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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION T

Applicant:_

Case Number: 26-11-2007-085625-001 Expiry: 24 Dec 2007

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

Copy of MoD responses to FOI requests 08-10-2007-090830-001 and 07-11-
2007-155411-001

Case for release of information

There is no objection to the release of this material.
Some personal information has been withheld under exemption s.40

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation to release the aforementioned information




From:%
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5™ Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial} 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
{Fax)
e-mail das-ufo-office@maod.
Our Reference
Merton Abbey 26-11-2007-085625-001
London Date
20 December 2007

peor EEETRD

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request of 25 November 2007 asking
for copies of the MoD responses to FOI requests 08-10-2007-090830-001 and 07-11-2007-
155411-001.

I attach copies of the relevant responses. You will note that some personal details such as names
and addresses have been withheld under exemption 5.40 (Personal Information) of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000.

If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of
your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not
possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apRly for an independent internal review by
contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6™ Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SW1A 2HB (e-mail Info-XD@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must
be made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has
come to an end.

If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate the case until the internal
review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information
Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s website,
http://'www.informationcommisgioner.gov.uk.”

Yours sincerely,
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IREDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT|

From:

Sent: 05 December 2007 11:32
N ] -
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST - 07-11

Subject:

Attachments: R - FILES FOR RELEASE pdf
e
T
Q1. What is the redaction policy for documents released as a result of this initiative
Will public and/or official names be withheld?

-2007-155411-001

It is the intention to make both the DAS and DIS files available in digital
format through TNA "Doc-Online" service. However, as the DAS original
files were created in paper, thege files will be transferred to TNA and made

available to the public in that format in dye course. The original DIS paper

However, there is an internal process that the records have to undergo at TNA
before they can be made available to the general public. It is not envisaged that
will be any significant delays in Placing the redacted electronic files on Docs

Q4. Ifthe documents are redacted, will the unredacted versions be available as per
current arrangements i.e_under the 30 vear mle?

s time to declare with absolute certainty that all
redactions will be available after 30 years,

Q5.  IfFOI Tequests are to be included do You mean the original request. the
responses or both?




It is intended that both the original request and answer will be released. Names
and addresses of requesters will be withheld.

Q6  What will be the most recent dates on released material under this initiative?

Material released over the coming years will include documents up to and
including 2007

Q7.  Can you please provide a list of files it is intended to release?

I attach a list of those closed files the MoD will be releasing. You will note that
the titles of a number of files have been partially redacted. This is because the
titles contain the names of correspondents which are being withheld under
exemption s.40 (Personal Information) of the Freedom of Information Act
2000. Files A-W on series D/DAS/10/2/8/13 are entitled “Information
Management - Defence Information Management - The Freedom of
Information Act - Requests for Information”. However, for reasons of space, 1
have shortened the titles on the attached spreadsheet to “FOI Requests”.

Q8.  Will this planned release affect FOI requests for material which is intended for
release?

All FOI requests will be considered on an individual basis, but the MoD will
apply exemption s.22 (Information intended for Future Publication) if it deems
it appropriate. As I am sure you will appreciate, the more time that is spent
answering individual FOI requests, the longer the release programme will take.

Q9.  Which files are intended for release in the first tranche and is there a provisional
date for that release.

Currently a range of files are being reviewed and prepared for release. Until
these administrative procedures have been completed and the Lord
Chancellor’s Advisory Council has approved the necessary Lord Chancellor’s
Instruments it is not possible to advise you which files will be released in the
first tranche or to set a provisional date for their release.

If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the
handling of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal
resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an
independent internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6t
Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail Info-XD(@mod.uk).
Please note that any request for an internal review must be made within 40 working
days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end.

