
IUFON=�I 25p 

UFOLOGY AND PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN IRELAND 

July 1977 

• Subjective aspects of the Naas sightings. 

• The Voyager deep space probes. 

• Review Special: New Scientist on parascience. 

• News and Views, Sigh ting Reports, Letters. 



No. 4 IRI SH UFO NEWS JULY 197 7  

Ir ish UFO News is an independant , twice yearly magaz ine deal ing with UFOs and related 
subjects. I t  is available on subs cr iption at a rate o f  6 5  pence per year ( two issues) or 
'over the counter ' through various UFO organisations at the cover pri ce shown ( 30 pence 
on future editions ,  2 5  pence on this issue . 

Items for Publ icat ion. 

The ed itor welcomes art icles , no tes ,  book reviews ,  sight ing invest igations and 
l etters for publ ication from all sources . The copy date ( contributors are asked to note 
this carefully) is the tenth o f  the month o f  publ ication ( December and July) . The editor 
reserves the r ight to amend items for presentation reasons and to refuse pub l icat ion, but 
pre-publi cat ion proofs can be provided for inspection i f  necessary . Contr ibutors will be 
neither charged nor payed for items publ ish ed .  

ExChange Publications .  

W e  are interested in exch anging IUFON with any regularly publ ished UFO o r  UFO 
related magaz ine from anywhere in the world on a regular bas is. Exch ange publ ications 
should be sent to the editor. 

B ack Issues . 

Back issues o f  IUFON-3 are available at 3 5pence ( inc postage ) .  IUFON-1 and 2 
are out o f  print , but photo cop ies can be made at 55 pence eaCh ( inc postage ) .  

IN THIS ISSUE : 

Page. 

2 

3 

3 

4 
6 
9 
10 
11 
13 
14 

IUFON ADDRE SSE S  

E-DITORIAL : A Special Plea for Sanity . 
NEWS AND VIEWS : A Major Wave in England and Wal es .  

Ufo logists a t  War .  
Th e  UFO Inves t igator' s  Network. 
Meet ing of Irish UFO Groups- Naas , 
N ews From the Final Frontier .  

THE VOYAGER DEEP SPACE PROBE S .  M iles 
SOME SUBJECTIVE ASPECTS OF THE NAAS SIGH TINGS . 
REVIEW : Exploring Mysticism by Frits Staal . 

Magaz ines . 
REVIEW SPECIAL : N ew Scientist on P arascience . 
INVE STIGATIONS REPORT : Data Pres entat ion Systems . 

Case Reports . 

19 June 197 7 .  

Johnston. 
John H ind . 

EDITOR : John H ind , 19 Cairnshill Avenue , Belfast BT8 4NR , N .  Ireland . 
DUBLIN AREA DI STRIBUTION : Chris Gaffney, 3 H azlewood P ark, Artane , Dublin 5. 
SUB SCRIPTIONS : John H ind ( as above) . 

ADDENDUM 

Page 5: The author d id not ontend to imply that speculation that Neptune may be 
covered by a sea is ser ious. SuCh a proposition is , o f  course , ludicrous . 

Page 12 : Anyone interes ted in Tom H iggin's suggestion is advised that they can also 
contact the group at Dubl in ( 01 in E ir e ,  0001 in N .  Ireland) 96394 7 ( Brendan M eddler). 

PageJQ : It has been not i ced that there are two o f  these . 
Page 1 :  In the l ist o f  contence ,  there should be  an entry : P age 12 LETTERS .  

Th e  editor would l ike to apologis e  that he  h as not yet been able to exorcise the 
greml in in h is typewriter wh ich has caused further waves o f  spell ing and typ ing errors 
to flood into th is issue! 

PRICE INCREASE S 

• 

I'· 

We are sorry that it h as been necess ary to increase the subs cr ipt ion price  s l ightly. • 

Larger increases have been avo ided by improving our reproduct ion and d istrubut ion methods , 
but the impl emented increases are necessary. All subscribers are rem inded that their 
subscrirytions are due for renewal . 
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EDI'J'ORIAL 

A SPECIAL PLEA FOR SANITY • .. 

. r o'ften wonder why it is 
'
that ufology generates such a degr e� o f  int erorganis at ional , 

· nt.erpersonal and interfact ional s tr i fe. The s·adening th ing about. it  is that th e feuds 
are not about theoret ical issues or even pract ical is sues such as how to inves tigat e UFO 
repo�ts � but about who is go ing to get th is or th at worthles s s inecure in some h igh 

· 

squnding· ps eudo-o ffi cial organis ation, about wh ich organisat ion merges ( or de-merges) with 
which and about -who has pr ior publ ication rights over who. 

J�cques Vallee wrot e ,  ten years ago , about the Amer ican UFO groups in the follow ing 
termsc 

"There is a tendency among the bel ievers to gather into large , very formal organis­
ations , were they waste all their energy. and , sometimes ,  a great deal o f  money , with 
practically no vis ible result. It is clear. that such organis ations answer a psycholo�ical 
need rather than ·a genuine des ire to dis cover the answer to an inter�sting intellectual 
problem. . Maintaining s uch a group implies a tremendous overhead- mail ing lis ts ,  
bookkeeping , etc . - and experience shows that res earch is the las t activity it can afford. 
Instead , thes e groups generate so much internal bitternes.s and so many interorganis at ionai 
feuds that tpey prove to be. s erious obs tacles to independant re.s earchers who are s imply 
trying. to get firsthand data  and do not care to support·one par�icul ar personality or 
theory against another ." · .  . · . . · 

· · · 

. H e  is talking about the big-league organis at ions ,· APRO ,. NI CAP etc. and n9t the small, · 
fr inge .. organisat ions. It is striking that Vallee' s de$cription so accuratly fits the 
current s itu.ation in the UK . The work o f  s er ious investigators who are chiefly int eres ted 
in collect ing and publ ish_ing· first hand reports irt a genuinely unb:las s ed manner is cont inua­
lly hampered- in some cas es made  impo s s ible- by th� hordes o f  people with ludicrous t itles 
from this organis ation or that organis at ion that des cend on the poor , unsus pect ing witnes s es , 
by the forms-to-be-filled-in and petty imperat ive -di ctates pas s ed down from the higher 
enchellons of · the monol ith i c  nat ional organis ations and by the idiot i c  pres s act ivit ies o·f 
the members of s aid organis at ions , many of whom s eem to have cons iderably more  imagination 
tnan intelligence . 

Ireland is just open ing up ufologically and.�e have rtot run into thes e problems yet .  
I t  is my ernest hope that (for once) w e  can learn.from the mistakes o f  others and develop 
a rat ional and sens ible investigation system. The initiai s igns are encouraging- at 
leas t we have not fallen into the trap of 'area demarkat ion' ( investigator's territor ies) yet .• 

If ufologis ts cannot agree.on s uch a s imple thing as cooperat ing on inves t igat ions then there 
is little hope . 

· 

H ere , in Northern.Irefand , we are in the s ituat ion o f  having a'foot  in both puddl es' 
and we s till have to funct ion as part of the tangled mes s that is UK ufology ,  and to my 
colleagues in Brit ish ufology ,  I would make my special plea: Pleas e ,  lad ies and gentlemen, 
let us have some s anity , a s ens e o f  d irect ion and o f  perspective and above al1 , some give 
and take . 

I sometimes· think that the ch ief problem is  that ufo logists take thems elves far, far too 
serious ly . · 

J . A .H . 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

A Major Wave in England and Wales. 

• ?here are considerable prel iminary indicat ions that a major wave of UFO repor ts i s  
ccuring i n  England and Wales . The mos t  recent i s s ue o f  Flying Saucer review features 

.. an int eres t ing report from s everal pupils at Broadhaven School in West Wales of a landing 
with an entity reported . Details are s pars e mainly due to the young age o f  the witnes s es 

·but it s eems to be a reliable report . Also. featured are at leas t s even o ther clo se· 
encount er "f'eports from

.
Wes t Wales , three with o ccupants , a'flap' in North Staffordshire 

with one landing and one landing with o ccupants and.the Bowles cas e 
.
is  brought up to dat e. �n add iti�n,  prel iminary reports from the UFO Inves t igator's Network ( UFO IN) show a major 

Increas e 1n reports  of high strangenes s ( UFOIN deals only with th is type o f  report) and 
several cas es involving clo s e  encounters , some with o ccupants are under inves tigat ion• 
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If this is of an acceptable standard , he/she is admitted. 
One of the ch ief concepts of UFOIN was that we would be  able to free ourselves of 

the inevitably amateurish image of the pres ent organis at ions and so , hopefully, develop 
a better relationsh ip with local and nat ional authorities es s ent ial to our work . • 

There are init ial s igns that th is is beginning to happen, though we face a cred ibi lity 
gap that can only be  clos ed by practical demons trat ion. It was also hoped that it 
would be pos s ible to maintain a good relationship with the lo cal groups since we wi l l  
always b e  dependant on them. In most  cas es problems do not arrise here because the 
UFOIN members tend to be the bes t invest igators in the local groups , but oth erwise th e 
relat ionship is bas ed on the premis s  that UFOIN members will cooper at e with local groups 
and that local groups will be acknowledged in any publication. 

