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MP: MARTIN REDMOND (LABOUR) DON VALLEY
PQ REFERENCE: 1985H & 1986H
PQ TYPE: ORDINARY WRITTEN
DRAFT ANSWER REQUIRED BY: 12:00 TUESDAY 23 JULY 1996
QUESTION: [1985H] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, who

assessed that the events around RAF Woodbridge and RAF Bentwaters 1n
December 1980, which were reported to his Department by Lieutenant
Colonel Charles Halt were of no defence significance; on what
evidence the assessment was made; what analysis of events was carried
out; and if he will make a statement.

QUESTION: [1986H] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what
response his Department made to the report submitted by Lieutenant
Colonel Charles Halt detailing events in Rendlesham Forest in
December 1980; what interviews were held; and if he will make a
statement.

DRAFT ANSWER: The report was assessed by the staff in my Department
responsible for air defence matters. Since the judgement was that it
contained nothing of defence significance no further action was
taken.

APPROVED BY:

Head of Sec(AS) original signed EEEECHIIIIEEEEEEEEEEEE D:tc 23.7.96
Sec(AS)2ab original signed EEMECIIIIENEEEEEEE -t 23.7.96

COPIED TO:

PSO/ACAS
DPR(RAF)
PIS5¢c
GE3




BACKGROUND — POs 1985H & 1986H

1, Mr Redmond has asked a large number of questions about military
aviation issues over the years. He recently tabled four PQs about
unidentified flying objects prompted, we believe, by the recent
publication of a book on the subject by a former member of Sec(AS).
The MP has tabled a further six questions on the subject of "UFOs"-
for answer before the Parliamentary recess, two of which follow up
earlier answers he received about an alleged "UFO" incident which

" occurred outside RAF Woodbridge in Rendlesham Forest in December 1980
(Hansard extracts attached).

2. The alleged incidents to which Mf Redmond refers occurred
between 27-29 December 1980 when unusual lights were seen by USAF
personnel, including the Deputy Base Commander, outside RAF
Woodbridge. A report of the sighting (copy attached) was forwarded
to the MOD by the RAF Lialson Officer at RAF Bentwaters. The report
was examined by the Department at the time and no other evidence of
any matter of defence significance was found. This is of course the
Department's only interest in such sightings.

3. Qur line regarding this alleged incident is that all available
evidence was examined at the time and we are satisfied that nothing
of defence concern occurred in the location on the nights in
gquestion. No additional information has come to light over the last

15 years which calls the original judgement into gquestion.

4, The only documents on the subject held by the Department are the
report itself; limited officiél comments on the report, and
correspondence from members of the public enquiring about the alleged
events. The wording of the draft reply is in line with that used in
responses to previous Parliamentary Enquiries on the subject (see
attached). '

5. There is no requirement for the Department to contact or reply
to a witness following receipt of a "UFO" report. It would only have



been necessary to contact Lt Col Halt had there been any indication
that the sighting was of defence relevance and it was necessary to
interview him further. As this was not the case no response was
appropriate or necessary.
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@ _REPORT of an UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBIECT

Date/Time and Duration of Sighting ( Local times to be quoted )
- /
€ JuNE ‘iL—../ S5 . mins

Description of Object ( No. of objects, size, shape, colours, brightness, sound, smell etc )
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Exact Position Observed. ( Geograghical location, indoors or outdoors, stationéry or moving )

FQ‘VH It.y NR 'LQ.Q.CLS' Qufdgov - $ fq {701'70\()/

How Observed ( Naked eye, Binoculars other optical device, still or movie camera )

NaKed aye

Direction in Which Object was First Seen ( A landmark may be more useful than a badly
estimated bearing ) ,
:S ou- ~ -

Angle of Sight ( Estimated heights are unreliable )
)
Qo

Distance ( By reference to a known Landmark if possible )

/
Movements ( Changes in E,F,G may be qf more use )

Wes+ —+o Eas+t
Ne~y ~apict! Y
Meteorological Conditions During Observations. ( Moving clouds Mist etc. )

Pav _HY c.loud.Y

Nearby Objects ( Telephone lines Spires Etc. )

Nome neav .




Section 40

m. Any Background on the Informant that may be Volunteered.

