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UFO OR NOT - THE NEXT STAGE C6
" \~’.,. ~...

Speak to_~1gain. If the Russian rocket was visible from the areas in question at the 
time quoted, especially if it broke in two, the UFO could probably be ascribed to it.~.~ 
If’ not, examine the times and places of the sightings in. more detail. See if a trajectory 
can be plotted. A quick look suggests this will not be possible, but it is worth trying.

Look at previous sightings. See if they match the observations.

Some of the sightings were in the Plymouth area. It is likely that some RN ships were 
at sea in the time. Did anyone report anything?
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.’ .
~.,..) . - ....~~ ~’::’ ..... ~ all the repGrts ceceived, t~:~e was no mention of any noise 

. ’" "~ l ~ J- ~;,?j’ >.,;~.,:>~ 
being associated~ith the lights / object, in fact the reverse appears to be the case, i.e. Qmplete silence!

Whilst collating all these reports, I also received some reports concerning bright lights flying in formation and hovering over Bridgewater and Bishops Lydiard between 9pm and 10pm on the evening of 30th March 1993. I also received one report, again from a police officer, who was off duty and with some Scouts ul? on the Quantock Hills at about 9pm on the 30th. He reports seeing a large object flying in from the north, fairly low and said it resembled ’two concord aircraft fixed together’ and covered in a number of white bright lights. Obviously this could not have been two ’Concords’ but its not a bad description in comparison with the ’Elvers’ description at 2am i.e. a large ’Catamaran’.

Since these reports I have received three more, only these have come from St Ives, Cornwall. again two very bright lights are reported flying parallel to ea~h other and very high in the sky. This is some twenty minutes later than the earlier sightings on the 31st and indicates that the objects or objects were seen OVer the West Country and Wales, on at least three separate occasions i.e. 1.10am, 1.30am and 2am.

Feorn the general description given, it would appear that the object seen was about 500’ in width, carrying two very bright light sources at its outer edges with a number of smaller lights surrounding its main body. It left a tail of light, something like a vapour trail, only illuminated or lit up.
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In an effort to give these events some clarity - they have been 

separated into groups with each group being given its own 

heading, they are as follows:-

t
Event Place Date . Time-
’A’ Innis, Irela d 31/3/93 1.05am

, B’ * Wales, Cornwall, Devon 31/3/93 1.10am to

and Somerset. 1.17am
’c’ Bridgewater, Somerset 31/3/93 2.00am

’D’ North Devon 30/3/93 7.00pm to

11.00pm
’E’ St Ives & Penzance, 31/3/93 1.30am

Cornwall

’F’ ** Wales, Westcountry, Avon, 30-31/3/93_ 
Shropshire, Sth Yorkshire

Various

/ 

* The reports associated with this event include those received 

from the police officers who initially saw the objects at 
01.10am on 31/3/93.

"

** These reports are the subject of a letter received from the 
MoD (Sec Air)2a giving some details of reports received by 
them. They are thought to be associated with the events of 
30-31/3/93 because of the similarities between them and those 
already known to me.

..,

....
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At this point,-given all the known facts, what we are dealing 
with is the following scenario:- 
At sometime between 1.10am and 1.17am two very bright white 1 

objects with some sort of vapour trails, were observed flying 
N.W. to S.E. at high altitude and parallel to each other and 

I 
appear to have been on a pre-determined course. There were I 
believe the remnants of a Russian Space Rocket that had earlier 
deposited a Cosmos Radio Satellite into orbit. 
But, at the same time i.e. 1.10am, two brightly lit objects or 
a very large one with two lights attached, crossed the Bristol 
Channel, flew low over Lynton and somewhere between there and 
Liskeard carne to a halt and hovered for a. few seconds. Th.ey lit 
then ascended at great speed to about 10,OO(}’andthen\altered 
course taking a southerly course over the Eriglish Channel. 
If the information contained in the letter from the MoD is 
corr~ct, then the object or objects were later seen over or 
near Bris tol, Avon , at appro x 1.15am heading south,eas.t fly! 
Also, if the MoD information is correct, similar objects were 
seen between9.10pm on the 30th ~arch 1993 and2~4Q m on the 
31st covering area fr m Cornwall to South Yorkshire! The / 

implication of this being that some 4 hours.before the re-entry 
an ’unknown’ object or objects were flying a. t;ossthe 
Westcountry up into Avon and on to South Yorkshire.with the 
last known sighting over Shropshire at 2.40 fu.lt also 
indicates that the objects appeared to be crisscrossing these ~ 
areas during this period.
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What all this means is anybody’s guess. Was the information 

correct and I see no reason why it shouldn’t be, or was it 
incorrect and a deliberate ploy to confuse the issue and try to 

put me off the scent? - I really don’t know. 
If correct, and lets suppose it is, then this surely means that 

I 
not only were there unknown , objects flying and hovering over 

the westcountry between 8.00pm and 2.00am on the night, but 
were also tracking across the Midlands, South Yorkshire and 
Hampshire - what were they doing?

Conc.lusions 
AsaUfo rese rcher , it’s my job to try and evaluate all 
reports andinform tion received in an objective and hopefully .’" 
methodical way. This case has ;,. to date, shown all the hallmarks 
of a typical ufo event with evidence swaying the urgently 
~ought answers()ne way and then the other. Were th~ events on 
this night nothing more or less than the re-entry. of a man made 

space vehicle, or was it a ufo phenomenon related to that 

event? I think it mai well be the latter. My reasons for /’ 

thinking this are twofold. 
Firstly, there is no doubt’ that the re-entry took place and 
that this occurred at approximately 01.05am on the 31st. From 
the evidenc.e co lec.ted and c llated it is almost certainly a 

fact that the re.p rts describing the events at 1.10am indicate 
that what these people witnessed was the re-entry of this 
missile. The heights given are synonymous with a re-entry of 
this kind and the length of ’sighting time’ likewise. All the 
’sighters’ give the objects direction of flight as N.W. to S.E. 
or N. to S. giving some margin of error and this would 
certainly been the spent rockets course.

",
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This I believe~ is evidence enough to suggest that this is 
exactly what these people saw - a rocket re-entry.

What is also evident is that on the evening before, between 

8.00pm and 11.00pm, objects were seen traversing the North 

Devon sky and indeed hovering N.W. of the same areaJ In 
addition it is fairly certain that at 2.00am on the 31st, an 
object of some considerable size, flew over the River Parrot at 

Bridgewater, disturbing not only the local fishermen, but also 

the cattle in the adjacent fields. Also at this time we have 

the mystery of the 3 helicopters seen.. They were almos t 
certainly of a military type, but a~witl1 the 2 fighter 

aircraft over East Devon earlier, their presence has been 

denied by the MoD - Why? 
In association with this we have the 1.30am sightings at St 

Ives.and Penzance and the other numeroussightings over 

Cornwall, Devon, Shropshire, South Yor~~~ireand lI~mp~hire, 
starting at 10.10pm on the 30th and endingat2.40am on the 

31 s t. 
If these reports are "correct, and as I said earlier, I have np 
reason to doubt them and my reports a:realso correct, then it 

must be the case that at least one, ..ifJlo.tmore, .unidentified 

flying objects were active over th se ’l:’ s On the night in 

question - but ~hat was their purpPf)e?Were,they / it here on a 

specific mission, or just carryingouta nighttime surveillance 

operation. The latter scenario is of course quite feasibly 

given what we already know from their well documented past, but 

what about the first proposition? 

Well if we examine the evidence and what we already know about 

this alleged mode of operation, there is clearly a case for 

this line of thinking. 

In Timothy Goods latest book ’Alien Update’ he edits a whole 

chapter on this very subject. He cites a number of cases from

.....
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Russia where ufos have been observed tra king rocket launches, 

space flights and more importantly their re-entry procedure~. 
It seems that this activity has been monitored for some years 
and that the Soviet Authorities are fully aware that their 
space program has been subjected to some very inten~e scrutiny 
by unidentified objects, which appear disc like and are able to 
traverse their air space at will, and in some extraordinary 
ways!

Additionally, it seems that Britain has also been the victim of 

sucJJ..aCt.:iyi ty. In her new book ’From Out Of The Blue’ Jenny 
Rand17$ ..also explores this possi bili ty. 

. 
This book is the follow 

up .to another enti tIed ’Sky Crash’ which she co-authored wi th 
Dot StI,"e.E:t and Brenda Butler and is more than jus t a 

spectacular account of a ufo landing in Rendlesham Forest, 
S ff()~k, Nr the Bentwaters Air Base jointly manned by the RAF 
arid S,F’. Around the time of the alleged landing ~t is known 
fha a similar re-entry of a Russian space rocket occurred over 
the ~I,"ea. Following ~his, and in addition to the events at th~ 

/ 

I3E:ntW ters Base, a number of ufo sightings were received. Some 

()fit~li~i9htings were before the known re-entry time and indeed 
after. This strongly implies that some unknown craft was 
prese~tPver th area and as.. sugges ted by Jenny, may have been 
interested in the re-entry. ..,

The events at Bentwaters are in themselves quite remarkable and 

suggest that a space vehicle of unknown origin actually landed 
in Rendlesham Forest and that a possible ’alien liaison’ took 
place. The evidence presented does seem to substantiate this, 
but as with most, if not all of these cases, will we ever learn 
the truth!
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Sticky Note
DAS summary of MoD involvement in UFO research and investigation from 1950-2000, dated 20 June 2005.





























, ~.~ ~--".’ --. REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING
1. Date and time of sighting. 7 September 2004(Duration of sighting.) II.3OL
2. Description of object. Two silvery objects: very high up in the sky(No of objects, size, shape, colour, on the horizon. They were moving apartbrightness, noise.) and pulling together again, they did this in

a matter of ten seconds. They left vapour
trails as they were moving.

3. Exact position of observer. Not given.
Geographical location.
(Indoors/outdoors,
stationary/moving. )

4. How object was observed. Not given.(Naked eye, binoculars, other
--optical device, camera or

camcorder. )

5. Direction in which object was Not given. .-

first seen.
(A landmark may be more helpful
than a roughly estimated bearing.)

6. Approximate distance. Said about 40,000 ft up, as high as a plane
on the horizon.

7. Movements and speed. They were moving so fast and moving side(side to side, up or down; to side, i.e. apart, then moving towardsconstant, moving fast, slow) each other again.

8. Weather conditions during Not given.
observation.
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)

1
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_..~. REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

l. Date and time of sighting. 18 February 2004 16.02L(Duration of sighting.)

2. Description of object. Large black object over RhyI.{No of objects, size, shape, colour,
.brightness, noise.)

~.. -

3. Exact position of observer. Not given
Geographical location.
(Indoors/outdoors,

-stationary/moving.) "0
-_.~

--c.

-4. How object was observed. Not given
(Naked.eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or

. camcorder.) ..-

_. - --5. Direction in which object was Not given - .- ..
first seen.
(A landmark may be more helpful
than a roughly estimated bearing.) "

6. Approximate distance. Not given

7. Movements and speed. Not given(side to side, up or down,
constant, moving fast, slow)

-_.

-

8. Weather conditions during Not given
observation.

-(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)

1
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,PORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT

I I 2... - \ \. 0"2- f." F ’^"- !I A. Date, Time & I II Duration of Sighting I I V"’I"\. ~ ’^_ So II I II I ’o ~ ’Ie\l aw~l.4U II B. Desciption of Object I II (No of objects, slze, shape, Ir\lo~~ b’1 ~~ ~I,J,- II colour, brightness) II I II I
\ ",cloo" wZU::. b~DfJ..JlAJ s II C. Exact Position of Observer II Location, indoor/outdoor, I II stationary/moving I II I It I II .D. How Observed (Naked eye, I ~Dc...vlOA.l s II binoculars, other optical I II device, still or mo~ie). I II . .

I II I ’L00- ~ \- II E. Direction in which Object I Eo... s\- - II first seen (A landmark may be. I II more useful tha~ a badly , I II estimated’ bearing) c I II I II I II F. Angle of Sight (Estimated I II heights are unreliable) I II I 1I ~ I O~ \\:.Q.. v....~~~ ~ II G Pistance (By reference to a I II known landmark), I _ ~O" So So~ I1 I II I.. \.0.Q ’^-\- J ~ ." Q..v\..’ c.A.~ II H. Movements (Ch ges in E, F & G II may be of more use than I \.Y’\.. \. 0 So ~ Q.. C e.- ~ U- s: 0 II estimates. of ~ourse and speed) I II l- II I
. S’\.... \). . \....Y II I. Met Conditions during Observations I ~ II (Moving clouds, haze,~i~t’etc) I II I II I II J. Nearby Objects (Telephone lines, I ~\ \<..... II high Voltage lines,r~servoir, lake I II or dam, swamp or marsh, river, .high I II. I buildings, . tal.!. ,chimneys,.s teeples, I II spires, TV or radio masts, 

. . I II airfields 7 genera tingplan t 7 I II ’factories, pits or other sites with I II floodlights or night lighting) I II I ,
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e REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTINGl. Date and tiwe of sighting. Monday 11 November @ 23 :00

(Duration of sighting.) 2-3 minutes
2. Description of object. 8 objects joined into a circle, then

(No of objects, size, shape, colour, separated. Moved independently then
brightness, noise.)

joined together in a circle.

