter hamlet 
for people working in the near-by cities 
and towns of Chester, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Warrington and Wrexham. 
Most of the buildings located within the 
central area of Churton, are today, part of 
a Chester County Council designated 
conservation area. The 1971 census 
records that Churton by Farndon covered 
an area of 180 hectares and contained 40 
households.  

Churton is somewhat unique amongst 
Cheshire villages in not possessing an 
Anglican Church. A small Methodist 
Church was established inl832. The 
church was known as Churton Primitive 
Methodist Chapel, and was used by 
parishioners until 1993. After 1993 the 
church became a private residence. An 
inscription on the gable of the former 
church can still be read, "My House shall 
be called the House of Prayer for all 
people". Parishioners living north of 
Pump Lane and Hob lane were obliged to 
attend Sunday services at the Anglican 
church of St John The Baptist in Aldford.  

Further Pasdt Life 
Experiments are to 

take place . If you are 
interested in taking 
part, please contact 

Planet X Radio -  City 
Talk at 105.9fm 

 
www.planetxlive.co.uk 

 

Past Life Regression: What is it?
By Kevin Lethby & Steve Mera

Based on the Wirral, Cheshire, Alan has been performing Hypnosis shows for over twenty years.  
 
Alan first found work as a DJ / Presenter in the UK then went to work in the United States for three years 
cruising the Caribbean in the capacity of Casino Manager. While on board he became friendly with a 
Scottish illusionist who used hypnosis in his act. He found this so interesting that when he came back to 
England he studied psychology and read many books and eventually put together his own show 
incorporating his unique brand of comedy presentation and show content. Alan has performed in Cyprus, 
Malta, Switzerland, East Africa, Europe, Egypt, Singapore the Middle East and the United States. The 
highlight of his overseas touring was an invitation to perform for the Royal Family of Brunei on the 
occasion of Princess Hamada's Birthday. Alan is also the main player on the University and College Student 
Union circuit throughout the UK. Theatre tours have included The Royal Court and Neptune Theatres 
Liverpool, Chester Gateway Theatre, the Beck Theatre Middlesex, Wrexham Hippodrome, Oldham 
Coliseum Theatre and King Georges Hall Blackburn. For two years Alan toured the U.K with psychic 
medium Derek Acorah from the popular TV show "Most Haunted" starring in their own show "The 
Paranormal Experience". The show incorporated Mediumship and Past Life Regression. Alan's theatre show 
was filmed for the BBC's "Heart of the Matter" with Joan Bakewell and a sample of TV appearances have 
included Esther Ransen's That's Life, the James Whale Show, Fash TV to name a few. 
 
Alan prides himself on the respectability of the show and is a member of the Federation of Ethical Stage 
Hypnotists (F.E.S.H), and British Equity. The show includes audience participation but Alan stresses that 
you can not be hypnotised against your will and that you will not do anything against your own personal 
moral values, "That is why Alan looks for volunteers without any values"! The show is fast moving and the 
hypnotised stars of the stage may find themselves winning the lottery on stage, being chased by ghosts, 
smokers offered hundreds of pounds to take just one puff (and they cannot), starring in the cast of River 
Dance, feeding baby fairies or even conducting an orchestra at "Last night of the Proms" in the Royal Albert 
Hall, London. This is just an insight as to what may happen. The Alan Bates Comedy Hypnosis show is 
available for world wide booking. The show is fully self contained.  

Through years of experience with TV, Corporate, University and Private shows, the performance is presented extremely professionally to a very high standard. 
The show may run for fifty minutes up to two hours cabaret or theatre style and the "Stars" of the show may find themselves being knighted by Her Majesty the 
Queen and presented with an authenticated scroll, smokers offered hundreds of pounds cash to try just one puff, and they can't, or meeting film stars at the Oscars. 
This is a small insight as to what may happen.  



 



 



Spookology - Who Put The Norm in Paranormal? 
By Richard Holland 

In the way-back-when of my time editing Paranormal Magazine, I jokingly 
coined the term ‘spookology’ in one of my editorials. I’ve started using 
‘spook’ as a handy word for any really weird and inexplicable ghostly 

phenomenon. At a time when the supernatural, an area of research in which 
we still understand very little, is becoming increasingly codified, the bizarre 
nature of the spooks recalled in this column may serve as a reminder that it’s 

way too soon to start normalising the paranormal. 

F G Lee: Pioneering spookologist! 

 

A well-attested and yet entirely 
inexplicable spook from England is the 
‘Spectral Bird at West Drayton’. Under 
my own loose definition of a ‘spook’, 
it’s one of the best and best-known. 
Allow me to briefly recap, in case you 
haven’t heard of it.  
 
West Drayton is now a suburb in West 
London but back in the 1750s when the 
story takes place, it was a distinct 
village. The church was known to be 
haunted by a very unusual presence 
which manifested in the form of an 
enormous black bird, described by 
some but not all the witnesses as 
resembling a raven – but even bigger. 
Local tradition had it that it was the 
restless soul of a murderer who then 
committed suicide and who was buried 
in the churchyard – rather than at a 
nearby crossroads as would have been 
the custom – because he belonged to a 
significant local family. 
 
Most often the spectral bird was heard 
flapping about in the vaults below the 
church or perched on one of the coffins 
but it was sometimes seen in the church 
itself. On one memorable occasion a 
party of bell ringers chased it through 
the aisles and threw sticks at it, 
convinced it was a real bird – until it 
suddenly vanished just as one of the 
men was about to seize it. Several less 
dramatic but all-the-more believable 
first-hand accounts of other sightings of 
the feathered phantom also survive. 
These date from the nineteenth, rather 
than the eighteenth, century.  
 
The person we have to thank for not 
only recording the existence of this 
extraordinary spook but also for 
gathering all that useful testimony is 
Frederick George Lee, a former vicar of 
Lambeth in South London, who died in 
1902.  F G Lee wrote four books on the 
supernatural: Glimpses of the 
Supernatural (also known as The World 
Unseen), published in 1875; More 
Glimpses of the World Unseen, 1878; 
Glimpses in the Twilight, 1885; and 
Sights and Shadows, Being Examples of 
the Supernatural, 1894.  
 
They have rarely been reprinted and 
few of the spooky stories contained 
within them have been referred to by 
other, subsequent authors on the 
paranormal. Indeed, the spectral bird at 
West Drayton is the notable exception. 