If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to
the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of
Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate
the case until the internal review process has been completed. Further details of the
role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s
website, http.//www.informationcommissioner, gov.uk.”




o [REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT]

Yours sincerely,

DAS-FOI
)
MoD Main Building
Whitehall
Londen
SWiA 2HB




DAS FILES FOR RELEASE

Prefix File Number Part Title

D/DS8/ 10/209/1
D/Sec(AS} 12/1
D/Sec(AS) 1272
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
DiSec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 1272
DiSec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 1272
D/Sec(AS) 1272
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec(AS) 12/2
D/Sec{AS) 1272
D/Sec(AS) 12/2/1
D/Sec(AS) 12/3

C  General Briefs & Reports, UFQ Correspondence
A Unidentified Flying Objects - Policy
A Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
B  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
C  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
D Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
E  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
F  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
G Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQO) Reports
H  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
I Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
J Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQO) Reports
K  Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
L. Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
M Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQ) Reports
N Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Reports
O Unidentified Flying Objects (UF(Q) Reports
A UFOs Report of Sighting Rendlesham Forest December 1981
A Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence
D/Sec(AS) 1273 B  Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence
D/Sec{AS) 12/3 C  Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence
D/Sec{AS) 1213 D Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 E
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 F
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 G
D/Sec{AS) 12/3 H
D/Sec(AS) 1273 I
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 J
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 K
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 L
D/Sec(AS) 1273 M
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 N
D/Sec(AS) 1273 0
D/Sec(AS) 12/3 P
D/Sec{AS} 12/3 Q
D/Sec{AS) 12/3 R
D/Sec(AS) 12/4 A
. DiSec(AS) 12/4 B
- D/Sec(AS) 12/5 A
D/Sec(AS) 12/6 A
A
A

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unideatified Flying Objects (UFQOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOS) - Correspondence

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) — Parliamentary Questions & Enquiries
UFOs — Parliamentary Questions & Enquiries

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) - Close Encounters, Alien Entities, Abductions

Unidentified Flymg Objects (UFOs) - Alleged UFO Incident Crash of Lightning F6 8
Sep 70
Unidentified Flying Objects (UFQs) - Incident 31 March 1993

UFQOs — Policy

D/Sec(AS) 12/7
D/DAS(Sec 64/1



:)/DAS(Sec 64/1 UFQs — Policy
}DIDAS(Sec 64/1 UFQOs - Policy
;:VDAS(Sec 64/1 UFOQOs - Policy
;D/DAS(Sec 64/1 UFOs — Policy

)
D/DAS(Sec 64/1/1 UFOs - Policy - Selected Papers (1974-1995)

%)fSec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/Sec(AS) 64/2
D/DAS(Sec 64/2

Unidentified Flying Objects — UFO Sighting Reports
UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFQs — UFQ Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

UFGs — UFO Sighting Reports

Unidentified Flying Objects Sighting reports

)
D/DAS(Sec 64/2

)
D/DAS(Sec 64/2

)

UFOs — UFO Sighting Reporis

UFQs - UFQ Sighting Reports

D/DAS/ 64/2 UFQs — UFQ Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFQs — UFQ Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 6472 UFOs — UFQ Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFOs —~ UFO Sighting Reporis .
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFQOs — UFQ Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ 64/2 UFQOs — UFO Sighting Reports
D/DAS/ ad4/2 UFOs — UFO Sighting Reports

D/Sec{AS) 64/3
D/Sec{AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3
D/Sec(AS) 64/3

UFQs — Public Correspondence
UFOQOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFQOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs - Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFQs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
UFQOs — Public Correspondence
UFOs — Public Correspondence
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D/Sec(AS)
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D/DAS/
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D/DAS/
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec{AS)
D/Sec{AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec{AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
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D/DAS/
- D/DAS/
D/DAS/
D/DAS/
D/DAS/
D/DAS/
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)
D/Sec(AS)

D/DAS(Sec
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64/3
64/3
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64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3
64/3/1
64/3/1
64/3/2
64/3/3
64/3/4
64/3/5
64/3/6
64/3/7
64/3/8
64/3/9
64/3/10
64/3/11

. 64/3/11

64/3/11
64/3/11
64/3/11
64/3/12
64/3/13
64/3/14
64/3/15
64/3/15
64/3/16
64/4
64/4
64/4
64/4
64/4
64/4
64/4

64/5

10/2/8/13
10/2/8/13
10/2/8/13
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UFOs — Public Correspondence

UFOs — Public Cotrespondence

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFQs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOQOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Correspondence & Requests for Information