3. Exact position of observer. Outdoors walking dog - went indoors asGeographical location.
the objects frightened her.(Indoors/outdoors,

stationary/moving)

4. How object was observed.(Naked eye, binoculars, otheroptical device, camera orcamcorder. )
5. Direction in which object wasfirst seen.

(A landmark may be more helpfulthan a roughly estimated bearing.)
6. Approximate distance.

7. Movements and speed.(side to side, up or down,constant, moving fast, slow)

8. Weather conditions duringobservation.
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)

.

1



e
9. To whom reported. 

(Police, military, press etc)
DA (LA) Ops & Pol answerphone

10. Name, address and telephone no 
of informant.

11. Other witnesses.

12. Remarks.

13. Date and time of receipt.

BeIfbrd , ...... 
Tel:

Tuesday 12 November 2002 @I9:20

2



















e REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

1. Date and time of sighting. 30 September 2004
(Duration of sighting.) 21.lOL

2. Description of object. Just mentioned a sighting.
(No of objects, size, shape, colour,
brightness, noise.)

3. Exact position of observer. Not given.
Geographical location.
(Indoors/outdoors,
stationary/moving. )

,

4. How object ,was observed. Not given.
(Naked eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or
camcorder.)

5. Direction in which object was Not given.
.-

first seen.
(A landmark may be more helpful
than a roughly estimated bearing.)

6. Approximate distance. Not given.

7. Movements and speed. Not given.
(side to side, up or do~,
constant, moving fast, slow)

..

8. Weather conditions during Not given.
observation.
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)

1
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e REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

1. Date and time of sighting. 4 September 2004
(Duration of sighting.) 14.30-14.45L

2. Description of object. The object was a black cylinder rectangle
(No of objects, size, shape, colour, shape and was the size of a house. The
brightness, noise.) colour was black, but then depending on

what angle you looked at it, it changed to
bright silver and then to white.

3. Exact position of observer. Outdoors/stationary.
Geographical location.
(Indoors/outdoors,
stationary/moving. )

4. How object_was observed. The naked eye.
(Naked eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or
camcorder.)

5. Direction in which object was The object was seen hover!ng over
first seen. Willbourg car- park next to Aldershot Police
(A landmark may be more helpful Station.
than a roughly estimated bearing.)

6. Approximate distance. Not given.

7. Movements and speed. Was constantly moving slowly up and
(side to side, up or do’YIl, down in the sky. Said it looked like it was
constant, moving fast, slow) going to land on top of them, as it moved

horizontally and then vertically down ~

towards him and his wife.

8. Weather conditions during Very sunny, clear day.
observation.
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)

1
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Dear Sir, 
Can I have information from MOD files re UFOs in the King Harold’s Way area of 
Bexleyheath in 1955 and The Warren/Warren Road area of Bexleyheath in 1952. I 
have included details below from an article that was published in the News Shopper 
newspaper about two years ago.

More than 47 years ago, an unidentified flying object was spotted in the Bexleyheath 
area by several people. 
Now a former policeman is doing research on the sightings. LINDA PIPER 
investigates ... 
TWO Bexley men, both now in their 60s, have recently been reliving their own X- 
Files experiences from their childhood. 
Rodney Maynard, from Belvedere, who is now 62, has contacted the News Shopper to 
reveal he was one of the youngsters who saw the UFO featured in our September 4 
edition. 
Retired policeman John Hanson, from the West Midlands, was appealing for a group 
of children who saw the craft land in the King Harold’s Way area of Bexleyheath in 
1955 to get in touch with him, as he is researching the incident for a book. 
Mr Maynard was 15 at the time and was working as a labourer on a building site in 
nearby Streamway. 
He remembers the incident vividly. 
"We were on our lunchbreak when we heard something was happening in King 
Harold’s Way. So we went up there to have a look. 
"This thing had landed in the roadway. It took up the whole width of the road and 
overlapped onto the pavements. 
"It wasn’t on the ground, it had about eight massive suckers. The centre was still, but 
the outer rim was spinning slowly and it had white lights flashing, like a camera 
flash," he recalled. 
"There were about 30 of us staring at it. We could hear it humming. 
"It had what looked like windows but the glass was concave and moulded together so 
you couldn’t see in. A couple of us went forward to try and touch it and it began to 
spin faster. 
"Then it lifted slowly off the ground and hovered above our heads, tilting slightly." 
The craft moved slowly until it was over Bedonwell Primary School, where it stayed 
for about a minute, then shot up into the sky and disappeared. 
Mr Maynard, whose 16-year-old brother also saw the craft said: "It was black, sleek 
and streamlined with a surface like polished metal. It was very fine and beautiful. It 
certainly wasn’t a prank. " 
He went on: "I have never forgotten it but I don’t talk about it because people would 
think you were barmy. 
"We used to talk about it among ourselves but our mums kept telling us we hadn’t 
seen anything. " 
As well as his brother, Mr Maynard listed several other pals who were also there: 
"Ron Deadman, Tony Savin, Vic Clarke, Tommy Staggs, we were all there." 
Ken Fairman knows just how he feels. 
Mr Fairman, from Bexleyheath, says he saw a very similar craft with his pal Roy 
Beadle three years before, in 1952. 
They were out walking Ray’s dog at an old farmstead in Bexleyheath known as The 
Warren (now the Warren Road area).



. .

e
.

"It was late afternoon. We had just come home from Bexleyheath School and we had 
Ray’s young border collie with us. We saw it come down and hover about 18ft above 
the ground. There was no noise at all. We threw ourselves down on the ground and 
watched it. The dog which was young and usually lively, lay down between us. We 
lost all track of time. 
"It was about 20 or 30ft wide, with terrifically bright white lights underneath. It 
looked very similar to the drawing in your September 4 issue. Then it shot off and 
disappeared from view before you could click your fingers. 
"I could still take you to the exact spot. I don’t know how long we watched for but I 
got told off for being late home for tea. I told my parents but they thought I was 
crackers. "
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Reauest 1 
Could you advise on how I can obtain the FS4 (Unidentified FlYing 
Obj ects )reportsto date.

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 24 January 2005 in which 
you requested information about "FS4 (Unidentified FlYing Objects) 
reports". Y our letter has been passed to this office as we are the focal 
point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about ’UFOs.’

As your request currently stands I am unable to assist you as I do not 
recognise the term "FS4". Perhaps you could clarify your request if we 
are able to assist you? In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that 
there is already some information about UFOs available for public 
viewing. MOD files on UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 
1967 when they were generally preserved for The National Archives. A 
few have survived before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 
are now available for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at 
Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 
020 88763444. The National Archives also have a website giving 
information about the records they hold and how to access them. This can 
be found on the internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The 
Ministry of Defence Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also 
contains documents relating to the well known events in Rendlesham 
Forest, Suffolk in 1980 and the final report of the FlYing Saucer Working 
Party in 1951. These can be accessed via the internet at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in the Scheme under ’UFO’ will take 
you to this information. We are looking to see if further information can 
be made available to the public and we are currently compiling a database 
of reports which we intend to publish in the MOD Freedom of 
Information Publication Scheme at the end of June 2005.

I hope this is helpful.

The National Archives
Response FOI Request
Response to an FOI request for copies of all requests for information on UFOs received by MoD since the implementation of FOI in January 2005. Summaries of 37 requests attached.
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Reauest 2 
I would like to obtain a copy of the MOD’s policy statement on the UFO 
phenomenon, as described on your website at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk/classesI.asp.

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for a copy of the MOD’s policy 
statement on UFOs. Your request has been passed to this Department as 
we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
regarding UFOs.

I am sorry you have had trouble accessing this information on the MOD 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk. For 
your information I have enclosed a copy of the statement. The Policy 
statement can be accessed by searching under ’UFO’ on the website and 
then clicking on ’Policy’. This action will also allow you to view other 
released information on the Rendlesham Forest incident and the final 
report of the FlYing Saucer Working Party.

I hope this will be helpful.
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Reauest 3 
Findings of an MOD investigation into an alleged UFO sighting above 
Craigluscar reservoir near Dunfermline, Fife.

Photograph of a UFO near Pitlochry, Perthshire in 1990

All correspondence, (letters, memos, etc) between ministers and civil 
servants relating to the incident at Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 
December 1980.

Response 
I am writing concerning your message dated 6 January in which you 
made a request under the Freedom of Information Act for information 
about Unidentified Flying Object (UFO) sightings. Your request has 
been passed to this department as we are the focal point within the 
Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

First you requested the findings of an MOD investigation into an alleged 
UFO sighting above Craigluscar Reservoir near Dunfermline, Fife. Our 
records show that The Scottish Daily Record contacted the MOD in 
February 1994 concerning a UFO sighting report and some photographs 
that they had been sent by a member of the public. The individual 
reported travelled to Craigluscar Reservoir on the afternoon of 19th 
February 1994 to take some photographs of the Reservoir to assist with a 
painting of the area. He heard a humming noise, turned towards the 
Reservoir and saw a disc-like object, high in the sky, moving slowly in 
his direction. He described the object as metallic, with several points of 
diffused light on its underside, inside a darker co loured rim. He took two 
photographs before the object moved away to the west. Air defence 
staff were consulted at the time and records show that there had been no 
unusual radar returns. There is no indication that this sighting produced 
anything of defence concern. The photographs are not contained in our 
files and we assume they were returned to the Scottish Daily Record.

You also requested a photograph of a UFO near Pitlochry, Perthshire in 
1990. The MOD does not produce photographs of UFO sightings. The 
only photographs the MOD holds are those which members of the public 
very occasionally send to us with their sighting reports. If requested these 
are returned to the individual, or if they do not want them returned, they 
are filed with the report in our files. We have examined our records for 
1990 and they contain no photographs relevant to your request. However, 
we have a record that two members of the public contacted The Scottish 
Daily Record to report a large diamond shape UFO hovering for about 10



("-
minutes before ascending vertically upwards at high speed. The witnesses 
said that during the sighting an RAF aircraft believed to be a Harrier was 
in the area. The sighting was over Calvine, 20 miles north of Pitlochry at 
2100 hours on 4 August 1990. A number of colour photographs were 
taken and passed to The Scottish Daily Record, who in turn sent the 
negatives to the MOD. These were considered at the time and it was 
concluded that the jet was a Harrier. No definite conclusions were 
reached regarding large diamond-shaped object. Our records show that 
the original negatives were returned to The Scottish Daily Record.

Finally, you asked for correspondence between ministers and civil 
servants relating to the incident at Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 
December 1980. The MOD papers on this incident are already published 
in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme on the internet 
and can be viewed at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search under 
’Rendlesham Forest’ will take you directly to these documents. We are 
not aware of any specific internal correspondence about this incident 
which has not already been released. It is normal practice for officials to 
brief Ministers as to the background of parliamentary business, for 
example, when answering specific parliamentary questions. If this is the 
type of information you are seeking, it would be useful if you could 
clarify the information you are particularly searching for.

I hope this is useful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SWIA 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http://www .informationcommissioner.gov. uk
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Reauest 4 
I wish for any current and updated information into the two following 
incidents which occurred and where classed as ’UFO incidents’. These 
are the BefWYn Mountain Crash in Wales. I am not sure of exact date. 
The second one is on the Rendlesham Forest incident in Dec/Jan 
1980/1981.

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about ’UFO 
incidents’ in the Berwyn Mountains in Wales, and Rendlesham Forest, 
Suffolk. Your request has been passed to this Department because we are 
the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 
UFOs.

The alleged events at the Berwyn Mountains took place on 24 January 
1974 and the Ministry of Defence UFO records for this period are now 
open for public viewing at The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, 
Surrey TW9 4DU. Details of how to access information at The National 
Archives can be found on their website at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 
A quick look at the archives catalogue (PROCA T) has revealed two files 
for this period that might hold relevant information. These are AIR 
2/18873 (Unidentified Flying Objects 1973-74) and AIR 2/18874 
(Unidentified Flying Objects 1974-75).

All of the Ministry of Defence records about the Rendlesham Forest 
Incident have been included in the MOD Freedom of Information 
Publication Scheme and can be viewed at www.foi.mod.uk. A search 
under "Rendlesham Forest" will take you directly to scanned images of 
these records.

I hope this is helpful.
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Request 5 
What’s Area 51 and why do u say its not there when we have photos 
videos. What do they do in there? Also have you really communicated 
with aliens?