Richard Holland is the 
editor of the ghosts and 
folklore website Uncanny 
UK and the former editor of 
Paranormal Magazine. A 
journalist of more than 20 
years’ experience in 
newspapers and magazines, 
he is the author of six 
books, including ‘Haunted 
Wales: A Guide to Welsh 
Ghostlore’ and ‘The Horror 
of Gyb Farm’. He is 
currently developing Smart 
Phone apps, including 
Ghost Finder London and 
Ghost Finder Edinburgh. 
To read more of Richard’s 
articles, and those of other 
authors on the subject of 
the supernatural in Britain, 
please visit 
www.uncannyuk.com  
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The reason for this is that Lee wrote 
exclusively on church history and 
divinity. The four books listed aren’t  
really ‘ghost books’ at all, rather they 
are works of theology, the supernatural 
occurrences he relates in them are used 
to back up or otherwise comment on his 
ideas on God and the spiritual world. In 
other words, they are hard work to 
wade through and not many people 

seem to have bothered. Which is a 
shame. Because the spectral bird isn’t 
the only weird and dramatic ghost 
account contained within them.  
 
On the contrary, there are some 
stunning stories, many taken from the 
witnesses themselves. Many of them 
are classic ‘spooks’. If a spectral raven 
isn’t weird enough for you, how about a  

The cover of Richard’s new book, now available on the Amazon Kindle store, 
‘The Horror of Gyb Farm and other True Ghost Stories from the pen of F G 

Lee’.  
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Spookology - Who Put The Norm in Paranormal? 
By Richard Holland 

ghost in the form of a man’s head with 
bat-like wings? Or the apparition of a 
woman as tall as a telegraph pole? Or 
this utterly bizarre phantom: ‘As 
recently as the year 1869, “A huge 
black dog, with a monster riding on its 
back”, was seen from time to time by 
several persons in the field on which 
the old mansion-house once stood.’ 
When I decided this year to dip my toe 
into the topsy-turvy world of 
publishing, an anthology of F G Lee’s 
sadly neglected ghost stories seemed an 
excellent place to start. It’s been in my 
mind ever since I first saw Lee’s 
second book in the list above, ‘More 
Glimpses of the World Unseen’ in the 
University of Wales Library in 
Aberystwyth. I was researching my pet 
subject of Welsh folklore at the time 
but couldn’t help taking a sneaky-peak 
at the one book of interest by F G Lee 
I’d never managed to track down. 
Flicking idly through it, I had to 
suppress a squeak of excitement in 
those hallowed halls of learning. 
 
I’d just read one of the weirdest and 
most gruesome ghost stories from 
England I’d ever encountered. It was 
about a farmhouse in Buckinghamshire, 
apparently besieged by hideous bestial 
phantoms which emerged from the 
ground one night near the site of an old 
gibbet. The narrator was one of the 
witnesses. It was chilling stuff: ‘We 
were each suddenly startled and 
awakened by the most frightful shrill 
and horrid shrieks and noises just  

outside on the roadway that 
ever man heard. Partly human 
and partly as if made by 
infuriated hogs, violently 
quarrelling, the roar and the 
screeching simply appalled us. I 
never heard the like of it in my 
life. It went through and 
through me.’ 
 
The narrator and his family, 
peering into the darkness saw 
hideous apparitions in vague 
animal-like shapes ‘fighting, 
screaming and clawing in a way 
that no mere words can 
properly tell or set forth’. For 
me this was the killer line: 
‘Some of them, judging by their 
motion, seemed to have no 
bones in them.’ Eeeeeeeeeeeep! 
 
How come I had never heard 
this amazing tale before? Why 
had I never seen it 
anthologised? These are spooks 
par excellence! Now I’ve put all 
the ghost stories F G Lee 
collected (other than a number 
of identikit crisis apparitions) 
into a handy book so that they 
can be enjoyed by others as 
much as I have enjoyed them. 
Currently it’s only available on 
Kindle (and other e-readers 
using the Kindle app) but I will 
sort it out for print on demand 
soon, too. I have named it after 
the story which galvanised me to make 

the collection: ‘The Horror  
of Gyb Farm’... 

The spooky cover of F G lee’s 1885 book ‘Glimpses in the 
Twilight’ from the author’s collection. 

Haunted Huddersfield                                                                 
By Kai Roberts.  To be published 5th June 2012, £9.99 Paperback Original.   

978-0-7524-6790-0                                                                     

A chilling and comprehensive investigation into Huddersfield’s haunted heritage 

Situated at the confluence of the Holme and Colne Valleys in the wild hills of the South 
Pennines, Huddersfield is one of the most picturesque and vibrant mill towns in the 
north of England. Due to heavy Roman occupation, and extensive involvement in the 
English Civil Wars the town also has a rich and often dark past, one that has been 
largely overlooked in supernatural surveys over the years. Haunted Huddersfield looks 
to correct that, collecting together reports of ghostly activity from across the district, 
many rooted in its troubled past. From the town centre and Castle Hill to the parishes of 
Kirkburton and Emley, this new title from folklore and paranormal authority Kai 
Roberts features a terrifying range of apparitions, manifestations and other supernatural 
phenomena. Sure to fascinate anyone with an interest in the town’s supernatural history, 
Haunted Huddersfield will make your blood run cold. Exploring the secret, the hidden 
and the sinister history of the town. Contains both well-known spooky tales and new 
material gleaned from Huddersfield’s archives. Includes over 60 black and white 
photographs of Huddersfield's most haunted locations.  

Kai Roberts has an MA in Philosophy of Mind from the University of Edinburgh. He 
has a life-long interest in Ghostlore and the local folklore of Yorkshire. He lives in 
Brighouse, West Yorkshire. 

For more information, Please contact Ross Britton please contact 
rbritton@thehistorypress.co.uk 

mailto:rbritton@thehistorypress.co.uk�


 

Earliest Known Mayan Calendar Found in Guatemalan 
House.                 

By Elizabeth Lopatto on May 10, 2012 

A 1,000-year-old house in Guatemala, its interior adorned 
with paintings of people, numbers and astronomical symbols, 
has yielded the earliest known Mayan calendar ever found, 
archaeologists said. The mural, covering three walls and a 
ceiling, is also the first Mayan art discovered in a building 
thought to be a house, according to the report, published in the 
journal Science.  

The researchers believe dates on the walls 
represent astronomical cycles of Mars, Venus, 
and lunar eclipses for 7,000 years. That suggests 
Mayans had computed the sky’s events hundreds 
of years before their now-famous Codices, the 
hieroglyphic manuscripts that record the 
civilization’s history and chronicles. The oldest 
of the codices was written about 1300, according 
to the report.  