We feel that UFOIN repres ents a far better investigation concept than th at of th e 
large , structured nat ionwide sys t ems. 

Meeting of Ir ish UFO Groups - Naas , 19 June 1977 . 

Pres ent at the meeting in Lawthers Hot el , Naas , Co . Kildare were representatives of 
Spectrum , 'the UFO Res earch As sociation, Irish UFO Res earch C entre and BUFORA ( Ireland). 
The conference was organis ed by Torn H iggins. The main aim �as to sort out investiga­
tion proceedures , s ince a cons iderable degree o f  confus ion had been evident dur ing th e 
investigation of the Newbridge cas e. 

The firs t mat ter cons idered was mergers� and eventually it was agr eed ·that UFORA 
and 

·
spectrum would negot iate a merger s ince both operate mainly in the Dubl in area . 

It was also agreed that· s ight ings in the Dublin area would be  dealt with mainly by 
Spectrum. Since most  of the Spectrum inves tigators have clos e links with IUFORC 
no problems are expected in this area. However, it was agreed that sighting invest i­
gations ,  in the form of initial report forms , · would be exchanged on all cases investig­
ated by both organis at ions and that , in cas es were UFOIN would be int eres ted, there 
would be no obj ection to UFO IN invest igators cooperat ing with thos e  from Spectrum. In 
particular , it was agreed that •raw data• , chi ef ly tap e  recordings o f  interviews, would 
be pres erved for inspection should a subs equent inves tigator require them. Th is was 
considered important , s ince it would cut down on the number o f  interviews carr ied out 
on any particular cas e. The sys t em h as got of f to a good start, with one consignment 
of reports already sent from IUFORC to Mr Owen McQuail o f  Spectrum . 

The package o f  agreed cooperation may seem very loose, but we are convinced th at 
it will work well in practice , s ince a very cordial relationsh ip has developed between 
the groups. Problems in the pas t s eem to have been mainly due to communicat ion 
difficuiti es. 

TMG Johns ton. ( RIC , BUFORA) 

News From the Final Frontier. 

The Enterprise , the firs t prototype of NASA' s space shuttle has completed all of 
it ' s  captive testfl ights. These fl ights, to tes t the aerodynamic properties of the 
shuttl e ,  were conducted with the Enterpris e fixed ontQ the top o f  a Boe ing 747 jet. 
The first free flight o f  tne Enterprise , which was to have taken place on June 9, has 
been delayed due to minor difficulties. ·The Enterpris e is un-powered, and th is 
flight , wh en it takes place , will be  a glide. Enterpr ise is never int end ed to go into 
space, but the powered vers ion, shuttle two , is being prepared for it' s first space 
flight in 1979. 

· NASA is being forced to accept very s evere budget restraints by the American 
Congress ( who have just approved a large increase iri defense .spend ing) , and this may 
threten th e space telescope pro j ect as well as the Jupiter Orbit er probe, schudul ed for 
1982. 
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The lates t issue o f  Northern UFO News is packed with UFO reports ,  with some groups 
claiming to have· over lOO reports already. 

Since , under normal conditions , close encounter and occupant reports come in at 
• a rate of three or four per year from this area, this activity represents a very major 

increase, and when all the reports are inves tigated we can expect a l arge body of 
interes ting data. 

Ufologis ts ·At War. 

The current discord in UK ufology has already been dealt with in an editorial, 
however I thought that perhaps readers , particul arly those in Ireland , might like to 
be given s ome more s pecific information about what is going on. I t  seems that it 
started when Jenny Randles ( secretary of the Northern UFO Network,  and then a 
committee member o f  BUFORA-the British UFO Research Association) had several articdl£, 

'published in UFO journals which were highly critical of BUFORA . She was only voicing 
what had been painful ly obvious to many o f  us for a long time , but many of those who 
had doubts about the criticisms los t  those boubts wheniBUFORA ventured not a word in 
reply. Basically the criticism was that i t  was futile to try 'to be scientific' 
in the inves tigation and research sense while so much time and effort and cash was 
being put into the essential public and member rel ations as pect of a mass membership 
organis ation. This was diagnosed as being the root cause of the symptoms of over 
beurocracy , inefficeincy, lack o f  moral and shortage o f  achievement for which BUFORA 
has been noted.· Frus trated by the lack o f  res ponse from BUFORA , Mis s Randles' 
criticism became s tronger and eventually the chairman of BUFORA, Lionel Beer , with the 
backing of the council �ote to Mis s  Randles . Copies o f  this let ter flut tered by 
various devious routs onto the des ks of v rtually every ufo logis t in the UK ( Irish UFO 
Research Centre now has on file no les s than five copies!) The gist of the letter 
was that she was as ked to resign from the BUFORA council for 'activities detrimental 
to BUFORA'. Unfortunatly , with monument al l ack o f  t act , Mr Beer also managed to 
ins ult virtually every ufologi s t  who had·been as sociated with Mis s Randles , and, in a 
later communication , every ufo logi s t  as sociated with NUFON. Also unfortunatly , .at 
the s ame time Mis s Randles was l aunching her important new UFO IN idea and Bufora then 
refused to cooperate with UFO IN except on impos sible terms . At that point quite a 
few of BUFORA's inves tigators were forced to switch allegience to UFO IN ins tead of, as 
would o therwise have been pos sible , working with both. 

The net result of all this h as been a po laris ation into two main blocs in the 
inves tigative and public organis ation fields , NUFON/UFO IN and BUFORA . Increasingly 
petty 'agro' between the two is making it harder to work for both at the s ame time . 
I ,  myself, and mos t  of my active· colleagues in Ireland have considerably more 
sympathy.for NUFON/UFO INs position. We do , however , have some reservations , the 
chti. ef being that both NUFON and UFOIN seem to be much too dependant on the charismatic 
leadership of Jenny Randles. While Mis s  Randles is doing an excellent job, there is 
a strong pos sibility that,were she to withdraw that leadership, the whole system would 
collapse . 

· 

I wonder if it is too much to hope for that after a 'cooling off period' the 
situation will improve. 

The UFO Investigator's Network. 

A new and exciting concept in UK ufology is the UFO inves tigators Network (UFOIN) . 
The idea was to set up a very informal grouping of independant investigators who had 
desplayed an ability to produce good inves tigation reports . The group would offer 
several es sential col lective functions without the dis s advantages entailed by the present 
national organis ations. From the start it was intended to concentrate on high 

• strangenes s  cases, the others already being covered quite adequately by exis ting organ­
isations . 

The facilities now o ffered by UFO IN are financial support , a close link wi th FSR 
for publication purpo ses , some expert back-up facilities, publication of detailed 
reports and liason with the authorities on a national level . 

The initial membership of UFO IN, which now covers most of the UK was selected by 
personal recomendation and expansion of the membership is by a kind of .test proceedure. 
A pros pective new member is asked to investigate a case and submitt a ful report on itr 
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THE· VOYAGER DEEP SPACE. PROBES M iles Johns ton . 

. NASA has been p l anning a mis s ion to make a ' grand tour ' o f  th e outer planet s  
of our sys tem us ing the planetary ' s l ing-sho t1 e ffect for a long t ime . The ' grand 
tour ' wi1.1 in

.
clude very clos e fly-bys of three planetary sys t ems , tho s e  o f  Jup i t er ,  

Saturn and Uranus. Th i s  i s  only po s s i bl e  due to a par t i cular rel at ive po s itioning 
o f  th e planets wh i ch will no t o ccur again for 400 years . The plan is to use the 
emmens e gravitat ional field of Jup i t er to ' s l ing '  the s pacecraft out to either Saturn 

·or Uranus . N eptune was also cons idered , but aft er· a number o f  cancellat ions o f  the 
pro j ect th is was s crapped, 

· 

Two spacecraft , des ignated Voyager 1 and 2 , will be l aunched between Agus t , 20 and 
Septernber , 9  1�77 . ·For var ious ·compl ex reasons th is l aunch window is very cri t i cal . 
The Voyagers are updated Mariner spacecr aft; they have a back-up system for nearly 
everyth ing , and are contro l ed by a very soph is t i cated computer . Communication is 
a major dj.fficulty , and much h i gh er frequencys h ave h ad to be used on th is spacecr aft 
than were us ed on V iking so th at a fas t enough data trans fer rate .is po s s ible .  