UFOs — Public Cormrespondence & Requests for Information

UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent X3S0
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX 330X
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XX X3 XXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XX XXX XX XX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX XXO{XXXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XX 3300 XXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XX XXX XX XXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX X XXXXXX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX XX XX XX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX XX XXX XK
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXXX XXX XXX
UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XX XXX XXX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XX 3OO XX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XX XXX X

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - X3CCXX XXX XXX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XXX XXX

UFQOs - Pubtic Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXX XX XX
UFOs - Public Correspondence - Persistent Correspondent XXXXXXXXXX
UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XXX XXX XXXXX

UFOs - Persistenit Correspondent - XXXXXXXXXXX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - XXXXXXXXXXX

UFOs - Persistent Correspondent - X XXXXXXXXXX

UFOs — Parliamentary Questions & Enquiries

UFOs — Parliamentary Questions & Enquiries

UFOs — PQs/Pes

UFOs — PQs/Pes

UFOs - PQs/Pes

UFOs — PQs/Pes

UFOs — PQs/Pes

UFOQOs — Press Cuttings
FOI Requests
FOI Requests
FOI Requests



D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 D  FOIRequests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 E  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 F  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 G  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 H  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 I  FOIRequests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 1  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 K FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 L FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 M  FOI Requesis

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 N  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 O FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 P FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 Q@  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 R FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 S FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 T  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 U  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 V  FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 W FOI Requests

D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 X Freedom of Information - Requests for Information
D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 Y  FOI Requests for Information requests
D/DAS/ 10/2/8/13 Z  FOI Requests for Information requests

DIS FILES FOR

RELEASE

D/DISS/ 108/15/1/32 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/34 Ur'O - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/35 UFO - Incidents

D/DI55/ 108/15/1/36 A UFQ - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/36 B UFO - Incidents

D/DISS/ 108/15/1/37 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/38 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/39 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/40 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/41 UFOQ - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/42 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/43 UFOQ - Incidents
D/DISS/ 108/15/1/44 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/45 UFQ - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/46 UFQO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/47 UFO - Incidents
D/DIS5/ 108/15/1/48 UFQ - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/49 UFO - Incidents
D/DI5S/ 108/15/1/50 UFO - Incidents
D/DI55/ 108/15/1/51 UFO - Incidents

D/DI5S/ 108/15/1/52 UFO - Incidents




D/DI5s/
D/DI55/
D/DI55/
D/DIS5/
D/DI5S/

108/15/1/53
108/15/1/54 .
108/15
108/15
108/15

4
5
6

UFO - Incidents
UFQ - Incidents
UFO - Policy
UFO - Policy
UFO - Policy
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IREDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT|

From:

Sent: 01 November 2007 16:02

To:

Subject: Release-authorised: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 08-10-2007-090830-001
De '

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request of 5 October 2007 asking
whether the MoD had decided to release the UFO files held by both DIS5 and DAS. Additionally,
you asked for details of how and when the department intends to implement this release and for
access to records of any discussions relating to this release that have taken place since January 2007.

There are some 160 DAS and DI55 files that deal with the subject of UFOs dating back to the 1970s
and it has been decided to place them in the National Archive over the next three years,
commencing, it is hoped, in Spring 2008. The release will be undertaken on a rolling programme in
chronological order, starting with the oldest files first and will also include Freedom of Information
requests received since 2005 relating to UFOs.

Regarding your request for access to documents of any di scussions within MoD on the release of
files, I can inform you that the Ministry of Defence holds relevant material but we believe this
information, which discusses the formulation of MoD policy, falls within the scope of a qualified
exemption of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is exemption S.35 (Formulation of
Government Policy). As a qualified exemption, it is necessary for the Ministry of Defence to
consider whether there are overriding reasons why disclosure would not be in the public interest.

The Freedom of Information Act requires us to respond to requests promptly and in any case no later
than 20 working days after receiving your request. However, when a qualified exemption applies to
the information and the public interest test has to be conducted, the Act allows the time for response
to be longer than the 20 working days. A full response must be provided within such time as is
reasonable in all circumstances of the case and, in response to your requests, it is therefore planned
to let you have a final decision on where the balance of public interest lies, by 14 December 2007.
However, I would hope that the matter can be resolved quicker than that and I will push for an early
response.