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about Area 51 and 
contact with Aliens. Your enquiry has been passed to me as this office is 
the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about 
unidentified flYing objects (UFOs).

Questions about Area 51 are a matter for the US Government. I suggest 
therefore that you may wish to look at the US Department of Defense 
web site www.defenselink.mil/pubs/foi/ which includes details of how to 
make a request for information in accordance with the US Freedom of 
Information Act.
With regard to your question about whether the Ministry of Defence has 
communicated with Aliens, the answer to this is no. The Ministry of 
Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of ’UFO/flYing 
saucer’ matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of 
extraterrestriallifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. I 
should add that to date the Ministry of Defence knows of no evidence 
which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. The 
Ministry of Defence examines any reports of ’UFOs’ it receives solely to 
establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance; 
namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace 
might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. 
Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from 
an external source, and to date no ’UFO’ report has revealed such 
evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported 
sighting. We believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as 
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not 
the function of the Ministry of Defence to provide this kind of aerial 
identification service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on 
investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit.
If you wish to see the information the Ministry of Defence has already 
published on UFOs please see the MOD Freedom of Information Act 
Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk and search under UFO.

I hope this is helpful.
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Request 6 
Regarding to the incidents occurring from the 01/12/1980, could any 
photographs potentially have been taking and discarded for obvious 
reason by formal officers; and are there any at present available to see?

Response 
It is not clear what "incidents" you are referring to. If you could be more 
specific we may be able to assist with your enquiry.

In the meantime, please be aware that the only photographs the Ministry 
of Defence holds of sightings of unexplained aerial phenomena are those 
that are sent to us by members of the public. In general these photographs 
are returned to the individual if requested, or if they do not require them 
to be returned, they will be placed on our files with the individual’s 
correspondence. We hold no separate record or file containing 
photographs.
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Request 7 
I want to receive the document of UFO written by SF4.

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 10 February 2005 in which 
you requested "to receive the document of UFO, written by SF4."

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. Further, 
these records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the 
order in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted ;[600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. Ifhowever, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the FlYing Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under ’UFO’ will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005.

I hope this is helpful.
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Request 8 
Please let me have details of Unidentified Flying Objects: 
MOD’s policy statement on alleged UFO phenomenon, and reports which 
have been released to the public from as far back as possible.

Response 
I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for the 
Ministry of Defence policy on alleged ’unidentified flying object’ 
phenomenon and reports which have been released to the public. Your 
request has been passed to this department as we are the focal point 
within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence does not 
have any expertise or role in respect of ’UFO/flying saucer’ matters or to 
the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, 
about which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date the 
MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these 
alleged phenomena. Any reports of UFO sightings the MOD receives are 
examined solely to establish whether what was seen might have some 
defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the 
United Kingdom’s airspace might have been compromised by hostile or 
unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to 
the United Kingdom from an external military source, and to date no 
’UFO’ report has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the 
precise nature of each reported sighting. We believe it is possible that 
rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could 
be found for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this 
kind of aerial identification service. We could not justify expenditure of 
public funds on investigations which go beyond our specific defence 
remit.

With regard to the records the MOD holds of such reports, these are kept 
on paper files in the order in which they are received and this department 
currently has such records spanning a 25 year period. These records are 
not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order in which 
they were received. In order to assist members of the public with 
enquiries about UFO sightings reported to the MOD, this department is 
currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to publish in 
the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the end of June 
2005. The Scheme which already contains some documents about UFOs, 
including a class of information on the well known events at Rendlesham 
Forest, Suffolk in December 1980, can be found on the internet at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search under ’UFO’ will direct you to this
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information. In addition, there are MOD files on UFOs which are open 
to the public at The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 
4DU. The National Archives on line catalogue and details of how to 
access these records can be found on their website at 
http://www .nationalarchives.gov. uk.
I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, London SWIA 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http://www .informationcommissioner.gov. uk
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Request 9 
Any documentation, correspondence or the contents of any files you hold 
on UFO sightings since July 1 2004.

Any documentation, correspondence or the contents of any files you hold 
on research and studies relating to crop circles.

Response 
I am writing concerning the two requests for information you made for 
"any documentation, correspondence or the contents of any files you hold 
on UFO sightings since July 1 2004" and "any documentation, 
correspondence or the contents of any files you hold on research and 
studies relating to crop circles" . Your requests have been passed to this 
Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence regarding UFOs.

With regard to your first request I should inform you that the records we 
hold of reports of UFO sightings and correspondence about UFOs (some 
of which also contain sighting reports) are not held electronically but are 
filed on paper files in the order in which they are received. Before any of 
this information can be released personal data has to be removed in 
accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. Ifwe were to process 
copies of all the records relevant to your request the costs would exceed 
the f600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is 
not obliged to comply with your request. If however, you could be more 
specific about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist 
you. In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that we are compiling a 
database of UFO sighting reports which we intend to publish in the MOD 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the end of June 2005. If 
you wish to look at the Publication Scheme, it can be found on the 
internet at www.foi.mod.uk.

As for your request concerning information about research and studies 
relating to crop circles, I am unable to provide any information as there is 
no evidence to suggest that these phenomena are caused by anything of 
military concern and the MOD does not therefore investigate reported 
sightings or carry out any research into them.
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Request 10 
I would like the details of all the reported Triangular UFO sightings 
between March 1st 1998 and the end of April 1998.

Response 
Your correspondence dated 30th December 2004 concerning reported 
Triangular UFO sightings between 1 st March 1998 and the end of April 
1998 has been considered to be a request for information in accordance 
with the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

We have examined all our available UFO reports and correspondence 
files for the period you have stated and have found a total of three reports 
which are relevant to your request. One of these was the report you made 
on 10 April 1998. The details of the other two are as follows;

1800 on 4 March 1998 to 0600 on 5 March 1998 
The MOD did not directly receive any UFO reports, but a UFO group 
informed us that they had received reports from some of their members. 
There were several different descriptions of what was seen but some of 
these described the object as being a dull grey or black triangular object, 
about the size of a conventional passenger jet, or smaller, with panelling 
or grooves underneath. Some of those reporting this described a low 
rumbling noise and others, no apparent engine noise. These sightings 
were between Mansfield (Nottinghamshire) and Shirebrook (Derbyshire).

0100 to 0430 on 16 April 1998 
MOD received a report of a large triangular object with flashing green 
and red lights seen in the area of Regents Park and Baker Street, London. 
Enquiries revealed that there was a Search and Rescue helicopter in the 
area involved in the movement of a casualty to St Mary’s Hospital.
I hope this is useful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role
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and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http//www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.
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Reauest 11 
I request the release of certain information concerning Unidentified 
Flying Objects (UFOs) in the UK. I understand the MOD’s official line is 
that UFOs represent no threat to the defence of the UK and therefore all 
information relating to them is freely available under the FOI Act as it 
does not compromise national defence.

I understand a number of UFO crashes have occured in the UK and the 
MOD holds files documenting as much information on each of them as it 
could compile. I am therefore requesting all information held by the 
MOD on the following crash incidents in the UK including copies of 
letter, official reports, studies and other documentation:

5th May 1955 - Brighton 
10th December 1963 - Cosford RAF Air Base 
26th & 27th December 1980 - Rendlesham Forest RAF / US Air Base.
Please acknowledge your receipt of this email as soon as possible and 
arrange for the above requested documentation to be posted in hard copy 
to my address at the top of this email. I understand you now have 20 
working days to do this.

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information regarding UFO 
sighting reports. Your requests have been passed to this Department as 
we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
regarding UFOs.

First it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence does not 
have any expertise or role in respect of ’UFO/flying saucer’ matters or to 
the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, 
about which it remains totally open-minded. To date, the MOD knows of 
no evidence which substantiates the existence of these phenomena and we 
therefore have no information about alleged "UFO crashes". The MOD 
examines any ’UFO’ reports it receives solely to establish whether what 
was seen might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is 
any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace might have been 
compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is 
evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external 
source, and to date no ’UFO’ report has revealed such evidence, we do 
not attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported to us. 
We believe that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural 
phenomena, could be found for them if resources were diverted for this
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purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of 
aerial identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of defence 
resources if we were to do so.

With regard to your particular request, I should advise you that MOD 
files on UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when 
they were generally preserved for The National Archives. A few did 
survive before 1967 and if these included any of the incidents you refer to 
in 1955 and 1963 they will now be at The National Archives. You can 
contact The National Archives at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, 
Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444. The National Archives 
also have a website giving information about the records they hold and 
how to access them. This can be found on the internet at 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov .uk.
All the surviving MOD documents concerning events at Rendlesham 
Forest in 1980 can be viewed at The Ministry of Defence Freedom of 
Information Publication Scheme www.foi.mod.uk. A search in the 
Scheme under ’Rendlesham Forest’ will take you to this information.

I hope this will be helpful.
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Request 12 
I would like information on united kingdom u.f.o sightings from 1900 to 
2004.

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 24 January 2005 in which 
you requested "information on u.f.o sightings from 1900 to 2004." Your 
request has been passed to this office as we are the focal point within the 
Ministry of Defence for correspondence about ’UFOs.’

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. These 
records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order 
in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted f600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. Ifhowever, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a web site giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under ’UFO’ will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005.
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Reauest 13 
Information on ufo’s.

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 25 January 2005 in which 
you requested "information on UFOs." Your request has been passed to 
this office as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence about ’UFOs.’

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. These 
records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order 
in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted f600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. Ifhowever, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the FlYing Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under ’UFO’ will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005.

I hope this is helpful.
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Request 14 
FOI Document release’s from January 2004 to 2005, relating to 
Unidentified flying objects.

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information for "FOI document 
releases from January 2004 to 2005, relating to Unidentified FlYing 
Objects". Your request has been passed to this Department as we are the 
focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding 
UFOs.

It is not clear what information you are seeking. The Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 did not come into force untill st January 2005. We 
have received FOI requests concerning UFOs and examples of these can 
be seen in the Reading Room of the MOD Freedom of Information 
Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk.This Scheme also contains other 
released information on UFOs.

In addition we are looking to see if further information can be made 
available to the public and we are currently compiling a database of 
reports which we intend to publish in the Publication Scheme at the end 
of June 2005.

The National Archives also hold UFO information. For details about the 
records and how to access them, can be found on their website at 
www.nationalarchives. gov.uk.
I hope this will be helpful.
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Reauest 15 
Please could you send me the information that you have released on UFO 
and UFO sightings.

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for released information on UFOs 
and UFO sightings. Your requests have been passed to this Department 
as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence regarding UFOs.

MOD files on UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years when they 
were generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have 
survived from 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now 
available for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin 
Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. They can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. In addition, the Ministry 
of Defence Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains 
documents relating to well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk 
in 1980 and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. 
These can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search 
in the Scheme under ’UFO’ will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005.

I hope this will be helpful.
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For your second request I have located documents concerning a report 
from a family in Crick, Matlock who reported lights seen over Crick on 
23 August 1994 at 2130 hours and again on 24 August 1994 at 2100 
hours. There are also two file notes concerning a request for information 
from Schofield’s Quest. Copies of these documents are enclosed for your 
information. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998.

The only UFO sighting report we received relevant to your third request 
was the one you made to RAF St Athan on 11 th May 1996. I enclose a 
copy for your information.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SWIA 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http://www .informationcommissioner .gov. uk.
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Reauest 17 
Please could you let me know the number of UFO sightings reported by 
the public in the last 50 years.

Response 
Thank you for your e-mail of 16 January concerning the number of UFO 
sightings reported in the last 50 years. Your request has been passed to 
this department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence 
for correspondence regarding UFOs. Your request has been considered in 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Please find attached a list of the number of UFO sighting reports received 
by the MOD since 1959. We do not hold figures before 1959. These 
figures are not held by source (i.e. members of the public, military, 
civilian pilots, air traffic controller, police etc) so these show the total 
number of reports received per year from all sources.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SWIA 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal process has been completed. Further details of the role and 
powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http://www .informationcommissioner. gov. uk.
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Attachment 
NUMBERS OF "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED 

TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Figures from before 1959 are not available.

N.B. The figures below relate to the number of reports, received by the Ministry of 
Defence, of aerial activity which was not immediately identifiable to the witness. 
They should not be taken to reflect sightings of "UFOs/flying saucers".

1959 - 22 
1960 - 31 
1961 -71 
1962 - 46 
1963 - 51 
1964 -74 
1965 - 56 
1966 - 95 
1967 - 362 
1968 - 280 
1969 - 228 
1970 -181 
1971 - 379 
1972 - 201 
1973 - 233 
1974 -177 
1975 - 208 
1976 - 200 
1977 - 435 
1978 -750 
1979 - 550 
1980 - 350 
1981 - 600 
1982 - 250 
1983 - 390 
1984 - 214 
1985 - 177 
1986 - 120 
1987 - 150 
1988 - 397 
1989 - 258 
1990 - 209 
1991 - 117 
1992 - 147 
1993 - 258 
1994 - 250 
1995 - 373
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1996 - 609 
1997 - 425 
1998 - 193 
1999 - 229 
2000 - 210 
2001 - 203 
2002 -100 
2003 - 99 
2004 - 85 
2005 - 4
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Request 18 
All information on UFO’s please.