Th e  two craft will .arrive at Jupit�r arround March , 5  1979 and July;9 1979. 
Saturn wil l  be reached by November ,l9 and Augus t , 27 1980 . Uranus will no t .. be 
encountered unt i l  somet ime in 1986 . This means that th e spacecraft must be very 

. robust , · and the commun icat ion delay due to the · .huge .
. 

d istances means that th ey mus t b-e 
largely s el f  contro l ed - they are robot s  in· the l it�r

.
al s ense · o f  the word . · Mar iner. 

1 0  .was �os t  when. analys ing M ercury , but �ue to in-bu i l t  programming i t  was abl e  to be. 
fo.und again , and the valuab l e  d'ata s tored on it ' s ·t apes r e covered. 

· · 

The d is tances envolved w i l l  be in the order o f  1350 ·mil l ion Km to S atur·n , 600 
mill ion Km to Jup i t er ,  2. 7 B i l l.io.n ( Thous and M i ll ion) Km to Uranus and 4. 3 ·bil l ion 
Km to Neptune . Th es e  d i�tances wil l  caus e s evere communi cation pro blems , wj.th 
r espect to d i ffract ion o f· the beam ,  no i s e· and · .aquis i t ion problems .and t ime l ag .  

One of two Mariner spacecraft launched In 1977 may be directed to 

fly past Jupiter and Saturn, the two largest planets in the solar system, and 

continue on to Uranus, almost 3,000 million kilometers from Earth. 
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Objectives : 

The Jovian Sys tem. 

This system was visited in 19 73 and in 74/ 5 by Pioneers 10 and 11 . Therefore, we 
are in a position to look in more det ail at selected areas of interes t .  The system 
contains , at present , 14 s atilites , varying from the planet-sized Galilean s atilites, 
to what are essentially asteroids on'temporary loan' . The moons of primary 
interes t will be Io  and Ganymede . Io has the property that it acts  as a kind of 
switch for the shortwaves ernmitted by Jupiter. While Io  can be one of the most 
reflective objects in the solar sys tem after being in Jupiter's shadow, while in 
sunlight this property diminishes , the moon becomming very red. I t' s atmosphere, 
which is very thin, consis ts of hydrogen , nitrogen and sodium. I t  is one of the 
o bjectives of this mis sion to find out more about the moons an� their atmospheres . 

Jupiter can be considered a very low power sun since it is radiating more heat th an 
it is absorbing. The energy of the radioactive particles trapped in the Jovian 
magnetic field, is millions of times higher than those encountered near E arth, and this 
may lead to additional problems. 

The Saturnian Sys tem. 

The sys tem of Saturn h as ten s atilites, the mos t  interes ting of which is Titan. 
This has an atmos phere , consis ting mainly of methane and· ammonia and a so lid surface . 
There could easily be highly organised organic molecules on the surface and in the 
atmos phere. Inves tigation of the moon , Titan,  shares equal priority with s tudying 
the famous ring sys tem . One of the spacecraft wil l  es timate the sizes of the 
particles which make up the sys tem and try to discover their compo sition and age. 
I t  is interes ting to note that Uranus may h ave a simil ar ring sys tem. 

Uranus and Neptune. 

Very little is known about these planets ,  though there has been some speculation that 
Neptune may be covered by a sea. It wil l  be a bit touch-and-go whether the 
spacecraft reach these planets within their lifetimes , but it would be extreemly 
interesting if they did . 

Spacecraft Description . 

Both spacecraft are identical , and of the M ariner clas s . 

HIGH-GAIN ANHNNA 
(3.7-m DIA) 

HIGH-FIELD 
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PlANETARY RADIO 
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(2) 

WA 
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a Titan-Centaur ( simil ar to the launch vehicle for Viking). The l aunch will be from 
Air Force launch complex 41 at the E astern Tes t  Range, C ape C anaveral. Although this 
is the fastest launch vehicle that the Air Force has , it wil l  still not b2 able to 
launch it's 800 Kg paylo ad to the s pecific energy requirement of 111 Km/s , neaded to 
achieve the ballis tic trajectory to reach Jupiter. For this reas on a small additiona l 
upper stage is required. This is a s o lid fuel motor in the spacecraft which will 
give a velocty increment of 2Km/s. • 

The spacecraft systems are powered by three plutonium oxide radioiso tope generators. 
The heat produced by the particles released by the decay o f  the plutonium oxide is 
converted to electricty by a thermopile. Together the generators produce 390 Watts. 
16 Hydrazine gas thrus ters are used to direct and stabilise the spacecraft under the 
control of the on board tracking sys tem. The photography s canning platform can be 
st abalised either by a s tar tracking sys tem or by gyro s copes. Most of the systems have 
to be shielded from the heavy radiation fields near Jupiter. The data transfer rate 

. by radio to E arth is about 115k Bits/sec from Jupiter , s lowing to 45k Bits/sec from 
Saturn. The radio system uses an X b and 3 . 7 metre diameter parabolic ariel. 
During periods of bad weather and when the craft is low in the sky relative to the 
tracking station, the dat a  trans fer rate wil l  be s lower. 

The s pacecraft s cientific package weighs 113kg and consums a total of about 100W 
of electricty. Included are medium and high resolution TV cameras , spectrometers, 
and photometric instruments for atmospheric analysis. Also, there are other goodies, 
such as; radio recievers for pl anetary emis sions and plasma waves and numerous 
sensors for magnetic fields and ch arged particles. 

Conclusion. 

Project Voyager premis ses to be the as tronomer's dream o f  the 20th century and 
it cannot be repeated for another 400 years. I t  seems unlikely that there wil l  
be any manned trips t o  the planets a t  leas t until the end o f  the century and so we 
wil l  have to rely on data from increasing ly sophisticated ( and more intelegent) 
robot probes until then. 

SOME SUBJECTIVE ASPECTS OF THE NAAS SIGHTINGS John Hind. 

Shortly after the last i s sue of 'Irish UFO News' came out, Mis s O livi a Robertson, 
a spirttualist, wrote to me about our report on "the Naas sightings • She 
disapproved of the fact that we had made no mention o f  a'psychic sitting' that the four 
of us had taken part in the morning before the sightings. I should stress that 
' psychic sittings' are not a normal occurence for any of us. This was the first, 
and to date only, such event th at I have taken part in and my only reason for doing so 
was a genuine desire to unders tand the phenomena (if any) involved. In my reply to 
her letter, I gave my reasons for not mentioning the sitting in my report. The main 
reason was simp ly that I did not have sufficient space to explain this ful ly. As I 
hinted at the beginning o f  the report there were subjective aspects , to do mainly with 
our reaction to the sightings, and I said that I was not going to mention these. 
Indeed the main reas on for the report was to des cribe a who le series o f  sightings, of 
which ours were only two. I firmly , and ,! think reasonably , believe that the objective 
details would not have been effected by the other factors and this report is not an effort 
to re\rrite the previous one ,  rather it is intended to look at the case from a different 
angle. The previous report looked only at the s trictly objective aspects of the 
sightings , however I believed then, as I believe now, that there was annother, very 
distinct aspect that required expl anation. This aspect encompassed the subjective 
phenomena and the co-incidences, and in this sence the 'psychic sitting' has direct 
relevance. I intend to des cribe this aspect here, partly to remove some wissunderst-
andings that have arisen, but chiefly because I think that consideration of the �ore 
subjective aspects o f  ufology is becomming more import ant. Having s aid that, I have 
adopted a phenomeno logical apro ach and leave judgement of the value of the data 
presented entirely to the reader. 
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We had s pent the Saturday of that weekend inves t igat ing the o ther s igh t ings 
ment ioned in th e report , and early on th e Sunday morning ( 31s t of O cto ber , the choice 
of Halloween for th e trip was unint ent ional on our part!) we tr aveled down to 
Huntingdon Cas t le near E nnis corthy , to vis it Miss  Robertson. Hunt ingdon Castle , 
its elf is s event eenth century and is built as an im itat ion o f  a med i eval castle , with 
ramparts and towers , but it's s ituat ion and th e pr es ence of l arge windows show tha t i t  
was never realy int ended to be de fens ive . I t  is built clos e t o  th e ru ins of a very 
obvious ly Norman ( 1 1 th-12th century) build ing ,  probably a church or abbey . I t  is 
d i fficul t to des cribe th e atmo sphere of th e pl ace , but a combinat ion o f  th e lack o f  
l ight ( there i s  no el ectr i cty) , th e fact that th e build ing is not in good repa ir , and 
the s tyle of decorat ion comb ine to give an impres s ion of a rather s t ereotyp e h aunted 
cas tle in th e bes t Hol lywood trad it ion. 

