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irish ufo news EDITORIAL 

To have missed the recent upsurge of UFO sightings reported 
in recent months by the news media, one would have to have been 
either a blind, deaf mute; a cave dweller; comatose; or dead. 
Even the good old 'Beeb' gave the UFOs top of the bill on their 
6. 00pm and lO. OOpm news programmes on Old Year's Night; sending 
us into the New Year with a festivity of flashing irridescence 
as they scooped ITV for the film report on the Auckland sightings. 
Certainly Page Three readers of the "SUN" on the 2nd January could not 
have helped but notice the UFO report and 'still' on the page next to 
the shapely 'earthly' body. 

Are we entering the year of the UFO? (When have we heard that before!) 
If they are anything to go by, then certainly. the first few hours of 
1979 seem to indicate so. With UFO activity rife in both hemispheres 
it looks as if we could be in for another 'flap'. 

In Northern Ireland we had our fair share of sightings and ignoring 
the recent Queen's University Rag Week hoax calls, these have come 
from virtually all parts of the Province. From as far away as Beleek 
to Limavady, reports have been continually streaming into the Centre's 
Hotline. On early Sunday morning the 1st January an RUC patrol was 
asked to look into a reported sighting in Glengormley (Co. Antrim) 
and during the afternoon several people reported seeing a cigar-shaped 
UFO traverse the sky from east to west. On the same date a surgeon 
in England reported seeing a similar object travelling in the same 
direction - a possible correlation. 

Needless to say official comment ou this recent burst of UFO activ­
ity varies from the planet Venus to space flotsam re-entering the 
earth's atmosphere. Undoubtedly some of these reported sightings can 
be explained away in rational terms and indeed the New Year's sightings 
were first classified as a 'fireball' and later explained as the 
remnants of a Russian rocket burning up, however quite a large number 
of the reports filtering into our organisation have yet to be explained. 
On the subject of explanations, I would love to know why so many, 
supposedly learned people come out with the Venus and 'flotsam' ex­
planations without appearing to have given the subject some thought. 
Having had an interest in astronomy for many years, and having spent a 
lot of nights and mornings observing the heavens (the Moon, Venus, 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn; you name it, I've seen it!), I have yet to see 
them loop the loop, spiral towards the ground, move horizontally faster 
that a jet aircraft, or speed away at impossible angles to fizzle out 
and disappear; especially in broad daylight! And as for space flotsam; 
hasn't the Government told us that anything short of Skylab ( which 
would break up anyway) would burn out long before it reached the lower 
layer of our atmosphere. Nonetheless, there is a lot of debris (man­
made or otherwise!) floating around above our heads and by the laws 
of probability some of it is bound to make an appearance. However, 
bits and pieces of 'space junk' will burn brightly and then fizzle out 
like a Halloween rocket and its path is naturally downward. It will 
not go out and light up again in differing colours and it will certainly 
not behave like Barnes Wallis' famous "Dam Buster" bomb. 
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Sir Bernard Lovell was stated as saying the UFO flap "depressed" 
him; went on to dismiss the latest sightings as nothing short of 
science fiction and then came out with the comment that it was in­
conceivable that extra-terrestrial life could exist within a short 
distance from our Solar system . This comment is not

.
only meaning­

less, but probably irrelevant in this context. And why in the name 
of fortune does the field of science assume that the subject of UFOs 
is altogether associated with 'little green men'. 

The Venus probe, having rendezvoused with Venus and NASA hoping to 
resolve some of the enigma which is literally enshrouding earth's 
sister planet, it is seriously believed that the world's astronomers 
will soon be changing their views on the make-up of Venus by what 
will be discovered as a result of forthcoming data. McDonnel­
Douglas are at present working on an aircraft guidance system which 
will revolutionise flight. It's called CCV (Control Configuration 
Vehicle) and it can make an aircraft do almost anything in flight; 
including flying sideways. I thought only UFOs could do that! 

I have written these two seemingly irrelevant pieces into this ed­
itorial to amplify two very simple arguments. In the field of 
technology and extra-terrestrial observation, the sci�ntist's yard­
stick or frame of reference is constantly changing. Changes in 
circumstances and development take place at such a rate that no 
sooner is one concept accepted, another quite radical comes along to 
render it "old fashioned". H G Wells, one of the forerunners of 
modern science fiction, thought of satellite-type weapons which were 
totally inconceivable in his day. Yet in this age the US and USSR 
confront each other with proposals of satellite vehicles which could 
devastate entire cities on our planet. 

Today we do not know what UFOs are; those that do not fall conven­
iently into our present-day frame of reference - but what of tomorrow? 

In this issue of IUFON we examine reports of sightings which took 
place over Northern Ireland during the period leading up to the First 
World War. We have the latest update on the NASA and European Space 
Agency programme with a special report on the Shuttle, and we take a 
speculative look at UFOs as an ultra-dimensional phenomenon. As usual 
we have our book review and an update on news from around the world. 
Unfortunately we do not have a fully documented report for this issue 
because of the'recent pressure on the Centre, but we have included a 
short piece on the background of a recent sighting still under investi­
gation. 

In closing I would like to point out to all our readers that because 
of the recent purge or UFO sightings, a sudden upsurge of membership, 
and the fact that to cope we have had to completely re-organise the 
structure of our a dmi n i s t r a t i o n, this issue of the Journal will be 
appearing late. Regardless of this,I would like to take this opport­
unity of wishing all our members a happy new year in 1979. 

We intend opening a letter column in our next issue so if you have 
any comments, then let's hear from you. Send a l l  letters to our 
Editorial address and mark them "Editor - Irish UFO News". 

David Patterson 5 February 1979 

3 .  



r 

by JOHN HIND 

A historical approach to the UFO phenomenon carries with it advantages 
and disadvantages. If we study a period going back six decades or so, 
we can be reasonably confident that no startling new revelation about 
our subject will come to light; as some general, politician or scient­
ist publishes his memoirs; alternatively as some new document is de­
classified. In other words we can be reasonably sure that the source 
material for the time is complete. The other side of the coin is of 
course, that we have to rely almost totally on these records and can do 
no useful investigation work-one cannot interview dead witnesses. 

A particularly interesting body of UFO related data dates from the 
last decade of the nineteenth century and the first fourteen years of 
this century. These reports, today daubed 'Phantom Airships' differ 
in one importnat respect from the modern UFO phenomenon: they were 
interpreted at the time, by those who took them seriously, as airships 
(powered lighter than air craft) constructed by either a 'foreign power' 
or a 'secret inventor'. Like the modern UFO phenomenon, the 'airship' 
reports seem to occur in geographically localised waves. The waves 
isolated so far (it seems likely that present research has only scratch­
ed the sufrace) are: 1896 in the US (5), 1909 and 1913 in Britain (1, 
3,4) and 1908 in Denmark (2). The reports are also similar in profile 
to the modern UFO data, consisting of large numbers of reports of 
strange lights in the sky and a few stories of encounters with craft 
and their occupants close to or on the ground. The'close encounters' 
invariably describe human occupants and 'Heath Robinson' mechanical 
constructions with wings, propellers, sails, etc. For those readers 
not familiar with aviation history it is worth noting that there were 
no airships operating in any of the 'flap' countries with the exception 
of Britain at the time of the sightings. The first British airship: 
NULL! SECUNDUS (first flight 1907) and two others, BETA and GAMMA were 
flying by 1913. These 'Blimps' were low-powered, non-rigid craft 
capable of only short flights under idea l con dit ions . Th e f ir s t r igid 
a ir s h ip was f l own in Ger many in 1900 and by th e t ime o f  t h e Fir s t No r ld 
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War, such craft were capable of carrying out bombing raids on Britain 
with limited success . The first known airship flight in the US was 
not until 1915. The short heyday of the airship as a luxury passenger 
transporter on trans-Atlantic routes began with the first Atlantic 
crossing by air carried out by the British R-34 in 1919 and ended in 
1937 when the German airship 'HINDENBERG' was destroyed by fire in the 
us. ( 7 )  

In the early part of this century, Germany, due largely to its chemi­
cal industry, was one of the richest countries in the world; using its 
wealth to build up its navy. Britain, then one of the most powerful 
nations, had long.felt secure behind the natural barrier formed by the 
English Channel and the North Sea and this security was threatened by 
the increase inGerman naval power. An 'arms race' had developed in 
the construction of battleships and respect for German scientific and 
engineering capability was justifiably high. A body of rumour develop­
ed, in parallel to the establishment fear that Germany would overcome 
Britain's sea defence by naval power, that Germany had developed some 
method of rendering sea defence obsolete. In the early part of 1909 
there were rumours to the effect that the Germans had tunnelled under 
the North Sea and had a 'fifth column' already concealed in England . 

No complete survey of the 1909 airship phenomenon is yet available 
though at least one researcher is working on this . (o)  The author set 
out to sample the coverage given to the 'flap' at the time by the Irish 
newspapers for which copies at that date were available . 

Three newspapers were searched for the months of May,l909; the 
"Belfast Telegraphll, a broadly Unionist-oriented evening paper publish­
ed in Belfast; the "Irish Tir.tes", a non-political-oriented daily pub­
lished in Dublin, and the ;;Irish News", another Belfast pu!>lished daily 
having a largely republican-oriented readership. The Irish Times 
treats the airship 'flap' only very briefly and without editorialisation, 
but the paper takes a much less parochial view than the other two,rep­
orting German reaction to charges that the 'airships' were German milit­
ary craft. Both the Northern papers report the 'flap' quite extensively 
but there is a striking difference in the character of the reporting 
and in the editorial attitude taken to the phenomenon. 

The Belfast Telegraph opens the coverage in the Irish papers on Sat. 
May 15 under the headline :'&"lAZING AIRSHIP STORY: It is now understood 
the War Office is attaching importance to the mysterious airship report­
ed flying by night over the eastern counties. An attempt was made 
at first to indicate the reports as to people having seen the strange 
navigator in the air, but opinion is coming round to the view that the 
airship is, indeed, actually the airship that was first sighted nearly 
two months ago.11 There then follows a section which itemises 'the 
sightings by witness, location and, in some cases date. This data along 
with the rest of the factual data from the Iriah papers is summarised 
in Table 1. Two reports are given in some detail, those by Peterborough 
P C Kettle and by a 'Southend lady'. The article closes by noting that: 
" Two opinions on the mysterious airship prevail. One is that it belongs 
to an English inventor who is conducting his experiments at night in 
order to keep his secret; the other that it may have been a German air­
ship released from some warship in the North Sea." 

The Telegraph has more to say in its May 17 edition. However, not to 
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TABLE 1 

SIGHTINGS REPORTED IN THE IRISH PAPERS 

1. Robert Westlake and some man working on the steamship ARNDALE: 
cigar-shaped, lit object making whizzing noise: Cardiff docks: 
Telegraph 19. 5. 1909. 
Lethbridge: cigar- shaped object on ground with occupant: Caer­
philly Mountain,Wales: Irish News 20. 5. 1909. 
Messrs. Grahame and Bond: complex airship on ground, occupants: 
Teddington, London: Irish News 17. 5. 1909 quoting LONDON STAR 
Mr, Mrs Egerton S. Free: cigar-shaped craft, hovering. Artifact 
found: Clacton: Irish News 17. 5. 1909: Belfast Telegraph 20. 5. 1909 
Thomas Murphy, Frank Kerr: cigar-shaped, lit craft, at distance: 
Belfast: Belfast Telegraph 17. 5. 1909. 
Anon: No detailsan airship: Belfast Telegraph 17. 5. 1909. 
P C Kettle: object seen 2 3. 3. 1909: Peterborough. 
Mr. A J Banyard, Mrs Mary Day: 25. 4. 1909: March:Cambridgeshire. 
P C Hudson, Mr J 0 Smith: object seen 24. 4. 1909: Ipswich. 
Mrs Amy Rush and son: objectseen 9. 5. 1909: Bury St. Edmunds. 
Miss H M Biville: object seen 9. 5. 1909: Southend-on- Sea. 
Mr Cole: object seen 9. 5. 1909: Stamford. 
Mr Deacon: no details: Wisbech. 
Mr C W Allen, Mr Brown: no details: Market Harborough. 
"Two labourers": no details: Kings Lynn. 
Mr Strange: no details: Peakirk, near Peterborough. 
Mr Kelt: no details: Northampton. 
"Royal servants"; no details: Sandringham. 