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information on the Rendlesham 
Forest Incident. Your request has been passed to this Department as we 
are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
regarding UFOs.

You may wish to be aware that all the surviving MOD documents relating 
to the Rendlesham Forest incident have been released into the MOD 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme and can be viewed on the 
internet at www.foi.mod.uk. A search under "Rendlesham Forest" will 
take you directly to these documents.

I hope this will be helpful.
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Reauest 19 
I request as much information (reports... etc) on unidentified flying 
objects.

Response 
I am writing concerning your message of 16 January in which you 
requested information from the Ministry of Defence about UFOs. Your 
message has been passed to this office, as we are the focal point within 
the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the MOD does not have any 
expertise or role in respect of ’UFO/flying saucer’ matters or to the 
question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, about 
which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date the MOD 
knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged 
phenomena.

The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of UFOs it receives solely 
to establish whether what was seen might have some defence 
significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United 
Kingdom’s airspace might have been compromised by hostile or 
unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to 
the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no ’UFO’ report 
has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise 
nature of each reported sighting. We believe it is possible that rational 
explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found 
for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of 
aerial identification service. We could not justify expenditure of public 
funds on investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit.
With regard to the files the MOD holds on UFOs, these span a 25 year 
period and the vast majority contain reports and correspondence sent to 
the MOD, filed in the order in which they were received. These records 
are not held electronically. Any information released from these files has 
to be redacted in order to remove personal data in accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998 and it is not therefore possible to supply all the 
information you are seeking. If however, you would like to specify 
exactly what information you are seeking we may be able to assist you. In 
the meantime, the MOD has released some information on UFOs into our 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme which can be found at 
www.foi.mod.uk. A search under UFO will take you to all the classes 
currently in the Scheme.
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Information Publication Scheme also contains documents relating to the 
well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 and the final 
report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These can be accessed 
via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in the Scheme under 
’UFO’ will take you to this information. We are looking to see if further 
information can be made available to the public and we are currently 
compiling a database of reports which we intend to publish in the MOD 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the end of June 2005.

I hope this is helpful.



2-4-0\-’L ou- - i’Slf"il;;2..4 -Oll-
Request 21 
All and everything on UFO’s, sightings etc.

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 24 January 2005 in which 
you requested "all and everything on UFOs, sightings etc." Y our request 
has been passed to this office as we are the focal point within the Ministry 
of Defence for correspondence about ’UFOs.’

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. These 
records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order 
in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted f600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. Ifhowever, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under ’UFO’ will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005.

I hope this is helpful
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Request 22 
With regard to the Rendlesham Forest UFO incident of27/28 December 
1980, I wish to have the following questions answered. 
1. Have any of the reported aerial/landed / near landed objects been 
identified? 
2. During the years following December 28, 1980, was information 
pertaining to any parts of the Rendlesham Incident withheld from the 
public domain? 
3. If "yes" to Q2, why was this information denied public scrutiny? 
4. If applicable, do you have for release, - to send to me - a copy of any 
original document / memo that will support the official suppression of the 
Rendlesham incident?

Response 
Thank you for your letter dated 3 January regarding your Freedom of 
Information request for information about the alleged UFO incident at 
Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in December 1980.

In response to your questions;

(1) The MOD records of the period contain no evidence that anything was 
positively identified as landing at Rendlesham Forest on 28 December 
1980.

(2-4) Until 31 December 2004 in accordance with the provisions of the 
Public Records Act of 1958 and 1967, by law all Government files were 
closed from public viewing for 30 years after completion of the last 
action. This Act of Parliament applied to all Government files, and not 
just those containing information about UFO sightings. In 1994 the 
Government introduced the Code of Practice on Access to Government 
Information (the Code). This was not legislation, but a Citizen’s Charter 
which encouraged the provision of information unless its disclosure 
would, for example, cause harm to defence, invade on an individual’s 
privacy, or it would take an unreasonable diversion of resources to 
respond to a request. Information requested was supplied wherever 
possible providing it did not fall under one of the exemptions in the Code. 
In July 2002 a member of the public made a request under the Code for a 
copy of the documents the MOD holds on these events and they were 
released, with personal data removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. A few papers were initially withheld under 
exemptions of the Code, but these were also later released following an 
appeal. All of these papers can now be accessed via the MOD Freedom 
of Information Publication Scheme on the internet at
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http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search under Rendlesham Forest will take you 
directly to them.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SWIA 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http://www.informationcommissioner.gov . uk.
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Reauest 23 
Title: Unidentified Flying Objects 
Reported by the "Flying Saucer" Working Party

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information for "Unidentified 
Flying Objects reported by the Flying Saucer Working Party". Your 
request has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point 
within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

The Flying Saucer Working Party was set up in August 1950 and 
dissolved in June 1951. All the surviving papers are now open to the 
public at The National Archives. You can contact The National Archives 
at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU, by telephone on 
+4420887634444 or via their website www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. 
The final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party has also been 
included in the Ministry of Defence Freedom of Information Publication 
Scheme and can be viewed on the internet at www.foi.mod.uk. Please 
search under ’UFO’ and then use the link for ’Reports’ which will allow 
you to view an image of the document.

I hope this is helpful.
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MOD Main Building, Whitehall, London, SWIA 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http://www .informationcommissioner.gov. uk.
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ReQuest 25 
File containing the MOD’s investigations into Unidentified Flying 
Objects (UFOs), including minutes of any internal departmental 
committees set up in the ministry or its predecessor departments, and any 
reports made to ministers or other Governments or international agencies 
on UFOs.

Response 
I am writing concerning your freedom of information request for 
information about Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs ). Your request has 
been passed to this department as we are the focal point within the 
Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the MOD does not have any 
expertise or role in respect of ’UFO/flying saucer’ matters or to the 
question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, about 
which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date the MOD 
knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged 
phenomena. The MOD examines any reports of ’UFO’ it receives solely to 
establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance; 
namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace 
might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. 
Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from 
an external military source, and to date no ’UFO’ report has revealed such 
evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported 
sighting. We believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as 
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not 
the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification 
service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on 
investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit.
With regard to your particular request, I can inform you that the MOD 
does not generally investigate reports of UFO sightings. Reports provided 
to us are examined, but consultation with air defence staff and others as 
necessary is considered only where there is sufficient evidence to suggest 
a breach of UK air space. The vast majority of reports we receive are very 
sketchy and vague. Only a handful of reports in recent years have 
warranted further investigation and none revealed any evidence of a 
threat. All the reports and correspondence we receive is filed on paper 
files in the order in which it was received. No separate record is kept of 
any particular type of report. These records are not held electronically. 
As we currently have files which span a 25 year period, I hope you will 
appreciate that to supply copies of all of these records would exceed the
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f600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act as 
provided by Section 12 of the Act and the Ministry of Defence is not 
therefore obliged to comply with your request. Ifhowever, you would 
like to be more specific or refine your request we may be able to assist 
you.

You also asked for the minutes of any internal departmental committees. 
There have been no "committees" within the MOD to discuss UFOs. In 
August 1950 a Working Party was set up to investigate flying saucer 
phenomenon. The report was presented to a meeting of the 
Joint Technical Intelligence Committee who decided that "the document 
should be regarded as the final report and, in view of the conclusions the 
Working Party should be dissolved". All of the documents of the Flying 
Saucer Working Party are now held in The National Archives, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU. The National Archive online catalogue 
and details of how to access records can be found on their website at 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. In addition the final report of the 
Flying Saucer Working Party dated June 1951 can be viewed on the 
MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk. Please search under "UFO" and then under 
"Report" to navigate to this document.

Finally, you asked for any reports made to Ministers or other 
Governments or international agencies on UFOs. We are not aware of 
any specific reports made to Ministers or other Governments about UFOs. 
However, it is normal practice for officials to brief incoming Ministers as 
to the background of parliamentary business and for example, when 
answering specific parliamentary questions. If this is the type of 
information you are seeking, again it would be helpful if you could clarify 
the information you are particularly searching for.

We are unaware of any records when other Governments or international 
agencies have sought to discuss UFO issues with the UK. However, our 
files indicate that in September 1978, at the 33rd Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly, the Grenadian delegation sought to establish 
a working group of the UN to evaluate UFO reports. The British 
delegation did not think that such an agency was appropriate to the 
function of the UN and did not support this proposal.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact this department in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review
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by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SWIA 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http://www .informationcommissioner .gov. uk.
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Reauest 26 
I am interested in a UFO sighting that occured on 19th June 1978 and was 
subsequently reported to RAF Brize Norton and the investigation that was 
carried out afterwards by your department. My family reported the 
sighting and was involved in the investigation.

Do you have any records pertaining to this incident and can I have a copy 
of them.

Response 
Thank you for your request for information concerning a UFO sighting 
on 19th June 1978.

All the surviving Ministry of Defence UFO records for this period are 
available for viewing at The National Archives, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey. Details of how to access records at The National 
Archives and their on line catalogue can be found at 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. A quick search of the catalogue has 
revealed a file which might be relevant to your enquiry. It is titled UFO 
Reports and Correspondence: June-August 1978 (National Archives 
Reference- DEFE 24/1210).

I hope this is helpful.
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Reauest 27 
Could you please send me copies of intelligence and investigation reports 
on allegations and sightings of "UFO’s" (Unidentified flYing objects) 
within the UK and the UK airspace, particularly, but not restricted to, 
Scotland, the outcomes of these investigations / reports and any future 
plans in relations to these allegations / investigations / reports.

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mail of 26 January 2005 in which 
you requested "copies of intelligence and investigation reports on 
allegations and sightings of UFOs with the UK and the UK airspace, 
particularly, but not restricted to, Scotland, the outcomes of these 
investigations/reports and any future plans in relation to these 
allegations/invetigations/reports." Your request has been passed to this 
office as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence about ’UFOs.’

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. We do 
not routinely investigate such reports. Further, these records are not held 
electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order in which they were 
received. Before any of this information can be released personal data 
has to be removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 
Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these records the costs would 
quickly exceed the permitted f600 limit set for compliance with the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided by Section 12 of the 
Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your request. 
If however, if you could be more specific about the information you are 
seeking we may be able to assist you

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980



e
and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under ’UFO’ will take you to this information. We are 
looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005.

I hope this is helpful
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Reauest 28 
I just learned that the British Government (Ministry of Defense) has 
released (declassified) many documents relating to UFOs and Xfiles. I 
would like to obtain some of these documents, but I cannot find the link 
(website). I had found the link a few days ago, but inadvertantly deleted 
it.

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about recently 
released MOD information on UFO sightings. Your requests have been 
passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of 
Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

Some MOD UFO records from the early 1970’s were released at The 
National Archives in January 2005. For details please see The National 
Archives website www.nationalarchives.gov.uk where you can access 
their online catalogue for details. In addition there is information on 
UFOs in the MOD FOI Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk.

I hope this will be helpful.
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Request 29 
1. Please could I have all paperwork regarding the most credible reports 
of a possible visit by extraterrestrial life- forms is one made by an RAF 
pilot and two NCOs at RAF Boulmer in Northumberland.

2. Please could I have all paperwork regarding a British Airways Tri-Star 
on a return flight from Portugal in July 1976 was involved in an incident 
which led to the scrambling of fighter jets (Please see the Independents 
article)

3. Please could I have all paperwork regarding details of the Independent 
article - 
http://news.independent.co. uk/uk/politics/story.j sp ?story=6034 70.

4. Is there any evidence that MOD or the Government making any 
contacts with any UFOs in past 100 years?

5. Has UFOs been in any form of communication to the Government / 
MOD? Any evidence that UFOs has been existed?

6. Has MOD / Government enter any agreements with the UFO?

7. Is there any type of UFOs or are any reports are regarding to the same 
type of the UFOs?

8. If UFO are existed, then would the Government allow the citizens to 
know the information or would they put that as strictly withheld from the 
public?

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about ’unidentified 
flying objects’ . Your request has been passed to this department because 
we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
about UFOs. I will answer your questions / requests in the same order as 
your message.

(1 & 2). The link to The Independent articles mentioned in your message 
is not working, but I am aware that the newspaper has produced two 
articles concerning the release of UFO information. The first of these 
refers to the incidents you mention in paragraph 1 and 2 of your message 
and was written following the release of information at The National 
Archives in January. This information is no longer held by the MOD as it 
is now open for public viewing at The National Archives. Details of how
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to access information at The National Archives can be found on their 
website at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.