Dur ing the morning we had a br ief d is cus s ion on psych i c  and as soc iat ed phenomena wi th 
M is s  Robertson ,  fo l lowed by· the s itt ing already ment ioned. I will quo te from M iss 
Robertson ' s  report on th e s it t ing or 'r i t e '  wh ich was publ ished in Is ian News , a psych ic 
magaz ine : 

"••• ••• I s aid that wh at we could do was to s it in med itat ion and offer recept ive 
minds to ' UFO ' contact . Th is , I s aid ,  was as reasonable a way as any to contact 
pos s ible ' s pace peopl e ' . The pos s ib il ity of telepathy had no t been ruled out by 
cont emporary s c ience . I as ked for. the ir concurrence in a short R it e .  I l i t  two cand­
l es on my small altar in the drawing room , l it an incence s t i ck and then invoked De ity . 
I expres s ed our int ent ion , wh i ch was to contact ' s pace people ' .  I then put Holy wa ter 
from our Br igids Well on the brow of each of the young men. 

I as ked them to .shut the ir eyes , and to fol low visually my words . I told th em that 
we were cl imbi�g up a h il l . At th e cres t of th e h il l  was a mis t. We pas t  through the 
mis t and s tood on th e top of the h i l l . We looked arround; the mis t had covered the 
surround ing lands cape. Now I s aid we looked up into th e s ky .  We cam e aware of a 
br ight l ight. We wat ch ed th is light . I t  becam e  l arger and l arger as it approach ed us. 
I t  became a golden .d is c .  In s ilence , we watched th is d is c .  

I waited for a quart er o f  an hour approximat ely . Then I revers ed the pro ceedure . 
I des cr ibed the gold en d is c  retreat ing unt i l  i t  became a po int of l ight and finally 
dis appeared. I des cr ibed our cl imb down the h i l l  and our r eturn to the draw ing room . 
I then as ked for reports . 

E ach young man had been able to vis ual i s e  the s cene I h ad d es cr i bed , includ ing the 
l ight . But in th e s il enc e ,  though they h ad felt p eaceful , th ey had exper ienced no th ing 
visual , and no ideas at al l .  I found th is s tr ange . But they said they h ad no though ts 
and no ment al p ictures . But they h ad felt at eas e .  So I gave my report . I said th at 
I had the impres s ion that we h ad been cont acted by a UFO occupant . My feel ing was that 
he was a young man with longish fair hair and dark clothes. He was look ing after them . "  

I ful ly agree with her des cr ipt ion o f  what h appened , and my own impress ion o f  what 
was go ing on was that she was try ing to induce a s tat e· or p ercept ion of ' non-ord inary 
real ity ' in us , firs tly by very carefully arrang ing a suitabl e environment , and then by 
a proces s of sugges t ion , somewh at s imilar to hypnot ism. I do not th ink that the fact 
that it produced no s ignifi cant effect in any of us ind icates that such attempts must 
inher ently fai l , and I have no doubt that M is s  Ro bertson realy bel i eves th at the experie-
nce she relat ed h ers e l f  actualy happened . One important po int that she l e ft out was 
that she claimed to h ave been inform ed that we would soon be ' rewarded ' for our work in 
ufo logy. At the t ime , we took that to meen that we would have a s ight ing o f  a UFO, 
though none o f  us took the pred i ct ion very s er ious ly. 

Dur ing the afternoon ,  we were given a gu id ed _tour o f  the cas t l e. I would l ik e  to 
des cribe th is tour because it was a very int eres t ing exper i ence , but i t  is no t �ealy 
rel evant. We made the trip back to Naas in the l at e  afternoon. W e  had arranged to 
int ervi ew one o f  the witnes s es in th e ' fl ap '  s er i es that evening , and the f irst sigh ting 
took place as we awaited th e return of th is witne s s  out s id e  h is country shop . The 
o bj ect ive det ails o f  o f  our own s ight ings h ave been r eported in th e pr evious report, so 
i t  is my intent ion to deal only with our react ions to the s igh t ings h ere . I t  i s  di ffic 
-ult to judge th e react ions' of the oth er witnes s es s o  I wil l  deal mainly w i th my own . 
In th e first s ight ing , I th ink I can say that my react ion was ent irely rat ional and 
comiserat e with the only s l ight s trangenes s o f  the event . I arr ived at the opinnion 
that it was a flare or a firework very shortly aft er th e s ight ing , though th is theory 
has proven d i fficult to t i e  down subs 'equently . However , d i s p i t e  th is , I must adm i t t  
th at I was mildly e ffected by the s am e  unobj ect ive s ence o m  s trangenes s th at I experienced 
with the s econd s ight ing. I should po int out at th is s tage th at I am a fairly experienced 
obs�rver o f  the night sky, and th at , on s everal ocas ions I have o bserved temporarly 
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inexplicable obj ects . I pGint this out to show that I am quite familiar with the 
intrinsic s trangenes s of a silent , bright moving ob ject in the night sky and that this 
was something different . I find it very difficult  to accuratly describe this sensation; 
the neares t  that I can come is that it was a feeling that I was witnessing a phenomenon 
th at was specifically organised for my , personal benifit , to teach or demonstrate 
something to me . However, in the firs t case , this sens ation or impression quickly gave 
way to the objective , commonsence interpret ation . I t  seems to me , though I cannot be 
sure, that my three co llegues had a similar ,  perhaps s tronger reaction. As descri bed 
in the initial report , we carried out a det ailed de-briefing ses sion shortly after the 
sighting , and all reports were made out without collusion . The reports were very 
similar as regards factual detail , but when I s t at ed my opinnion that the o bject was a 
firework or flare , all the o ther witnes ses reacted incredulus ly. My res ponse to this 
was to ask them exactly why th ey thought it could not have been a flare , and no-one was 
was able to pin down a s pecific reason for this opinnion . 

The second sighting mirrored the firs t, both obj ectivly and s ubjectivly . The 
sighted ob ject had the s ame o b j ective similarity to a bright parachute flare, though on 
subsequent investigation it proved even harder to pin down . I t  would have been 
necessary for it to have been l aunched wel l  inland , and thus illegally and also directly 
over a·buisy dual carrigeway , a very foo lish and dangerous thing to do . These factors 
make the obj ective s trangenes s a little higher . This time , my own personal feeling 
of the s trangenes s of the event was very much s tronger . When we first noticed the 
phenomenon,  we were s peeding along the N aas-Dublin ro ad at about 9 5  KPH. This time 
it was not a case o f  someone noticing it and pointing it out to the res t; you could'nt 
miss it , it was very bright and dead centre o f  the windscreen . My initial reaction 
was one of a kind o f  resigned calmnes s :  'Oh no , not again! ' . I remember th at a thought 
struck me , I do not rember weather I vocalised it : " They' re playing games with us! They're 
having fun at our expense!" Thus again I had the very s trong impres sion that the pheno 
-menon was centred around me personally; organis ed for my personal benifit . Once I 
had brought the car to a h alt  on the hard shoulder, there was a rather excited reaction 
by the other two occupants of the car. The only reac tion that I remember clearly was 
a kind of detached tranquility and having a very c lear mind; no concious ment al 
proces ses whatsoever . I was not acting as-r-consider a good o bserver should act :  Making 
es timates and timings , running through pos sible expl anations. However , I must have 
been subconcious ly recording the facts because I was able to note these very clearly 
l ater . Pos t-sighting , my reaction was largely emotional , I felt that I had had a 
personal and s lightly mys tical experienc e ,  however the peaceful feeling went with the 
diss apearence o f  the o bject and my condition for the remainder o f  the journey back to 
Dublin could only be described as mild shock. Looking back on it , my driving must have 
been abysmal . The impression of extreem s trangenes s was definitly shared by the other 
two witnes ses , and I think there was something of the mystical or spiritual in their 
reactions too . I certainly remember one o f  them as king me if I believed in God- and 
being very impatient when I framed my usual answer to that ques tion; 'itdepends what 
you mean by God'! We were all definitly s ub j ect to a very intense and intangeable 
impres sion of s trangenes s :  There was no pos sibility o f  any 'normal' explanation in my mind 
for at leas t twenty-four hours after the sighting . I also remember that that night, 
for the firs t  time in my life , I had nightmares about UFO s . 