If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of
your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not possible
and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal review by contacting the
Director of Information Exploitation, 6 Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-
mail Info-XD@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must be made within 40
working days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end.

If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the Information
Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note
that the Information Commissioner will not investigate the case until the internal review process has
been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be
found on the Commissioner’s website, http://www informationcommissioner.gov.uk ”

Finally, my response of 25 June 2007 to your previous request on this subject, treated exemption
s.35 as an absolute rather than a qualified exemption and therefore failed to point out the need for a
formal public interest test. Please accept my apologies for this mistake.

Yours sincerely,

ﬁle:f‘/E: 19/12/2007

S
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DAS-FO!

05—H |
MoD Main Buildin,

Whitehall :
London
SW1A 2HB

file:/E: EReg hirrD) 19/12/2007




IREDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT|

From:
Sent: 11 December 2007 15:31
To:
Subject: Release-authorised: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 08-10-
2007-090830-001
Dear

In my response dated 1 November 2007 to your Freedom of
Information request reference 08-10-2007-090830-001, I explained that access to
documents of any internal discussions within MoD regarding the release of MoD
UFO/UAP files was exempted under exemption s.35 (Formulation of Government
Policy), and that additional time was required to conduct a public interest test.

Section 35(1)(a) of the Act provides that information may be exempt from disclosure if
it would, or would be likely to, prejudice the formulation or development of
government policy. The decision to proactively release such a large number of files to
the National Archive, was quite clearly a matter of government policy.

This is not the end of the matter, of course; section 35 is a qualified exemption,
meaning that the MOD must assess the balance of public interest in release of the
information. We have done this at several levels:

i There is an undoubted public interest in the public being able to assess the
quality of advice being given to ministers and subsequent decision making based on
that advice. Given the level of interest in the matter amongst a small but vociferous
section of the public, and the probability that ill informed speculation and conspiracy
theories are likely to be rife, it is reasonable that the public have a right to know why
the Ministry of Defence has made its decision to release the UFO/UAP files.

ii. Greater transparency makes government more accountable to the electorate
and increases trust; if by releasing these discussion papers we were to demonstrate that
the decision to proceed was one taken on good advice and following a sensible debate,
this may have a positive effect in increasing public confidence in government decision-
making. However, if the advice and debate behind policy-making were routinely
disclosed, officials may be less willing to offer frank advice or ministers may be less
willing to explore the full range of policy options. There is a risk that officials could
come under pressure not to challenge ideas in the formulation of policy, thus leading to
poorer decision making. Ministers and officials also need to be able to conduct
rigorous and candid risk assessments of their policies in a free space without constant
scrutiny. Discussions surrounding the release of these files are still on going. This is a
major exercise, which I believe is unique in MoD history. The MoD will be proactively
placing a large number of files less that 30 years old in the National Archive in both
paper and importantly, electronic format. The practical difficulties of this are still under
discussion and may well continue to be for some time. As we work on the transfer of
these files to the National Archive, we are coming across a number of challenges and
need to be able to discuss and seek solutions without the concern that our discussions
will be placed in the public domain while this process is ongoing.

Taking the above arguments into account, in this case, we believe that it would not be
in the public interest to disclose the discussion documents surrounding the decision to
place the DIS and DAS UFO/UARP files in the National Archive. That having been said,
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I believe that it will be helpful if I provide you with a little more background as to why
the decision was taken. Once a policy decision has been taken and the policy
implemented, the position can be reconsidered and it may be that any factual
background information can then be disclosed.

The subject of UFOs is one of the most popular subjects for FOI requests. Answering
requests takes a considerable amount of time and resources and can involve officials in
days of work, which frequently means trawling through old files to find the information
requested. By placing the UFO files on-line at the National Archive in a structured
manner, the MoD is able to follow its remit for more open government and, by re-
directing applicants to the National Archive site, reduce the amount of time it spends
answering requests. By opening our files in this way, we may also help to counter the
maze of rumour and frequently ill informed speculation that surrounds the role of the
MoD in the UFO phenomena.

1 am sure that you will be disappointed with this response, however, if you have any
more specific questions, I will attempt to answer them.