(3). The second article in The Independent followed a Freedom of 
Information request for a list of UFO reports received by the MOD. I 
attach a copy of the information given to the newspaper which you may 
find useful. Personal details about the people who made these reports was 
withheld in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. With regard 
to your request for all the paperwork about these reports, I should inform 
you that this information is not held electronically, but these basic details 
were extracted from paper files in order to answer this request. Before 
copies of these reports could be released, they would have to be copied 
and all personal data would have to be removed in accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998. We estimate that to conduct this exercise for 
all of the reports listed here would exceed the permitted f600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and as provided by 
Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply 
with your request. Ifhowever, you wish to be more specific about the 
information you are seeking we may be able to assist you further. In the 
meantime you may wish to be aware that we are compiling a database of 
all the UFO reports we hold and we intend to publish it at the end of June 
in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme, which can be 
found at www.foi.mod.uk.

(4 to 6). The MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of 
’UFO/flying saucer’ matters or to the question of the existence or 
otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms, about which it remains totally 
open-minded. I should add that to date the MOD knows of no evidence 
which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena.

(7). As you will see from the attached list, the UFO sighting reports we 
receive describe objects of various shapes and colours.

(8). This is a hypothetical question as the MOD knows of no evidence 
of the existence of such phenomena.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact this department in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, SWIA 2HB.
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If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, hUp:/ /www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.
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Request 30 
On April 28th 1967 I, along with 100 others including school teachers, 
witnessed a silver UFO pass over Torquay, Devon at appro x 11.30 am. 
The UFO travelled towards Brixham, Devon where it remained stationary 
for approx. 1 hour. The object was observed by the Brixham Coastguards 
which was reported to the RAF in Plymouth. According to report the 
object after remaining stationary over the town proceded to fly off. I feel 
that the HM Coastguards must have made a report of this sighting to the 
authorities, as a matter of procedure.

Under the Information of Freedom Act, I would be very grateful if you 
would look into this matter.

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information about the UFO that 
you witnessed in Devon in 1967 . Your request has been passed to this 
Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for 
correspondence regarding UFOs.

Any surviving information from this period will now be held at The 
National Archives. I should inform you that MOD files on UFOs were 
routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were generally 
preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived before 1967 
and these together with records up to 1977 are now available for viewing. 
The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444. The National 
Archives also have a website giving information about the records they 
hold and how to access them. This can be found on the internet at 
http://www .nationalarchives.go.uk.

I hope this will be helpful.



_’ \ - 0-1- L.OOS - ~ qO’7 - O,":>
Reauest 31 
I would be grateful if you can please send me hard copies of all 
documentation held on the sighting of unidentified flying 
objects(UFOs)flying over or close to U.K. and U.S. military installations 
based on the UK mainland.

Response 
I am writing concerning your request for information regarding reports of 
UFO sightings over or close to UK or US military installations based on 
the UK mainland. Your request has been passed to this Department as we 
are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence 
about UFOs.

This Department currently holds UFO sighting reports and 
correspondence files which contain reports made to the MOD over the 
past 25 years. These reports are filed in the order in which they were 
received and are not segregated by either source or location. It is possible 
that amongst this vast amount of information there may be reports 
relevant to your request, but without examining every one of the hundreds 
(possibly thousands) of reports contained in these files, it is impossible 
for us to identify those of particular interest to you. However, we are 
committed to providing requested information wherever possible, so if 
you would care to specify a period of time (ie 1-2 years) we could 
examine our files for that period and consider the release of copies of any 
relevant documents found.

I hope this is helpful. Please inform me if you wish to proceed with your 
request on this basis.
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Request 33 
Please publish a full list of unexplained sightings of Unidentified Flying 
Objects in this country.

Request later refined to a two year period.

1 st Response (See Annex A) 
I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request about UFO 
sighting reports received by the Ministry of Defence. Thank you for 
refining your request to a two year period of the most recent sightings.

Please see attached details of UFO sightings received for 2004 and those 
received to date in 2005, as requested. Personal data about the people 
who reported these sightings has not been included in accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998. We have recalled our files from Archives 
which contain the reports for 2003 and I will send you similar details as 
soon as these arrive.

I hope this information is helpful. I will write to you again as soon as 
possible with the outstanding information.

2nd Response (See Annex B) 
Further to my e-mail message of 1 February, please find attached the 
remaining information which you requested concerning UFO sighting 
reports the MOD received for sightings in 2003. I apologise for the delay 
in sending this information.

With regard to your subsequent e-mail in which you requested further 
details about those who made these reports, I should inform you that we 
do not request information about the sex, occupation or age of those 
reporting these sightings. Often it is obvious what sex the witness is by 
their name, but we do not keep statistics on how many reports are 
received from men and how many from women. Some people will give 
details of their occupation if they think it may be relevant and where these 
have been supplied for the reports made in 2003, I have included them in 
the attached table. For those reports supplied with my last e-mail, only 
one gave their occupation and that was for 19 July 2004 from Wellford, 
Berkshire which was supplied by staff working for a Newspaper. With 
regard to the ages of witnesses, it is very unusual for people to give their 
age when making a report.

You also asked about the circumstances in which the sightings were made 
and what the MOD said about them. It may be helpful if I explain that



e
the MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of ’UFO/flYing 
saucer’ matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of 
extraterrestriallifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. I 
should add that to date the MOD knows of no evidence which 
substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. Reports of ’UFO’ 
sightings we receive are examined solely to establish whether what was 
seen might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is any 
evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace might have been 
compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is 
evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external 
source, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported 
sighting. We believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as 
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not 
the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification 
service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on 
investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit. None of the 
reports received during the period of your request for information have 
been considered to be of defence concern.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your 
requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of 
this request, then you should contact this office in the first instance. 
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review 
by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD 
Main Building, Whitehall, London SWIA 2HB.
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Reauest 

33 - Annex A

UFO siahtina 

reports 

received 

bv 

the 

MOD

2005 Date

Time

Town 

I 

Village

County

Brief 

Description 

of 

Sighting

14-Jan-05

00:24

Leeds

West 

Yorkshire

Two 

bright 

lights, 

round, 

and 

orange 

in 

colour.

14-Jan-05

St 

Clements

A 

bright 

light 

was 

seen 

heading 

towards 

the 

earth 

through 

the

Cornwall

clouds.

15-Jan-05

23:15

Stoke-on- 

Trent

Staffordshire

Just 

said 

it 

was 
a 

flying 

saucer.

Chatteris

Cambridaeshire

Just 

said 

that 

it 

was 
a 

sighting.

Whitstable

Kent

Strange 

lights 

were 

seen 

in 

the 

sky.

2004 Date

Time

Town I 

Villa 

e

02-Jan-04

04:30

A r

09-Jan-04

14:00

Market 

Harborou 

h

09-Jan-04

22:30

Thaxted

12-Jan-04

16:30

Huddersfield

27 -Jan-04

21:00

Peterborou 

h

27-Jan-04

23:08

Retford

28-Jan-04

18:30

Peterborou

28-Jan-04

18.15

Billin sle

04-Feb-04

06:15

Grosmont

North 

Yorkshire

08-Feb-04

21:45

EI

Cambrid 

eshire
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Two 

objects, 

described 

as 
a 
fast 

pair 

of 

speeding 

lights 

- very

11-Feb-04

21:05

Holbeach

Lincolnshire

fast 

bright 

light.

18-Feb-04

16:02

Rhyl

ClwYd

Larae 

black 

obiect 

over 

Rhyl.

Yellow 

light 

in 

a 

circular 

formation. 

The 

flash 

shot 

across 

the 

sky

01-Mar-04

20:00

Lowestoft

Suffolk

and 

the 

lights 

went 

out.

17-Mar-04

20:20

Edinburah

Lothian

Fast 

movina 

briaht 

liaht.

Large 

ball 

of 

light. 

Looked 

like 

a 

rocket. 

No 

sound 

generally, 

but

25-Mar-04

22:10

Leighton 

Buzzard

Bedfordshire

at 

times, 

a 

slight 

whirring 

sound.

Saw 

the 

object 

at 

17:30 

Sri 

Lankan 

time. 

The 

object 

looked 

like

a 
ring 

doughnut 

and 

was 

orange 

and 

had 

other 

rings 

of 

colour

27-Mar-04

Sri 

Lanka

surroundina 

it 

too.

02-Apr-04

12:30

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

One 

sphere.

09-Apr-04

17:57

Greater 

Chesterford

Essex

60ft 

long 

symmetrical 

object.

Just 

said 

it 

was 

an 

object. 

That 

it 

was 

flying 

over 

very 

fast 

and

09-Apr-04

19:30

Dimchurch

Kent

then 

disappeared.

Saw 
a 

UFO, 

with 

a 

cluster 

of 

four 

bright 

lights 

in 

a 
ring 

shape 

on

it. 
Three 

beams 

of 

white 

light 

shone 

upwards 

and 

then

11-Apr-04

20:43

Seaforth

Merseyside

disappeared.

14-Apr-04

10:30

Wellinaborouah

Northants

A 

round 

obiect 

was 

flvina 

overhead 

at 
a 

very 

fast 

speed.

Looked 

like 

a 

Jellyfish 

flying 

in 

the 

sky. 

May 

have 

had 

two 

bright

14-Apr-04

20:27

Honley

West 

Yorkshire

lights 

on 

the 

side 

of 

the 

obiect.

15-Apr-04

22:20

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

Yellow 

sphere. 

Very 

bright.

16-Apr-04

22:40

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

Yellow 

sphere.

16-Apr-04

22:55

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

Yellow 

sphere.

Two 

objects 

travelling 

together. 

They 

climbed 

at 

an 

incredible

19-Apr-04

22:10

Filey

North 

Yorkshire

speed, 

and 

headed 

south 

down 

the 

coast.

The 

object 

looked 

like 

a 

boomerang 

and 

was 

stationary 

over 

a

22-Apr-04

16:30

Goole

East 

Yorkshire

power 

station. 

An 

aircraft 

was 

circlina 

the 

obiect.

22-Apr-04

Queensbury

West 

Yorkshire

Just 

said 

an 

object.

25-Apr-04

08:50

Primrose 

Hill

London

The 

obiect 

was 
a 

rectanale 

shaDe 

with 

a 

white 

light.

Four 

bright 

lights, 

plus 

the 

outer 

circle 

of 

the 

round 

object, 

had

29-Apr-04

22:30

Derby

Derbyshire

eiaht 

liahts 

aoina 

round 

in 

a 

clockwise 

direction.

05-May-04

23:10

Kings 

Lynn

Norfolk

A 

bright, 

pulsing-spider 

looking 

object.
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10-Mav-04

22:45

Storth

Cum 

bria

Looked 

like 

a 

briaht 

star 

and 

was 

movina 

around 

like 

a 

kite.

10-Mav-04

22:47

West 

Kilbride

Avrshire

Two 

yellow 

spheres, 

ooino 

at 
a 

tremendous 

speed.

14-Mav-04

03:10

Leeds

West 

Yorkshire

A 

very 

bright 

liaht 

and 

also 

saw 

strobe 

liahts 

near 

the 

briaht 

liaht.

15-Mav-04

West 

Kilbride

Avrshire

Two 

spheres.

17 -May-04

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

One 

sphere.

19-Mav-04

23:20

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

Large 

bright 

sphere.

The 

witness 

had 

seen 

the 

object 

so 

clearly, 

that 

grooves 

and

20-Mav-04

09:43

Surrey

windows 

could 

be 

seen 

and 

no 

room 

for 

humans 

to 

fit 

within 

it.

20-Mav-04

11 :15

Nelson

Lancashire

The 

obiect 

was 

white 

in 

colour 

and 

’chewy 

mint’ 

shaped.

20-Mav-04

13:30

Skipton

North 

Yorkshire

Looked 

like 

a 

liaht, 

transparent 

rina.

Two 

objects 

were 

both 

an 

orange 

colour 

and 

were 

disc 

shaped.

22-MaY-04

23:50

They 

looked 

like 

aircraft 

without 

winos 

and 

were 

very 

silent.

25-Mav-04

17:00

Paionton

Devon

Long 

single, 

black 

cylinder 

type 

obiect 

about 

200ft 

lona.

25-Mav-04

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

One 

sphere.

30-MaY-04

12:15

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

Five 

bright 

spheres 

flvina 

beside 

each 

other.

The 

object 

was 
a 

bright 

light 

and 

it 

was 

flashing 

and 

making

01-Jun-04

00:00

Hamilton

Lanarkshire

engine 

noises.

One 

object 

with 

a 

bright, 

white 

flashing 

light, 

and 

was 

making

02-Jun-04

00:35

Hamilton

Lanarkshire

engine 

noises.