As well as the s ub jective reaction- which for me was very real- there is some 
rather more objective evidence that s omething s tranger than is indicated by the objective 
details of the phenmena themselves was at work. I refer to a number o f  'co-incidences' 
about the sightings which I wil l  try to itemise : 

14) Shortly before the sightings we had taken part in a 'psychic sitting' at which 
it had been hinted that we would s oon have a personal UFO sighting. 

2.) That we were inves tigating a series of sightings of phenomena almos t  identical 
in description to the ones percieved , shortly before the sightings and in the same 
geographical locality . 

3.) That Chris Gaffney clearly and unambiguous ly predicted th at the second s i�h t inr: 
would take place. 

4. ) That at the second sighting, we were idealy positioned for observation (Jf tlv! 
phenomenon. 

The reader is entitled to take the above as he sees fit . He may decide that the 

• 
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sequence o f  impres sions and events is adequatly explained by the ' normal' world picture , 
perhaps as a combination o f  co-incidence , sightings o f  'normal' phenomena and a 
psycological reaction; or he may decide , as is my feeling , that there is an intangible 
something about this aspect o f  the UFO phenomenon that is very real and that requires 
explanation. 

REVIEW 

Exploring Mys ticism - Frits Staal . (Penguin , 19 7 5) 

I read this book hoping that it could through light on a certain class of UFO 
report which I concidered had more to do with that vague generalis ation, 'mystical 
experience' , than with a report of a physical reality . It did no t ,  but wh at it did do 
was to give me some very firm ide as on how the inves tigator should approach these cases . 

The object o f  the book is to develop guidelines for a method of rational enquiry 
into mys ticism and the firs t section of the book is spent dis pelling the common western 
preconception. that mys ticism is not amenable to rational. enquiry . I refered to the term 
'mys ti'cal experience' as a 'vague generalis ation' , and perhaps the firs t thing one might 
expect from a book on the subject is an exact definition o f  what is ment by mysticism . 
However Pro ffes sor Staal makes the very valid point that one cannot realy define the bou 
-ndries o f  what one is · s tudying before one h as s tudied it, and therefore , at this stage , 
precise definition is no t pos sible . In general , the topics discussed in the book 
include all kinds o f  religious experience , meditationand o ther occult practices and 
eyen 'trips' induced by the ·use o f  halucinogenic drugs. As I was s aying , it is a common 
wes tern preconception that mys ticism cannot be s tudied rationally , and the proffessor 
explodes this myth bo th by the use o f

. 
logic and by his acid witt . The pro blem seems 

apparant mainly in wes tern culture; in the eas t they have a long tradition of 'rational' 
mysticism. The mysticism that is mainly encountered by wes terners is the mysticism Df 
the Christian r�ligion, and the Christian religion, unlike mos t  o f  the eastern r�ligion�, 
is basical ly non-rational . This is pos sibly why wes terners consider mysticism irrational, 
simply because they have litt le contact with rational mys ticism . However the question of 
whether mys ticism is , or is no t ,  rational is no t relevant to the methodo logy of the study 
of mys ticism. The ques tion is whether it can be studied rationally and the answer is 
that there is no reason why it canno t ,  provided that the s tudent does no t fall into any 
o f  the many pitfalls . For example , one cannot meaningfully s ay that a plant is rational, 
but that does not preclude a rational s tudy of botany; it may be that a mental patient 
is clearly irrational yet that does not prevent the rational study o f  mental illnes s. 

The second section of the book is titled 'how not to s tudy mys ticism' and deals with 
the short-commings o f  methods that h ave been used in the · p as t :  the dogmatic; the histori 
cal; the phenomenological and the physiological/ psychological.. Mos t mys tical systems 
have their as sociated religiona and religions are , by their nature , dogmatic . I t  would 
be meaningful , for example� for a convinced Chris tian to s tudy Buddis t mys ticism in 
relation to the dogma o f  Chris tianity , but it would not be rational since it ptesuposes 
the validity of the Chris tian dogma. Dogmatic approaches are not rational. The other 
three approaches deal , in one way or anno ther with the effects o f  mysticism on people 
rather than with mys ticism itself.  They h ave their place ,  but without direct experience 
of mys tical s tates their usefulnes s is severely limited. 

The third section o f  the book is mainly taken up with further developing this idea 
of s tudying mys ticism by direct experience . The firs t problem is the idea that in ·order 
to experience the mys tical s t ates one mus t accept the dogma . This , again seems to stem 
from our experience with Chris tianity were the mys ticism and the dogma are very difficu lt, 
perhaps impos sible , to seperate . However in the ancient eastern religio-mys tical systems 
and in their modern wes tern o ffshoots such as Yoga and Transendent al Meditation it is 
very much easier to separate mys ticism from dogma and it is quite pos sible to experience 
the former without accepting the l atter . The next pro blem is how one actually goes about 
attaining mystical experience . Staal dis cus ses two methods : the use of a 'guru' or 
teacher and the use o f  halucinogenic drugs . He argues that while the st ates of mind 
reached using each o f  the methods are similar ,  �here is much evidence that they are not 
identical , and he s ugges ts that this may be to do with the method used . For example, a 
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man who has climbed a t al l  mountain and one who h as been s et on top by a hel i copter may 
experience a whol e  range of s imilar fealirigs ,  but the man who has cl imbed may experience 
someth ing extra due solely to the fact that he h as come up th e hard way . S in ce i t  h as 
happened in progres s ive s t eps he may also be more prepared for what he finds . 

The pro blem with the use o f  a guru is th at one mus t cons t antly be prepared to disti 
-ngu ish between what is method i . e .  part of attaining th e des ired s tate , and wh at is  
dogma or the 'guru' s' explanitory s ys tem for the s tat e or for the methods used . The 
problems with the use o f  h aluc inogenic drugs , med i cal , social and psycho lo gical ,  ar e very 
cons ider�ble and the use o f  thes e would only be advised for those with a very thorough 
knowlege o f  these problems and under expert med i cal supervis ion . 

Proffes sor Staal ' s book is tough go ing , but due to his  inci s ive and s arcas tic wi t t  
and very good writ ing s tyle , qui t e  read ible. I t  will provide useful and though t-provoking 
read ing for tho se interes ted in tne s tudy o f  rel igions , the occult and the non-nuts and 
bolts s ide o f  ufology . H ighly recomended . 

* 

M agaz ines : MAPIT ' s ' Skywat ch ' . 

Another new exchange magaz ine , th is t ime from the' Manches t er Ariel Phenomena 
Invest igat ion Team ,  ' Skywat ch ' is bi-monthly and generaly very wel l  produced . ' Skywat ch' 
seems to attract a very int ernat ional readersh ip ,  and th is is  r eflected in the contribut 
- ions wh ich are generaly of h i gh qual ity . I can' t r es i s t  quot ing one s enten ce from 
an art i cle by Mr. R .  M arkwi ck on contacte e  cas es : 

"The more advanced they ( th e  ' al iens' ) were , - th e more would be the l ikelyhood of 
us having to forget we ' d ever been born, and s tart afresh tomorrow- th at would ' nt be 
very easy for a start!" 

Quite , Mr . M arkwick , qui t e! 

UFO Res earch Review. 

D ispite it ' s  rather port ent ious t it l e , the N9t tingham UFO I nves t igat ion Society ' s 
magaz ine comes a clos e th ird ( after Flying.S aucer R eview and MUFOB) in my league o f  
Br.itish UFO publ i cat ions. I n  the l at e s t  is sue , J enny Rand l es , fresh from t i l t ing with 
BUFORA ( a pers uit about as reward ing as t i l t ing with windmills ) has a go at that o ther 
s acred cow of ufology , the extraterres tri al theory . 

UFORUM ' Commentry ' .  

The firs t issue o f  th i s  monthly ( I  wonder how long � w i l l  las t!) magaz ine from 
UFORUM ( UFO s and Rel ated Unexpl ained Mys t er i es ) cons i s t s  mainly of extr acts from o ther 
UFO magaz ines , though I expect that wh en it gets better es t abl ish ed we can expect more 
or iginal content. 

· 

Puls e's 'Pul s ar ' . 