DAS-FOI

05-H

MoD Main Building
Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB
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Sent: 25 November 2007 09:51

o [EEERE

Subject: FOI Request

I'd be grateful for a copy of the response to the following RFis, relating to the release of UFQ files:

08-10-2007-090830-001
07-11-2007-155411-001

Best wishes,

19/12/2007




AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Applicant: EESIECINN

Case Number: 19-12-2007-102429-001 Expiry: 18/01/08

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

-has asked for more details of three sighting reports from South
Wales that were sent to her on the 26™ November 2007.

Case for release of information

There is no extra information, but | have copied and redacted the reports sent
before to
Names, addresses and telephone numbers have been removed in
accordance with exemption .40 (Personal Information) of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information
to the Applicant.




From:

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone {Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
Your Reference:

Reporter — South Wales Echo

Thomson House Our Reference:

Havelock Street 19-12-2007-102429-001

Cardiff Date:

South Glamorgan CF10 1XR 19 December 2007

e TR

I am writing with reference to your Freedom of Information request asking for more details of
three sighting reports, from South Wales.

Due to previous correspondence, you will know our policy on UFOs.

The sighting reports that were sent to you before on the 26™ November 2007, have all the details
that were passed to this office on the DAS answerphone. There is no extra information that I can
pass on to you. When we take a message, all the details are immediately input on to our report
form.

1 have enclosed copies of three sighting reports mentioned for the dates above. Names, addresses
and telephone numbers have been removed in accordance with exemption s.40 (Personal
Information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

I hope this is helpful. If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any
aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal
resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent
internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6" Floor, MOD Main
Building, Whitehall SW1A 2HB (e-mail [nfoXD@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an
internal review must be made within 40 days on the date on which the attempt to reach informal
resolution has come to an end.

If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may wish to take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate the case until the internal
review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information
Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s website,

http://www informationcommissioner. gov.uk.



Yours sincerely
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ORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

REP
= s A Al D ARRIAL SIGHTING

Date and time of sighting.
(Duration of sighting.)

20 February 2005
09.50L

.| Description of object.

(No of objects, size, shape, colour,
brightness, noise.)

Bright blue object, broke into about three to
four pieces, before disappearing.

Exact position of observer,
Geographical locition.
(Indoors/outdoors,
stationary/moving.)

Not given.

How object was observed.
(Naked eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or
camcorder.)

Not given.

Direction in which object was

 first seen.

(A landmark may be more heipful
than a roughly estimated bearing.)

Not given.

Approximate distance.

Not given.

Movements and speed.
(side to side, up or down,
constant, moving fast, slow)

Not given.

Weather conditions during
observation.
(clqudy, haze, mist, clear)

Not given.
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To whom reported. - Das answerphone.
(Police, military, press etc)

10. | Name, address and telephone no |
of informant.

11. | Other witnesses.

12. | Remarks. - Not given.

13. | Date and time of receipt. 22 February 2005
14.40L
2




O

ORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

Date and time of sighting.

1. 8 September 2004
(Duration of sighting.) 20.15L
2. | Description of object. Large flash of light which turned into a
(No of objects, size, shape, colour, | grey object descending over Cardiff bay,
brightness, noise.) with trailing smoke behind it. '
3. | Exact position of observer. Not given.
Geographical location.
(Indoors/outdoors,
stationary/moving.)
4. | How object was observed. Not given.
(Naked eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or
camcorder,)
5. | Direction in which object was Just said over Cardiff bay.
first seen.
(A landmark may be more helpful
than a roughly estimated bearing.)
6. | Approximate distance. Not given.
7. | Movements and speed. Going quite fast as it was descending,
(side to side, up or down,
constant, moving fast, slow)
8. | Weather conditions during Not given.
observation,
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)
1
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To whom reported.
(Police, military, press etc) |

10.

Name, address and telephone no ﬁ_

of informant.

Cardiff Police Contol Room, who then in
turn left a message on the Das
answerphone,

Canton
Cardiff

South Wales

11.

Other wimesses.

Not given.

12.