(Items 7-18 from Belfast Telegraph 15. 5. 1909. ) 

be outdone, the Irish News jumps into the foray with the headline: 
"MYSTERIOUS AERO THAT STOPPED OVER LONDON FOR A FILL OF TOBACCO: A queer 
story told to a newspaper by a couple of strollers. " The story goes on 
to quote from the London "Star" a story related to that paper by Messrs. 
Grahame and Bond. " "We were near the middle of the connnon on a fairly 
open space 150 yards from the wood, " said Mr Grahame, "and I said to my 
friend, Mr Bond, 'sit down a minute I find I have a stone in my shoe'. 
We sat down on the grass and I suddenly heard a soft buzzing sound 
behind me. I thought it was a motor car in the distance and I could not 
understand it. Then I suddenly saw it come creeping along the surface 
of the grass. The moment they saw us (sic) the first man, who was 
clean-shaven, and looked like a Yankee, swung a searchlight right round 
on us, and there he was doing that over and over again, blindingus with 
its glare, evidently so that we should not see too much of the shape of 
the airship. The second man, who stood in the middle of the airship, 
looked like a German and was smoking a calabash pipe. The German spoke 
first. He sa i d: 'l- am- sorry. Have-you- any-tobacco? ' I just happened 
to have an ounce or two in my pouch and I gave it to him saying: ' Help 
yourself. Here is my pouch. ' I could see the shape dimly.

· 
I am not an 

artist, but it appeared like a collection of big cigar boxes with the 
ends out. It must have been 200 feet, or 250 feet long. Mr Grahame 
roughly sketched the aeroplane with three propellers and a big swing 
searchlight. He proceeded-There were two men on the aeroplane. The 
first man who was near the forepart seemed to be in a sort of steelwire 
cage, and he had Q row of h and l e s  in fr ont o f  him lik e h and les o f a  b ee r  
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engine only thinner . "  
Mr Bond at this point mentioned that the German gentleman had a cap 

and a beard and a map in front of him. It was fastened on a board and 
there were red discs as though they had been stuck into the map with 
p1.ns. 

Mr Grahame told the end of this adventure: "We saw the tall man pull 
one of the levers down- j ust like beer engine only thinner and then he 
switched the light off, and the aeroplane went without either of the men 
saying goodbye. It disappeared in ten seconds, and was gone before we 
could see where it had gone to. It was a very dark night. " " 

Monday 17th; Be �fast Telegraph: "MYSTERIOUS AIRSHIP FLIES OVER BELFAST: 
A nocturnal visitor. Is it from Germany? The inhabitants of the peace­
ful Belfast suburban districts of Malone and Balmoral are wondering today 
whether they have been favoured with a visit from the mysterious airship. 
An EVENING TElEGRAPH representative visited the district this afternoon, 
and interviewed a number of persons who witnessed the passage of the 
nocturnal visitor across the sky. Their accounts agree substantially, 
and it appears that at about ten o'clock a brilliant light was observed 
in the sky in the direction of Colin Mountain. The aerial visitant was 
thousands of feet high, and came steadily on in the direction of the 
city, occasionally dipping towards the ground but alw�ys keeping at a 
great altitude . 

The night was fairly dark, and it was impossible to distinguish clearly 
what the light came from, but when it came over the Lisburn Road and 
across the various residential parks between that thoroughfare and the 
Malone Road it was j ust possible to distinguish in the gloom a long 
shaped obj ect, and no doubt was left in the minds of those who saw it 
that it was an airship. 

It was utterly impossible to distinguish the construction of the ship 
or the forms of its passengers owing to the great height, but ·that there 
were persons on board was evident from the fact that a red light was 
seen on several occasions flashing from it . . . 

When it got about a mile past the mountain it appeared to slacken 
speed somewhat, and its flight for some time became rather slow. Then 
it finally rose to a very great height, and disappeared rapidly in the 
darkness in the direction of the Lagan. " After a long section compar­
ing this visitation with the airship seen in the eastern counties of 
England and a discussion of German military airship activity the Tele­
graph concludes: " . . . .  it seems rather incredible that a German airship 
should get to Ireland unobserved, but against that must be taken into 
consideration the fact that Germany leads the way in aerial navigation 
and the ski 1 1  and daring of her aeronauts knows. no bounds. " 

On Tuesday 18th the Irish Times briefly mentions several of the 
English and Welsh sightings and carried a (separate) article on German 
airship technology. The Irish News carries a letter signed "Wide 
Awake" and apparently intended seriously, which warns of the danger of 
the (supposedly German) airships. The letter closes: "I am however, 
sorry to say that the rulers .of these countries have closed their eyes 
to the threatening presence of this monster of the air. Now that it 
has surveyed the main coasts of England, I am almost certain that it 
will next turn its attention to Ireland, and I would advise loyal sub­
j ects to keep their eyes fixed upon the heavens these nights . If it 
appears, a report should be promptly sent to the headquarters of the 
Belfast Boy Scouts, so that ample and effective preparations might be 
made to cope with the dangers which are most certainly to be appre 
hended. " The editor of the Irish News notes briefly: "The above 
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letter was delivered yesterday morn­
ing, several hours before it was 
announced that Belfast had actually 
been honoured by a visit from a 
"monarch of the air." " 

On Wednesday, the Irish News carries 
an item apparently unrelated to the 
airship mystery,but the connection will 
not b e  lost on sociologically aware 
readers. In the newspaper's House of 
Commons report: "Sir John Barlow will 
today ask Mr Haldane whether he has 
any information showing that there 
sixty six thousand trained German 
soldiers in England and a quantity of 
rifles and ammunition in a cellar 
within a quarter mile of Charing Cross." 
"A prophet finds no honour in his own 
country," begins a flippantly intended 
letter in the same issue of the Irish 
News. "Already I am looking into the 

future with eyes as keen and undimmed as those of the male eagle when he 
fearlessly stares upon the sun; and I see a bright vision of a grateful 
and loyal nation gathering around me and proclaiming the glory of•the 
man who spoke the words of warning that saved the people of Belfast from 
a dreadful fate. 

A year has been added to the roll of time since I first told my neigh­
bours that aerial warships would hover over the Northern capital (Belfast) 
and threatened its inhabitants with the doom of the unwary. One has al­
ready appeared; it was seen by several people, including members of the 
staff of the Belfast Evening Telegraph. These observers saw it with 
their eyes; they saw the airship with its glaring lights spinning twixt 
earth and heavens; they saw several things besides, but this fearful 
vision dwelt on their memoroes,and they justified my prophetic inst-
inct by recording the result of their patriotic midnight vision. 

But they did not see all that might be observed that night. I have 
been making preparations for the appearances of this airship ever since 
the autumn. The powerful telescope which procured for purposes of 
military observation when I vainly hoped that our Lodges (Orange 
Lodges: a Masonic-type organisation) would undertake the conquest of 
Connaught remained in my possession;so I fitted onto it an apparatus 
which enables me to see objects within five miles distance as plainly 
on the darkest night as the ordinary man can observe them in broad 
noonday. 

Sir, though I waited until independant testimony could precede my 
statement, I saw that airship before it entered within the range of 
vision, or into the imagination of the number of Belfast Telegraph 
staff. I brought my refractifying, specially-patented black-midnight 
telescope to bear upon it; and as it hovered over the Lisburn Road, I 
distinctly noticed the German Emperor and Mr Patrick O'Brien MP (at 
this time Ireland was unpartitioned and under British rule; Patrick 
O'Brien was a local Irish National HP at Westminster) standing side by 
side; while just behind them was a well-known member of the local 
United Irish League and A 0 H (Ancient Order of Hibernians, roughly 
the R�puhlican equivalent of the Orange Order), pointing out to them 
the strategic places which should be occupied by an invading army. 
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At the same moment I placed to my ear another instrument which att­
racts any sound uttered nearer than five miles, as a lightning rod 
draws into itself all the electricity within the radius of its influ­
ence; and I heard the German Emperor distinctily say - he spoke in 
fairly grammatical English, though his accent was not that to Which 
we are accustomed - "In my opinion Belfast will be ours when our 
fleet drops 250,000 men and 1000 cannons on to the Shankill Road. " 

Whrerupon Mr Patrick O'Brien MP said: "Sire, I entirely disagree 
with you. We may succeed in capturing the Shankill Road, and filling 
every public house, tobacco shop and confectionery store in it with 
Uhlans; but Belfast will never be ours until we drop 500,000 men in 
Sandy Row." 

Whereupon the local Leaguer and Hibernian said; in an accent that 
fell gratefully upon my ears: "That's all very well; but when ye have 
the Shankill and the Bog Meadows, what the David Porter will you do 
about Ballymacarrett?" (ShankillRoad, Sandy Row and Ballymacarrett are 
all Loyalist areas of Belfast). 

They were still cogitating over this problem when the engines 
"whirred" and the dread machine swept away across the Lagan and sped on 
at the rate of 87 miles an hour towards the Mull of Kyntyre. I was not 
at all astonished to read in next morning's paper that the German 
Emperor had arrived home: I am sure he must have felt tired. Yours 
faithfully, An Anxious Orangeman. " 

Those familiar with the 1909 airship scare will need no introduction 
to the Lethbridge case case which is extensively reported in the Irish 
News on the Thursday. "INVADED!" screams the headlines,"Foreigners, an 
Airship and a grim message in French. What a Showman Saw and Others 
Verified: Fearful Scares." 

The Lethbridge story· is then told, in much the same manner and with 
the same details as in the extracts quoted by Carl Grove and Paul 
Screeton. However, the paper does explicitly link the airship with 
other strange occurrences. Under the sub-headline: "Worse and Worse!: 
A Colchester telegram states that although the stories that have been 
circulating as to German military airships hovering over Colchester 
are dismissed as canards, serious attention is being paid in the 
garrison town to the continual reports that are received by the police 
and other authorities as to the presence of foreigners whose sole bus­
iness seems to take notes of cross-roads and buildings in the neigh­
bourhood of Colchester. Several instances of this practice have been 
lately noted by the police." 

The Belfast Telegraph of the same day quotes the "DAILY EXPRESS" on 
the "Airship Fender" found by Mrs Egerton Free of Clacton. 

On Friday 21st May, the Irish News, no longer able to resist the 
temptation, scores political points against the English by editorial­
ising on the subject of "Invasion Hys t e r ic s ". The editorial starts by 
noting several hoax airship reports and disparaging the fact that the 
mysterious table discovered by Lethbridge turned out to be instructions 
on the use of a motor-tyre valve. "We know why the Brothers Wright 
have returned to their native country," comments the Editor sarcastic­
ally, "their miserable mechanical makeshifts .... are merest toying and 
fancies of children when compared with the marvellous German invention 
which can alight on lonely mountain roads with the ease of a "carrion 
crow" and disappear towards the stars with more dexterity than a champ­
ion cyclist mounts his machine at the start of a race." Commenting on 
the note-making foreigners in Colchester: "Wild stories indicating the 
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hysterical fear that has taken possession of the majority of the Brit­
ish people. " 

With the end of the week, we come to the e�d - with a few isolated 
exceptions - of the coverage in the !rish papers of the airship scare. 

The author's motive in presenting this data is primarily antiquarian, 
as well as to bring it to the attention of other researchers. However, 
although much more research is necessary to bring in all the data on 
which a useful theory could be based, he feels that some comments may 
be made at this stage: 

1. Since none of the established histories make any mention of 
extensive airship testing or operation over the British Isles 
before the war, it is extremely unlikely that genuine .airship 
activity accounts for more than a handful of the sightings. 

2. The airship phenomenon shows profile similarities with the 
modern UFO phenomenon. These similarities include the desc­
ription of Light in the Sky and close encounter reports, the 
occurrence of spatially and temporarly localised 'wave' and 
'flap' phenomena and in the them-and-us interpretation (the 
airship phenomenon was seen as a manifestation of an alien 
- in the old sense of the word-technology). 

3. At least one type of hoax can be identified in the data: the 
newspapers use the phenomenon as a vehicle for political 
satire. The excellent example in the Irish sample is the 
Irish News 'Anxious Orangeman' letter. 

4. The phenomenon is well adapted to contemporary cultural spec­
ifics. The best example probably contained in the varying 
attitude taken to the phenomenon by the two politically or­
iented Irish newspapers. The Unionist Belfast Telegraph, for 
which the cultural specific of German invasion is relevant, 
t re ats the rep orts s erious ly ; b ut the Irish News , for which th e 
cu ltur a l  s pe cifi c  is large ly irr eve l ant , does not. 