—

.; n. QOther Witnesses

— {1 s béth

v. Date and Time of Receipt
7b~508/;3401
b

The above details are to be telephoned immediately to AIS ( Military ), Latce on angl
The coinpleted form is to be despatched to:
Ministry of Defence ( AFO)

RAF Maiﬁ Building

Whitehall
LONDON SW1
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:Dl“. Tima and Duration of Sighting
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—REPORT of an UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT

te/Time and Duration of Sighting ( Local times to be quoted ) LL ‘7‘/
ﬁpé /?46 f2 4‘? - 30 S‘&’&WDS' Pt Vk ,{/V/ |

Description of Object ( No. of objects, size, shape, colours, brightness, sound, smell etc )

&ovw) atg.ﬂ.‘d", M ITE G iiG

Exact Position Observed. ( Geograghical location, indoors or outdoors, stationary or moving )
St () AR mPo0ts | st Mg
f .

How Observed ( Naked eye, Binoculars other optical device, still or movie camera )

NAKED EyE.
Direction in Which Object was First Seen ( A landmark may be more useful than a badly

estimated bearing )
NaXTH T

Angle of Sight ( Estimated heights are unreliable )
STERAIGHT L ME

Distance ( By reference to a knewn Landmark if possible )
1-3 Mmiss.

Movements ( Changes in E,F,G may be of more use )

/
LTI A — A AL Q,du.-/
Meteorological Conditions During Observations. ( Moving clouds Mist etc. )
7, 14

Nearby Objects ( Telephone lines Spires Etc. )
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1. Name and Address ofInformant

m. Any Background on the Informant that may be Volunteered. :

Section 40

e

n. Other Witnesses . ‘
AJonE

o. Date and Time of Receipt

o125 T funi 1555

/301/6' .
The above details are to be telephoned immediately to AIS ( Military ), Latcc on ext.-ilﬂEl

- The completed form is to be despatched to:
Ministry of Defence ( AFO )
RAF Main Building

Whitehall
LONDON SW1
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F LYIN

Date, Time and
Duration of Sighting

L 5

! 2

" ANNEX A TO
SOP 502

120245zJun 96 for
approx 10 seconds

Description of Object (No of
objects, size, shape, colour,
brightness)

dark balloon shaped
object

Location (indoor/outdoor
stationary/moving)

He was in third floor
flat and saw object
outside over the park
quite low on the
horizon

How observed (naked eye,
binoculars, other optical
device, still or moving)

Naked eye

Direction in which object first
seen (A landmark may be more
useful than a badly estimated
bearing}

To the east over the
park

Angle of Sight (Estimated
heights are unreliable)

above the trees but a
low angle

Distance (By reference to
a known landmark)

Just over the park

Movements (Changes in 5,6 & 7
may be of more use than
estimates of course and speed)

Stationary, hung
about for about 10
seconds, then just
disappeared

Met conditions during
observations (Moving cloud,
haze, mist, etc)

Dark, just starting
to get light

10.

Nearby objects (Telephone
lines, high voltage lines
reservoir,lake or dam, swamp or
marsh, river, high buildings,
tall chimneys,steeples,spires,
TV or Radio masts, airfields,
generating plant, factories,
pits or other sites with
floodlights or night lighting)

Nothing significant

To whom reported (Police,
military, press, etc)-

To MOD




12. Name and Address of Informant Section40 |
Address 229-231 Norwood Rd,
Hern [Hill,.London SE24 9AG
0181 671 5434 '
13. Background of informant that
may be volunteered Seemed very
coherent, could not sleep, got
up, looked out of living room
window - saw object. Was
embarrassed. to talk about it
but couldn't just let it pass.
14. other Witnesses | Nil
15. Date, Time of Receipt | 120320z Jun 96
16. Any Unusual Meteorological Nil
Conditions
17. Remarks Just seemed a very
. genuine man
Date: 12 Jun 96 Section40 |
RO2 .
Air Force Duty Officer
DCMC '
-MB Joc136R SEERNEONEEN
Distribution:

Chots address:

SEC(AS)2A (3)

DI55C
GE1l

NB. Note that the format of this form accords with Civpol formats
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b. Description of Object ( No. of objects, size, shape, colours, brightness, sound, smell etc )

QeY(vhnefqtder LGRS STano~ary,

¢. Exact Position Observed. ( Geograghical location, indoors or outdoors, stationary or moving )

R NCNE R8s iVILe s SRRAEY
WM SllmicAuanN.

d How Observed ( Naked eye, Binoculars other optical device, still or movie camera )