Remarks,

PC t left the message on the
Das answ ne, said he contacted the
Coast guard, being that Cardiffis a coastal
area and enquired if there were any aircraft
over the bay, that day, i.e. from a base and
the Coast guard said no. Being that the
object was spotted over the bay aswell.
Also said he spoke to Air Traffic Control -
Cardiff, but didn’t say on the message of
what the outcome was.

13.

Date and time of receipt.

9 September 2004
11.30L




.REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

Date and time of sighting.
(Duration of sighting.)

Date and time not given.

Description of object.
(No of objects, size, shape, colour,
brightness, noise.)

Not given.

Exact position of observer.
Geographical location.
(Indoors/outdoors,
stationary/moving.)

Not given.

How object was observed.
(Naked eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or
camcorder.)

Not given.

Direction in which object was
first seen.

(A landmark may be more helpful
than a roughly estimated bearing.)

Not given.

Approximate distance.

Not given.

Movements and speed.
(side to side, up or down,
constant, moving fast, slow)

Not given.

Weather conditions during
observation.
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)

Not given.
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To whom reported. Das answerphone.
(Police, military, press etc)
10. | Name, address and telephone no |
of informant. _
Grange Town
Cardiff
South Wales )
11. | Other witnesses. , Not given.
12. | Remarks. Not given.
13. | Date and time of receipt. 28 July 2005
14.30L
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Ll o cotion 40

Sent: 17 December 2007 11:42

T

Subject: FW: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 07-11-2007-073339-006

Can you deal

Fr°m=P
Sent: ecember 2007 09:31

To:
Subject: Re: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 07-11-2007-073339-006

Dear

Thanﬁinfowﬂaﬁon in regards to my FOI request about UFO sightings.
it is very thorough and | appreciate your efforts. However, there is one small thing missing. In regards to the
sightings in Cardiff, | need to know what area/district of Cardiff as obviously it is a big city and need to narrow
it down a little bit.
It is not to track down the reporter of the sighting, but just to give a more pracise location than just Cardiff as
we have to do in all of our stories.
It is only for three sightings so | wondered if it was not too much trouble if you could assist me as soon as
possible,
The date and time of sightings are:
v+ 20 February, 2005: 09.50L in Cardiff.

«* 8 September 2004. 20.151. Cardiff.

v7* Sighting with little information, no date or time given, no exact location given, reported to DAS answerphone.
Date and time of receipt: 28 July 2005, 14.30L

Thank you very much,
Best Wishes,

Reporter
South Wales Echo

e

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF E-MAIL ADDRESS

Section40 . Sectiona) |

[+10M
08/11/2007 08:54 Subject:  FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 07-11-2007-073338-006

pBSection 40|

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request of 7 November 2007 asking for details of UFO

17/12/2007
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“ting reports from Cardiff, Bridgend, Caerphilly, Merthyr Tydfil and Rhondda Cynon Taff.

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence (MOD) examines any reports of
‘unidentified flying objects’ it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some
defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace
might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a
potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no ‘UFO’ report has
revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported to
us. We believe that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be
found for them if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to
provide this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of defence
resources if we were to do so.

The MoD files on this subject go back to the late 1970s. Copies of UFO correspondence and reports
are not held geographically, but are filed in the order in which they are received. Before any of this
information can be released, personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data Protection
Act 1998. Clearly, if we were to search for and then process copies of all these reports the costs
would quickly exceed the permitted £600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information
Act 2000 and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply
with your request. However, if you can narrow the scope of your request to one or two specitic
years, we may be able to help you.

However, details of sighting reports for the years 1998 to 2006, are held on the Ministry of Defence
Freedom of Information website. This can be accessed via the internet at: '
http://www.mod.uk/Defencelnternet/FreedomofInformation/PublicationScheme, by searching under
‘UFO’ reports. I suspect that this will give you much of the information you are looking for. Details
of sightings for 2007 will be placed on the website early in 2008.

Finally, you may also wish to be aware that the MOD has already released a great deal of
information about UFOs which is available for public viewing. MOD files were routinely destroyed
after 5 years until 1967 when they were generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have
survived before 1967 and these together with records up to 1984 are now available for public
viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, Richmond, Kew, Surrey TW9
4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444. The National Archives also have a website giving information
about the records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the internet at:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.