Synthesising; due to the antiquity of the reports it is probably no 
longer possible to come to a useful conclusion about the physical stim­
uli behind the reports. However,we can suggest two tentative hypothesis 
about the phenomenon as a whole. The first is that the phenomenon was 
simply a form of contagion;of mass hysteria. If this is the case,then 
the phenomenon shows an amazing propensity for manufacturing compelling, 
specific evidence for itself. The second is that the phenomenon may be 
of the collective unconscious,analagous to a dream premonition in the 
individual unconscious. After all, airships were used over Britain by 
the Germans during the First World War. 

In conclusion, the close analogy between the airship phenomenon and 
the modern UFO phenomenon suggests that study of the former could l1elp 
in the understanding of the latter. It is to be hoped that more complete 
surveys of the source literature on the airship phenomenon will soon be 
available. 
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Photocopies of the original newspaper items on which this article is 
based are available for consultation at the Irish UFO Research Centre 
library. The original newspaper files consulted are stored in the 
Shankill Road branch of Belfast Public Libraries, and the author would 
like to thank the staff for their help and patience. 

************************** 

WIN £1,000,000! 
CUTTY SARK SCOTCH WHISKEY COMPETITION 

Readers of New Scientist will be aware of the following offer:-

An offer of £1,000,000 has been made by the Cutty Sark Whiskey 
Company in association with the New Scientist .... 

"For a device which can be proved to have been activated to arrive 
on earth from beyond our solar system. Such a device must be EITHER 

(a) a craft capable if interstellar travel which has 
transported extra-terrestrial beings to earth. or 

(b) an unmanned reconnaissance vehicle or 
(c) a �ssile or 
(d) an artifact. 

Will offer a prize of £1,000 for a scientific paper which is judged 
to contribute most to our understanding and knowledge of the UFO phen­
omena. 

Will offer a prize of £500 for the best "tutty Sark UFO log". This 
record will contain information relating to aerial phenomena, researched 
solely from evidence contained 1n the logs of the sailing ships. 

I am particularly interested in 'No 2'. Any member of the 'Centre' 
or reader of IUFON who is interested in the competition should apply 
direct to Cutty Sark or to me at the address below. A full scientific 
paper on the subject of UFOs is a considerable task and as the compet­
ition closes on June 30th, there is very little time. I am very anx­
ious indeed that the more resepected UFO fraternity in the UK should 
put forward a paper; I would therefore like to invite any persons in­
terested in such a project to write to me. The paper will involve 
considerable research and much dedication which could be more effect­
ively executed by a small team of dedicated people. The paper will be 
published as a scientific paper as well as offered as an entry to the 
Cutty Sark competition. It will be published under the Irish UFO 
Research Centre. Do I hear any call? 

Miles Johnston, 39 Antrim Road, Lurgan, Co. Armagh, N.I. BT679BW 
Tel: Lurgan 2024. 
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THE SEA FOR DE 
EXPERIENCE 

by DANNY WILS ON 

IUFORC INVES TIGATOR 

20 Jan 1 9 79 

At th e b e g inning of Novemb e r , 1 9 7 8 , th e IRISH UFO RE SE ARCH CENTRE had 
a te leph one ca l l  from a Mr. Ki l len of S e a forde , Coun ty Down , s ta t i n g  
that o n  th e n i gh t  o f  th e 8 th N ovemb e r  1 9 7 8  h e  h a d  had a fri gh te ning e x ­
pe r i e n ce wh en re t urning h ome wi th h i s  w i fe and ch i l dren . The s to ry was 
then pas s e d  on to me by Ken Pa t te rs on of IUFORC for fur the r i nve s t i ga t-
10n. 

I te leph one d Mr. Ki l len an d made arrangeme n t s  to s ee h im a t  h i s  h ome 
at Seafor de wh e re h e  unb urdene d h i s  s t o ry t o  me as i t  h appene d. Hi s 
wi fe , Mrs . J oan Ki l len , c on f i rme d he r h us ban d's s to ry , adj us t ing s l i gh t ly 

s ome o f  the de tai ls h e r  h us b an d  ove r l ooke d. 

Mr. Ki l len and h i s  wi fe w i th the i r  ch i l dren we re t rave l l ing h ome by car 
t o  S e a f o rde f rom Lough in lan d  at ab ou t 10.55 pm when th ey ob s e rve d a 
s t range ob j e c t large r than a Wes s e x  h e l i c op te r  t rave l ling a t  g reat s p e e d. 
To Mr. Ki l len an d h i s  wi fe , the ob j e c t  s e eme d to be ab o u t  300 fe e t  ab ove 
the groun d  l e ve l  of th e road an d ge t ting l owe r as i t  t rave l le d. Th i s  
s t range ob j e c t a s  i t  was de s cribe d t o  me was g i ving o f f  i ts own l i gh t ; a  
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ble n d  o f  ye llow an d o range and as 
b ri gh t  as th e f u ll moon . It was 
de s cr ib e d  as almos t re c tan g ular i n  
shap e  b ut w i th the c orne rs remove d. 
The ob j e c t  was sharply de f ine d and 
made n o  noi s e  as i t  move d t o  di s ­
appear beh i n d  a h il l , leaving Mr . 
�il len and h i s  fami ly p uz zle d.They 
we re ve ry f ri gh tene d by wha t  they 
had s e en and Mr . Ki lle n  ph one d th e 
p o l i ce t o  tell o f  th e i r  e xp e r i e n ce. 

A f te r  r ing·· ng the New cas t le RUC 
S ta t i on ,  Mr . �il len de c i de d  t o  
re t urn t o  s e e  i f  h e  c ou l d  follow 
the c ours e o f  the ob j e c t. A t  thi s  
po in t  h e  again s aw th e ob j e c t  only 
in a di f fe re n t  p os i ti on from whe re 
he had fi rs t ob s e rve d i t ;  a lmo s t 3 
mile s from the o ri gina l p oin t. The 
t i me was a lmos t mi dn i gh t  and i t  
appeare d t o  h im tha t  the ob j e c t was 
going to lan d. Th i s  t ime h e  b e came 
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re ally fri gh te ne d  and a l th ough h e  was temp te d  t o  ven ture furth e r , he 
de c i de d  t o  re turn h ome. 

On the s ame a f t e rnoon I vis i te d  h im ,  Mr . Ki llen t o ok me t o  the area 
whe re h e  th ough t the ob j e c t  mi gh t h ave lan de d ,  b u t  we found no evi d­
ence of a lan ding . Th e area in q ue s t i on i s  vas t .  

My own comme n t  on th i s  s i gh t in g  i s  s ti l l the s ame as i t  was when I 
f i rs t l ooke d in t o  th e i n c i den t and i t  i s  as fo llows : 

I t  i s  obvi o us tha t  th e p lane t  Venus doe s n o t  app ly h e re . I a l s o can 
n o t  p i c tu re a f i re due t o  the fa c t  tha t  the ob j e c t t rave l le d  a s h or t 
di s tan c e  o f  a few mi le s and t o ok a lmos t an h our t o  do s o .  We may 
als o e x clude a h e li cop te r ,  for the obje c t  made n o  s ound and Mr. Ki l len 
was cate gori c in h i s  de s cr i p t i on o f  an ob j e c t of great b ri llian ce w i th 
a c le ar ly de fine d c i r cumfe ren ce and g i vi n g  o f f  a y e llow t o  o range li gh t .  

Th e S e a forde ob j e c t s ti l l remains a my s t e ry .  

*****�k************* 

Bas e d  up on unre l iab le and un s c i e nt i f i c  s urmis e s  as da ta , th e A i r  
F o r c e  develop s elab ora t e  s ta tis tical findings which s e em imp res s ­
ive t o  th e uninitia t e d  pub lic uns ch ooled in the falla c i e s  o f  th e 
s ta tis tica l me th od . One mus t con c lude tha t th e highly p ub licis e d  
pe rio dic Air Fo r ce p ronoun cemen t s  bas e d  up on uns ound s ta t i s t i cs 
s e rve me rely to mis re pre s en t  th e t rue chara c t e r  o f  UFO ph enomena. 

YALE S CIENTIFIC MAGAZINE - Ap ri l , 1 963. 
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by DAVID PATTERSON 

Paranormal activity, whether we care to admit it or not, did not 
begin in 1947; neither did aerial phenomena. But flying saucers did. 
The Assyrians portrayed them in relief as winged discs; the Greeks 
and Romans described them as flying wheels and in latter biblical days 
they were known as fiery chariots. The Bible; the Koran - all the 
religious writings of the Old World and the New refer in some degree 
to manifestations from the heavens. In the last decades of the nine­
teenth century and in the years leading up to Kenneth Arnold's famous 
experience over the Rocky Mountains in June, 1947 they were described 
as flying ships, flaming spheres and ships of the stars. There can be 
no doubt that the phenomenon has been with us since the human race was 
evolved and perhaps even earlier. Whatever shape or form the phenom­
enon may take; be it cubed, spherical, cylindrical or elliptical it 
exists. But from where does it come? And is it real in the physical 
sense or is it an illusion, 

On September 9, 1976 a Phantom F4 of the Iranian Air Force was scram­
bled when hundreds of telephone calls reported something unusual in the 
night skies over Teheran. As the aircraft, piloted by one, Lieutenant 
Fafari approached the brightly lit object it sped away flashing blue, 
green, red and orange in quick succession. Fafari made to follow when 
a smaller object parted company with its larger counterpart and homed 
in on the Phantom. Fafari attempted to fire one of his aircraft's 
missiles but quickly discovered that his weapon controls were "frozen". 
In addition, his radio and flight instruments suddenly failed. He 
managed to out-manoeuvre the object which then rushed back towards the 
"mother" object. Fafari found his instruments functioning again and 
quickly resumed the chase. Again a smaller object detached itself only 
this time it headed earthward with the Phanton diving after it. Fafari 
saw the UFO touch down and he circled it several times, then mysterio­
usly the object darkened and finally disappeared from sight. Fafari 
then returned to his base, but as he was landing a small, cylindrical 
craft approached him as he lined up with the runway. He watched it for 
several seconds as it zoomed overhead finally to disappear in the dark­
ness. It was not encountered again. 

Is it possible that Fafari, the experienced pilot, and hUndreds of his 
fellow Iranians were suffering from hallucinations; that they were in 
fact simply seeing an illusion? \Vhen Thomas Mantel! chased an object 
"which appeared to be metallic" to 30:000 feet, was it an illusion; a 
mirage if you like, that caused his aircraft to disintegrate and make 
him the first "official" UFO victim? 

In an endeavour to explain away the UFO enigma, more and more author­
itative people are turning to the realms of para-psychology to classify 
the phenomena. Jacques Vallee in his book THE INVISIBLE COLLEGE advoc-
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ate s tha t  UFOs are n o t  ne ce s s ari ly o f  e x t ra- t er re s t ria l or1g1n in the 
t rue s en s e  o f  the word b u t  tha t  they coul d  c ome from a p lace in t i me ; 
b e  a p s y ch i c  ph enomenon an d make thems e lves known on ly t o  spe c ia l ly 
s e l e c te d  pe op l e. He s e e s  th em as being a " con t ro l  s y s t em" ; a s our ce 
o f  ene rgy wh i ch dwe l ls in a pe culiar s pace / t ime frame beyond the 
limi ts o f  norma l cons c i ous ne s s .  The re i s  s ub s tan t i a l evi den ce avai l ­
ab le o n  th e exi s ten ce o f  o th e r  p lanes or dimen s i ons re late d t o  the 
psychi c ;  we a l l  know wha t  " po l terghe i s t" a c t ivi ty means , an d th os e 
wh o have leaning towards s p i ri tua l i s m  are conv i n c e d  tha t  th ere e xi s t s  
no les s than s even di mens i ona l p lanes beyon d  the phys i ca l  l i fe .  

Exponen ts o f  th e more o r i e n ta l- type p s y ch i c  r e l i g i ons be l ieve tha t  
man has th e ab i l i ty t o  t raver s e  the cosmos th rough the me d i um o f  th e 
Thi rd Ey e. Re search in t o  Ext ra S ens o ry Pe r cep t i on has s h own tha t t e le­
pathy i s  pos s ib le ove r grea t dis tances a�d tha t  the re are areas o f  the 
b rain wh i ch s e e  things di f fe re n t ly from tha t  wh i ch i s  s e en by th e con­
s ci ous min d. For the s e  areas of the b rain , t i me an d s pa ce have no rea l  
meaning. Are the s e  then , the areas o f  man ' s b rain b y  wh i ch paran o rma l 
a c t ivi ty i s  ob s e rve d? Th i s  c ou l d  exp lain the ac t o f  " s e eing" UFOs , b u t  
wha t  o f  our o th e r  s ens e s  wh i ch t ri gge r the b rain in t o  b e l i e ving tha t  
s ome th ing e xi s t s .  