“They’re painting it on the wall,” said William 
Saturno, an archaeologist at Boston University 
and lead author of the report, in a statement. 
“They seem to be using it like a blackboard.”  

The ninth-century structure was first found in 2010, by Max Chamberlain, a student of Saturno, who had 
followed looters’trails to the remote rainforest site. As for a popularly held belief that the Mayan calendar 
predicts the world will end in 2012, no such sign was found in the latest discovery, researchers said in a 
statement. “It’s like the odometer of a car, with the Maya calendar rolling over from the 120,000s to 
130,000,” said Anthony Aveni, professor of astronomy and anthropology at Colgate University and 
coauthor of the paper, in the statement. The site of the discovery is part of a city called Xultun, in 
Guatemala’s largest and northernmost region, Peten. The murals include a sitting king garlanded with 
feathers. Another painting shows a man in orange, holding a pen, who may be the house’s occupant, a 
scribe. Four numbers on the wall may represent the astronomical cycles.  

The ancient Mayan civilization reached the pinnacle of its power around the sixth century, covering all of 
Guatemala, Belize, and parts of Honduras, El Salvador and Mexico. Today’s discovery dates from the so-
called classic period, when many of the temples and palaces were built. Beginning in the early ninth 
century, the cities were abandoned. Researchers aren’t sure why.  

 

Mum and baby son forced out of their house by ghosts.                                                                                
By Miranda Prynne: 17th May 2012.  

A frantic mum fled her dream cottage clutching her 
baby son — after finding twelve GHOSTS there. 
Terrified Vanessa Mitchell, 37, told how weeks 
after moving in the spooks started: Sneakily 
HITTING her from behind, PULLING her hair 
and trying to SHOVE visitors down the stairs. 
They also invisibly MOVED objects around, 
RATTLED doorknobs and TURNED ON taps. 
Then they made BLOODSPOTS appear in the 
hall. 

The final straw was 
after she gave birth — 
and when son Jesse 
was four months old 
she saw a male 
apparition standing 
over his cot. Vanessa, 
who had spent three 
years putting up with 
the ghosts and counted 
at least a dozen, said 
yesterday: “I thought, 
‘As a single mum I 
can’t live like this’.”  

She is still shackled with the mortgage on the £147,000 two-bed cottage — once a prison for WITCHES 
in St Osyth, Essex. In a desperate bid to make ends meet she is opening it up to ghost tours.   

Expert Chris Palmer, 36, said of the 500-year-old building: “It’s got one of the most negative atmospheres 
I’ve ever come across.” 

Did a UFO cause the Pakistan 737 air crash? 
Reports suggest pilot may have been 'buzzed' by 
a triangular-shaped object before the accident. 

Pakistani soldiers stand next to the wreckage in Hussain Abad after 
the Bhoja Air Boeing 737 plane crashed on the outskirts of 

Islamabad on April 21 2012. 

Unconfirmed reports suggest that the cause of the Bhoja Air 
Boeing 737 crash in Pakistan last Friday may have been a UFO 

sighting by the pilot. A 

 Russian news report on the crash posted on YouTube incorporates 
footage of three mysterious lights moving in formation, leading to 

speculation in the UFO community that blame for the tragic 
accident may lie with an extra-terrestrial craft. 

There are rumours that the pilot may have been buzzed by the 
object and complained to the control tower at Islamabad airport as 
he made his approach, according to Gather News. The official line, 

however, is that the passenger jet’s fuel tanks exploded mid-air 
during a heavy thunderstorm, killing all 127 people on board.  

 
Mysterious: A Russian TV news report on the crash shows lights 

flying in formation. 

In a mayday call made moments before the disaster, the pilot of the 
stricken jet reported a fuel tank had caught fire and that the plane 
was out of control. He asked controllers at Islamabad's Benazir 

Bhutto international airport for help as he prepared for an 
emergency landing, saying he could see the roofs of homes but not 

the runway. Wreckage from the 32-year-old jet, which first saw 
service with British Airways, was scattered across a wide area in 

fields about three miles from the airport. 

A report by Pakistan's Civil Aviation Authority said the aircraft 
had been properly positioned as it began its approach but suddenly 
descended to 200 feet while still travelling at 300 miles an hour. It 
then descended a further 50 feet more before its tanks exploded.  

Pakistan's Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani has ordered a 
judicial investigation into the accident. 

Given the violent storm lashing Islamabad during the accident, 
some experts have speculated that 'wind shear,' sudden changes in 

wind that can lift or smash an aircraft into the ground during 
landing, may have been a factor.  

Speaking at the scene of the crash, Interior Minister Rehman Malik 
said that Farooq Bhoja, head of Bhoja Air, had been put on the 'exit 

control list,' meaning he can't leave Pakistan. Such a ban is often 
put on someone suspected or implicated in a criminal case. 

Malik said, 'It is being said that the aircraft was pretty old, so it has 
been ordered to investigate thoroughly the air worthiness of the 

Bhoja Air aircraft.' 

'The causes will be investigated, whether it was any fault in the 
aircraft, it was lightning, the bad weather or any other factor that 

caused the loss of precious lives,' he said.  

The plane's flight data recording systems, key to any investigation, 
have been recovered. 
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The Only Milky Way Is Essex - UFO spotted in Essex.                                                                                               
By Stephen Moyes - 31st May 2012.  

A UFO has become a star — after hovering over a posh Essex town featured in TV show TOWIE. 

The silvery shimmering object was photographed 
by 11-year-old Jack Brody at his family home in 
Loughton, near Epping Forest. 

And it has caused a sensation in the well-heeled 
area, with locals dubbing the incident The Only 
Milky Way Is Essex. Jack’s dad Simon tipped off 
neighbours to the UFO and called police, who 
sent two bobbies to investigate. Property investor 
Simon, 39, said: “It was spooky. When a plane 
came near it vanished in a flash.”  

Simon added that his wife Karen, 41, and other kids Joshua, nine, and Evie, four, were “buzzing” about the 
strange encounter. UFO hunter Andy Mannion called it a “particularly interesting” sighting. Cops said they 
believed the object was a weather balloon. 

County is a hotspot. 
ESSEX has been a hotbed of recent UFO activity. An Epping resident saw a “blue triangular object” 
whizzing across the sky. A bright white light that constantly changed position was seen over Stock. And 
nine “very fast stars” streaking in the same direction were reported over Braintree. Andy Mannion said more 
than 20 sightings were reported in Essex and London in May alone. 