NOCy N -/ brvoe wenns

e. Direction in Which Object was First Seen ( A landmark may be more useful than a badly

0.%. (3 ¥\T3 st 69y, estimated bearing )

f Angle of Sight ( Estimated heights are unreliable }
30 DR . APl rox .

g Distance ( By reterence to a known Landmark if possible }

V= 2o i,

h  Movements ( Changes in E,F,G may be of more use )

STHM onvdriLY,

i Meteorological Conditions During Observations. ( Moving clouds Mist etc. )

CLan..  Bmlerlr Tuam  hGu Leow).

j  Nearby Objects ( Telephone lines Spires Etc. )
ﬂ
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Name and Address ofInformant D . C. RN
Cound v fo ey
ST T o “}
’ C‘HD&.A.«:\{ )
m. Any Background on the Informant that may be Volunteered.

Dws viEEe e

Section 40

n. Other Witnesses S

ection 40

C H\)ﬁ.b:‘l .

0. Date and Time of Receipt

23562 24-1-9

The above details are to be telephoned immediately to AIS ( Military ), Latcc on ext. STl anH
The completed form is to be despatched to:
Ministry of Defence ( AFO )

RAF Main Building

Whitehall
LONDON SW1
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D/Sec(AS)/64/2 Ny
24 July 96 éb\
FILE NOTE

ORT O U PL D SIGHTING
1. Witness: Secton40 ]
2. Address of Mr Clegg: Section 40
Manchester
Section 40 |

3. Details of sighting:
Sat 20 Jul at 1130hrs ish.
"4aal

Qut camping with 2 friends one of which also witnessed
sighting.

Location: Slaidburn/Chay Ho, Lancashire

Saw four sets of white lights moving across the sky. Quite
high up. The whole sighting lastec 2-3 seconds. Convinced

they were not planes.

Explained our role and understood the air defence interest that
we have. Explained our views of the extraterrestrial
phenomenon.

Agreed to write to him to advise whether anyone else had
reported what they had seen. Although I did make clear to him
that we could not provide an aerial identification service.

I asked whether he wanted to have the details of UFO research
organisations. He said "no I don't what to talk to any nutters
thank you". In the end we agreed that I would forward details
of UFO RAs to him.

Section 40

Action: <check files and send a letter to FESTHEAME explaining
our role and policy.




1. Date, time &

duration of sighting 3‘ :}q(a z 3 ~
A — -t+:D¥bN/\

2. Description of object &(3 bn%\/\'k U\gﬂ’t *"\W (45/»"(0 N
(No of objects, size, shape, det!W\ . r\)W\lWV\\g noise - Roy
colour, brightness, noise) CANQL ckmg%ﬂ -+ wvean CﬁPvm?CLd

+ WL Ao v Uxboriclge ol

3. Exact position of observer
( Indoors/outdoors, H&&FEB
stationary/moving) TA CLX

4, How observed (Naked eye,
binoculars, other optical led
device, camera or camcorder) hj {ijQ_

5. Direction in which object
first seen (A landmaix may be, i _
more useful than a roughly OUQ)/ ‘&QU-QJ), Mbdm :
estimated bearing)

6. Angle of sight (Estimated
heights are unreliable)

7. Distance (By reference to a
known landmark)

8. Movements (Changes in 5, 6 & 7 Folawe d Naoma "N o Ao 4
may be of more use than alh ,h,{Q A
estimates of course and speed) fégfyd’ \C\Clkﬂd &N \4: d-\/dc A

oo WA ok e

9. Met conditions during observations TFKO(”J Cﬁéﬁ— ‘
(Moving clouds, haze, mist etc)

10. Nearby objects (Telephone lines,

high voltage lines, reservoir, lake
or dam, swamp or marsh, river, high
buildings, tall chimneys, steeples,
spires, TV or radio masts,
airfields, generating plant,
factories, pits or other sites with
floodlights or night lighting)

&k up aved




Te Leadw (ol rewsS i)

11, To whom reported (Police, military, -
press etcg)
Section 40
12. Name, address and telephone
no of informant i
ArLivpdon,
Section 40
13. Any further detail volunteered CAr clock. wan iADWDK$a .
14. Other witnesses 4‘{;ﬁaﬂib ﬁ"hAﬂf ﬂALUQ&NQ”«
15. Date and time of receipt \.% Qb . 8“ 'SPM
16. Remarks

fopy Roquated