' Puls ar '  is no t a UFO magaz ine in the trad it ional $ence be ing devo t ed ma inly to 
' leyography ' - the s tudy of the al ignment of anci ent s ites . Over the years leyo graphy 
has becom� as sociated with ufo logy for reasons on wh i ch I am not ent irely cle ar. The 
associat ion s eems to or iginat e back in the fifties when a French worker , A imee M i chel le ,  
developed a sys tem o f  alignm ents o f  the pos i t ions o f  UFO witnes s es dur ing the French 
' flap '  of that t ime . I s uppose that with oth ers making connect ions between UFOs and 
folklore , it was natur al- well , inevitable- that the alignment sys tems of both would 
become conne cted . Once the connect ion was mad e ,  i t  was soon not i ced that , on some 
o ccas ions , the nodal po ints o f  l ey networks turned out to also h ave UFO connections -
the most famous exampl e  be ing W arm ins t er , wh ich , i t  i s  s aid , is at the intersect ion o f  
five l eys. The problem i s  that , though i t  would be a relat ivly s impl e  matter t o  use 
correct s tat is t i cal proceedures to ver i fy th e al ignm ents in both l eyography and 
orthoteny( the name given to the s ci ence of the al ignm ent of UFO s ight ings ) , th is is 
rarely done . Th is, combined with the l ack o f  us e ful theor e t ical explanat ions(there are 
several ' the.ories ' \. involving var ious types of energy , known and unknown, but these 
r·emain s trangely un-measured )  for jus t why such al ignments should occur , h as ment that 
thes e s tud ies have remained extreemly subj ect ive. It s eems l ikley th at , unless there is 
some improvement in the methodology us ed by the l ey-hunt ers , leyography wil l  continue to 
cons is t mearly of a loos e ly connected col l ect ion of emp ir ical o bs ervat ions on the 
boader l ine of co incidence . H aving s aid th at , I would l ike to take a more pos it ive 
at titude . I th ink that mos t  l eyographers would be prepar ed to accept th at there is a w•ed 
for more refined techniques , and there is certainly suffic i ent mater ial wh i ch sePms 
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beyond the bound·s of chance to warrent an advanced s tudy . 
Puls ar is no t �nt ir ely devo ted to l eyography , cons is t ing in about equal meas ur e  o f  

ufo logy and ' o ff beat ar ch aeo logy ' . To thos e  interes t ed i n  pract ical and emp i r i cal 

s tud ies in the latter fi eld , ' Puls ar ' can be recomended as one of the bet t er publ i cat ions 

in th e ar ea • 

REVIEW SPECIAL : NEW SCIENTIST ON PARASCIENCE 

Th e 14 th of July i s s ue o f  N ew S c ient ist is  largely devo t ed to a look a t  ' p ar as c i enc e ' . 
The s ect ion · cont ains three major art i cles and one minor o ne . Th e. f ir s t three ar t i c l e s  
deal with the Bermuda Tr iangl e ,  UFO s and ' s poon-bend ing ' , and t h e  four th i s  a r ev i ew o f  
a new Fortean-s tyle ' s our ce book' . 

The ar t icle on th e Bermuda Tr iangle is by Graham M as s ey ,  who prod uced the BBC-TV 
Horizon programme on the Tr iangle . Unl ike the art i cles o n  s poon- b end i ng and UFO s  i t  is 
dis t inguished by th.e fact that the author h as actualy done some o r i ginal r e s e arch o n  the 
subj ect hims elf . The major portion o f . th e. art icle t akes a clo s e  look at the i nd iv idual 
incidents upon wh i ch the triangl e myth is bas ed , Careful res ear ch r eveals th at mo s t  o f  
the ' s trange · . dis appearancees ' ar e only made s trange by the s ens at ional and fr equent ly 
inaccurat e  repor t ing of th e authors of Tr iangl e books , ch i e fly Ch ar l es B er l i t z . Mo s t  o f  

. the major cas es p.r e deal t with in· some detai l ,  bas ed o n  fir s t  hand res earch by th e author . 
The other main tennent o f  the myth is that the Tr iangl e ar ea has a d i s proport io nat e 
number ·o f  ' without tr ace ' los s es o f  sh ipping and aircraft . Th is is s imply no t bo urne out 

• by th e figures . Mas s ey th en takes a look at the techniques us ed by Tr i angl e  wr i t er s , and 
it becomes clear that none o f  th e wr it ers has done much or iginal res earch s ince e ach co p i e s 
( usualy with some magni fi cat ion and dis tort ion) from th e o th er s , and mor e  o ft en th an no t 
th e reports can be tr aceq back to some s ens at ional news paper art i cle . 

Mas s ey ' s art i cle shows cl early how tho s e  s ci ent is ts who wish . to count er th e irrat io nal ­
ist tend enc i es · caus ed by th e triangl e and s imilar myths can effect ivly do s o : By hone s t ly 
s tudy ing the ind ividual events on wh i ch the myths ar e bas ed , by ' do ing s c i ence ' . 

The UFO ar t i c l e , by ! an R idpath , is th e mo s t  superficial ar t i c l e  on th e s u b j ect I h av �  
read · for a long t ime , Th e  t i tle- ' Flying Saucers Th irty Years O n' - . gives one f a ir warning 
o f  wh at to exp e ct . Th e a im s e ems to be to give a h i s tor i cal r es ume o f  the UFO s to ry over 
the pas t th irty years . The ar t i cle is  negat ive in out look th e who l e  way through- r ather 
r idiculous ly so in places- and the author shows an incred ible ignorance of th e s ub j e c t  
mat t er o f  ufology ,  it ' s h i s tory and i t ' s modern trends , The h i s tory o f  UFO s is r es t r i c t ed 
to th e Uni t ed Stat es , as are all the s igh t ings ment ioned and the ph en�meno n  i s  looked at 
from a who lely ' extrat erres tr i al ' viewpo int . The few cas es that are dealt w i th ar e tr e a t ed 
very inad iquat e ly and · are gr eat ly over- s impl ified .  For examp l e  th e H i l l  cas e i s  
d i sm is s ed a s  fo l lows : 

" The truth o f  the mat ter , revealed by inves t igator , Ro bert She affer , is th at much o f  
th e detail o f  th e s tory was imag inat ive glo s s  added aft er the UFO s i gh t ing wh i ch ,  from 
B etty H i l l ' s des cr ipt ion was no th ing more th an a mis s id ent i f i cat ion o f  th e p l anet , 
Jup i t er ne ar the moo n . "  

I t  is a well known part o f  th e s tory , and was never claimed o th erwi s e ,  th at th e 
' abduct ion' p art o f  the report was only r evealed somet ime aft er th e or ig inal r epor t us ing 
hypno t i c  t e chniques , and to call th i s  a ' r evel at ion' is m i s l e ad ing ,  To d i sm i s s  hypno t i c­
ally r eve aled as pects as ' imaginat ive glo s s ' is a bias s ed over - s imp l i f i cat ion . Th e 
P as cagoula cas e is d i smis s ed becaus e a l i e  detector t es t  was car r i ed out by an unqual i f i ed 
operato r . 

Aft er ' proov i ng ' th at UFO s  are not extrat err�s trial us ing one o f  th e o ld ,  ho ary , 
s t at i s t ical argument s ( wh i ch, , juggl ing the pre cepts and r e - gues s ing th e es t imat e s  could 
j us t  as eas i ly ' prove ' th at th ey are extrat erres tr i al ) , R idpath conclud e s  th at : 

" A ft er a gener at ion o f  Flying S aucer ( s ic)  s tories with .no concr e t e  r e s u l t s , the 
burd en of pro o f  r emains s quarely on the ufo log is t , "  

I canno t s p e ak fo o th er ufo lo g i s t s , but I ,  personaly , am no t int er e s t ed i n  ' prov ing '  
anyth ing t o  anyone . I t  s eems to me s elf- evident th at , wh en l i t eraly thous and s o f  p eople 
are r eport ing qu i t e  fantas t i c exper iences every year we hav e  a r e a l ly prorrun i s i ng ar ea for 
s tudy . I t  is only o f  s e co nd ary importance wh eth er th at s tudy t e l l s  us s ometh ing about 
wh at makes htnnan be ings t i ck , about extra-human int e l l i genc e or a bo u t  th e natural univer s e .  

P ar ap s ycho lo g i cal res ear ch i s  gradualy at t aining r e s p e c t ab i l ity and th e th ird o f  th e 
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New Sc ient is t  art icles deals with that int ens ly res earch ed but s t i ll unproven para­
psycho lo gical phenomenon ,  ' s poonbend ing' or the ' Gellar e ffect ' . The res ear ches be ing 
carr ied out by Taylor and Co ll ins in the UK ,  Crus s ard in France and Putho ff and Targ in 
th e US s eem to have run into fund iment al pro blems . I t  s eems that , wh ile th e subj ects 
s eem to be s incer e ,  the t igh t er th e exper iment al co ntro les th e les s repeatable th e r esul t s  
become so that , even now, none o f  th e res earchers can definitly s ay th at the ' s poonbend in� ' 
ph enomenon really ex is ts . 