Object 

looked 

like 

a 

comet 

at 

first, 

was 

quite 

bright 

and 

got

02-Jun-04

01:00

Hayes

Middlesex

lighter 

as 
it 

grew 

biaaer.

04-Jun-04

21:07

Coventry

West 

Midlands

One 

lona, 

black, 

cioar 

shaped 

obiect.

05-Jun-04

Wellinaborough

Northants

A 

black 

’UFO’ 

was 

seen 

flvina 

over 

a 

Methodist 

Church.

14-Jun-04

09:30

Rushden

Northants

A 

’UFO’ 

was 

followina 

an 

airliner.

One 

object, 

about 

70ft 

long, 

with 

brilliant 

bright 

lights. 

The 

object

14-Jun-04

23:15

Bridaend

changed 

shape, 

iust 

before 

the 

sioht 

was 

lost.

21-Jun-04

17:55

Oldham

Greater 

Manchester

One 

long, 

black, 

ciaar 

shaped 

obiect.

Object 

was 

extremely 

large, 

completely 

circular 

and 

the 

lights 

on

13-Jul-04

01:00

Winchmore 

Hill

London

it 

were 

pulsatina 

different 

colours.

Bright 

yellow 

light, 

low 

level, 

appeared 

from 

nowhere 

for 

about

14-Jul-04

23:10

Corby

Northants

ten 

seconds.

19-Jul-04

22:20

Wellford

Berkshire

Ball 

of 

flames 

with 

a 

solid 

underneath, 

the 

flames 

went 

out 

and
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came 

on 

again, 

and 

then 

plummeted 

to 

earth.

28-Jul-04

Lynton nr 

Exmoor

Devon

The 

object 

looks 

like 

a 
big 

white 

triangle 

on 

the 

horizon.

Three 

very 

strange, 

bright 

orange 

objects, 

which 

were 

quite

31-Jul-04

22:45

Shepton 

Mallet

Somerset

large 

and 

going 

in 

an 

upward 

direction.

Strange 

looking 

object, 

bigger 

than 

an 

aircraft, 

it 

had 

mesh

around 

it 

and 

red, 

blue, 

green 

and 

yellow 

lights 

around 

the

07 -Aug-04

04:30

Chingford

London

outside.

07 -Aug-04

Greenside

Newcastle 

upon 

Tvne

Onlv 

reported 

as 

alien 

sightings 

above 

the 

house.

16-Aug-04

23:35

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

Five 

spheres 

spotted, 

flying 

together.

29-Aug-04

03:05

Loughton

Essex

The 

object 

was 

white, 

hazy 

and 

round, 

and 

there 

was 

no 

noise.

01-Sep-04

15:55

Glossop

Derbyshire

Silver 

disc.

The 

object 

was 

very 

bright 

and 

was 

of 

large 

proportions. 

Large

02-Sep-04

23:50

Deal

Kent

in 

velocity.

The 

object 

was 
a 

black 

cylinder 

rectangle 

shape 

and 

was 

the

size 

of 
a 

house. 

One 

minute 

the 

colour 

was 

black 

and 

then

04-Sep-04

14:30

White Hill

East 

Hampshire

changed 

to 
a 

silver 

colour.

An 

object 

was 

seen 

the 

size 

of 
a 
ten 

pence 

piece. 

It 

had 

a

05-Sep-04

10:24

Birmingham

West 

Midlands

domed 

top 

and 

bottom. 

Was 

metallic 

in 

appearance.

The 

object 

was 
a 

bright 

light 

at 

first 

and 

then 

looked 

like 

a 
box

05-Sep-04

15:20

Barry

South 

Glamorgan

kite. 

There 

was 

no 

sound, 

wings 

or 

fuselage.

Two 

silvery 

objects, 

they 

were 

pulling 

apart 

and 

moving 

together

07 -Sep-04

11 :30

Holvwell

Flintshire

and 

they 

left 

vapour 

trails 

as 

they 

were 

moving.

Large 

flash 

of 

light 

which 

turned 

into 

a 

grey 

object 

descending

08-Sep-04

20:15

Cardiff

South 

Glamorgan

over 

Cardiff 

bay, 

with 

trailing 

smoke 

behind 

it.

09-Sep-04

23:20

Dumfries

Dumfries 

& 

Galloway

Spotted 

strange 

lights 

over 

the 

town.

The 

object 

looked 

like 

a 

great 

bright 

light 

and 

was 

really 

intense,

16-Sep-04

03:50

Iwerne 

Minster

Somerset

like 

a 
big 

ball 

of 

fire, 

rapidly 

moving 

towards 

the 

ground.

20-Sep-04

22:00

Lutterworth

Leicestershire

Flashing 

lights.

Looked 

like 

a 
big 

ball 

of 

fire 

coming 

down 

from 

the 

sky 

with 

a 
tail

24-Sep-04

06:30

Devizes

Wiltshire

and 

sparks 

com 

ing 

off 

of 

the 

end 

of 
it.

24-Sep-04

06:30

Newport

Dyfed/South 

Wales

One 

object 

that 

looked 

like 

a 

disc, 

with 

a 
tail 

and 

was 

shiny.

Saw 
a 
big 

orange 

disc 

going 

from 

East 

to 

West. 

Said 

the 

object

24-Sep-04

Swindon

Wiltshire

was 

totally 

silent 

and 

moving 

quite 

slowly.



.

30-Sep-04

21:10

Porchester

Hampshire

Just 

mentioned 

a 

sighting.

The 

object 

looked 

like 

a 

wide 

test 

tube 

shape, 

that 

moved 

from

10-0ct-04

10:15

Strath 

Bongo/Glasgow

Strathclyde

the 

South 

East.

Bright 

orange/red 

colour 

object, 

rapidly 

and 

randomly 

changing

10-0ct-04

22:15

Colchester

Essex

direction, 

from 

East 

to 

West.

The 

object 

was 
a 

round 

sphere 

like 

the 

moon 

and 

it 

had 

green

11-0ct-04

02:35

Preston

Lancashire

and 

red 

flashing 

lights 

and 

was 

very 

noisy.

12-0ct-04

20:07

Dumfries

Dumfries 

& 

Galloway

Strange 

lights 

over 

the 

town.

18-0ct-04

Wimbledon

London

A 
few 

obiects.

06-Nov-04

21:25

Driffield

East 

Yorkshire

The 

object 

had 

three 

to 

four 

different 

colour 

lights.

The 

object 

was 

very 

bright 

like 

the 

sun, 

and 

it 

looked 

like 

the

size 

of 
a 

space 

hopper! 

Had 

flames 

coming 

off 

of 

it, 

so 
it 

could

09-Nov-04

Warmington

Northants

have 

been 

a 

meteorite! 

Now 

says 

probably 

was!

The 

object 

was 

the 

size 

of 
a 

round 

beach 

ball 

and 

black. 

Looked

disc 

shaped 

when 

it 

became 

stationary 

in 

the 

sky. 

Had 

no

11-Nov-04

14:15

IIford

Essex

wings.
The 

object 

was 
a 

silver 

disc, 

with 

solar 

panels, 

but 

turned 

out 

to

19-Nov-04

08:02

Douglas

Isle 

of 

Man

be 

an 

ATR 

42 

- twin 
propeller, 

Euromanx 

aeroplane.

Witnessed 

at 

least 

25 

yellow 

spheres, 

flying 

in 

groups 

of 

five,

26-Nov-04

21:00

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

flying 

North 

over 

West 

Kilbride.

A 

group 

of 

lights 

were 

seen 

and 

then 

a 

buzzing 

noise 

was

29-Nov-04

17:15

Wellingborough

Northants

heard.
Ball 

of 

fire, 

with 

a 
tail 

five 

to 

seven 

times 

the 

diameter 

of 

the 

ball.

10-Dec-04

17:25

Broxburn/Edinburgh

Lothian

Bright 

orange 

with 

a 

weaker 

orange 

tail. 

Meteorite?

15-Dec-04

08:30

Lisburn/Belfast

County 

Antrim

Three 

bright 

lights 

moving 

in 

the 

sky.

27-Dec-04

17:15

Wellingborough

Northants

A 

’UFO’ 

was 

seen, 

and 

then 

it 

changed 

into 

a 

bright 

light.

Three 

to 

four 

discs, 

that 

looked 

oval 

shape 

when 

the 

discs

moved 

to 

the 

side. 

Moved 

in 

a 

triangular 

formation 

across 

the

Leicester

Leicestershire

sky. Two 

objects 

flying 

around 

the 

sky 

for 

about 

two 

hours, 

and 

that

Letchworth

Bedfordshire

they 

were 

going 

quite 

slow. 

(Seen 

in 

December 

’04).
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Reauest 

33 - Annex 

B

Date

Time

Town 

I 

Village

County

Brief 

Description 

of 

sighting

Occupation

04-Jan-03

21:15

St Clares, 

Nr 

Carmarthen

Dvfed

White 

object 

with 

vivid 

flashing 

green, 

blue 

and 

red 

lights.

One 

object 

with 

a 

very 

bright 

light 

like 

an 

aircraft’s 

landing

04-Jan-03

19:20

Nr 

Benbecula 

Airport

light, 

with 

a 

smaller 

dimmer 

liaht 

on 

tOD 

of 

the 

bright 

light.

Senior 

Air 

Traffic 

Controller

Three 

silver 

or 

white 

balls 

in 

the 

sky, 

joined 

by 

another 

two.

06-Jan-03

15:00

Huddersfield

West 

Yorkshire

Quite 

large. 

Travelling 

in 

a 
line.

One 

bright 

white 

object, 

hovering 

at 

first, 

then 

moving

07 -Jan-03

21:26

BlackDool

Lancashire

Quickly.
Changing 

shape. 

Strong 

blue, 

green 

and 

red 

lights

08-Jan-03

22:00

Coaltown 

of 

Balaonie

Fife

pulsating 

lights. 

Jumbo 

Jet 

sized.

Looked 

like 

a 

satellite 

re-entering, 

moving 

across 

the 

sky,

10-Jan-03

03:00

Brighton

Sussex

then 

shot 

off 

like 

a 

shootina 

star.

Two 

aircraft 

type 

objects 

flying 

next 

to 

each 

other. 

Both 

had

10-Jan-03

Stirling

Scotland

vapour 

trails.

Lights, 

that 

were 

formed 

in 

a 

worm 

shape, 

wriggling 

around

10-Jan-03

01:00

East 

Dulwich

London

in 

the 

sky.

Oblong 

in 

shape 

with 

three 

vertical 

flashing 

lights, 

red,

11-Jan-03

23:45

Bridgnorth

Salop

yellow 

and 

green, 

all 

flashina 

at 

the 

same 

time.

Distant 

object 

moving 

from 

side 

to 

side. 

Bright 

light, 

brighter

13-Jan-03

07:40

Dunkeld

Tavside

than 

any 

star. 

Went 

dim 

from 

time 

to 

time.

A 

large 

round 

disc, 

slightly 

smaller 

than 

the 

moon. 

Creamy

15-Jan-03

22:10

Cowbridge

South 

Glamorgan

white 

then 

chanaed 

areen.

19-Jan-03

18:03

Stonehaven

GramDian

Three 

bright 

lights 

forming 

a 

triangle. 

Hovering 

not 

moving.

25-Jan-03

19:08

Chester

Cheshire

Twelve 

bright 

liahts 

movina 

from 

side 

to 

side.

Two 

triangular 

shaped 

objects, 

flying 

in 

perfect

syncronisation. 

Low 

humming 

noise 

- not 
like 

a 

normal

29-Jan-03

18:15

Wolverham 

Dton

West 

Midlands

commercial 

airliner.

RAF 

Personnel

Bright 

light 

lit 

up 

the 

curtains, 

and 

for 

a 

split 

second

appeared 

to 

be 

heading 

for 

the 

window. 

Followed 

by 
a 
loud

03-Feb-03

Leyland

Lancashire

bang.

16-Feb-03

17:20

Birmingham

West 

Midlands

Object 

seen. 

Static.



.

19-Feb-03

18:30

Huntindon

Cam 

bridaeshire

Like 

a 

shooting 

star 

fallina 

to 

the 

around.

A 

circular 

bright 

light 

- three 
arms 

on 

the 

object, 

(not

21-Feb-03

10:30

Penryn

Cornwall

rotatina), 

in 

the 

middle 

of 
it 

was 
a 
red 

liQht.

25-Feb-03

23:00

Southfields

London

Object, 

not 
a 

plane, 

not 

on 

fliaht 

path 

and 

not 
a 

star.

Two 

large 

white 

objects, 

close 

together, 

looked 

like 

jets 

or

01-Mar-03

Northampton

Northamptonshire

refuellinQ 

planes. 

Goina 

at 

iet 

speed.

02-Mar-03

15:54

Pontypridd

Mid-Glamoraan

Strange 

object, 

silver 

and 

shaped 

like 

a 

dart.