 

The Falcon Lake Mystery.                                                                                                                                
By Chris Capp 

Stories involving unidentified flying objects often 
include accounts where the objects appear and 
leave physical evidence behind. These incidents, 
while rare, do carry with them a higher level of 
credibility than the simple eyewitness accounts in 
the eyes of skeptics. One such account to enter into 
the history of UFOlogical studies was the Falcon 
Lake Incident of May 20, 1967 which included not 
only a physical object seen by a witness, but an 
unexplained radioactive material left behind. 
 
The witness, Stefan Michelak, spotted two cigar 
shaped objects as he was hiking on vacation and 
prospecting for quartz in Falcon Lake near 
Whiteshell Provincial Park. The objects described 
by Michelak as chrome and cigar shaped as they 
cast their shadows over the area, were unlike 
anything he had ever seen in the sky before.  

And after one of them landed nearby where the witness had been camping, he approached. The injuries he 
reportedly sustained during the incident would occur only after he drew near one of the nearest object as it 
landed. 
 
When he came within 160 feet of the craft, he noted that it had a grid-like sequence of lines spread across 
the lower anterior side, appearing like a large mesh exhaust port or a grid for ventilating heat. When one of 
the doors opened on the craft he became suddenly very still, straining to hear what he would later describe as 
voices from inside. 
 
He approached the vessel and peeked his head inside the vessel, still thinking that the ship was most likely 
terrestrial in origin. Later he would recount that at this point he still thought the voices may have belonged to 
two humans, and attempted to call into the vessel by using phrases from multiple languages. The response 
was distinct. The massive door through which he had been peering screamed shut and Michalak found 
himself bracing his hand against the hull of the vessel to get out in time. Even through his thick gloves the 
exterior of the craft burned his hands. 
 
After the door closed, Michalak says the craft took off and disappeared along with the other one, leaving 
him with burns on his hand and chest and a lot of questions about what he had just witnessed. After feeling 
pain and an unexplained sickness, he left his gear behind and returned to the road in search of medical 
assistance. When he was examined, doctors were shocked to discover burns on his chest in a shape similar to 
what he had seen on the ship. 
 
The Mounted Police investigated the area and discovered the location Michalak had left behind. They noted 
the presence of radium 226 nearby the location where the ship was said to have landed. Was the radioactive 
material left behind by the vessels? Or was it naturally occurring in the area, possibly acting as a motivation 
for them to visit that particular area? 
 
As for Stefan Michalak, he would eventually recover from the incident, though it would leave questions 
forever in his mind. He died at the age of 83 in 1999. 

Sighting of mystery animal in Hale, Cheshire. 

There has been another sighting of a mystery creature in Hale - the 
second within a month. Mother-of-two Sue Langham was 

astonished to see the animal sitting on her back door step on 
Rivington Road at 5am on Monday morning, April 30th. The 

animal - about the size of a small dog with the head of a fox and a 
muscly body - was making a noise that sounded like a 'strangled 

wolf'. Sue, who had got up early to catch a train, said: "I was 
shocked by what I saw. We sometimes see foxes in the back 

garden and this was nothing like that." On April 7 2012, a similar 
creature was spotted by Mark Jackson and his son Jay on Belmont 

Road, Hale, which is just a couple of hundred yards from Sue's 
home. And last July a tan-coloured animal, thought to be twice the 
size of a domestic cat, was spotted on Hale's Westminster Road by 
resident Tim Webb. His report to Messenger prompted others to 
get in touch about other sightings at the time. These included one 

near the Hare and Hounds pub in Timperley. Have you seen a 
mystery animal in Hale or surrounding area - or perhaps managed 

to take a photograph of it. If so, e-mail 
sam.editorial@messengergrp.co.uk 

We’ve seen the light: Nasa spots light being 
emitted from “super-Earth” planet. 

Light glowing from a "super-Earth" planet beyond our solar 
system has been detected by Nasa’s Spitzer Telescope. Until now, 
scientists have never been able to detect infrared light emanating 
from 55 Cancri E, a super-hot extrasolar planet twice the size and 

eight times the mass of our own. Experts are hailing the latest 
discovery as a historic step towards the eventual search for signs 

of life on other planets. 55 Cancri E is one of five exoplanets 
orbiting a bright star named 55 Cancri in a solar system lying in 
the constellation of Cancer (The Crab). Previously, Spitzer and 
other telescopes were able to study the planet by observing how 
the light from 55 Cancri changed as the planet passed in front of 
the star. In the new study, Spitzer instead measured how much 

infrared light came from the planet itself – revealing some of the 
planet’s major features. At 41-light years from Earth, the giant 
planet is considered uninhabitable. The giant planet is tidally 

locked, so one side always faces the star. The telescope found that 
the sun-facing side is extremely hot, indicating the planet probably 

does not have a substantial atmosphere to carry the sun's heat to 
the unlit side. On its sun-facing side, the surface has a temperature 

of 1,727 Celsius – or 3,140 degrees Fahrenheit – That’s hot 
enough to melt silver or aluminium. It is calculated that one year 

on the alien planet lasts just 18 hours. The new findings are 
consistent with a previous theory that 55 Cancri E is a water 

world: A rocky core surrounded by a layer of water in a 
"supercritical" state where it is both liquid and gas, and topped by 

a blanket of steam. Bill Danchi, Spitzer programme scientist at 
NASA, said: “Spitzer has amazed us yet again. The spacecraft is 
pioneering the study of atmospheres of distant planets and paving 
the way for NASA's upcoming James Webb Space Telescope to 

apply a similar technique on potentially habitable planets.” 
Michael Werner, who also works on the Spitzer project, added: 

“When we conceived of Spitzer more than 40 years ago, 
exoplanets hadn't even been discovered. Because Spitzer was built 

very well, it's been able to adapt to this new field and make 
historic advances such as this.” The planet was first discovered in 

2004 and the new findings are published in the current issue of 
Astrophysical Journal Letters. 
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Aurora: The West’s Ghost Plane 
By Graeme Winton      
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I saw a mysterious black aircraft of delta shape from an oil rig in 
1989. Suspected to be the unofficial Mach 6 plane Aurora. My 
colleague, Chris Gibson was unable to identify the aircraft. This 
led to my interest in secret black aircraft.               
                            
What Aurora was: planned replacement for SR-71 Blackbird, 
unmanned aircraft for special missions. Reverse engineering used 
in manufacture. Phenomena associated with Aurora such as 
sonic booms and “doughnuts on ropes” contrails. Black Traingle 
UFOs. Cover-up due to cost? 
 
Did we witness some other aircraft or could this have really been 
the Aurora? Despite disputed evidence and cover-up, I believe 
so... 



