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gl cection 40| w

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
{Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

White Hill Our Reference:

East Hampshire D/DAS/64/2

6 September 2004

I am writing with reference to your report of an ‘unidentified flying object’, seen on 4 September
2004, the details of which you left on our answerphone. This office is the focal point within the
Ministry of Defence for correspondence relating to ‘UFOs.’

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence examines any reports of
‘unidentified flying objects’ it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some
defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace
might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity.

Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external military
source, and to date no ‘UFO’ report has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the
precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We believe that rational explanations, such as
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them if resources were diverted for this
purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service.
It would be an inappropriate use of defence resources if we were to do so.

The MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of ‘UFO/flying saucer’ matters to the
question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which is remains totally
open-minded. I should add that to date, the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the
existence of these alleged phenomena.

With regard to your particular observation, I can confirm that we received no other reports of
‘UFO’ sightings for 4 September 2004 from anywhere in the UK. As to your question from our
telephone call, whether it was an aircraft of some sort, I enquired as to if there were any aircraft
flying over Aldershot that day from the nearest base or any others,at. the time of your sighting and
have been told that there was not. We are satisfied that there is no corroborating evidence to
suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by unauthorised aircraft.

Sorry, I could not have been more help.







REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

Date and time of sighting.
(Duration of sighting.)

4 September 2004
14.30-14.45L

Description of object.
(No of objects, size, shape, colour,
brightness, noise.)

The object was a black cylinder rectangle
shape and was the size of a house. The
colour was black, but then depending on
what angle you looked at it, it changed to
bright silver and then to white.

Exact position of observer. Outdoors/stationary.
Geographical location.

(Indoors/outdoors,

stationary/moving.)

How object was observed. The naked eye.

(Naked eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or
camcorder.)

Direction in which object was
first seen.

(A landmark may be more helpful
than a roughly estimated bearing.)

The object was seen hovering over
Willbourg car park next to Aldershot Police
Station.

Approximate distance.

Not given.

Movements and speed.
(side to side, up or down,
constant, moving fast, slow)

Was constantly moving slowly up and
down in the sky. Said it looked like it was
going to land on top of them, as it moved
horizontally and then vertically down
towards him and his wife.

Weather conditions during
observation.
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)

Very sunny, clear day.




To whom reported.
(Police, military, press etc)

10.

Name, address and telephone no
of informant.

Das answerphone.

White Hill
East Hampshire

Home
Work —

11.

Other witnesses.

His wife, children, and said about 30 other
people witnessed the object, who were also
in the vicinity of the car park.

12.

Remarks.

Says that as they watched this object,
sometimes, as it moved, it looked as thin as
a pencil, and hovered for a good 15
minutes._said him, his wife and
other people were very scared and that it
was the weirdest and scariest thing to
happen to his family in their lives so far.
Said it was scary, because at one point, it
looked like the object was going to land on
top of them. That the object wasn’t in a
rush to move away from the area that they
were in.

13.

Date and time of receipt.

6 September 2004
11.00L




From
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Deal Our Reference:
Kent D/DAS/64/2
Date:

3 September 2004

Deor SRR

I am writing with reference to your report of an ‘unidentified flying object’, seen on 2 September
2004, the details of which you left on our answerphone. This office is the focal point within the
Ministry of Defence for correspondence relating to ‘UFOs.’

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence examines any reports of
‘unidentified flying objects’ it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some
defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace
might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity.

Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external military
source, and to date no ‘UFO’ report has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the
precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We believe that rational explanations, such as
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them if resources were diverted for this
purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service.
It would be an inappropriate use of defence resources if we were to do so.

With regard to your particular observation, I can confirm that we received no other reports of
‘UFO’ sightings for 2 September 2004 from anywhere in the UK. We are satisfied that there is no
corroborating evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by
unauthorised aircraft.

Yours sincerely




REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

1. | Date and time of sighting. 2 September 2004
(Duration of sighting.) 23.50L

2. | Description of object. The object was very bright and was of large
(No of objects, size, shape, colour, | proportions. Large in\locity.
brightness, noise.) He said it was definitely not a shooting

star!

3. | Exact position of observer. Outdoors, walking along the road near
Geographical location. Kingsdown beach.
(Indoors/outdoors,

stationary/moving.)

4. | How object was observed. The naked eye.
(Naked eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or
camcorder.)

5. | Direction in which object was Was above Kingsdown beach in Kent.
first seen.

(A landmark may be more helpful
than a roughly estimated bearing.)

6. | Approximate distance. About two miles away.
7. | Movements and speed. Moving down to land on the beach. Speed
(side to side, up or down, not given.

constant, moving fast, slow)

8. | Weather conditions during Not given.
observation.
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)




To whom reported.
(Police, military, press etc)

Das answerphone.

10.

Name, address and telephone no
of informant.

Deal
Kent

11.

Other witnesses.

Not given.

12.

Remarks.

said the object was two
miles up in the sky, and about two miles
away from him, going downwards, and he
reckons that the craft? landed on
Kingsdown beach. He was walking towards
it in a straight line. He said it took about
four seconds to reach ground level.

13.

Date and time of receipt.

3 September 2004
11.15L