11-Mar-03

21:50

Wellingborouah

Northam 

ptonshire

An 

obiect 

hiah 

UD 

in 

the 

skv.

A 

very 

large 

delta 

shaped 

formation 

of 

steady 

red 

lights 

- no

30-Mar-03

20:00

Aldershot

Hampshire

noise.

30-Mar-03

Glastonburv

Somerset

LiQhts 

in 

the 

sky.

Two 

silver 

objects 

that 

were 

stationary 

in 

the 

sky. 

One

31-Mar-03

09:20

London

seemed 

to 

be 

closer 

than 

the 

other.

Massive 

object, 

about 

the 

size 

of 

two 

football 

pitches,

05-Apr-03

03:58

trianaular 

shape. 

Took 

off 

very 

fast.

One 

craft 

with 

three 

yellow 

lights 

on 

portside 

and 

three 

red

lights 

on 

starboard 

side. 

Shape 

was 

between 

circular 

and

07-Apr-03

02:30

Falmouth

Cornwall

triangular 

or 

Delta 

wina 

size.

A 

Captain 

& 
a 

First 

Officer

11-Apr-03

22:21

Stansted 

Airport

Essex

A 

ball 

of 

fire, 

very 

briaht, 

with 

no 

colour.

of 
a 

civilian 

aircraft.

A 

ball 

of 

light, 

with 

no 

colour, 

passed 

under 

an 

aircraft, 

front

23-Apr-03

18:15

Heathrow 

Airport

London

to 

back, 

very 

fast.

24-ADr-03

Shepherds 

Bush

London

Crafts 

coming 

down 

from 

behind 

the 

clouds.

Saw 
a 

black 

triangle 

flying 

quite 

fast 

and 

silently, 

through

05-Mav-03

18:30

the 

sky 

in 

a 
sin 

ale 

direction.

13-May-03

17:45

Belfast

Northern 

Ireland

Two 

objects 

that 

looked 

like 

stars.

The 

object 

was 

high 

and 

bright 

and 

had 

no 

anti-collision

25-Mav-03

23:00

Sandyford

Lanarkshire

liahts.

25-MaY-03

23:05

Kilmacolm

Strathclyde

Large 

bright 

light.

Huge 

white 

ball 

that 

was 

glowing. 

Looked 

like 

a 

flying

25-Mav-03

23:20

St. 

Leonards

East 

Kilbride

iellyfish.

28-Mav-03

07:50

Great 

Yarmouth

Norfolk

The 

object 

was 

saucer 

shaDed.

30-Mav-03

23:25

Kingston-upon-Hull

Humberside

A 

briaht 

light 

in 

the 

sky.

31-Mav-03

21:00

Gateshead

Tyne 

and 

Wear

Black 

orb 

with 

five 

or 

six 

tassels 

underneath 

it.

08-Jun-03

17:00

WellinQborouah

Northamptonshire

White 

cylindrical 

obiect 

movina 

very 

fast 

UP 

into 

the 

sky.
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Silver 

object 

as 

bright 

as 
a 

star, 

changed 

from 

a 

cylinder 

to

09-Jun-03

06:40

Isleworth

London

a 

crescent 

moon 

shape, 

with 

red 

and 

silver 

stripes.

Very 

big 

red 

light 

balls 

hovering. 

One 

red 

light 

hung 

smaller

14-Jun-03

21:35

Llandrindod 

Wells

PowyS

and 

then 

dropped 

out.

Cylinder 

shaped 

object, 

with 

faint 

stars 

around 

it. 

Thought 

it

14-Jun-03

15:39

Waltham 

stow

London

was 

metal, 

as 

liaht 

was 

shinina 

off 

of 
it.

14-Jun-03

06:00

Girton

Cambridgeshire

Small 

circular 

obiect. 

Blue 

and 

white 

translucent.

20-Jun-03

08:35

Kent

A 

string 

of 

two 

sets 

of 

two 

liahts.

A 

doughnut 

shaped 

object 

was 

spotted 

moving 

from 

left 

to

right, 

side 

to 

side. 

One 

side 

was 

shiny 

and 

reflective, 

and

21-Jun-03

16:43

Richmond

London

the 

other 

black.

Just 

said 

something 

was 

seen 

for 

three 

seconds. 

(Didn’t

21-Jun-03

12:32

Wimbledon

London

specify).

The 

object 

was 
a 

silvery 

white 

colour 

and 

non 

reflective 

in

26-Jun-03

16:28

Melksham

Wiltshire

the 

sunshine.

Orange 

lights 

moving 

as 
a 

group 

in 

a 

circular 

motion.

28-Jun-03

23:22

Glastonburv

Somerset

Moved 

slowly 

alona.

A 

stationary 

triangular 

object 

was 

seen. 

The 

object

08-Jul-03

20:00

Hereford

Herefordshire

remained 

stationary 

for 

about 

30 

minutes 

at 

Quite 

a 

heiaht.

MOD 

Police

Two 

round 

objects 

with 

legs, 

which 

were 

black 

and

12-Jul-03

22:05

Rhonda

Mid-Glamorgan

spinning.

13-Jul-03

Wellinaborouah

Northants

Saw 
a 

ball 

of 

liaht 

in 

the 

skv.

13-Jul-03

20:30

Winterley

Cheshire

Appeared 

like 

a 

star, 

possiblv 

a 

balloon.

Saw 

the 

biggest 

white 

light 

that 

the 

witness 

had 

ever 

seen

14-Jul-03

21:30

Northamptonshire

before. 

It 

shot 

off 

across 

the 

skv 

and 

then 

disappeared.

Assumed 

object 

to 

be 
a 

shooting 

star 

at 

first. 

No 

trail

15-Jul-03

03:25

Bermondsey

London

behind.
Disc 

like 

object, 

moving 

in 

the 

sky 

slowly, 

poised 

once 

and

15-Jul-03

21:40

Galston on 

Sea

Norfolk

headed 

in 

a 
NE 

direction.

15-Jul-03

00:30

Malvern

Worcestershire

One 

liaht 

was 

seen. 

Erratic 

movement 

and 

stationary.

Bright 

white 

star 

like 

light. 

Moved 

from 

side 

to 

side, 

up 

and

20-Jul-03

23:05

Bridlington

East 

Yorkshire

down 

and 

in 

circles.

22-Jul-03

Bridlinaton

East 

Yorkshire

Silver 

or 

white 

obiect. 

Moved 

at 

an 

unbelievable 

speed.

27-Jul-03

18:00

Gravesend

Kent

Silver 

ball 

UP 

in 

the 

skv 

for 

about 

an 

hour. 

Disappeared 

and
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then 

returned 

aaain 

about 

an 

hour 

later.

04-Aua-03

21:00

Wellinaborouah

Northants

A 

brilliant 

oranae 

ball 

of 

liaht 

seen 

2000ft 

UD 

in 

the 

sky.

A 

star 

shaped 

object. 

Witness 

watched 

for 

a 
few 

minutes,

08-Aua-03

22:35

West 

Kilbride

Avrshire

then 

it 

dropped 

from 

the 

sky 

like 

a 

bomb.

10-Aua-03

23:15

West 

Kilbride

Ayrshire

Could 

see 
a 
few 

round 

spheres.

Round 

football 

shaped. 

Flashing 

lights-multi 

coloured. 

The

13-Aua-03

22:55

Maestea

Mid-Glamoraan

liahts 

were 

on 

tOD 

then 

moved 

around 

the 

obiect.

Unusual 

object, 

with 

flashing 

lights 

but 

not 

like 

aircraft

14-Aua-03

18:00

Southfleet

Kent

lights, 

more 

like 

reflections 

from 

the 

sun. 

No 

trail.

Very 

bright 

white 

light, 

bigger 

than 

a 

star, 

but 

quickly

14-Aua-03

23:57

Worcester

Worcestershire

diminishina 

in 

size 

until 

it 

comDletelv 

disappeared.

14-Aua-03

23:09

NewDort

Gwent

Orange 

circular 

obiect 

seen. 

Staved 

stationary.

16-Aua-03

21:00

Amesburv

Wiltshire

Flvina 

saucer 

shaDed 

obiect.

17 -Aua-03

23:45

Bonnvbridae

Central

Just 

a 

sighting. 

No 

details 

aiven.

Object 

with 

two 

white 

lights 

with 

one 

red 

and 

one 

orange 

in

19-Aua-03

23:30

St Seithins

Perthshire

the 

middle, 

both 

flashina.

Cigar 

shaped, 

grey 

in 

colour 

with 

domed 

ends, 

was 

silent

21-Aua-03

14:00

Lincoln

Lincolnshire

and 

very 

slow.

A 

helium 

type 

balloon, 

size 

of 
a 

moon, 

with 

flashing 

blue

and 

red 

lights, 

moving 

north 

along 

the 

line 

of 

the 

A38 

over

27 -Aua-03

23:00

Worcester

Worcestershire

the 

area 

south 

of 

Worcester.

03-SeD-03

21:35

Wellinaborouah

Northamptonshire

An 

oranae 

ball 

seen 

about 

2000ft 

UD 

in 

the 

sky.

Six 

lights 

that 

split, 

at 

one 

point 

becoming 

eight 

lights.

04-SeD-03

23:40

T odm orden

West 

Yorkshire

Orange 

and 

red 

in 

colour.

Two 

circular 

objects, 

about 

half 

the 

apparent 

size 

of 

the

Senior 

Curator/Royal

13-Sep-03

21:40

Heckmondwike

West 

Yorkshire

moon. 

Very 

dull 

vellow.

Armouries 

Museum

Greater

13-SeD-03

22:40

Manchester

Manchester

Round, 

white 

liahts 

in 

the 

sky.

Bright 

as 

Mars. 

White 

light. 

Dim. 

Moved 

in 

a 

South 

East

13-SeD-03

20:15

Great 

Yarmouth

Norfolk

direction.

Two 

small, 

star 

size 

objects, 

much 

darker 

orange 

or 

rust

17 -SeD-03

20:45

Northampton

Northam 

ptonshire

colour, 

followed 

bv 

another 

two 

doina 

manoeuvres.

One 

object. 

White 

brilliant 

light, 

flickering 

yellow 

and 

red.

Extremely 

brighter 

than 

other 

stars 

around 

it. 

Moving 

from

17 -SeD-03

21:00

Northolt

London

side 

to 

side.
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Triangular 

object, 

copper 

coloured. 

Hovered 

over 

the 

house

18-Sep-03

03:00

Wimbledon

London

for 

about 

a 

minute 

then 

disappeared.

Ashby De 

La 

Launde, 

Nr

19-5eo-03

22:30

Digby

Lincolnshire

A 

obiect 

spinnina 

above 

a 

house.

22-Seo-03

Hove

East 

Sussex

A 
red 

unidentified 

flYing 

obiect, 

definitely 

not 

an 

aeroplane.

An 

unusual 

object, 

falling 

from 

a 

cloud, 

like 

it 

was 

burning,

24-Sep-03

19:25

Barry

South 

Glamorgan

Very 

fast. 

Was 

viewed 

for 

five 

minutes.

Two 

pairs 

of 

objects 

that 

were 

not 

recognisable 

as 

aircraft

24-Seo-03

20:45

Northam 

oton

Northam 

ptonshire

and 

were 

purple 

in 

colour.

14-0ct-03

06:56

WhitneY

Oxfordshire

Very 

large 

obiect 

with 

flashina 

liahts.

Two 

objects 

travelling 

side 

by 

side 

overhead. 

Dull 

red 

in

26-0ct-03

21:06

North 

Wirral

Merseyside

colour.

Assistant 

Secretary/RAF

05-Nov-03

16:30

Southbound 

on 

the 

A 
11

Two 

bright 

lights 

in 

the 

skv.

Dependants 

Fund

There 

were 

20-30 

red 

flashing 

lights 

in 

the 

sky

Police 

Officers/Police

17 -Nov-03

02:25

Brom ley

Kent

accompanied 

by 

a 

whirrina 

noise.

helicooter 

crew

25-Nov-03

14:25

Wem

Shropshire

A 

strange 

bright 

oranae/red 

light 

in 

the 

sky.

01-Dec-03

Woodbridge

Suffolk

An 

unusual 

aircraft, 

but 

with 

stranae 

liahts.

Nothing 

was 

seen, 

but 

a 
loud 

noise 

was 

heard, 

like 

a

02-Dec-03

01:20

Avlesburv

Buckinahamshire

balloon 

letting 

out 

air.

A 

loud 

noise 

like 

a 
hot 

air 

balloon 

was 

heard, 

but 

nothing

02-Dec-03

01:30

Thame

Oxfordshire

was 

seen.

Newspaper 

Editor

The 

object 

was 

black/dark 

with 

lights 

along 

the 

side 

and 

a

weird 

strobe 

light. 

Was 

about 

60 

ft 

across. 