We e xi s t o n  a phy s i ca l  p lane ; occupying a p l ace w i th i n  a s pe ci fi c  
frame o f  s pace and time i n  wh i ch we e xe r c i s e  a l l  our s e ns e s .  We s ee , 
hear , s me l l and touch ma teria l th ings wh i ch our mi nds a c ce p t  as rea l i ty .  
I t  e xi s ts be caus e i t  i s  th e re an d vi ce ve rs a. Thi s s ta temen t i s  n o t  
t o ta l ly t rue i n  the fie l d  o f  as t ronomy o f  cours e ;  s ome obje c ts , vi ewe d 
th rough the eyep i e ce o f  a tele s cope or on a ph o t og raph i c  p la t e , are s o  
remo te th at th e i r  l i gh t  takes many mil l i ons o f  years t o  reach us and 
c onseq uen t ly we may be s e e ing the s e  s te l lar ob j e c ts wh i ch in t ru th may 
have " fi zz le d  out" th ous an ds o f  years ago. I f  a s tar ten l i gh t  years 
away " novae d" tomorrow we wou l d  not see the res u l ts un t i  1 ten years 
hen ce. Howe ve r ,  we as s ume the ob j e c t t o  be in e xi s tence and an accep t ­
ab le norma l i ty i n  t h e  phy s i ca l , b e caus e w e  can s e e  i t. 

In h i s  b ook , UFOs- OPERATION TROJAN HORSE , J ohn A Kee l goe s s li gh t ly 
de epe r in to the paran ormal as pe c t  o f  UFO s .  He s e e s  them as s ources o f  
ene rgy o f  an e le c t romagne t i c na ture an d s ugge s t s  tha t  large ly they are 
i nvi s ib le to our eye s ; us ua lly o c cupy ing thos e rea lms of th e s pe c t rum 
wh i ch are bey on d  th e fie l d  o f  normal vi s i on. P e ri o di ca l ly ,  s ugge s t s  
Ke e l , th e UFOs eme rge from the i r  own s pe c t ra l envi ronme n t  i n t o  the fie l d  
o f  norma l l i gh t  ( vi s ib le l i gh t ) , as s umin g  wha te ve r shape or form s ui ts 
the c i r cums tan ce. A t  th i s  p o i n t  they b e come vi s ib le . 
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Kee l us e s  the te rm " t ransmogri fi c a t i on" for th i s  eme rgen ce f rom one 
spe c t r a l  envi ronmen t to an o the r ;  an un for tun a t e  ch oi ce c ons i de ring i t  
li te ra l ly me ans " th e  ch anging from one form t o  ano th e r  - as if by 
magi c." P e rh aps t r an s mut a t i on or even t r ans fi gur a t i on c ou l d  h ave been 
us e d  t o  des cribe the c i r cums t an ce s .  I t  i s  the "mag i c" in fe rence I 
obje c t  t o. 

In the e ar ly fi f t i e s  the B r i ti sh Ufo logi s t Haro l d  Wi lkins furth e r  
e xpoun de d  th e th e o r i e s  o f  ma te ri a l i s a t i on an d de - ma te ri a li sm ( ma t  an d 
dema t ) o f  e xt ra- dime ns i on a l  obje cts ( UFOs are known to app e ar an d di s ­
appe ar q ui te s udden ly an d drama t i ca l ly ) . The s i tua t i on i s  n o t  un l ike 
a pe rs on en t e ring a r o om by one do or an d mak i ng his o r  her e xi t from 
an o th e r  door ; s ay on th e oppos i te s i de o f  the r oom. Cou l d  th i s  ana l ­
ogy fi t the UFO phenomen on? D o  they appe ar vi a s ome unknown dimens ­
i on a l  g a te ; from one s p e c t r a l  envi ronme n t  t o  ano th e r ;  from one f r ame 
o f  s p a ce an d t i me t o  an o th e r? 

In p ra c t i ce the con ce p t o f  invi s i b le p or t a ls , or "windows " as they 
are o f ten re fe rre d to , l e a ding from one s pe c t r a  or dimen s i on t o  ano th ­
e r  may b e  t o t a l ly i n c on ce ivab le t o  our minds a t  p re s en t ; p ure ly for 
th e re a lms o f  s c i e n ce f i c t i on .  Howe ve r ,  as a the o ry i t  i s  n o  more 
ludi c rous th an th at th e con ce p t of a b l a ck h o le wi th i ts s ingu l ari ty 
is an e n t r an ce t o  ano th e r  un ive r s e  an d a c omp an i on wh i te h o le ( q uas ar ) 
be ing a corre s p on ding e xi t. The i de a  o f  mu l t i - un i ve rs e s  i s  no l on ge r  
t o t a l ly dis re garde d b y  as t ronome rs and as t ro-phy s i ci s t s ; i t  may n o t  
fa l l  i n t o  th e i r p re s en t d ay frame o f  re fe re n ce , b u t  they n o  l onge r  
cons i de r  the i de a  in c on ce ivab le o r  p re p os te rous 1 n  the e x t reme . 

The b e l i e f th a t  UFOs are an ene rgy s ource i s  n o t  wi th out me r i t ; UFOs 
h ave b e en re p o rt e d  h overing n e ar e le c t r i c py l on s .  It is q ui te p os s ib le 
th a t  the re as on beh ind th i s  i s  to draw o f f  p owe r or ene rgy t o  s upp l e ­
men t ene rgy wi th in the ph enomenon wh i ch h as b e en e xhaus t e d. Again i t  1s 
q ui te pos s ib le th a t  as an e l e c t r omagne t i c s our ce of ene rgy i t  may b e  
a t t ra c t e d  to e le c tri c i ty as l i gh tning i s  a t t ra c te d  t o  the conduc ting 
t ra ce on a ch ur ch s teep le. In th e ve ry e ar ly days of the f ly ing s auce r 
s care , wi tne s s e s  o f t en rep o r te d  s e e ing purp le b lob s wh ich may h ave 
p r omp te d  Eri c  F r ank Rus s e l l  to wri te h i s  very famous SF th r i l le r  
SINIS TER BARRIER. In h i s  s to ry , h i s  p urp le g lobes are an inte l l i gen t 
li fe form wh i ch e xi s te d  outs i de the norma l s pe c trum an d we re a form o f  
l i ving ene rgy. Las t ye ar a woman in Eng l an d  w as b ad ly b urne d when a 
s phe r i c a l  ob j e c t f lew in th rough h e r  k i t chen win dow , h ove re d ove r h e r  
c ook e r  an d then e xp l oded. Th i s  s or t  o f  phenomenon i s  known an d re cog­
ni s e d  as b a l l l i gh tning ; i t  is undoub te d ly an ene rgy s ource and c an be 
de ci de d ly dange r ous in the e x t reme . As ye t we do n o t  fu l ly un ders t an d  
th i s  s or t  o f  phen omenon . 

Whe the r  UFOs a re ps y ch i c  phenomenon or s ource s o f  ene rgy i s  a q ue s t ­
i on open t o  deb a te , b u t  t ry te l l ing the th ous an ds o f  app aren t ly s ane , 
re as onab ly i n te l lige n t  wi tnes s e s  wh o h ave h ad a UFO e xpe rien ce th a t  they 
we re h a l lucinat ing an d the re cep t i on mi gh t b e  s omewh a t  c oo l. I f  we are 
t o  b e l i e ve the s e  us ua l ly norma l h appy p e op le wh o le ad us ua l norm a l  d ay ­
t o-day l i ve s ( th e re are a few e xcep t i ons I re adi ly admi t ! ) ;  th a t  they 
h ave h ad genuine e xpe rien ce s , an d s ome of them de fy a l l  re as on , then 
the UFO and i ts e n t i t i e s  areun doub te d ly re a l  i n  the phy s i c a l  s ens e ; they 
are not an i l lus i on. 

Ce r t ain ly s ome c an b e  e xp l aine d away wi th in conven t i on b u t  th ose th a t  
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st ubbornly non- conform and cannot be expl ained away in simpl e  down- t o  
ear t h  terms must have a causation. So assuming t hey are n ot of ext r a­
terrest rial origin ( not fr om t his p l anet ) , and t hi s  ar t icle in no way 
is me ant t o  advocate UFOs are not E - t ,  or t o  deny t he extra- t errestrial 
paradox, t hen the UFO could be an ul t ra- te rre s t rial phenomenon ; somet hi ng 
t hat is with us al l t he t ime but which usual l y  exi st s  outsi de our field 
of vision , leaping int o  our space/ t ime frame t o  puzzle us. 

In t he hist ory of human reasoning t here have been many at t empt s  t o  
define t he limit s of possible knowledge ,  but n o  int eresting at t emp t s  
t o  conceive what t he extent o f  t hese l imit s  would mean and where it 
would necessaril y lead. By necessit y science is based on experiment 
and obser vation. · It canno t have dogmas. It creates i t s own t aboos and 
these t aboos compel scient ist s t o  shut t heir eyes and ears t o  a whole 
series of inexpl icable and unintel l ig ibl e phenomenon . 

C. F l anunarion , in his book UNKNOWN FORCES OF NATURE said : "Mat t er i s  
not al l what i t  appears t o  our senses , t o  t ouch or vision. It repres­
ents one sing le whole wit h energ y and is t he manifest ation of t he 
mot ion of invisible and imponderable el ement s. " 

****** 

UF Os have beleagured man since t he B eginning ; t hey 
have come bearing g ifts t o  few , anguish t o  several , 
and puzzleme nt t o  many- undoubted l y  t hey wil l  conti­
nue to appear t o  provoke our t ho ughts. We do not know 
what they are or fr om where t hey come. It may be t hat 
t hey ar e ext r a- t errestrial cr aft wit h t he " inconcei v­
ab le" abilit y t o  tr aver se vast dist ances in very shor t 
per iods of time ; perhap s for t hem time does not real l y  
exist . It may be t hat t hey are ul tra- dime ns io nal wit h  
t he capabilit y of eni g mat icall y travelli ng t hr ough 
many differing sp ace/ time fr ames ; from one .dime nsional 
plane t o  anot her . It may be t hat t hey are ul tra­
terrest rial ; existing beyond our field of visi on , but 
slipping int o our field of vision fr om anot her yet un­
discovered area of t he spectrum. 

UF Os - eve n if t hey are al l of t hese t hing s ,  and it is not imposs­
ible t hat this coul d b e  t he case - are an enigma. One t hing is clear 
t hey exist . . . . .  SOMEWHERE ! 
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WORL D N EW S  
ufo reports fro m o verseas 

A U S T R A L I A · 

UFO MYS TE RY : NOMAD IN HUNT 

So s ai d  th e le ade r  in P e rth ' s  D ai ly News on O c t ob e r  23 l as t  ye ar. 
Th e cas e they we re re fe rring to was the mys t ery dis app ear ance o f  
Fre dri ch Va len t i ch , a 20 ye ar o l d  p i lo t  ins t ruc tor i n  th e Bas s S t r. 
be tween Aus t ra l i a and Tasmani a .  Th e Dai ly News rep o r t  goes on t o  
s ay th at Va len t i ch con t a c t e d  h i s  Ai r Contro l a f t e r  s e e ing a l ong 
shape h ove ring ove r h i s  s ing l e - engine d Ce s s na 1 82 .  Th e ob j e c t  was 
green in co lour , l o ok e d  me t a l l i c  and appe are d to be equipp e d  wi th a 
b r i gh t  l i gh t. The c onve rs a t ion wh i ch t ook p l ace be tween Valent i ch 
and h i s Con t ro l a l l e ge d ly t o ok s ix mi nute s , a l th ough accord ing t o  
s ome rep o r t s  t ook longe r ... as. l ong a s  th i rty mi nute s . An o f fi c i a l  
s p ok e s man s t ated t h a t  h i gh l i gh ts on ly o f  th e c onvers a t i on h ad been 
re l e as e d  t o  th e P re s s  and th a t  wh i ch was t aken up by the P e r th 
Dai ly News f o l l ows ... 