 Aurora: The West’s Ghost Plane 
By Graeme Winton   

Did Aurora exist? I was working on a 
drilling rig in the southern North Sea in 
1989 on a clear day with minimal cloud 
cover when I glimpsed a formation of 
four aircraft flying in a westerly 
direction above our location. I gave my 
colleague, Chris Gibson, a call as I 
knew he was interested in aircraft. He 
identified a KC-135 Stratotanker and 
two F-111 fighter jets. The fourth gave 
him problems, however, as it was a 
black triangle without any gaps. 
 
The delta shaped aircraft was later 
suspected to be Aurora, a stealth plane 
which could travel over Mach six, the 
existence of which was never unveiled 
by the US Government. The 
Stratotanker was apparently refuelling 
the black plane while the fighters were 
keeping a close formation to confuse 
non-military radar. Unfortunately the 
sighting was in the time before 
widespread ownership of mobile 
phones let alone ones with a camera, so 
there were no photographs. The 
sighting for me, however, led to an 
interest in stealth aircraft and their 
associated industries. 
 
There was, and still is, great debate as 
to what, if anything, Aurora was. I say 
was because the sightings seemed to 
have died off after a peak in the late 
eighties/ early nineties, which suggests 
that as the plane had never been 
unveiled the project had been scrapped 
possibly due to the end of the Cold 
War, although some maintain that the 
aircraft is still being developed.  The 
plane was rumoured to be the 
replacement for the Lockheed SR-71 
Blackbird, a reconnaissance aircraft 
which could reach speeds of over Mach 
3.   

The Aurora, in addition to its 
reconnaissance duties, could have 
delivered special operatives behind 

enemy lines and then presumably 
picked them up again all done at vast 
distance in very short time. 
Another idea as to what Aurora was is 
an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV). 
Imagine the advantage of having a 
drone which could travel stealthily at 
Mach 6. The advantage was probably 
offset by the cost of loss into enemy 
hands. 
 
Aurora and other black planes were 
said to possess some kind of reverse 
engineering of alien technology.  The 
propulsion system of the Aurora, a 
pulse detonation engine (PDE) which 
involves the detonation of fuel, said to 
be liquid methane  rather than the 
combustion of fuel found in traditional 
jet engines, was claimed to be an 
example. Around the same time of the 
majority of the Aurora sightings, that 
is, the 1990s Black Triangle UFO 
sightings also peaked, which would 
suggest that the two were one and the 
same. But this wasn’t the case as most 
of the triangles were slow moving, low 
flying enormous entities with lights. 
Intriguingly, however, they were 
sometimes seen to accelerate at great 
rates and to be highly manoeuvrable. A 
strange parallel between the two crafts 
was that the Black Triangles were seen 
over or close to populated areas, and 
Aurora was reported to have flown over 
Los Angeles several times. There was 
some speculation that the US military 
were flying these objects and that 
possibly the Aurora was developed 
from them.   
 
The whole cover-up thing was probably 
understandable given the vast cost. But 
if it was to hide it from other world 
powers then the job was not well done 
if we were able to see it from a rig in 
the North Sea in broad daylight. A 
denial from the then US Secretary for 
the Air Force was followed some time 
later by someone scanning a call made 
from an Air Force General in a plane 
where the North Sea sighting was 
discussed. And it was quite clearly 
stated that they were to say that the 
sighting was of an F117 stealth fighter. 
Now, even in those days I would have 
been able to tell a winged aircraft from 
a flying triangle. 
 
Some people have said what we saw 
was the B-2 Spirit Northrop stealth 
bomber. However, what we saw was a 
definite straight edge isosceles triangle 
– the B-2 has a “saw tooth” tail edge. 
Also, we apparently saw the A-12 
Avenger II Navy stealth bomber which 
was the right shape, but was cancelled 
and to my knowledge never flew. 
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Lastly, they said we saw the Black 
Manta, another stealth plane, which 
was officially denied. Well, if we did 
see this plane then the situation is much 
the same as the Aurora, just with less 
speed involved. 
 
Along with the eye-witness accounts 
there were two main associated 
phenomena with the Aurora:  sonic 
booms, which periodically rocked the 
Los Angeles area in the early nineties 
which were attributed to Aurora by 
stealthies (black aircraft fanatics). A US 
Geological Survey meter used in 
finding the epicentres of earthquakes 
recorded the sound blasts, and a former 
NASA expert who studied the data 
announced the booms were produced 
by an object at high altitude moving at 
tremendous speed. No other aircraft 
which could have caused the booms 
were in the area at the times they were 
recorded. And the other phenomenon 
associated with Aurora was the 
characteristic contrail known as 
“doughnuts on ropes” produced by the 
PDE, which has been photographed and 
filmed on many occasions. This, as the 
nickname suggests, was a series or of 
vapour balls connected by a vapour 
line.  
 
To conclude, whether it was Aurora or 
the Black Manta that was witnessed on 
that day in the North Sea is of little 
consequence. What is of importance, 
however, is that an unofficial black 
aircraft was being tested; an aircraft on 
which billions of dollars had been spent 
and then apparently scrapped. 
 
I think the Aurora was to be the 
replacement for the retiring SR-71, but 
due to spiralling costs or the need for 
large amounts of fuel the project was 
halted and the parts used on perhaps 
some drone technology.                                                     
 
The phenomenon of the sonic booms is 
a giveaway for supersonic aircraft. To 
travel at supersonic speed without 
causing sonic booms is the ‘holy grail’ 
for speed engineers. The fact that a 
former NASA scientist claimed that the 
data recorded from the booms suggests 
a plane moving at supersonic speeds 
where there were supposed to be none 
points to secretive Aurora tests. But 
why it was done over the city of Los 
Angeles was a mystery. 
 
The contrail phenomena claimed to be 
from Aurora the “doughnuts on ropes” 
does not conclusively prove the 
existence of a PDE powered plane in 
my book although it is tempting to 
think of the ‘doughnuts’ as being 

The Aurora legend started in 
March 1990, when Aviation 
Week & Space Technology 
magazine broke the news that 
the term "Aurora" had been 
inadvertently included in the 
1985 U.S. budget, as an 
allocation of $455 million for 
"black aircraft production" in 
FY 1987. According to 
Aviation Week, Project 
Aurora referred to a group of 
exotic aircraft, and not to one 
particular airframe. Funding 
of the project allegedly 
reached $2.3billion in fiscal 
1987, according to a 1986 
procurement document 
obtained by Aviation Week. In 
the 1994 book Skunk Works, 
Ben Rich, the former head of 
Lockheed's Skunk Works 
division, wrote that the 
Aurora was the budgetary 
code name for the stealth 
bomber fly-off that resulted in 
the B-2 Spirit. 
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 Aurora: The West’s Ghost Plane 
By Graeme Winton      

caused by the pulses of the engine. I 
live close to Leuchars Air Base in 
Scotland and have seen this phenomena 
before caused by the atmospheric break 
up of  regular jet contrails.  