If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of
this request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not possible
and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the Director of
Information Exploitation, 6 Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall SW1A 2HB (e-mail
InfoXD@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must be made within 40 days
of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end.

If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the Information
Commissioner under the provisions 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the
Information Commissioner will not investigate the case until the internal review process has been
completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on

the Commissioner’s website, http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

I am sorry I was unable to be of more assistance.

Yours sincerely,

17/12/2007



DAS-FOI

05-H

MoD Main Building
London

SW1A 2HB
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AUTHORISATION TO WITHHOLD REQUESTED INFORMATION

Applicant: ECSTECIEN

Case Number: 26-11-2007-072100-009 Expiry:

The Applicant has made the following request for information:
has asked for information detailing UFQ sightings or reports within
the UK for dates — 16 June 2007 and 3 November 2007.

Case for withholding information

The information is being withheld due to the fact that reports for this current
year will be placed on the website in January 2008. Therefore, as provided by
exemption s.22 (information intended for future publication) of the Freedom Of
Information Act 2000.

Proposed use of the following FOI Exemptions

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation to withhold the aforementioned information to the
Applicant.
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From: SISO

Sent: 07 December 2007 11:55

ro: RN

Subject: Release-Authorised: FOI Request - 26-11-2007-072100-009

Dear D

| am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request asking for details of UFO sightings or reports
within the UK for the dates 3 November 2007 and 16 June 2007. Your request has been passed to this
Depariment as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence relating to UFOs.

First, it may be helpful if | explain that the Ministry of Defence (MOD) examines any reports of ‘unidentified
flying objects’ it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance;
namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace might have been compromised by
hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of at potential threat to the United Kingdom from
an external source, and to date no ‘UFQ’ report has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the
precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We believe that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or
natural phenomena, could be found for them if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it is not the
function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of
defence resources if we were to do so.

With regard to your request asking for information detailing UFO sightings or reports for the dates 16 June
and 3 November 2007, the MOD has a website, '
http://Awww.mod.uk/Defencelnternet/Freedomofinformation/PublicationScheme, on which reports for this
current year will be placed on in January 2008. Therefore, as provided by exemption 5.22 (information
intended for future publication) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the MOD is not obliged to comply with
your request.

Finally, you may also wish to be aware that the MOD has already released a great deal of information about
UFQs which is available for public viewing. MOD files were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when
they were generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived before 1967 and these together
with records up to 1986 are now available for public viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at
Ruskin Avenue, Richmond, Kew, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444. The National Archives also
have a website giving information about the records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on
the internet at: hitp://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.

| hope this is helpful. If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the
handling of this request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not possible
and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal review by contacting the Director
of Information Exploitation, 6 Fioor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall SW1A 2HB (e-mail InfoXD@mod.uk).
Please note that any request for an internal review must be made within 40 working days on the date on
which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come 1o an end. .

if you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may wish to take your complaint to the Information
Commissioner under the provisions of section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the
Information Commissioner will not investigate the case until the internal review process has been completed.
Further details of the role and powers of the Infermation Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's
website, hitp://informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely

%!mstry o! gefence

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 1
5t Floor, Zone H

Main Building

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

07/12/2007
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mail — das-ufo-office @mod.uk

07/12/2007
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————— Original Message-----

From: feedbackBwww.mod.uk [mailto:feedback@www.mod.uk]
Sent: 25 November 2007 12:15

To: Info-Access-Office

Subject: FOI written request PS 26-11-2007-072100-00% Lowe

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted on Sunday.
. November 25, 2007 at 12:15:03

txtfirstname: E
txtlastname: :E

txtorganisation: Birmingham UFO Group
txtaddressl: -
txtaddressl: -
txttowncity: birmingham
txtstatecountry: west midlands

txtzipcodepostcode: I

txtcountry: UK

txtinforequest: Please supply any information detailing ufo sightings
or reports with in the uk for dates:

3rd November 2007
and
leth June 2007

Thank you




-
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Applicant: BRSO

Case Number: 21-11-2007-112607-002 Expiry: 17 Dec 2007
The Applicant has made the following request for information:

Copy of material released in previous FOI response on crop circles.
Case for release of information

There is no objection to the release of this material.