FS U ( F l i gh t  S e rvi ce Uni t ) : No known t ra f f i c. ( Th i s  a f te r  p i l o t  h ad 
aske d i f  o th e r  a i r c raf t in th e vi cini ty ) 

P ILOT : Se ems to be a large ai r c r a f t  be l ow 5000 fee t. 

FS U :  Wh a t type o f  a i r c r a f t? 

PILOT : I c an ' t  con fi rm. 
l anding l i gh t s . 
1000 fe e t . 

I t  h as four b r i gh t  l i gh t s ; appear t o  be 
Ai r cr af t  h as j us t  pas s e d  ab ove me ar ound 

FS U :  I s  large ai r c r a f t  c on f i rme d? 

P ILOT : Affirmat ive . At th e s peed o f  trave l ling , are th e re any 
RAAF a i r c r a f t  in th e vi c ini ty? 

F SU : Ne g a t ive .  

P ILOT : Me lb ourne , i t ' s  app roa ch i ng m e  from due e as t. P l aying s ome 
s ort o f  a game. F l ying at s p eed I c anno t  es t ima te. 

FSU : Wh a t  1 s  y our a l t i tude? 

P ILOT : 4500 fe e t .  

F S U : Can y ou con fi rm y ou c anno t identi fy a i r cr a f t ?  
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PILOT: Affirmative. It ' s  not an aircraft, it ' s  . . . . . (at this point 
there was a break in the transmission) 

FSU: Can you describe aircraft? 

PILOT: It is flying past. It is a long shape. Cannot identify more 
than that. Coming for me right now . . . . Now it appears to be 
stationary. Now it ' s  orbiting on top of me • . • . .  now it has 
disappeared! 

FSU: Confirm that it has vanished. 

PILOT: Affirmative. Do you know what sort of aircraft I ' ve got? 

FSU: No military traffic in area. 

PILOT: Engine is rough-idling and coughing. 

FSU: What is your intention? 

PILOT: Proceeding to King Island. Unknown craft is now bearing down 
on top of me. 

FSU acknowledged that message, then there was a long, metallic 
click and contact with Valentich was lost. 

Another report in the same paper stated that the Federal Dept. of 
Transport was withholding parts of the tape recording but a source in­
formed reporters that there had been no break in transmission and that 
Valentich had gone on to describe the UFO in detail. It was understood 
that there was no indication of panic or alarm in Valentich ' s  voice 
during the transmission. 

P O R T U G A L :  

Dozens of Portuguese bombarded the national radio station in Lisbon 
with reports of seeing a large unidentified flying obj ect hovering over 
the city. According to the reports, the craft was large, round and 
festooned with red and white lights. The craft flew between 500 and 800 
feet above the ground. 

I TA L Y ·  

Reports of UFOs as bright as the sun caught Rome ' s  overworked police 
force unawares. The reports, many coming from two specific neighbour­
hoods in Rome, were taken in hand by the Italian Government Network who 
later explained the UFOs as pieces of the US satellite PEGASUS burning 
out as it re-entered the earth ' s  atmosphere. NASA officials discounted 
the Pegasus theory claiming that it was still in orbit at the time of 
the Rome sightings. The Ital1an Government have yet to come up with .a  
more plausible explanation. 
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I SRA E L : 

Hundreds of Israelis reported sightings of UFOs over the Holy Land 
recently. The reports, coming from several areas included desc­
riptions of glowing red globes over the town of Haifa, to glitter­
ing red, blue and white lights in the noon sky over Jerusalem. A 
military spokesman for the Israeli air force stated that nothing 
had shown on their radar and refused to comment further. The 
police authorities also remained tight-lipped about the sightings; 
their only comment being that UFOs were outside their jurisdiction. 

However, one lone policeman was reported to have driven up to the 
Mount of Olives to obtain a better view of the phenomenon and his 
report corresponded to those received from the numerous excited 
callers. He said that he saw three obj ects, each the size of street 
lamps and shining red, blue and purple - "like a sparkling diamond 
in the sun." He was also reported to have said that the obj ects 
moved up and down like the monitor blip on a electrocardiograph 
machine. 

U SA : 

Under the US Freedom of Information Act no organisation has, or is 
ever likely to be taken to the courts more than the Central Intelli­
gence Agency; that awesome spectre which seems to be at the fore­
front many clandestine manoeuvres both at home in the US and abroad. 
Undoubtedly the CIA will be embarrassed by many 'pressure groups' but 
none more determined than North America's Ufologists; in particular 
the Pheonix-based "GROUND SAUCER WATCH" who recently obtained a court 
order grantin

.
g them access to 1000 pages of CIA documents on UFOs 

since 1949. 
A startling revelation resulted when the documents were examined by 

GSW experts: they came across a sworn affidavit made by two now retired 
US air force colonels which stated that they had seen the bodies of 
extra-terrestrial beings; taken from the wreckage of two crashed UFOs. 

Ground Saucer Watch, delighted with this sudden "turn up for the 
books" , quoted the two US colonels as stating that the beings were 1. 2 
metres (about 4') in height, had silvery skin and wore metallic suits 
which had been literally welded to their bodies in the inferno after 
the crashes. 

The Pheonix-based UFO organisation is not yet finished with the CIA 
and its secret files. They intend to pursue the entire matter until 
the bitter end; delving deeper into the CIA's documents. Determined 
to find dozens of artifacts stored in the CIA vaults which they say will 
constitute material proof of the evidence of UFOs. 

N EW Z E A LA ND : 

UFO SIGHTING DRAMA 

AUCKLAND ... The Royal New Zealand Air Force ordered an alert yesterday 
after a television news team filmed what it said was an unidentified 
flying object. Aviation authorities reported the UFO apparently was 
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tracked by radar as well. The air force put a Skyhawk jet fighter on 
special standby alert to chase any newly- sighted UFOs . (Edmonton S un  
Tuesday January 2, 1979 ) 

So said the Canadian paper, well voiced on the topic of UFO�, report­
ing on the Auckland sightings . 

But here at home, that monument of credibility the BBC had us all 
jerking upright in our seats when their newscaster calmly announced a 
film showing UFOs over New Zealand. And what was the story? 

Two television cameramen had hopped onto a chartered Argosy plane 
to rendezvous with a UFO reported by the pilot of a commercial air­
liner. The Captain of the aircraft had reported seeing a brilliant 
white light moving at tremendous speed . 

The two cameramen eventually sighted the strange visitor to New Zea­
land's skies and began to record the scene . At one point the pilot of 
their aircraft was informed by Ground Control that there were "unknowns" 
i n  the vicinity of his plane and he saw several objects approaching 
from the rear. The cameramen reported seeing more than fifty UFOs in 
the 5� hours they were on board their aircraft. 

The film, when it. was released to press agencies around the world, 
showed the UFOs as slightly flattened spheres and jerking erratically 
in the viewfinder. Radar reports also confirmed that several 
unknowns were converging on the Argosy from distances of up to 30 
miles. 

An air force Orion maratime plane was scrambled to investigate the 
phenomenon - its crew did not report any sightings. 

Numerous explanations were given for the cause of the UFOs; some 
sources stating that the sightings were reflections of arc-lamps used 
by Japanese squid fishermen - they were 106 miles from the area. 
Other sources stated the UFOs were mirages but did not go on to explain 
why the delusions were picked up on the aircraft and ground radar . 

************************ 

U FO INVEST I G AT I O N  

We have dozens of sighting reports still awaiting investigation on our 
files. They have had to be set aside because of our limited investi­
gating resources. Although we do not ask for any special qualificat­
ions from our members other than an interest in the subject of UFOs, 
we do however ask for certain qualities from our investigators who must 

be officially registered with us and the UK UFO Investigation Network. 
As an Investigator one must have patience, diplomacy and common- sense . 

In the reporting of UFOs, correlation is all too important and conseq­
uently research and detective�work is a necessity through the various 
sources we have at our disposal. Our reports are circulated all over 
the world and therefore we endeavour to remain known as a credible 
scientific research group. 

If you think you ' ve got patience, ·diplomacy ·and common-sense and you 

are interested in UFOs or related subjects, then we would like to hear 
from you. Contact John Hind who is IUFORC ' s  investigation co- ordinator. 
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spa�e 
wa1�h 

by MI LE S  JOHNSTON 

With UFOs the s ize o f  7 4 7 s  b eing ph o t og r aphe d in p l ace s as f ar away 
as the Midd le Eas t and New Ze a l an d , h e re is an upd a t e  on the l a te s t in 
s p a ce with an in dep th l ook a t  the S p a ce Sh u t t le. I h ave de cide d to 
le ave a de t ai le d  a c coun t  of the Ven us p robe un til a l a te r  is s ue ; h op e ­
fu l ly b y  the n  NASA wi l l  h ave re le as e d  s ome in t e re s ting d a t a  an d ph o to­
graph s .  

VIKING : 

The re is n ow a cons ens us o f  op 1 n 1 on th a t  a t  le as t one o f  the Viking 
bio logy e xpe rime n t s  in di c a t e s  the re is p rimi tive bio l ogi c a l  li fe on 
Mars . Howeve r ,  this is by no me ans ab s o lute. I out line d th e s e  e xp e ri­
men ts in a p re vious maj or ar ti c le on Viking. The e xpe rime n t  in q ue s tion 
is the l abe l le d  re l e as e  e xp e rime n t. 
This e xp e rime n t  when p e r fo rme d h e re on e ar th yie l de d  the s ame re s u l ts ; 
it is this f a c t o r  whi ch p re ven t s  a fu l l  wash out o f  the e xp e rimen t s .  

A fu l l  rep o r t  o f  th e Viking mis s ion was p ub lish e d  a t  the e n d  o f  1 9 7 7 , 
in the j ourn a l  GEOPHYS I CAL RES EARCH , Vo l 82 /2 8 :  "The re is n o  unambiguous 
dis c ove ry o f  li fe by the Viking l an de rs. A t  le as t one re s u l t  .. . cou l d  
s ti l l  be consis ten t wi th a bio logi c a l  in te rpre t a tion . "  

A f te r 2 6  te s ts con duc te d on a l l  the s e  e xpe rimen t s , H P  K lein o f  Ame s 
Re s e ar ch Cen t re give s a p os i tive t o  the t e s ts .  Th a t  is t o  s ay :  "On the 
b as is of a l l  the e xp e rimen ts pe r forme d to d a te , the lab e l le d  re l e as e  
e xpe rimen t ,  un like the o th e r  bio logi c a l  e xp e rime n ts yie l de d  da t a  whi ch 
me t the c rite ria o rigin a l ly deve lope d for a p o s itive. On this b as is 
a l one the c on c lus ion wou l d  h ave t o  be drawn th a t  me t ab o lis ing organisms 
we re inde e d  p re s en t  in a l l  s amp les t e s te d'.' 

B u t  wh a t  ab out th e oxidising e lemen t s ?  
" c le ar ly w e  mus t b e  wary o f  this in the f a c e  o f  in forma tion indi ca t ­

ing th a t  a l l  the s amp l e s  te s te d  yie l de d  oxy gen in the g as e xch an ge e x­
pe rime n t s  up on the in t roduc tion o f  wate r. The evide nce for s t r on g ly 
oxidis ing chemic a ls in the s e  s amp l e s  is q ui t e  convin cing." 

Howeve r ,  Levin and S t r a a t  are s ti l l  main t aining th a t  n o  chemi c a l  
te s te d  was ab le t o  rep ro duce the s ame re s u l t  a s  in the Mars te s t s .  S o , 
the b e s t s o lution wou l d be t o  go b a ck and t ry ag ain . 

The re is p re s en t ly a r agin g  deb ate as t o  wh a t  e xp e rime n t s  s h o u l d  b e  
in c luded o n  the twin l ande r / rove r mis s ion in 1 9 84. S ag an c laims : " the 
pos s ib i l i ty o f  life on Mar s , de te c t ab le by bio l ogy ins trume n t s , is 
as t onishing ly ve ry much open . . . t o  re t urn to Mars wi th out a c tive bio logy 
ins t rume n t a tion wou ld be she e r  madnes s ." Unus ua l ly p ro lifi c  l anguage 
for S agan !mus t s ay ;  my opinion p re cis e ly. Th us doub t le s s  we sh a l l  
kn ow for ce r t ain in 1 9 84 .  
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VOYAGER 

Voyage r  1 wi l l  pas s J up i t e r  as on ly 49 J ov i an r a d i i  on Mar ch 5 , 1 9 7 9 . 
Thus deep in J up i te r ' s  r a d i a t i on f i e lds , we c an exp e c t  good da t a  and 
imagery of the four Ga l i l e an moons c i r c l ing th e p lane t . 