Very 

high 

in 

the

17-Dec-03

19:15

Wokingham

Berkshire

sky.
A 

steady 

bright 

light 

in 

the 

sky 

resembling 

the 

front 

of 
a

29-Dec-03

01:50

Nr Barnton 

Park

Edinburgh

helicopter.

(Seen 

for 

six 

weeks 

- 
Feb/March 

2003). 

Two 

strange 

lights

Ashburton

Devon

in 

the 

sky.

(Seen 

for 

three 

weeks 

in 

Feb 

2003). 

Very 

bright 

white 

light

with 

five 

other 

lights 

around 

it, 

that 

were 

moving. 

Looked

Wellinaborouah

Northam 

ptonshire

like 

a 

barrage 

balloon 

from 

World 

War 

2.

(Seen 

2003). 

17 

spaceships. 

V 

shaped, 

oblong, 

wings 

and

Wigan

Lancashire

different 

colours. 

Could 

see 

areen 

aliens 

with 

cream
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Request 34 
Could you please supply me with information about reported UFO 
sightings / alien abduction in Lincolnshire over the past five years. I 
would like to see copies of log books / reports made about the sightings 
together with reports from any resulting inquiries /investigations. I 
understand I am entitled to this information under the Freedom of 
Information Act.
Response 
I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for 
information about reported UFO sightings / alien abduction in 
Lincolnshire over the past five years. Your request has been passed to 
this department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence 
for correspondence about UFOs.

This department holds details of UFO sightings reported to the MOD and 
public correspondence about UFOs (some of which also contains sighting 
reports) spanning a 25 year period. These records are not held 
electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order in which they were 
received. They are not segregated by source or location. It is possible that 
amongst these documents there are reports from Lincolnshire, but in order 
to gather the information you are seeking, a manual search of 23 paper 
files would be required. It has been assessed that the cost of such an 
exercise would exceed the permitted f600 limit set for compliance with 
the Freedom of Information Act and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, 
the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your request.

You may wish to be aware, however, that in order to assist members of 
the public with enquiries about UFO sightings reported to the MOD, this 
department is currently compiling a database of reports which we intend 
to publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005. The Scheme can be found on the internet at 
http://www.foi.mod.uk. You may wish to wait until this is published as 
this might answer your enquiry in full. In the meantime, we could assist 
you with the information you are seeking if you reduce or refine your 
request to allow a limited search of records and to bring the cost of 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act under the permitted 
limit. I suggest this would equate to records spanning a one or two year 
period. Please contact me if you require further advice and assistance on 
refining your request.

If you are dissatisfied with this decision or wish to complain about any 
aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the
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undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then 
you may apply for an internal review by contacting the Director of 
Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, 
London, SWIA 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of 
Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the 
Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the 
Commissioner’s website, http://www .informationcommissioner.gov. uk.
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Request 36 
To ask the Ministry of Defence for a list of records detailing the plans 
held by the MoD for dealing with the arrival of extra-terrestrials.

Response 
I am writing in response to your Freedom of Information request of 4th 
January 2005, concerning records of Ministry of Defence plans for 
dealing with extraterrestrials (Your Reference: rw/et). I have been passed 
your request, as this Department is the focal point for correspondence 
concerning ’unidentified flYing objects’.

The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of 
’UFO/flYing saucer’ matters or to the question of the existence or 
otherwise of extraterrestriallifeforms. While we remain open-minded, to 
date the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of 
these alleged phenomena and therefore has no plans for dealing with such 
a situation.

If you are interested in information currently available on UFOs please 
look at the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at 
www.foi.mod.uk and The National Archives website at 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk..
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Request 37 
Is it true that the MOD possess declassified information about 
unidentified object appearances / incidents in the United Kingdom?

Also with regards to the new Freedom of Information Act, which took 
effect this month, if the above is true, can I be sent a PDF file of the 
declassified information from the MOD?

Response 
I am writing with reference to your e-mails of 25 & 27 January 2005 in 
which you requested "copies of declassified information about 
unidentified object appearances/incidents in the United Kingdom" . Your 
request has been passed to this office as we are the focal point within the 
Ministry of Defence for correspondence about ’UFOs.’

I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings 
reported to the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of 
which also contain sighting reports) spanning a 25 year period. These 
records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the order 
in which they were received. Before any of this information can be 
released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these 
records the costs would quickly exceed the permitted f600 limit set for 
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as provided 
by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to 
comply with your request. If however, if you could be more specific 
about the information you are seeking we may be able to assist you

In the meantime, you may wish to be aware that there is already some 
information about UFOs available for public viewing. MOD files on 
UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were 
generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived 
before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now available 
for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or by telephone on 020 8876 3444. 
The National Archives also have a website giving information about the 
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the 
internet at http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk. The Ministry of Defence 
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents 
relating to the well known events in Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in 1980 
and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party in 1951. These 
can be accessed via the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search in 
the Scheme under ’UFO’ will take you to this information. We are
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looking to see if further information can be made available to the public 
and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to 
publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at the 
end of June 2005.

I hope this is helpful.

- -~
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DATE: 1 DecGmber 2004 SERIAl: DiB 2004!4

iSSUE: Implementation of the Freedom of Information Act

AUDiENCE: All Service and Civilian personnel

TIMING: Priority

KEY POINTS:

. On 1 January 2005, the Freedom of Information Act will give 
members of the public a new right of access to information held by 
public authorities.

. In simple terms, the Act will require us to operate on the basis of 
openness in the public interest.

. CDS and PUS have released the following message, for the 
attention of all personnel, explaining how they wish the Act to 
operate throughout the Department and the Armed Forces.

DETAIl:

On 1 January 2005 the Freedom of Information Act will give members of the public a 
new right of access to information held by public authorities. The Act will require 
bodies which are dependent on public funds to operate on the basis of openness in 
the public interest. As we approach the threshold of this important change, you need 
to know how we wish the Act to operate across defence.

The FOI Act applies to the whole of MOD, including all agencies, Trading Funds, the 
MOD Police, and the Armed Forces (with the exception of units that come under the 
operational command of the Director Special Forces or which are assisting GCHQ in 
its work). In the remainder of this message references to ’MOD’ should be taken to 
mean all those in defence to whom the legislation applies.

There can be no question of MOD opting out of its responsibilities. All staff - military 
and civilian - must respect the right of access to information, and help to ensure that 
MOD complies with the obligations placed on all public authorities. This compliance 
requires understanding the balance that needs to be struck between being more open, 
and maintaining confidentiality where this is justified by the terms of the Act.
FOI: the opportunities

MOD attracts a lot of public interest, not always uncritical. FOI provides a framework 
in which we can change our image of unnecessary secretiveness, however misplaced, 
by increasing the volume and range of information made available, whether

The National Archives
Implementation FOI
Copy of internal briefing by Defence Staff on implementation of the Freedom of Information Act, 1 December 2004.
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proactively or in response to requests. We must show that MOD is genuinely 
committed to developing a more open relationship with the public, and a positive one.

The FOI Publication Scheme already provides a mechanism for systematic disclosure, 
but it is also appropriate to look for other opportunities. In particular, proactive release 
of background material should become a routine part of the way we plan for the 
announcement of important decisions. Staff in DGMC and DG Info can advise and 
assist in the mechanics of effecting the structured disclosure of such information.

FOI: the constraints

All staff must remember that FOI provides a basis for the authorised disclosure of 
information. Information may only be released after appropriate consideration and as 
part of a planned process. The public right of access to information does not mean 
that the established rules for controlling and classifying documents are now redundant 
or can be disregarded. Although all the information MOD holds will be liable to 
consideration when a request is received, the decision whether or not particular 
information should be released will require a judgement to be made of the public 
interest. The Act recognises that information can be sensitive for a wide range of 
reasons. In MOD these reasons will vary from operational imperatives and the safety 
of personnel, to the proper preservation of commercial and international confidences, 
to the need for free and frank debate within Government in developing policy and 
advice, as well as the need to maintain national security.

The Act includes a range of exemptions, and if information is properly exempt, there 
will be no right of access to it under the Act. However, the factors for and against 
disclosure will often need very careful evaluation. Information that some members of 
the public might find interesting is not necessarily the same as information that it is in 
the public interest to disclose. In seeking to be more open, particular care must be 
taken to avoid undermining the proper confidentiality of some aspects of our external 
relationships. Indeed, where information has been provided by an individual or 
organisation outside MOD (such as a company, another department or a foreign 
government), their views about the prospect of disclosing the information must be 
given very careful consideration.

In general, we expect a decision to refuse to disclose information to be taken at one 
star civilian or military level. Any relaxation of this policy must be agreed in advance 
and documented in local procedures. In the early stages of the FOI regime we also 
expect decisions to release information to be agreed at a senior level and, in certain 
areas, by inter-Departmental agreement co-ordinated by the Department for 
Constitutional Affairs. Again, local procedures must clearly set out the process for 
securing clearance to disclose information.

Takino care of our records

It would be a mistake to think that any difficulties created by FOI can be avoided by 
wholesale reductions in the records we keep, or by ceasing to record information we 
would not want to disclose. Senior staff - and particularly Ministers - rely on having 
full and candid briefing, and it has always been important to ensure that decisions, 
advice and options are fully debated and recorded. FOI does not change the need to
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commit information to the record in order to show the development of policy, projects, 
operations and practice and to preserve audit trails of decisions and actions. We must 
continue to make proper judgements on the retention or destruction of records. FOI 
does not make it appropriate to retain less (or more) information than in the past.
It is important to recognise that as we increasingly do our business by electronic 
means, e-mail becomes an important part of the record of MOD business, and must 
therefore be considered when responding to a request for information. Staff must also 
remember that when documents are disclosed they will convey an impression of our 
professionalism. This should be seen as an encouragement to aim for the highest 
standards of communication across the board. All written work must be clear and 
appropriate both in tone and content.
Conclusion

For MOD staff brought up on the ’need-to-know’ principle the move to a regime which 
is based on a presumption of openness represents a significant change of emphasis. 
The sensitive nature of some MOD business means it is right to proceed with caution, 
and where it is proper to maintain confidentiality you should do so. However, it is also 
right and proper that we should expect to be accountable to the people who pay for 
what we do by making available all the information that is in the public interest to 
share. We will be watching closely to see how FOI operates in practice and we look 
to all staff to help ensure that MOD successfully rises to the challenge.

SUBJECT 
CONTACT: 

FURTHER 
INFORMATION:

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

For DIBs

Freedom of Information Opportunities: proactive disclosures

The FOI Publication Scheme, maintained by DG Info, provides an existing mechanism 
for systematic disclosure of MoD information. However, to ensure that the MoD is 
genuinely committed to establishing a more positive image and relationship with the 
public, as a department we should continue to actively seek other opportunities for 
releasing information.

It is now a matter of departmental policy that the proactive release of background 
material, such as studies, reports and surveys, should become a routine part of the 
way we plan for the announcement of important decisions, across the department. 
There are a number of ways in which the structured disclosure of such information can 
be achieved, and staff should seek advice in the first instance from staff in DG Info 
and DGMC depending on the nature and context of the disclosure.
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When planning a major announcement, the relevant DCPM desk officer should be
routinely involved to coordinate the internal and external communication plan and
contents.

Points of Contact:

Nature of Advice Post I Name Contact Details
MoD FOIA and XXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXX
Disclosure Policy
Publication Scheme XXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXX
Planning XXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXX
announcements XXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXX
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UFO reports 2004
Response to FOI request 24 May 2005 notes that number of UFO reports received by MoD in 2004 lower than previous years. Staff note that numbers of reports appear to rise in response to articles in the press and the release of UFO-related science fiction films.



e NUMBERS OF "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED 
TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Figures from before 1959 are not available.

N.B. The figures below relate to the number of reports, received by the Ministry of 
Defence, of aerial activity which was not immediately identifiable to the witness. 
They should not be taken to reflect sightings of "UFOs/flying saucers".

1959 - 22 
1960 - 31 
1961 -71 
1962 - 46 
1963 - 51 
1964 -74 
1965 - 56 
1966 - 95 
1967 - 362 
1968 - 280 
1969 - 228 
1970 - 181 
1971 - 379 
1972 - 201 
1973 - 233 
1974 -177 
1975 - 208 
1976 - 200 
1977 - 435 
1978 -750 
1979 - 550 
1980 - 350 
1981 - 600 
1982 - 250 
1983 - 390 
1984 - 214 
1985 - 177 
1986 - 120 
1987 - 150 
1988 - 397 
1989 - 258 
1990 - 209 
1991 - 11 7 
1992 - 147 
1993 - 258 
1994 - 250 
1995 - 373 
1996 - 609 
1997 - 425 
1998 - 193



e 1999 - 229 
2000 - 210 
2001 - 203 
2002 -100 
2003 - 99 
2004 - 91 
2005 - 49 (to date 24 May 2005)
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