Some personal information has been withheld under exemption s.40
Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation to release the aforementioned information

52
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From: IS
Sent: 07 December 2007 09:59
To: [Section 40
Subject: Release-authorised: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 21-11-2007-112507-002
Attachments:

B clon 40|

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request of 18 November 2007 asking for
a copy of material sent to another member of the public in 2007. If I understand you correctly, the
relevant request was raised in 2006 and related information on crop files held for the period 1991-93.
If this is incorrect, please let me know. You also asked whether the MoD holds information on crop
circles.

The MoD answered five Freedom of Information requests to date during 2007, excluding those
raised by yourseif.

One relates to 1990 and is therefore outside the scope of your request. Three relate to the existence
of a MoD file on crop circles and our responses confirm that the MoD has no record of any such file
having been created. I have made the assumption that you are not interested in these requests but if [
am incotrect, please let me know. This leaves one request in which information held by the MoD for
the year 1991 was released to a member of the public. This request was received in December 2006
and I therefore assume that it is the one you refer to. You will note that names, addresses and
telephone numbers have been withheld under exemption 5.40 (Personal Information) of the Freedom
of Information Act 2000, including some that were erroneously released in the original response.
Security classifications have been removed as they are no longer relevant. You should also note that
the copyright for non MoD documents contained in the information provided is not held by the
MoD. If you intend to reproduce or publish them, you should seek legal advice before doing so.

I can also confirm that the MoD does hold information related on crop circles. The majority of the
information will be held on our correspondence files (the 12/3 and 64/3 series), although some may
also be on our sighting report files (12/2 and 64/2 series). In addition to that, information relating to
crop circles can be found on the FOI files held by this office, although this is largely re-cycled
information from the correspondence and sighting reports files.

If you are unhappy with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of
this request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not possible
and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the Director of

Information Exploitation, 6t Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall SW1A 2HB (e-mail

InfoXD@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review must be made within 40 days
of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end.

If you remain unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the Information
Commissioner under the provisions 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the
Information Commissioner will not investigate the case until the internal review process has been
completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on
the Commissioner’s website, http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,

07/12/2007
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EAS-FOI
MoD Main Building

London
SW1A 2HB

07/12/2007
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‘R.EDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT]

From: N

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE _ -
5" Fioor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone {Direct dial)
(Switchbodrd)
(Fax} _

e-mail das-ufo-office@mad.uk ~

Our Reference
08-01-2007-101817-003
Date

09 Januwary 2007

I am writing in response to your revised Freedom of Information request dated 19 December 2006
for information held on file relating to crop circles for the year 1991,

- Iattach copies of documentation relating to crop circles for the year 1991. You will notice that the

names and signatures of some individuals have been removed as they do not for a substantive part
of your request. Additionally, you will note that words have been blacked out at the top and
botton of the signal dated 21 July 1991. These were security classifications which are now no
longer relevant. ' :

If you are wnhappy with this nespbnse or wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of this

request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain
dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the Director of Information

- Exploitation, 6" Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail: Info-XD@mod.uk).

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information
Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until
the MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of
the Inforination Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s website,

h f//www.informmonoomnﬁssioner, ov.uk.

Yours sincerely




From: oS Secretariat (Air Staff)?a, Room -

£l7

REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehali London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling) 0
. {Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Hon. Secretary _
Cent Crop Circle Studies Our reference
i ) D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date
§ August 1991

Thank you for your letter of 6 August; on the subject of a recent crop circle-
occurrence in Cambridgeshire. This letter crossed in the post with my reply to
your-earlier letter.

As I explained in this previous letter, there is no Ministry of Defence
involvement in crop circle research. I can confirm that an RAF aircraft was in
the area at the time you mentioned, but, again, can give you a catagoric
assurance that its presence was entirely unconnected with the bresence of any
crop circles. RAF aircraft routinely fly from bases in this area, and there was
nothing out of the ordinary about thisg flight. ’

Once again, I wish you luck with your studies.

wa ‘5:‘*‘4’/@/‘7
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