It wi l l  arrive a t  S a t urn on Novemb e r  1 2 , 1 9 80 ; pas s ing the moon T i tan 
wi thin 4 , 000 k i lome t r e s ; ob t a ining imagery o f  th i s  moon wh i ch h a s  an 
a tmos ph ere and wh i ch sh o u l d  be extreme ly i n t e re s t i ng . D a t a  wi l l  be 
ob tained on th re e o th e r  moons , and wi th o c cu l t a t i on of S a t urn ' s  r i ngs , 
we c an expe c t  s ome s t imul a t ing da t a . A f t e r  th i s , Voyager 1 wi l l  j o in 
P ioneer F /G i n  the ob l iv i on o f  e x t ra - s o la r  s p a c e . 

PIONEER ON VENUS 

I sh a l l  on ly b r ie f ly out l ine th i s  mi s s i on p r e se n t ly i n  p rogre s s  b o th 
on and around Venus.. A lready Rus s ian radar h as indi ca t e d  a s ur face 
re l i e f of only 5 km ; wi th Ear th 30 km and Mars 20 km. B u t  wh a t  e l s e  
c an b e  exp e c t e d  wi th c ons i de r ab l e s ur fa c e  mou l d i ng ; lava f lows ; bas ins ; 
c anyons ; p l a te ux and c i r cu l a r  f e a t ur e s  l ike cra t e r s .  Thi s  Amer i can 
e f fo r t  is main ly an a tmos ph er i c  mi s s i on des p i t e  the l anding prob e s  
wh i ch h ave b e e n  r e fe rred t o  in the news . H oweve r , the s e  wer e  no t 
bui l t  t o  s urvive a l an ding , eve n  one di d for an h our . 

As th e f i rs t o rb i t e r  on ly reach e d  th e p l ane t i n  e a r ly De cemb e r , the re 
is s t i l l  a gre a t  de a l  o f  da t a  to c ome for ana lys i s . 

SPACE SH UTTLE 

WHAT IS SHUTTLE? 

Th e S p ace Sh ut t le i s  a NASA/US AF re-us ab le s p ace /o rb i t  t rans p or t a t­
ion s ys t em . Five S p a ce Sh u t t le s  w i l l  be deve l ope d .  Th ey w i l l  b e  us e d  

b y  NASA and the Ai r F o r ce ove r the ne x t  t e n  ye ars t o  fe rry veh i c le s , ie ,  
the Europe an S p a ce Agency ' s  S p ace l ab o r a t o ry and the s p a ce te l e s cope 
in t o  o rb i t .  I t  wi l l  b e  us e d  to l aunch l arge r , more comp lex s at e l l i te s  
i n t o  h i ghe r  orbi ts , us ing addi t i on a l b oos t e rs on the s at e l l i t e s .  I t  
wi l l  b e  us e d  t o  cons t r u c t  large s pa ce s t a t i ons . 

PRE - S PACE TES TS 

Sh ut t le Orb i t e r  1 0 1  o r  the US S En t e rp r i s e  b e g an i ts f l i gh t  t e s t s  in 
De cemb e r  1 9 7 7 .  Thi s p ar t i c u l a r  a rb i te r  w i l l  not f ly un t i l 1 9 80 , or 1 9 8 1  
a s  i t  was no t de s i gne d f o r  s p a ce f li gh t. One p r imary re as on b e ing i t  
h as no main b oos t engine s ; the s e  h avi ng on ly b een pe r fe c te d re cen t ly 
b eh in d  s ch e du le . The s e c ond unmanne d Sh u t t le , Orb i te r 102 wi l l  b e  
l aun che d ne ar ly s i x  month s l a te ; in Augus t o r  S e p t embe r  1 9 7 9 , f rom th e 
Kenne dy S pace Ce n t re a t  C ape C an ave r a l . The Ai r Force Sh u t t le s  wi l l  
b e  l aun ch e d  from Edwards Ai r Force B as e  i n  C a l i f o rn i a .  Ori g i n a l ly i t  
was i n t ende d t o  h o l d s i x t e s ts . Howeve r , the f ir s t f ive p r ove d s o  
s ucces s fu l  th e f i n a l  t e s t was s c r a t ch e d. 

B u t  wh a t  e xa c t ly we re the te s ts ?  
F i rs t ly ,  the 7 4 7  us e d  t o  d r op t e s t the arb i te r  h a d  t o  b e  te s te d  f o r  

t ake o f f  s t ab i l i ty a n d  c ap ab i l i ty. Th i s  i nvo lve d  runni ng th e p i g gy-
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b ack p ai r t o  t ak e - o f f  s pe e d  and r o t a t e . I t  was a g r e a t  re l i e f t o  s e e  
th e cumbe rs ome p ai r , w i th th e Lan c as t e r- typ e  t a i l fi n s  on the s pe ci a l ly 
s t reng th e ne d  74 7 ,  a c t ua l ly t ak i n g  o f f . 

As c an be s e en f rom th e F l i gh t  P l an ,  the Orb i t e r , on ce th r ough re -
en t ry i s  on i t s own . 

Th e f i r s t tes t s  we re pe r f o rme d wi th a p ro t e c t i ve s h r oud ove r  th e th ree 
main ( mock ) e n g i ne s ; th i s  t o  g i ve Fred H ai s e  an d h i s  c rew a ch an ce f i rs t 
t ime . Th e s h r oud w as us e d  t o  re duce drag caus e d  by th e engine s . 

Pe rh aps th e mos t c r i t i c a l  p ar t  o f  th e s e  f l i gh t  te s ts w as th e a p p r o a ch 
an d l anding te s t  s e p a r a t i on ; 46 s e con ds i n t o  the s ep ar a t i on , th e o rb i t e r  
h as 3 s e conds t o  c l e ar the a re a ,  o the rwi s e  a r e a l  di s as t e r  c o u l d  o c cu r -
1 2 0 ' in th re e s e con ds ! 

THE SH UTTLE CREWS 

F re d  H a i s e  ( 42 ) : b a ck - up for Ap o l l o 8 an d 1 1  an d l un a r  mo du le p i l o t  
f o r  Apo l l o 1 3 . A l s o b a ck - up f o r  Ap o l l o 1 6 . C omman de r  fi rs t crew . 

F u l le r t on ( 39 ) : s uppo r t  c r ew f o r Ap o l l o 1 4  an d 1 7 . Li e u tenan t ­
Co lone l US AF . 
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Eng l e  ( 4 3 ) : as t ronaut s up p o r t  crew for Ap o l lo 10 and 1 4 . C ommander 
s e cond crew . Co lone l USAF .  

Tru ly ( 3 8 ) : s e le c te d  for the USAF Manne d  Orbi tary Lab o ra t o ry  Prog­
ram , S e p temb e r 1 96 9. A ls o s uppo r t  crew for A . S . T . P . ( Ap o l lo / S oyuz )  
and a l l  Sky lab. Comman de r US Marines . 

SKYLAB 

One o f  th e firs t mis s ions f o r  Shu t t le was to b oos t the fa l lin g  Sky­
lab � e i th e r  in t o  a s a fe b urn- up , or in t o  a much high e r  o rbi t . H oweve r , 
con tinuous de lays and t e chni ca l prob lems wi th the b rand new S h u t t le 
arbite r engine s ; c ombine d wi th pas t unus ua l  s o lar ac tivity , has mean t 
tha t  Sky lab wi l l  en te r the Ear th ' s  a tmos phe re and b urn-up un c on t ro l le d  
s ome time this ye ar ; mos t ce r tain ly in 1 9 80. S o  keep an eye o u t ; b e l ow 
50 ° la titude nor th or 50 ° la titude s ou th . . . 89 t on s  c oming your way 
s oon ! 

EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY SPACELAB 

Two h un dre d and twe n ty- two s cien tis t s  have b e en s e l e c te d  to partici­
pate in the firs t S pace lab mis s ion in 1 9 80 .  The y rep re s en t  the USA an d 
four teen o th e r  coun t rie s , in c l uding the Unite d Kingdom and Canada . 

The Space lab c oncep t :  

T o  me e t  th e ve ry b road range o f  mis s ion ob j e c tive s , the lab c on s is t s  
o f  eith e r  one , t w o  o r  ze ro p re s s uris e d  c ompa r tmen t s  with unp re s s urise d  
equipme n t  moun ting p la t forms ( pa l le t s ) .  Moreove r , the S pace lab s ys tem 
in c lude s s uppor tin g  s ub - s ys tems , mis s i on de pendan t s uppo r t  e q ui p�e nt , 
groun d s upport e q uipmen t  an d Shu t t le in te r face e q uipme nt . 

ATMOSPHERIC & SPACE PHYSICS PAYLOAD I N  SPACELAB 

CONTROLS, D I SPLAYS 
DATA PROCESSI NG 

INSTRUMENT 
POINT ING 
SYSTEM 

TRANSM ITIER/COUPLER SYSTEM 
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THE FIRS T SPACELAB FLIGHT 

Sp ace l ab 1 is to be de live re d to NASAby Ap ri l ,  1 9 7 9  and wi l l  b e  
laun che d s ome time in th e l a te 1 9 80 s .  The p rime mis s ion ob j e c tive s 
for the firs t f ligh t  wi l l  b e : 

1. Ve ri fi ca tion o f  th e S p a ce l ab de s ign as p e c ts and c ap ab i li tie s .  

2 .  S uc ce s s fu l  a c c omp lishment o f  s igni ficen t s cien ti fic app lica tions 
an d te chno logy ob j e c tive s .  

S p a c e lab wi l l  b e  l aun che d from the Eas te rn Tes t Range ; Cape Canav­
e r a l  an d wi l l  remain in the cargo b ay of the S h u t t le for the dura tion 
o f  the mis s ion. In l a t e r  mis s ions th e c omp le te l ab wi l l  be le f t  in 
s p ace for pe riods o f  s e ve ra l d ays or we eks . 

The two p ay load s pe cia lis ts wi l l  work comp lemen t a ry s hi f t  s o  th a t  
s cien tific e xpe rimen t a tion c an c on tinue 2 4  h ours a day. 

The c r a f t  wi l l  orbit a t  an a l ti t ude o f  2 5 0  ki l ome te rs ; an inc lin a tion 
of 57 ° in a f ligh t las tin g  one we ek. 

Amon g the e xpe rimen t a tion cove re d  by the mis s ion wi l l  be th ose inv­
o lving : Atmos phe ri c ph ys ics , P l asma phys ics , S o l ar phys i cs , As t ron omy 
and Li fe S cien ce s .  The a c tua l numb e r  o f  e xpe rime n t s  is q uite large . 

SPACE TELESCOPE 

This maj or s te p  forward in s cien ce ' s  e f f o r t  t o  un de rs t and wh a t  g oe s  
on in our univers e h as fin a l ly re a che d the des ign s t age. This i a  a f te r  
ye ars o f  unce r t ain ty as t o  whe th e r  i t  s h ou l d  b e  ' Go '  a t  a l l. This s pace 
te les c ope , t o  orb i te d by Sh u t t le in 1 9 8 3 , wi l l  o rb i t  e ar th a t  a nomina l  
a l tit ude o f  5 0 0  k m  ( 3 1 1  mi le s ) .  

Being outs ide the Ear th ' s  a tmos ph e re wi l l  in creas e  th e ob s e rv a t ory ' s 
ability 50 time s t o  s e e  f ain te r  ob j e c ts and s e ven time s more remo te 
ob j e c t s ; th e angular re s o lu tion s ome ten time s g re ate r. Ce r t ain ly we 
a l l  h ope it s gyros work , as wi th Sky l ab their failure to work p rope r ly 
ne arly j e op ardis e d  th e q ua lity of deep s p ace ob s e rva tions from th e 
s t a tion. 

A FINAL NOTE .... the op timis tic future for Sh u t t le h as been s omewh a t  
dimme d , with an in f luen tia l US Commit tee now q ues tioning the v a lidity 
o f  p r o ce s sing s ome ma te ria ls in s p ace an d cons e q ue n t ly th e us e fu ln e s s  
of the vehic le i t s e l f. 

This may we l l  p o s e  a s e rious thre a t  to th e fQture deve lopme n t s  o f  the 
Sh ut t le an d inde e d  th e p r op os e d  orbit a l  p owe r s t a tions . 