At Surrey Univers ity , Pro f .  Th akur is develop ing a ph i losophy o f  p arapsycho lo gy- an 
indi cat ion o f  jus t  how fund iment al some o f  the res earch is becomm ing- and work is be ing 
carr ied out on tel epathy and psychokines is . However , despite th e interes t in th e fi eld , 
all the pro j ects ar e running into problems with finance and unless r es ear ch begins to 
make a larger impact it could fail to t ake o ff .  

' Finding a Home for a Stray Fact ' i s  the t itle o f  the fourth art icle wh ich r eviews 
a s er i es of books by American s ci ent is t ,  W il l i am  Corlis s .  Termed ' s ource books ' ,  thes e 
co llect to gether and cro s s -re ference var ious anomal is t i c o bs ervat ions made and record ed 
over the years and th en forgo tten about becaus e th ey did no t neatly fit into any 
s c ient ific p idgeon ho l e .  Corl is s ' s t ated aim is to ' ro ck the s ci ent i fic bo at ' by co l l ect­
ing together mater ial wh i ch t ends to contrad ict current s c i ent ific hypo thes es and he 
concludes that e ither the informat ion that h e  has col l ect ed is  fals e ,  or th at s ci ence h as.  
much fund imental work to do . Th e  ' s ource books ' have already proved us eful in work on 
ball l ight ening , though anno th er o bvious field of appli cat ion i s  ufology .  

J . A . H . 
* * * 

LETTERS 

P sych i c  Phenomena • • • • • •  

A growing interes t in psych i sm would s eem to be markedly appar ant o f  lat e ,  bo th 
in Irela�d and abro ad . Wh ile i t  might be argued- reasonably , I th ink- that rath er than 
degenerat e into the awning reces s es of the ' fr inge s ciences ' ,  we ufologis ts should p l ant 
our feet more s o l idly on the ground , acquire a s ence of imp eccable logic to th e ent ire 
UFO pro blem ,  bore everyone to th e funnyfarm with concrete facts and nice , s traight foward 
s c ience and get s ometh ing accomplished towards es t abl ish ing a gr eater unders t and i ng o f  
the subj ect i n  general . The propo s al is a s o l id one ; o r  s o  i t  would s eem , but in 
pract ice it is about as wat er t ight as a s ieve . To s tudy a phenomenon o bj e ct ivly d i ctat es 
th at we undertake a compreh ens ive analys is o f  th e too ls available for the work . As a 
phys i c is t ut ilis es math emat i cs as an ind i s p ens ibl e piece o f  h is equipment , s o  ufo lo g i s t s  
too should exam ine a l l  avenues o f. pot ent ial i f  thes e e fforts are t o  ach i eve mer i tor ious 
results . 

Wh ile i t  is no t my des ire to crit icis e the work o f  our own inves t igat ive s t aff , i t  
is my op inion that w e  are neglect ing , perhaps out o f  an inat e orthodox ism , var ious 
methods of inves t igat ion wh i ch might yield more ,  but could certainly y ield no l es s , than 
our pres ent sys t em of bas ing our inves t igat ions ent ire ly on the mat er ial evidence ava i l able . 
I was recently repremanded , rather harshly I though t ,  by a par t i cular BUFORA o ff i c i al , 
for making unsubs t ant i at ed apprais als o f  certain cas es . Wh ile I agr e ed with th e s tr i ct , 
l iteral phr as eo lo gy ,  I d id no t agr e e  with the s al i ent imp l icat ions wh i ch accompanied it . 
The general opinion o f  ufo logis t s  s eems to be that psych ism should be left to the fanat i cs 
and that we should get on with our not e  t aking . 

I know that I am not alone in my perhaps unorthodox views and blas phemous id eas , a�d 
that is why I would l ike to t ake th is opportunity to ask tho s e  who may be int eres t ed in 
psych ism to wr i t e  to th e addres s below with a view to es t abl ishing an appendage to the 
Ir ish UFO Res earch As s o c iat ion in the form of a who lly psych ical inves t igat ion depar tment . 
Th is i s  a formal ch all enge to thos e ufologis t s  who claim to operat e an unb i as s ed ,  open­
minded appro ach to th e subj ect . 

Wh ile I have kept my letter br i e f ,  I hope I h ave conveyed to th e o f f i c i als o f  our 
conglomer at ion of s o c i et ies the pres ent s tate of mind of cer tain of i t ' s member s h i p . 

Thomas H iggins . 
65 S ar to Ro ad , Naas , Co . K i l d are . 

* * * 
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INVE�TIGATIONS REPORT 

What ever may be happening in England and Wales , the current l evel of monitored UFO 
act iv ity in Ireland is very low . O nly two full-s cale inves t igat ions were carr ied out 
during the period ; on th e Newbr idge pho to cas e and on a lower s trangenes s cas e from 
Donaghadee in Co . Down . Even the normal background l evel o f  read ily expl icable reports 
is cons iderably down on normal . IUFORC inves tigators have been us ing th is s l ack 
period to clarify the data pres entat ion sys t em .  The fo l lowing is what we have come up 
with a 

1 .  Code numbers 

For internal us e ,  · the ' N '  codes will cont inue to be us ed with all reports 
publ ished in IUFO N .  Periodi cally thes e codes will be cro s s -referenced with codes us ed 
by o ther �rganis at ions . 

2 . S ight ing !ype .  

A fter s everal fals e s t arts , we h ave decided o n  the Hynek sys t em as the s imples t 
and l eas t ambiguous o f  the ones in general us e .  The fo llowing is ad apted from Hynek , 
J .A . , ' The UFO Experience ' : 

NL : - No cturnal Ligh t ;  d is tant anomalous l ights s een . in the nigh t  s ky .  

DD : - Dayl ight D is c ;  d is tant defined o r  d i ffus e o bj e cts s een dur ing th e day • 

RV a - Radar/ Visual ; o b j e cts s een by radar and vis ion · s imul t aneous ly . 

CE I a - Clos e Encounter o f  the F irs t Kind ; obj ects s een with in 1 50m . ( metres ) • 

CE 1 1 : - Clos e Encounter o f  the Second Kind ; CE I s  that leave phys i cal traces . 

CE Ill : - Clos e Encounters o f  the Th ird Kind ; CE Is with o ccupants s een . 

NB 1 Mod i fi cat ions have been made to the definit ions o f  DD , CE ' I  and CE I l l . In two 
c as es th is was to make the definit ions more generaly app l i cable and in one cas e to 
comply with our pol icy ( and the s ci ent ific convent ion) o f  us ing metr i c  units . 

3 .  Reliabil ity o f  Inves t igat ion .  

I t  i s  clearly important t o  h ave an idea o f  how rel i able the inves t i gat ion o f  a 
p articular s ight ing is . For th is purpos e ,  in l ine with s everal o th er organis at ions , 
we have adopred a sys t em sugges t ed by NUFON • Th e  fol lowing l is t ing is taken from th e 
June issue o f  ' Northern UFO . N ews ' : 

Level A ; - An on-s ite inves t igat ion by exper i enced inves tigators . 

Level B : - Intervi ew with witnes s es by exper ienced inves t igators . 

Level C : - No interview, but the witnes s fills out a s pecial form o f  s ome typ e . 

Level D : - Lett er or written account from witnes s ,  but no special fo llow-up . 

Level E : - Unconfirmed report- e . g . N ews p aper cutt ing , verbal only . 

4 .  Pro babil i ty .  

Probab il ity i s  a measure o f  the rel iabil i ty o f  the o bs erver' s report . Th is has 
always been impo s s ible to quant i fy accuratly . We h ave decid ed that to try to define 
more than three catagor ies is over opt imis t i c ,  and therefore we define H igh , M id and Low 
pro babil ity .  . Factors that are t aken into account when as s es s ing pro bab il i ty ar e as 
follows : 

1 .  The ind ividual rel iabil i ty o f  each o f  the obs ervers under normal cond i t ions . 
2 .  The number o f  o bs ervers . 
3 .  The cond it ions under wh i ch the s igh t ing took place . 

Pro bab il ity es t imates us ualy apply only to lower s trangenes s ( below) events . To try 
to es t imate the ' pro bab i l i ty '  in a cas e such as the H il l  cas e or the P as cagoula cas e ,  or 
even our own ' Mrs H '  cas e would be fu t il e  s ince the phenomenon s eems to be far too comp l ex . 
In general , it is pos s ible to d is t inguish ' obs ervat ions ' and ' experiences ' on th e bas is 
o f  wh ether the o bs erver int eracts , or appears to int eract , with th e ph enomeno n .  Th e 
concept o f  probabil ity is realy l imited to ' o bs ervat ions ' .  
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s. Strangenes s . 