Above Photo: The Stealth Fighter... 
Significantly different than the 
presumed shape of the Aurora.         
 
I found it hard to believe that the pulse 
detonation engine was reverse 
engineered from alien technology if 
considering visitation from vast 
distance. The amount of fossil fuel 
required would be astronomical. 
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Methane is abundant throughout the 
Solar System, but whether it is 
abundant elsewhere in the universe is 
anybody’s guess, and if found by some 
craft it would still need to be captured 
to be used as fuel unless some way of 
sucking up, for example, atmospheric 
methane were used.  
 
If, on the other hand, we were 
considering inter-dimensional visitors 
where the crafts were flown on short 
distances in their dimension and then in 
ours, then I would possibly believe it  

Aurora: 

Aurora was a rumored mid- 
1980s American 

reconnaissance aircraft. 
There is no substantial 

evidence that it was ever built 
or flown and it has been 
termed a myth. The U.S. 

government has consistently 
denied such an aircraft was 

ever built. Aviation and space 
reference site 

Aerospaceweb.org concluded 
"The evidence supporting the 

Aurora is circumstantial or 
pure conjecture, there is little 

reason to contradict the 
government's position." 

Others come to different 
conclusions. In 2006, veteran 

black project watcher and 
aviation writer Bill Sweetman 

said, "Does Aurora exist? 
Years of pursuit have led me 

to believe that, yes, Aurora is 
most likely in active 

development, spurred on by 
recent advances that have 

allowed technology to catch 
up with the ambition that 
launched the program a 

generation ago." 

Wikipedia. 

could have been possible, although 
more likely to have been developed 
from the Nazi V1 Flying Bomb which  
had a pulse jet engine. Interestingly the 
first official PDE powered flight was 
made in a modified Rutan Long EZ in 
2008, quite a while after the majority of 
the Aurora sightings.   
 
Did Aurora exist? Well there were 
sightings, but sadly no photographs, 
and some other disputed evidence. But, 
as with other mysteries, the controversy 
rages on! ...    

BOOK REVIEW 
 

ROSWELL ALIEN AUTOPSY. 
 

Roswell Alien Autopsy: The Truth Behind the Film That Shocked the World                                              
By Philip Mantle  

In 1995, an amazing film surfaced that seemed to show an autopsy in progress on extraterrestrial beings 
recovered from a UFO crash near Roswell, New Mexico. Broadcast worldwide, the film became an instant 
sensation, and many people believed the lid had finally been blown on UFO secrecy! In this book, veteran 
UFO researcher Philip Mantle reveals the truth behind the alien autopsy film that shocked the world. Praise 
for this important book has been staggering:  

"A searching, insightful and much needed examination of the truths and lies behind the famous alien autopsy 
film. It shines light into the shadows surrounding this world-famous piece of film. Is it a fake or not? This 
engaging mystery story takes the reader in some very surprising directions. A most interesting and 
provocative book.” Whitley Strieber, bestselling author of "Communion" and "The Grays."  

This is the book on the film that the whole UFO community and the general public alike have been waiting 
for. It is incisive, evenly balanced, factual and highly informative. It is the definitive book on this most 
controversial and enigmatic piece of film. At long last the whole story of the alien autopsy film is laid open 
for all to see with expert commentary from an extraordinary variety of specialists outside of the crazy world 
of the UFO community. Added to this, the book is extremely well illustrated and contains an enormous 
amount of new and fascinating material. “Odd-Gunnar Roed, UFO Researcher.  

"The alien autopsy film is either proof of an extraterrestrial presence on Earth and an associated government 
cover-up, or the greatest hoax of all time. Philip Mantle's book is a fascinating and comprehensive 
investigation into the greatest and most controversial mystery of our time." Nick Pope, British UFO 
Researcher.  

Available now via Amazon at:  

http://www.amazon.com/Roswell-Alien-Autopsy-Behind-Shocked/dp/1475167156 
 
A complete step by step account of one of the most fascinating and much talked about piece of footage ever to circulate the subject of Ufology. Well worth the 
read. Now also available in the U.S. Grab your copy today! (S.Mera BSc.) 
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Bracciano, Bertinoro. (FC).                                      
Italy. Reported 20th May. 

Hill Barn. Nr East Kennett,                           
Wiltshire. Reported 15th April. 

Yarnbury Castle, Nr Winterbourne Stoke. 
Wiltshire. Reported 28th April. 

Water Eaton Copse, Nr Hannington, 
Wiltshire. Reported 12th May. 

Ashmead Brake, Nr Hannington,  
Wiltshire. Reported 13th May.  

Uffington White Horse, Nr Woolstone. 
Oxfordshire. Reported 19th May. 

 

THE NIGHT SKY 
  By Dave Sadler. 
 
 
June 2012: The word syzygy — the alignment of the Sun and Earth with a third celestial object — ranks among the 
favorites of many astronomy enthusiasts. This month, observers have a chance to see the word in action twice. 
 
 
The word syzygy — the alignment of the Sun and Earth with a third celestial object — ranks among the favorites of 
many astronomy enthusiasts (particularly those who play the game hangman). This month, observers have a chance to 
see the word in action twice. On June 4, the Moon lies directly opposite the Sun in our sky and passes through our 
planet’s shadow. People across much of the Americas, the Pacific Ocean, Australia, and eastern Asia will see a partial 
lunar eclipse. 
 
Less than 48 hours later, Venus passes between the Sun and Earth. This is Venus’ second solar transit in the past eight 
years but the last one until 2117. Observers nearly everywhere except eastern South America and western Africa will 
be able to watch at least part of this rare and historic event. 
 
Following the transit, Venus moves into the morning sky and pairs with Jupiter in some spectacular predawn scenes. 
The evening sky has its own charm, with Mercury on display during twilight and Mars and Saturn prominent after 
darkness falls. Meanwhile, Pluto reaches opposition and peak visibility in late June. Although you will need a telescope 
to see the distant world, its position near a relatively bright star makes the task of finding it a bit easier than usual. 
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PRESS RELEASE 
New Paranormal EMF Meters available in the  UK 
 
The Mel Vibe (£129.99) has all the features of the original Mel Meter but is also highly sensitive to 
measure vibrations. The Mel REM ATDD (£189.99) features a hot and cold spot alarm, red flashlight, 
EMF radiating antenna and glow in the dark buttons. What makes the Mel REM ATDD Model so 
uniquely different from other EMF meters is that it can detect AC/DC EMF fluctuations and ambient 
temperature changes using the special Radiating EM Field (REM) and Ambient Temperature 
Deviation Detection (ATDD). 