Le t the fut ure un fo ld i t s  s e cre ts as on ly i t  c an te l l  wh a t  wi l l  
h appen ! 

I fee l th a t  the A i r  F o r ce h as not been giving out a l l  th e 
ava i lab le in forma tion on th e Uniden tifie d F lying Ob j e c t s .  
Y ou cannot dis re gar d  s o  many unimp e a ch ab le s our ces . 

Joh n W McCorma ck ,  Spe aker o f  the Hous e o f  
Re pre s e nta tive s o f  th e Unit e d  S t a t e s .  

TRUE - J anuary , 19 65 .  
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SPECT RU M  REPORT by OWEN HcQUAIL 

News from the Dublin based UFO research organisation 

UFO activity which had been for the latter part of 1 9 7 8 at a m1n1-
mum, sighting-wise, has in the South taken a spectacular leap as it 
has elsewhere in the world in the current 'flap ' .  With communicat­
ions and transport strikes of one kind or another, investigations 
have not been keeping pace - the weather being another inhibiting 
factor, of course. Allen Lawler, Peter O ' Duyer, Tom Higgins, Brend·an 
Medlar all have cases under review. 

The organisation has had a reasonable amount of publicity in recent 
months. On one local Radio station three members and an SF writer 
answered questions on a phone- in programme .  Then on Capital Radio, 
John Hind and Owen McQuail had a marathon 2� hour phone-in UFO prog­
ramme. Two weeks later Mrs Anne Matthews and Owen McQuail once 
again had the same amount of air time in a phone-in on the subj ect of 
psychic phenomena . The interest aroused. has prompted

.
some of our 

members to organise the Psychic Research branch of Spectrum and the 
inaugural meeting will be held in the Mont Clare Hotel on Monday, l2th 
February at 7 . 30 pm . This meeting will not be open to the public . 

We had to decline the offer of a TV show as no member could converse 
as we say "through the medium". A couple of newspaper articles which 
the Irish Press group of newspapers produced resulted in quite liter­
ally scores of letters arriving with reports of sightings, requests for 
membership, information, etc. 

At a meeting held under the worst possible conditions weather- wise , 
combined with transport strikes, we had an attendance of approximately 
80 people . The meeting was of a general discussion- type and on a show 
of hands in an answer to a direct question from chairman to the audi­
ence, over 7 5 %  said they believed UFOs were quite particular ly from 
"outer space" ( the quotes are mine - as the term has always puzzled me 
for its sheer inanity) . The audience did not wish to specify or diff­
erentiate between the Solar System or elsewhere but taking the age 
group - youngest 9 years old and the oldest about 70 - and people from 
all walks of life, there is no doubt that this vote should at least 
seem to be indicative of people ' s  desire to actually believe in 
visitors from space - as distinct from what our old friend John Kee l  
calls ultra-terrestrials . 

We look forward to closer co-operation with our Northern colleagues 
to further the aims and pursuance of Ufology in Ireland. 

RESEARCH DATA 

We are always interested in obtain ing data on st range o c currences , 
sightings , incidents and experiences related to all forms o f  aerial 
phenomena whether psy chi c ,  ale ct romagnet i c  or otherwise . Any informat ion 
you would care to provide : old press c lippings , writ ings , lett ers , et c 
would be carefully examined . and either copied i f  you requested the data to 
be returned , or retained in our Research Library . All response would 
be gratefully acknowledged . Write to us at the IUFON Editorial address . 
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CJJOOK 'REVIEW 
. - -

A N D T H E 
CONTACT AND COMMUN ICATION 

WITH ANOTHE R INTELLIGENCE 

by DUNCAN LUNAN 

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Th i s  is a warn i ng : 

O r i gin al ly : S ouve ni r  P res s 1 9 74 
N ow in p /b :  Corgi 1 9 7 8 ;  £ 1 . 2 5  

WE S HOULD BE GIN T O  PREPARE OURSELVE S  N OW FOR 
CONTACT W ITH CIVILIZATIONS FROM ANOTHER GALAXY 

S o  i t  s t a t e s  q ui te drama t i ca l ly on th e rear cove r  o f  Dun can Lunan ' s  
MAN AND THE S TARS . The fron t  cove r , wh i ch c e r t ain ly a t t ra c ts one t o  
th e b ook a lmos t imme d i a t e ly , i s  e qua l ly s pe c t ac u l ar an d wou ld comp a re 
favourab ly agains t the c ove r o f  any r e cen t ly re-p ub l i s h e d  E E ' Do e ' 
Smi th s cien ce- fi c t i on nove l .  

H owe ve r , j us t  wh a t  i s  Lun an t ry ing t o  te l l  us in h i s  400 - p age e x t r a­
vaganza . I t  i s , as y o u  mi gh t gue s s  from th ose p ro found words on th e 
re a r  cove r , ab out c ommun i c a t i on wi th ( dare I s ay i t ! )  e xt r a - te r re s t ri a l  
in te l l i gence . 

The s ource o f  Lunan ' s  i ns p i r a t i on was a s e ri e s  o f  di s cus s i ons among 
membe rs o f  ASTRA ( As s oci a t i on in S co t l an d  for Te chn o logy and Re s e ar ch 
in As t ron aut i cs ) .  Lunan was P res i de n t  o f  AS TRA at the time an d ch ai re d  
the t a lks . The b ook i s  b as i ca l ly a two- p ar t  n a r r a t i ve ; th e f i r s t p ar t  
on th e ini t i a l  ph as e o·f In te r-s te l l ar Co l on i z a t i on out t o  1 2  l i gh t  
ye ars and b as e d  on the AS TRA di s cus s i ons ; the s e cond p a r t  on c on t a c t  
wi th O th e r  In te l l i gen ce wh i ch was wri t ten " in the l i gh t  o f  new and 
drama t i c in forma t i on" . 

S urp r i s ing ly , in PART ONE , in wh i ch he as ks s eve r a l  pe r t i n tent q ue s t ­
ions l i ke ; Wi l l  th ere b e  s ui t ab le p l ane t s , \vi l l  th ere b e  s ui t ab le s h ip s ; 
\fu a t  form wi l l  li fe t ake ; Is the j ourney re a l ly nec e s s ary ; ( Q ue s t i ons 
wh i ch are t o t a l ly hypo the t i c a l  as they s imp ly c anno t  be ans we re d ;  no 
ma t t e r  h ow long or good a book may be ) ,  Lunan c are f u l ly avo i ds the us e 
o f  s upe r l a t i ve s c ient i f i c  j a rgon an d un l ike o th e rs , ab s o lute ly re fus e s  
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to be c ome ens nar l e d  i n  th e Re l a t ivi ty ne t .  In f a c t , i gnoring s p ace / 
time con t inuums s uc ce s s fu l ly one wou l d  no t b e  fau l t e d  f o r  th i nking that 
Lunan had neve r h eard of Eins t e i n . Lunan n a t ur a l ly ans we r s  the q ue s t-
1 ons h ims e l f  q uo t ing B us s ar d , Wh ee le r , Do le andUn c le Tom Cobb ley and 
a l l . Nee d l e s s t o  s ay Arthur C C l arke , S F  ve t e r an and p roph e t  h as a ls o  
been b lame d. 

In h i s  ch ap te r on e xpe c t e d  l i fe forms , Lunan wri t e s  in de t a i l ,  j ump­
ing on t o  th e RNA/DNA me rry-go - round wi th t remendous ze a l  and e xp ounding 
the o r i e s  on l i fe of a lmos t eve ry des c rip tion ; from h umanoi ds with gre a t  
b arre l- l ike ch e s t s  t o  i ns e c t  forms more i n t e l l i ge n t  th an th e ave rage 
run-o f- th e - mi l l  s o l d i e r  s aub a ant . He even spe c u l a t ive ly s ugges t s  th e 
f e as ib i l i ty o f  l i fe forms s imi lar t o  the eve r fr i end ly do lph i n . 

As far as j us t i fy i ng th e eve n t  ( o f mak i ng s uch a j ourney i n  the p rop­
os e d  p u l s e  r o cke t s , fus i on and ph o t on s t arsh i p s  and s te l l ar r am - j e ts ) ,  
Lunan equates i t  wi th th e e xp l o r e rs o f  ye s te rye ar : Co l umb as ; Mage l lan ; 
Cab o t ,  e t c . He e nvi s ages the eve n t  n o t  on ly b e caus e  o f  man ' s  e t erna l  
des ire t o  " e xp lo re new wor l ds wh e re n o  man h as gone b e fore " ( my words 
and no t Lunan ' s )  but b e c aus e of man ' s  n ee d t o  s urvive as a s p e cie s . 
Af te r  a l l , wh o are we t o  s ay th ere wi l l  n o t  b e  an Armage ddon on th i s  
wor l d  due t o  man ' s  i nh uman i ty t o  man . H oweve r , con s ipe r ing the p r a c t­
i ca l i t i es i nvo lve d in . a mi s s i on o f  this natur e , the concep t o f  one 
gi an t  s p ace - s h ip o f  s ome kind i s  q ui t e  i ns ane . 

In th e fina l s e c t i on o f  P ART ONE Lunan t e l ls us th a t  by the e n d  o f  
the twen ty- fi rs t century , the re wi l l  b e  veh i c le s  c ap ab le o f  wh i sking 
up to one th ous and p e op l e o f f  to th e s e  n ew wor l ds .  B e f ore tha t , th e 
" e xp l ore rs " wi l l  h ave p as s e d  th e poin t o f  ' no re t urn ' .  The s e  f i r s t 
p i oneers , numbe ring a h un dre d or s o , wi l l  b e  m ade up o f  spe cia l ly 
s e le c te d  peop le :  agri c u l t uri s t s , envi r onmen t a l i s t s , ge o logis ts ,  e t c , 
an d o f  c ours e ,  mi li t a ry p e rs onne l t o  p ro te c t  the pionee rs . ( From 
th ems e lve s or a l i e ns ? ) 

PART TWO i s  a l s o  s ub- divi de d i n t o  two main s e c tions ; the f i r s t de a l­
i ng wi th the the o ry o f  c on tac t :  wh a t  we s h o u l d  do whe n  c on fr on te d  by 
e x t ra- te rre s tri a ls ; are th e i r  mo t ive s benevo len t or o th e rwis e . I do 
not i n tend to dwe l l  fur th e r  on th i s  p ar t i cu l ar s ub- s e c t i on of P ART 
TWO ;  no t b e c aus e i t  is me re ly th eory , b u t  b e c aus e i t  de s e rve s a vas t ly 
more de t ai l e d  an d leng thy deb ate . 

In the final s e c tion o f  PART TWO - App l i ca t i on : The News from B oo t e s ; 
D i d  any one fo l low i t  up ; Is any one h e re n ow? - we h ave a t  las t re a ch ed 
the par t o f  Lunan ' s  e xpos e wh i ch is s up p os e d  t o  make us s i t  up in our 
s e a t s . Th i s  s e c tion , whe th e r  con t rive d o r  o th e rwi s e , t e l ls us with the 
he lp o f  d i ag r ams re l a t i n g  radi o p u l s e s  t o  c ons te l l a t i on pat te rns tha t  
from 1 9 2 7 we h ave b e en re ce iving in t e rmi t t en t  s i gn a ls. from out e r  s pace : 
from a prob e  laun ch e d by an in te l ligen t s our ce in the regi on o f  Ep s i lon 
B oo te s .  

An d  n ow we arrive a t  th e s e c t i on en t i t le d  DID ANY ONE FOLLOW I T  UP? 
an d I find i t  a lmos t a con t radi c t i on o f  eve ry th ing th a t  Lunan h as s ai d  
i n  his previ ous s e c ti on s . He re h e  b omb - b las ts eve ry one f rom Von 
D an iken to Adams k i ; eve ry th ing from the the o r i e s  of Y u c a t an to th e 
h i dden my s te ri e s  o f  th e Ori en t . Q ui te frank ly I don ' t b lame h im , b u t  
i t ' s  th e way h e  does i t  wh i ch amus e s  me ! A f t e r a l l , i f  Lunan c as t i ga te s  
Von Daniken f o r  con t riving h i s  the ori e s  o f  E- t i n te rven t i on , an d cri tic­
th e e xp onen t s  o f  th e Gods an d S p a cemen , why h as he re s or te d  to s uch 

2 9 . 

-- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------� 



vague spe cu l a t i on . He h as t aken radi o p u l s e s  comi ng f rom o u t e r  s p ace 
an d in t o t a l  b e l i e f th a t  he i s  r i gh t , formu l ate d them i n t o  a s ch emati c 
drawing o f  th e j ourney o f  a s p ace p rob e from Ep s i l on B oo te s ; s en t  o f f  
1 3 , 000 ye ars ago b y  a c ivi li s a t i on on the ve rge o f  de s t ruc t i on .  He 
even goe s  as far as t o  s ugge s t remn an t s  of th a t  civi l i s a ti on mi gh t be 
fol lowing b eh in d  i t  in the i r  f as te r- th an- l i gh t  t rans p o r t e r s . 

An d why doe s the fi rs t h a l f  o f  MAN AND THE S TARS i ns i s t th a t  s te l l ar 
trave l i s  p os s ib le for us in the n o t - too- di s t an t  fut ure an d ye t g i ve s  
no cre dan ce t o  th e pos s ib i li ty th a t  o th e r  in te l l i ge n ce s  wh o cou l d  be 
h un dre ds ; inde e d  th ous ands o f  ye ars ah e ad of us , could not h ave t rav­
e l le d to E ar th in our an cien t p as t .  ( I ' m  n o t  a fan of Van Dan iken I 
wi l l  h ave you kn ow ) . 

Howe ve r ,  MAN AND THE S TARS i s  wo r th re ading i f  on ly to find out h ow 
man s h o u l d  or s h ou l d  n o t  re ach for the s t ars an d why . Lun an h as g one 
to gre a t  p ains to p rove to th e re ade r th a t  h i s  th eory i s  a c cep t ab le 
an d unq ue s ti on ab ly· Lun an h ims e l f  be l i e ve s  i t  t o  b e  r i gh t .  Th e drawings 
wh i ch a c c omp any the t e xt ne e d  t o  be s tudi e d  c are fu l ly to e s t ab l i s h  th e 
s i gna l re l a t i ons h i p s  ( they look remark ab ly like ci r cui t di agrams ! )  and 
I s ugge s t the re ade r acqui re s a magni fy ing g l as s . Then again , pe rh ap s  
my copy o f  MAN AN D  THE S TARS was a poor one . 

************************ 

B O O K S I N  B R I E F 
· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

NEW HORI ZONS : J ourna l of th e New Hori � on Re s e ar ch Foun d a t i on , P . O .  
B ox 42 7 �  S t a t i on F ,  Toron to , Canada M4Y 2 L 8  - - p ar ap s y ch o logy 
re s e ar ch i n  C anad a .  

WH I TAKE R ' S ALMANAC , l 9 79 :  - e ve ry th ing from th e p os 1 t 1 on o f  P lu t o  t o  
th e ge s t a t i on pe r i o d  o f  t he guine a p i g , wi th s ome us e fu l  i n f o ­
rma t i on t oo ! 

MODERN MY S TI CS AND S AGE S : Anne B an cro f t : P a l adi n 1 9 7 8 : - Gurdj i e f f  
t o  Cas t ane d a ' a Don J uan . 

ZET I TI C S CHOLAR : c / o  Dep t . o f  S o ci o logy , E as te rn Mi chi gan Uni ve rs i ty ,  
Yps i l an t i , MI 4 8 1 9 7 ,  US A : - a re f re s h i ng unb i as e d  s ci e n t i ci s  
re view o f  a l l  are as o f  an ama l ous ph enome na . 

UFOs : A S CIENTI FI C ENIGMA : D A S e argen t :  Sph e re 1 9 7 8 : - a s e ri ous and 
us e fu l  con t r ib u t i on to UFO li t e r a ture , th ough b ad ly mau le d by 
th e p ub l ish e r ' s  rep re s e n t a t i on 

HOT LI N E - 6 6 2 3 8 6 
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THE LORDS DEBATE ON UFO s  R eporter: John Hind 

With 1979 only 18 days old , a strong contender for the title 
" ufological non- event of the year" emerged . On the evening of the 
eighteenth of January , the House of Lords debated a motion put forward 
by the Earl of C lan carty : ' To call attention to the increasing number 
of sightings and landings on a world-wide scale of Unidentified Flying 
Objects (UFOs) , and to the need for an intra-government study of UFUs , 
and to move for papers . '  

Now , the Right Honourable the Earl of C lancarty will be better. known 
to ufo logists as Brinsley Le Poer Trench , author of no less than seven 
books on the subject of UFUs . Trench 0 s books have be en described as an 
escalation of absurdity , and each seems to contrive to present a theory 
more silly than the last . His latest book "MYSTERIOUS VISITORS" asks : 
" Are the young men and women of today ' s  permissive society an alien 
race? " From any other sixty - eight year- old member of theHouse of Lords 
one could take it that that was mean t  as a joke , but Brinsley mean s  it 
absolutely seriously o 

"A bsolutely seriously" is the way that the Upper Chamber' s  seven hun­
dred year old tradition demanded that the sixty or so Lords and Ladie s  
pre sent take Clancarty 0 s  speculation s , though a t  times i t  must have 
been quite a strain . To be fair , C lancarty was cons iderably more re­
strained than usual , but his continued overt assumptions about the 
phenomenon must have been wearisome at times to some of the more scep­
tical Lordships . o o • •  

THE DEBATE 

The Lord of Kimberly spoke next . The Earl , who derived mostof his 
material from the A etherius Society was to prove to be the main champ­
ion of the theory that there is a deliberate cover-up of the truth 
about UFOs . He managed to reduce thisposition to absurdity later in 
the debate by suggesting that the astronomer , S ir Bernard Lovell , had 
deliberately lied to Lord Hewlett on government orders . 

Some co lour was brought into the debate by Lord Davies of Leek who 
quoted his 0 old mother ' as saying: "Always remember , my boy , Solomon 
did not ask for clevern e ss , he asked for wisdom" ; and Shakespere . 
T he use of the dagger scene from Macbeth to illustrate the effect of 
a laser hologram is certainly original , but the relevance of the latter 
to the subject in hand is far from clear . Indeed , Lord Davies showed 
himself to be a master of the irrelevant connection with allusions to 
angels , the Virgin Mary , H G Wells , the Crusaders , Peter the Hermit , 
the Loch Ness Mon ster , Queen Elizabeth the First , Philip of Spain , 
Einstein , spiritualism and the synchron icity of ghosts ( ? ) . The Welsh 
aristo crat capped his contribution by calling anyone who doe sn ' t 
believe in extra- terrestrial intelligence " anthropological arrogant 
specimens" . I don ° t know what that means but I like it ! 

One of the more perceptive contributions to the discussion was made 
by the Lord Bishop of Norwich ; giving the religious po int of view a 
A£ter making it clear that the ( Anglican ) church encouraged the progress 
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of science and we lcome s  the possibility of scientific research on 
UFOs , the Bishop quoted sections of the B ible which suggest that there 
is life elsewhere in the universe . However , he saw a danger that the 
mystery surrounding UFOs is " producing a 20th century superstition in 
our modern and scientific days which is not unlike the superstition of 
past years . "  The religion of UFO belief is a kind of " ersatz spirit­
uality" , (I like that too ! ) adopting technology as God , yet react.ing 
against materialism . Unfortunately - though predictably - the Lord 
B ishop ' s  address becomes a sermon at this point extolling the super­
iority of Christian truths and lamenting the danger of these truths 
becoming obscured by the new religion of the extra-terrestrial . You 
see , in theology the difference between ° truth 0 and ' superstition ' is 
merely belief . 

Lord Hewlett set himse lf up as a spokesman for the " scientific est­
ablishment" based on a c onversation with S ir B en1ard Lovell , D ire ctor 
of Jodrell Bank. He based his argument on the fact that the Jodrell 
Bank Radio Telescope , in thirty years of operation has never dete cted 
a UFO . He repeated this argument four times . Unfortunately , none of 
their Lordships were able to point out how n on sensical this argument 
was a  Any kind of tele scope is un suitable for detecting UFOs since it 
is capable of ' looking at ' only a small portion of the sky at any on e 
time . A. radio telescope is doubly un suitable because it can only detect 
objects which emit or absorb radio wave s ,  and radio wave s which have a 
frequency to which the telescope happens to be ' tuned 0 at the time . 
One might as well proclaim the non - existance of e lectricity on the 
grounds that it has never been detected on a microscope ! Lord Hewlett 
later confirmed our impression that he knows very little about astron ­
omy by using the light-year as a unit of time . 

The Earl of C ork and Orrery suggested that the term ' ufologist ' was 
ugly - a bit like calling a student of the United Nations a ' unologist � . 
He suggested the alten1ative term ' teratologist ' derived from the Greek 
for a marvel or a wonder . I must say I couldn ' t  agree more , but I hold 
little hope of getting the name changed now . 

Lord Strabolgi clo sed the debate by commenting in his capacity of 
government spokesman . He suggested that there may have some inexplic­
able sightings , but that the government had n o  evidence that these 
represented extra-terrestrial craft . This was basically the point of 
view expre ssed by the French Defen ce Min ister , M .  Galley o The British 
Government is not involved in any kind of cover-up: " there is nothing 
to have a conspiracy of silen ce about" . But the Ministry of Defence 
does not release information primarily to protect the witness . The 
government did not see any justification in spending public money in 
an official study . 

A.t this point Viscount Barrington rose to ask the goven1ment spokes­
man whether a Black Hole is an obje ct or not . (When this was put to 
the vote , the House split on party lin e s :  the Conservatives maintain­
ing that they are objects , based on the law of Conservation of Energy 
( 1939) , Labour predictably taking the opposite view ; and the Liberals 
taking refuge in the un certainty principle . ) 

Summing up , the Earl of Clan carty quoted Sir Fred Hoyle ( on the 
' galactic telephone dire ctory ' ) and withdrew his motion for papers o 
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SOME RECOMMENDED BOOKS ON UFOs 

B e low is a s e l e c ted list of books recommended by the Irish UFO Res earch 

Centre o The firs t s e c tion contains books w ri tte n in a popular s tyle for 

a general audience and whi ch provide a good introduction to the subj e ct . 

The s e cond s e c tion is a sample of the seri ous UFO literature for tho s e  who 

like - or need - a greater depth of treatment , and the third contains back­

ground reading on sub j e c ts ass ociated w i th ufology . 

Books which w e  consider to be unre liable or over-spe culative have not 

bee n  included , but thes e  form an essential part of the UFO genre and should 

not be ignored by s erious s tudents of the subj e c t . 

Most of the s e  titles , and more complete bibliographys , are available 

for consultation only : at the Centre library . 

Sui table for the new come r  to ufology .  

UFOs : A S cientifi c Enigma : D . A . J . Se arge nt Sphere , 1978 
The Humanoids : Ed . C .B ow e n  : Futura 1974 
Close Encounte r Case s From Fly ing S aucer Review : Ed . C . B owen S igne t 1977 
The UFO Enigma : D .H . Me nze l  & E . H . Taves : Doubleday 1977 
Beyond Earth : Man ' s Contact W ith UFOs : R .  & J . B lum : Corgi 1974 
The Crack in the U niverse : J -C . B ourre t : Spearman 1 976 
UFOs Explained : P . K lass : Random House 1974 
UFO : Flying Saucers Over Britain : R . Chapman : Mayflower 1969 
For the scientis t  or more experienced ufologis t .  

UFOs : A S cientific Debate : C . Sagan & T . Page : Norton 1 974 
Ufology : J . McCampbe ll : Jamac -H o lman 

The UFO E xperience : J . A . Hynek : Corgi 1972 
The Hynek UFO Report : J . A . Hynek : Sphere 1978 
The Edge of Reali ty : J . A . Hyne k  & J . Vallee : Regnery 1976 
UFOs : The Psy chi c Solution : J . Vallee : Panther 1977 
Passport to Magonia : J . V allee : Tandem 1975 
Anatomy of a Phe nomenon : J . Vallee : Tandem 1974 
Flying Saucers : A Mode rn My th of Things Seen in the Sky 

UFOs : Operation Tro jan H orse : J . A , Keel : Abacus 1973 
The UFO Controversy in Ameri ca : D . M . J acobs : Signe t 1975 
S ome as sociated background reading. 

C .G . Jung R . K . P 1977 

I nte llegent Life in the Universe : Shklovski i & S agan Picador 1977 
Psy chi c Exploration : E . Mitche l : · Putnam 1976 
The Books of Charles Fort : C . Fort : Dover 1974 
The Psy chology of Perception : M . D . Ve rnon : Penguin 1 975 
B i gfoot : J . Napier : Abacus 1976 