Strangenes s is one of the mos t  important concepts in ufology an� has been 
defined in a number of different ways . Bas ically , s trangenes s  is a measure of  how ' out 
of the ordinary' a s ighting is , but a full dis cus s ion of s trangenes s would take a full 
article.  We as ign s trangenes s on the bas is of ideas by Jacques Val lee (J.  Vallee , 
� The Invis ible College' ) .  Th is s eems to be as near as pos s ible to an obj ect ive sys tem .  
Table 1 should help to decode the s trangenes s figures us ed . . This i s  not complete,  it 
would require a lengthy expos ition with examples to fully define each catagory . 

TABLE ONE 

�allee Strangenes s 
catagory 

' 1 

2 

3 

4 

s · 

6 

7 

type of phenomena. 

Trans ient obs ervation of a phenomenon only s lightly s trange . E . G .  
obj ect like a firefly only at the wrong time of year.  

Strange l ights in the sky, burning mas s es ,  s trange luminous clouds , 
diffus e daytime obj ects . 

Defined obj ects in the sky; s trange craft etc. 

Landings and near landings ( generally , Hynek CE I &II and as pects 
of CE III) . 

O ccupants , s trange · beings etc. 

' Personal illumination' 1 contacts psychic or phys ical , religious 
vis ions 1 out of the body type ·UFO experiences etco  

' Real ity Gap' cas es were rhere is  an implied event which is not 
remembered or which is only releas ed after special treatment . 

A s ingle cas e may have aspects or phas es . wh ich fit into different s trangenes s 
catagories , for example, the H ill cas e has aspects in catagories 3,  5 and 7 .  Our own 
Naas s ightings have aspects in catagories . 2 and 6. 

Figure 2 , on the outs ide back cover, shows results of work done by Vallee on the 
estimated likelyhood of events , or aspects of events , in the different catagories 
being reported . 

Cas e  Reports . 

Statis tics : 

�rief Details : 

N .  42 

satilites : 1 
Aircraft : 3 
As tronomical t 1 
Hoaxes : 1 ( H igh probability . ) 

TIME � DATE : 1 3. 40 ,  1 3 . 2 .19 7 6  WITNESS t ( one) Name and addres s on file . 
LO CATION : Whitehall , Dublin.  INVESTIGATION LEVEL : D 
INVE STIGATION BY : Alan Lawler ( IUFORA) 

WITNE SSE S  ACCOUNT (EXTRACTS) : 
" I  was walking to a bus s top near my home when I noticed a three-jet mil itary 

plane . It was very high up , and about the s iz e  of a thumb ( ? ) .  I continued to watch it 
when, to my as tonishment , a UFO appeared undernieth the j et and travelling from wes t to 
eas t keeping neatly under the s treams left by the j et .  As the UFO came level with ., but 
about 30 or so thumb s izes under the j et ,  the jet veared off to s tarboard , as if the p ilo t 
took ins tinctive evas ive action to avoid colliding (which could' nt happen due to the. 
different levels o f  the craft' s fl ights ) . O f  cours e ,  the shock waves of  th e UFO could 
have s ent the j et o ff cours e.  As the UFO approached , the faint outlines o f  two ovals 
surrounded by a darkish blur could be s een. The j et quickly recovered it ' s cours e and 
continued eas twards , and when it reached a point about 20° wes t ( ?) it  took ' a  curved 
path downward . The UFO s  fl ight path could eas ily have taken it far out to s ea .  

• 

t 

• 

• 
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Additional Details . 

The above was abs tracted from a copy 
s upplied by the witnes s to Alan Lawler . 
unfortunatly gives no dis cript ion o f  the 
' the UFO ' . Further inves t igation would 
come to any definite conclus ion . 

o f  a long letter written to Eric Von Daniken, 
Wh ile superficially precis e ,  the letter 

obj ect its elf wh ich is mearly refered to as 
be required before it would be pos s ible to 

PROBABILITY : Insuf.  data . STRANGENESS : Catagory 2or 3 .  

Note on the Newbridge Cas e .  

The Newbridge pho to cas e was introduced briefly in the las t  is s ue .  I t  h as 
been concluded , after a thorough inves tigation by Spectrum and IUFORC that th e  cas e is 
probably a ho ax. This conclus ion is bas ed on a technical report made by BUFORA ' s 
photographic analys is department whi ch concludes that the p ictures are almo s t  certainly 
a phys ical fabricat ion ( produced by throughing an obj ect into the air and photograph ing 
it) . A s econd analys is is currently being carried out by DPRG ( Dagenham P aranormal 
Res earch Group.) . A full report of the detailed inves tigation is on fil e ,  but unl es s 
further analys is turns up s ometh ing new, we do not intend to publ ish this . 

N .  4 3  

TIME AND DATE : 24 . 00 ( aprox . )  Unknown, es timate late 19 7 5 .  
LO CATION : Nr . Donaghadee Co .·Down. WITNESS : J o  Anne O l iver . 
INVE STIGATION LEVEL : A INVE STIGATION BY : M iles Johns ton and John H ind . 
INVE STIGATION REPORT : 

It  was cons ider ed worth inves t igating this cas e in some detail , though it is not 
o f  part icularly h igh s trangenes s ,  becaus e o f  the pos s ible tie-in with a lo cal is ed flap 
in the area ( IUFORC SI R eport No . l) . As it turned out , the witnes s d id not remember 
the reports of the flap in the pres s at the time , and did not remember the date of the 
s ighting with s ufficient accuracy to enabl e  pos it ive correlation. 

The s ighting took place about 50 metres from the witnes s ' s  home which is 
s ituated in a small clus ter o f  three hous es in the country about five KM s outh of 
Donaghadee . Accord ing to M is s  O l iver , h er father was also witnes s at the s ight ing , but 
no longer recalls it . 

The witnes s was baby-s itting at the hous e o f  a neighbour about 200 metres up 
the small country lane on which bo th hous es are s ituated . When the neighbours returned 
home , she s tarted to walk the short d is tance home . The night was calm, fros ty and 
very clear .  There was no moon. A fter walking 50-100 metres down the h ill , s h e  obs erved 
the o bj ect , s tationary , at an elevat ion a little les s than 1 5° and at a bearing o f  
about 24 5° . The obj ect is d is cribed as being sharply defined , oval in shap e ,  milky or 
pearly wh ite in colour and about twice the apparent s iz e  of the full moon accro s s  it' s 
major axis , the minor axis being about h al f  th is d imens ion. The major axis was parillel 
to the horizon. The obj ect was not bright , and was nearly perfectly oval : " like a 
s earchlight beam cut obliquely' ' •  In total , the o bs ervat ion las ted about 30 minutes , 
after wh ich the witnes s retired . She did not s ee i.t dis s apear .  

I t  was obvious that the s ighting h ad made a cons iderable impres s ion o n  M is s  O l iver 
and she s aid that the memory o f  it was s t ill very vivid . That the obs ervation was o f  
the moon or o f  a moon bas ed illus ion s eems a pos s ible explanation. It h as no t been 
pos s ible to check pos ition and phas e data due to the vaguenes s o f  the dat e .  Though 
it is d ifficult to concieve that a full or p artial moon could be des cribed as such a 
defined oval , the illus ion theory is a remote pos s ibility .  The only other pos s ibil ity 
s eems to be no ctilucent cloud . I t  is very unl ikely that we should get s uch a cloud 
s o  clearly defined so long after suns et , though the direction is correct for such a 
phenomenon. While such clouds are usually r ed ,  it is pos s ibl e ,  if  we as sume that the 

• witnes s · has mis taken eith er the s eason or the time, that this could be the explanat ion .  
I t  may ,  o r  may not be valid to note that the area i s  rich i n  folk-lore connections . 

The witnes s es hous e is called ' Fairy H ill' , due ,  she speculates , to the proximity o f  a 
' Fairy knoll'  ( a natural s tonney outcrop which local folk-lore as cribes to the act ivities 

of the fairy people) . The area is also rich in Bronz e Age s ettlement s ites as wel l  as 
Norman defens ive works , a fact o f  pos s ible interes t to ' leyographers ' .  

PROBAB ILITY :Mid. STRANGENE SS : C atagory 2 .  
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IF UNDELIVERED RETURN TO :  
19 C airnsh ill  Avenue , 
Belfas t BT8 4NR , 
N .  Ireland . 
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