“TomsGadgets is the paranormal one stop shop 
for paranormal and ghost hunting equipment and 
we are the only stockists of the MEL meters in the 
UK.”  Tom Cook, Managing Director of 
TomsGadgets.com 
 
Mel 8704R Pro Navigator, Mel 8740R Vibe and 
Mel 8704R REM ATDD are available from 
www.TomsGadgets.com.  
 
TomsGadgets is the gadget store with a 
difference, supplying a full range of quality 
corporate products all under one roof. 
 
For further press information, please contact: 
Alex Woodfield, TomsGadgets, 0845 456 2370 
a.woodfield@tomsgadgets.com  

TomsGadgets is proud to announce the addition of two new models of the Mel Meter to 
their EMF product range. The Mel 8704R Vibe and the Mel 8704R REM ATDD are made 
in the USA and are designed exclusively for paranormal use. The original Mel Pro 
Navigator Meter 8704R (£89.99) is the only meter that can measure both EMF and 
temperature simultaneously. The Mel Meter 8704R was first developed by Gary Galka of 
DAS Distribution Inc as a way of communicating with his daughter Melissa, following her 
death. The Mel was even named after her; the year of her birth (87) and  
the year of her death (04) hence the name Mel 8704. 

PROFESSIONAL COURSES 

http://www.TomsGadgets.com�
mailto:a.woodfield@tomsgadgets.com�


 

 

What can you do to help! 
Now working on our 33rd issue, Phenomena Magazine has gone from strength to strength. We can now comfortably say that PM is now 

the leading  e-mag of its type in the UK and is quickly being recognised throughout the U.S. Thanks to UFOSTORE and UFOTV freely 
advertising and distributing the magazine. We are often asked how many people are actually reading our monthly issues. We can say 

with some accuracy that thousands are reading it throughout the UK but on a global scale... Well... Who knows? It’s next to impossible 
to say for sure. Phenomena Magazine requires feedback from our readers so we can access our efforts in providing this free monthly 
magazine. What readers would like to see more of or maybe less of. We are always open to new ideas and at the same time encourage 

article submissions not only by recognised writers, investigators and researchers of these subjects, but also newcomers. The 
Phenomena Magazine website now features numerous pages that include DVD, Book and Equipment reviews, Analysis services, 

Behind the scenes information about those responsible for bringing you Phenomena Magazine, Interesting links, our back issues page 
where you can download every issue of Phenomena Magazine and our newly featured Mailing List and Forum. So don’t miss out! Drop 

by and check it out. 
 

WWW.PHENOMENAMAGAZINE.CO.UK 
 

Don’t forget to drop us a line in regards your thoughts, feedback, article submissions etc. We would love to here from you. 


	THE MAN ON THE STAIRS
	We were all seated having dinner at 84a Town Meadow Lane, Moreton, Wirral when all of a sudden all hell let loose in the hall just outside the kitchen; it was as if several children ran together shouting. This was not the only experience our family had in this house. 
	On several occasions doors would open and close by themselves and one day Dad had arrived home early from work. He was sitting on the toilet reading the newspaper when he heard the sound of an old man climbing the stairs gasping for breath on each stair tread. Dad was the only person in the house and he rushed out of the bathroom in search of the intruder. It did not take long for Dad to come to his senses after searching the house, including the loft, and accept he was not the only person in the house with the exception the other person who was indeed a ghost!
	GHOSTLY RECEPTION
	When we moved to our next home in Carnsdale Road, Moreton, strange things started to happen beginning when Dad was working in the kitchen on his business paperwork. Dad was concentrating at the same time listening to some relaxing music when the radio he was listening to turned itself off on the volume switch. Dad thought that’s strange and switched it back on and carried on writing. One minute later the same thing happened, except that this time Dad was more consciously aware and he watched the volume control button switch itself off. I can remember dad joining us in the lounge scratching his head as he explained what had just happened.
	THE DISAPPEARING BLACK CAT
	Several more unexplained strange things happened in our new home including the time that someone or something ran around the house banging on all the windows. In a flash Gary, Dad and myself were outside the house armed with cricket bats and pieces of three by two timber but not a soul was in sight. It would have been impossible to run off without us seeing the intruder; this happened on two occasions. Several times we have smelled a sweet odour of pipe smoke in the house as well as in the garden. Several years later after our Gran had died we had inherited her little Shih-tzu dog called “Mr Chips”, when he passed over on several regular occasions he came back to visit my brother John. Many times John could smell him and hear his footsteps walking up and down the kitchen floor.
	Mr Chips was not the only animal to haunt our home. Dad needed to use the toilet in the early hours of the morning and as he left his bedroom he saw a mysterious black cat sitting in the hallway. As he approached the cat it looked at him and walked into the front bedroom, Dad followed it and put on the light. However it had just disappeared. This may explain at various times why we could smell strong cat’s urine in the hallway but it disappeared with no trace in minutes.
	Gary was lying in bed in the early hours when a loud knocking on his bedroom window startled him. Gary’s bed was situated right next to the window and Gary’s immediate thoughts were it was
	When I next had the opportunity in London, I registered with the Kew Record Office and made an appointment to view the “Titanic” Passenger and Crew list. The Kew Records Office holds all the country’s historic documents and the security is very tight. Upon arrival I had to show my registration and appointment card and had to wait a short time for the assistant to bring over the documents. Eventually my name was called and I received a big brown shoe type box and found myself an empty table where I could study. As I opened the box the sadness I felt overwhelmed me; it was like opening Pandora’s box, the sacred historic contents knocked me off balance. 
	As I studied the Crew list my heart went out to the poor souls that perished on board that day. A typical example could read Joseph Roberts aged 15, Huyton, Liverpool Bell boy missing at sea, the list seemed endless. I went through the list covering the occupations of firemen / stoker and to my utter shock this foreign name which unfortunately I can no longer remember was listed in the records.
	THE MASONIC GHOST 
	While practising an ancient Masonic ritual in my lodge in Parkgate, Wirral in the late nineteen-nineties my blood brother Gary and I experienced a ghostly presence in the temple.
	I was the Senior Warden of the lodge and I was occupying my rightful seat and seated near to me was the Inner Guard, Brother Gary. At a certain point in the ceremony the temperature dropped rapidly, I was not alone in feeling the temperature change because Gary looked at me a little uneasy.                   
	At the same time this happened I felt a strong presence around me and the flame on the candle on my pedestal moved to forty-five degrees and remained so for a couple of minutes. Gary and I looked at each other in amazement and after the ceremony had completed we were both eager to get out side and discuss the incident over dinner. After ruling out several different theories on how this could have happened we concluded it must have been a some type of ghostly presence. After making several enquiries we learned that an elderly Masonic brother had collapsed and died in the Senior Wardens chair in the recent past.
	UNEXPLAINED FEELINGS
	THE GREAT PYRAMID EGYPT
	As part of my birthday celebration on attaining the ripe age of forty I took a cruise on the River Nile. It was a very exciting holiday and a certain must for advancing your historic knowledge on the ancient world. However I was to experience a very strange unexpected sensation while queuing to enter the Great Pyramid. My past partner Alnifa and I had joined the line of tourist’s eager to enter this world famous burial site, as we climbed into the corridor in slow formation I felt the recognisable signs of a nearby presence. 
	As we walked higher in the cramped area it increased to a point where I became agitated and the tourists close by were looking at me a little strangely. Alnifa looked puzzled and asked me what was wrong. I replied, “Can you not feel the overwhelming sensation in
	this area”? It was obvious I was the only person that had picked up on the atmosphere and by now we were past the point of exiting the way we came in without causing a serious nuisance so I carried on with the tour. Whatever and whoever the ghost was it decided to continue to follow me for about five minutes and then mysteriously disappeared leaving only the stale peaceful air in the chamber.
	LIVING IN A HAUNTED COTTAGE
	When the Thatched Cottage in Bebington, Wirral came on the market I eventually bought it and it was my dream come true. The only problem that I had with the house was that I was sharing with other inhabitants that were not paying their rent. Several ghosts were lodging with me and eventually the atmosphere and activity became too intense and I sold the house.
	The Thatched Cottage was built circa 1653 and for a period of time it was used as a roadside inn serving drinks to travellers commuting between Liverpool and Chester. Later it was used as two dwellings and then it was turned into one home. The decoration had not been changed since the sixties but after several months of hard work I had restored the property into comfortable living accommodation but not without observations from my invisible lodgers. All the workmen on site experienced paranormal activity to 
	THE MAN THAT DISAPPEARED
	THE HAUNTED STAIRCASE
	My father worked as an engineer and he had his own company Wirral Lift Repairs, fitting, removing and servicing stair lifts for the elderly and disabled. One day he was fitting a lift into a large house in an affluent part of Oxton on Wirral.  The job was running very smoothly and the lift was successfully installed when something strange
	happened. Dad was fitting a new section of wooden stair landing when his jigsaw power tool switched itself on. Dad rushed to switch it off in a confused state. At the same time he felt very uneasy with the atmosphere around him and just wanted to complete the job and leave. Five minutes later the same thing happened; the jigsaw switched itself on again. Dad saw red and was really annoyed. He shouted to the ghostly perpetrator “to stop messing around”. The ghost must have taken heed as the power tool remained silent and the installation was completed.
	THE SHIP YARD GHOST
	HAUNTED BIRKENHEAD PRIORY 
	Michelle and I experienced another ghostly encounter at the Old Birkenhead Priory. The Priory was built in the early 12th century and Benedictine monks from Chester earned a living by trading with the merchants in Liverpool and operated a ferry across the River Mersey. Michelle and I were walking around the old crypt enjoying the history when we walked into a “strange atmosphere”. We both looked at each other and from past experience we knew it was a “cold spot”. It was a very similar experience to the one we witnessed at the Old Thatched Cottage except this was during daytime and with other tourists present. The monks at Birkenhead Priory continued until 1536 when the Priory was closed by order of Henry V111’s bailiff, Randle Arrowesmith, and the monks returned to Chester. The Priory has remained closed ever since. However the Local Authority has opened the crypt as a small museum.
	GREAT GRANDFATHER’S GHOST
	THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN            
	Michelle landed a promotional job in Manchester working for British Rail, which meant she had to commute by train from Liverpool to Manchester
	THE HAUNTED OXTON OLD HALL
	THE GHOST OF HELENA
	FRIENDLY WARNING
	Days before the break up with my previous partner, Alnifa, I was spooked by several ghostly goings on at my home.
	My bedside table light had switched itself on. At first I dismissed it thinking that I had put it on without consciously knowing but when it happened a second time I started paying attention. I went to work the next evening and deliberately switched the lamp off from the wall socket as well as the switch. On my arrival home that night after work I had forgotten all about the lamp and made my way up to my bedroom. I opened the door and to my shock and horror the light had been switched on at the power point. I look back now and thank the powers that be for the “friendly warning”.
	THE ABILITY TO SENSE A PRESENCE
	THE LITTLE GHOST BOY OF CAER RHUN HALL
	I was booked on Friday the 27 of September 2002 to perform a private show for twenty medical doctors at Caer Rhun Hall, Conwy in North Wales. Caer Rhun Hall is built on the former Roman Fortress Kanovium site and is situated five miles outside Conwy and is set in beautiful grounds. The hall is very old and was originally built for General Gough; one can imagine the stories it could tell.
	Due to traffic problems I arrived later than I had anticipated but was warmly welcomed by the dinner party host and directed to the room in which I was to perform after the doctors had finished dining. I then asked the host for a dressing room and she escorted me to the library. As I stepped into the room I instantly picked up on a very strong presence, the hair on the back of my neck stood on end and I felt disoriented to a point that I had to leave the room quickly after hanging up my suit.
	TRIXIE RETURNS
	HYPNOTIC SÉANCE 
	PREMONITION “YOU’RE GOING TO GAOL”!
	BACK A SPOOKY WINNER
	THE MOONS GRAVITATIONAL EFFECTS
	UFO SIGHTINGS
	Alan’s whole career has been in show business and for the last 20 years has hypnotised many thousands of “Stars”. He lays claim to be one of the worlds great Masters of the art and is a Star of Television and Theatre both in the U.K and overseas, Alan puts his success and reputation down to a unique show content, the ability to communicate and entertain people with a quality presentation and the ability to hypnotise people very quickly. Alan is a member of F.E.S.H. The Federation of Ethical Stage Hypnotists. He is also a member of British Equity. Alan’s work is respectable, ethical and decent and conforms to the U.K. Hypnotism Act 1952 and Home Office guidelines.
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